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Convention Photos 
Photographs made during the Fall Conference by Charles 
Kinman and Minnie Champ have been submitted to 
TEXAS SCHOOL BUSINESS for inclusion in a future 
issue. (see pages, 4 - 5.) 

Executive Board Approves 
Paid Editor for TAG TTempo 

At a meeting during the T AGT Fall Conference, the 
TAGT Executive Board heard and approved the 
recommendation from a specially-appointed committee 
to retain the services of Mrs. Minnie Champ for 1981 as 
TAGTTempo Editor. 

The Executive Board felt the need to guarantee the 
continuation of the quality communication tool which 
has been created by Mrs. Champ in TAGTTempo and 
made the commitment of a $300.00 fee per quarterly issue. 

1981 Fourth Annual 
TAGT Fall Conference 

The Fourth Annual TAGT Fall Conference site has 

been designated as San Antonio, Texas, and the date will 

be November 20-21, 1981 with the headquarters hotel 

being the Palacio del Rio. 

TAGT Financial Report 
(as of October 1980) 

Conference income 
Less bills paid 
Balance 
Bills to be Paid 

Approximate Profit 

$ 12,010 
7,744 
4,265 
2,000 

$ 2,265 



President's Report 

Dear T AGT Members: 
Thanks to all of you for your support, participation, 

and continued advocacy for gifted and talented 
education. I have been honored to lead this Association 
for the 1980 calendar year, and I appreciate the 
cooperation I have received from all of OUf members. A 
special thanks to the members of the Executive Board; 
they are special people. 

We accomplished quite a bit this year. A lot of time, 
effort, and dedication by many individuals was invested 
in directing the Association through the difficult areas 
necessary for its well being in future years. When I 
assumed the Presidency last year, the six particular areas 
of concern that I thought we needed to address for the 
continued growth of our Association were: 

(1) reimbursement of travel expense for Executive 
Board members 

(2) to strengthen the role of the Regional 
Representatives serving on the Executive Board 

(3) the need for a regular scheduled, firstclass 
newsletter 

(4) the need to recruit individuals from all walks of 
life and from all areas of this vast state 

(5) a vigorous scholarship drive throughout the state 
(6) addressing the issue of chapter groups 

am pleased to report that of the six concerns just 
mentioned four have been dealt with and the final two are 
still being developed. Executive Board members are now 
reimbursed for travel expense to board meetings a 
maximum of$IOO.OO per person per board meeting. This, 
of course, defrays some of the expensive burden incurred 
by Executive Board members travelling many miles to the 
various meetings we schedule during the year. 

Our Regional Representatives are beginning to 
participate in a more active realm on the Executive 
Board. Thanks in part to the partial reimbursement, more 
Regional Representatives from throughout the State are 
attending Executive Board meetings--thereby 
strengthening the organization. Their reports m 
TAGTTempo are appreciated, and in fact, keep us up to 
date on what is happening in their particular region. 

1981 Scholastic Awards' Program 
Open to junior and senior high school students, the 

program includes cash prizes, national honors and 
scholarship awards in: art, photography and writing. 
Write for information to: 

Scholastic Awards 
50 West 44th Street 
New York. NY 10036 

Our regularly scheduled TAGTTempo publication has 
given our Association creditability and the exposure 
necessary for continued gro.wth of the Association and 
gifted and talented education in Texas. A special note of 
thanks to Mrs. Minnie Champ for her outstanding work 
on this publication. We have retained the services of Mrs. 
Champ as Editor of TAGTTempo for 1981. This was a 
very good move on the part of the Executive Board, and 
one that will tremendously benefit the Association. 

A pleasant surprise to me has been the organization of 
several new local gifted and talented groups around the 
State. Many of these local associations have developed 
from the help of our Executive Board members, and the 
information we have provided to help them start, i.e. 
bylaws, organizational guidelines, etc. 

Our scholarships drive is developing. Guidelines are 
being drawn up, and we will be seeking scholarship 
donations aggressively. 

The last item, chapter groups, continues to be placed on 
the back burner. At this time, we seem to be satisfied with 
the "Affiliate" route to keep in touch with local gifted 
and talented organizations. 

So, we have come a long way, but still have a long way 
to go. If any of you have suggestions on how to resolve 
some of our problems, please communicate with the 
members of the Executive Board. We would like to hear 
from you. 

Being President of our Association has been one of the 
more rewarding experiences I have encountered to date. 
Many individuals have stood by me and assisted me 
during my term. To all of them, a sincere thanks. To Mrs. 
Laura Allard, the special lady who worked so hard for 
gifted and talented education in Corpus Christi and the 
one who got me involved in gifted and talented education, 
may you live a long, healthy and joyous life. To June Cox, 
my best friend, thanks for all you have done for me and 
for our Association. I do appreciate you. 

To our membership, again thank you foryoursupport. 

Phillip Gonzalez 
President 

Workshop Facilitators 
If you have been to a workshop, or have knowledge of 

workshop facilitators, which you would like to 
recommend, please forward names and addresses to the 
The Editor. A list of such people is being compiled to be 
available to anyone upon request. Although T AGT nor 
the The Editor will be responsible for such 
reoommendations, it is felt that a service such as this 
would be helpful to people around the state who are 
searching for G/T speakers. Texas has a wealth of 
capable leaders in the gifted and talented field; if we do 
not have to go outside the state, why do so? 
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Conference (Con6nued) 

Dr. Leif Fearn wove his remarks relating to the 
Conference Theme, "What's Happening With The 
Children?" around the stories about four 
gifted students with different types of teachers. He 
pointed out the need for teachers to document what they 
are doing with gifted students and get it published for the 
benefit of others. Dr. Fearn stressed the importance of 
striving for excellence. 

Three areas affecting the gifted student discussed by 
Dr. Fearn were: the personality of the gifted child and of 
the teacher, the teacher's teaching style, and the 
background of the teacher. The underlying thought 
expressed in the discussion was that any style of teaching 
would be positive and effective if the teacher is honest 
with the student and is competent. 

At the luncheon Representative Charles Evans told 
attendees that '''everyone IS on the Legislative 
Committee.".ln his opinion, emphasis in the next 
legislative session should be MORE MONEY not a 
change in theexisting law. He volunteered to carry the bill 
to the legislation, but insisted, "you will be the ones to get 
together to do the work in the field." 

Because he was speaking prior to election day he 
pointed out that NOW was the time to ask candidates 
how they felt about gifted education. "don't come to 
Austin (after election) and ask a representative how he 
feels ... Don't wait until then. Vote them out of office if 
they don't want to represent you. . You don't know how 
much easier that will make my work next year. .. Get to 
know them on a first-name basis." 

Rep. Evans zeroed in on where we are in gifted 
education when he said, "All we hve have done is put the 
key in the door. What we need now is money." 

Small-group Sessions-In the 17 sessions the broad 
spectrum of the gifted and gifted education was 
thoroughly explored. Topics covered included: specific 
gifted programs for primary, elementary and high 
schoolers, life adjustment skills for gifted, advocacy 
groups, teacher tips, identification of gifted, mentorship 
programs, teacher concerns, the gifted handicapped, 
thinking skills, legislative concerns for 1981, program 
evaluation, enrichment activities, demands of giftedness, 
cooperative program by university and local school to 
implement gifted programs. * 

Presentation of High Attendance Plaque by Phillip Gonzalez, T AGT President, to Lila 
Macaluso, G/T Coordinator, ESC Region IV, Houston (center). T AGT Immediate 
Past President, June Cox,joins in congratulations on largest group in attendance. ,.,., 

:-p 

Birdville ISD - the host group 

(L-R) Phillip Gonzalef. T AGT President, and Texas Representative 

Charles b'ans, Presentation of TAGT Life Membership Plaque. 

James Wiley, Arts Magnet H S 
DISD, singing "Honor Honor." 

Erica Thomas, William Brown Miller 
FJementar} School,during 

"Harriet Tubman - Free Woman." 

-----" 

TAGT Regional Representative for Region IV is Gladys J. Uhl, 
International Consultant for gifted & talented. 

(L-R) Marilyn T. Gaddis, Ph.D., Southwest. Texas State Cnh·.; Jack Teddlie, Peggy Cariker 
& Wanda Ballard, all from Birdville ISD.- Registration Desk. 
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Regional Reports 

For comparison with the growth and development of 
this group of selected children who appeared to have 
potentiality for giftedness, Steele & Gladden sought 
children from the Lubbock community who planned to 
remain "at home" but who matched the CDC special 
program children in IQ, socia-economic level, and 
parent-reported characteristics regarding initiative
taking, problem-solving, creativity, and other attributes 
that seemed beyond-the-norm. "Matching" control 
children were found for all but one of the CDC 
experimentals. However, since the number of children 
being compared is less than ten and since the child's 
gender was not considered in comparing experimentals 
and controls, this comparison of development will have 
limited significance. 

Comparisons are expected to indicate no significant 
difference between experimentals and controls; however, 
interviews with parents and children may indicate levels 
of difference in social competence and satisfaction for 
either the "in-program" or the "at-home" children that 
will inform whether or not a special program should 
continue to be offered for children of this age who have 
unusual potential capability. 

The program does 'not, on first glance, appear to be 
much different from the more traditional preschool 
laboratory unit associated with a four-year instructional 
college. The schedule includes free play, circle time and 
sharing among faculty j student teacher j undergrad uate 
students! children, learning centers, snacktime, and 
outdoor activities, 

Several major departures from the more traditional 
programming have been made with the objective of 
meeting the needs of these exceptional children: 

1) every environment prepared for the "free play" 
and for the learning centers includes materials and 
possibilities for at least 3 developmental levels even 
when the chronological ages of the children will be 
similar. 

2) all activities include sensorial and exploratory 
opportunities for those children who cannot yet read 
or write symbols--while encouraging the children who 
can represent ideas by use of letters or numbers to do 
so. 

3) each lesson plan is compiled so that the children at 
higher developmental levels can become directors or 
tutors for the children operating at lower competence, 
It is anticipated that both the tutors and those taught 
will benefit from this planning. 
If you would be interested in administering the 

assessment instruments for the identification of children, 
2 to 6 years, who might potentially have "giftedness," 
please contact Dr. Connie Steele, Chairperson, Dept. of 
Home and Family Life, College of Home Economics, 
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX 79409. (806) 742-
3000. '" 

Region XX 
Ann Payne 
Regional Rfpresentative 

Gifted Programs in Northside Independent School 
District cover three age groups: 

Grades 3 - 5 
Program Reaching Out for More Intellectually 
Superior Education (PROMISE) 

Grades 6 - 8 
Talented Instructional Programs for Students 

Grades 9-12 
Honors classes 

Identification procedures and criteria are explained in 
the NISD BROCHURE brochure. Also included in the 
IO-page brochure are: course objectives, 
supplies! materials, classroom activities, varied topics for 
discussion and study and teachers for gifted and talented, 

NISD in 1978 identified and worked with 450 children 
in elementary and middle schools with IS teachers. In 
1980, 16 teachers and 1,000 students are participating in 
the programs. Northside gifted program teachers are 
members of the San Antonio Association for the Gifted 
and Talented. 

For more information about enrichment pull-out 
programs for NISD students. 

For a copy of the "PROMISE Gifted and Talented" 
brochure, write: NISD, 5900 Evers Road, San Antonio, 
TX 78238. '" 

Correction 
The Guest Editorial in the' September 1980 

TAGTTempo was written by Mrs. Laura Allard. Her 
correct affiliation should have been: Founding 
Principal, Windsor Park Elementary School, Athena 
Program, Corpus Christi; currently serving as 
Associate Director, Gifted Students Institute, 
Arlington. Our apologies. 

Announcement: 
Mrs, June Cox has been named Executive Director of 

the Gifted Students Institute. 
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CIT State News 

According to Ann Shaw, Gifted Coordinator for TEA, 
state funding in the amount of$2,827 ,992 was provided to 
93 state programs which include 166 school districts. 
Administrative money, provided under legislation, 
will be used for administration of programs, for technical 
assistance, and staff development. 

A Curriculum Institute for state-funded programs will 
be held in Austin from December 14-17, 1980. The second 
Exemplorary Program Practices Conference, GET 
TOGETHER II, is scheduled for February \3-14, 1981, in 
Austin. GET TOGETHER II is free and open to 
everyone, parents or educator. However, preregistration 
is required. Write: Dr. William D. Davidson, GIT 
Consultant, Region XIII ESC, 7703 N. Lamar Blvd., 
Austin, TX 78752. 

The State Board of Education has asked for increased 
funding along with TEA-- $10 million for the next 
biennium. It is suggested that each person contact their 
district's State Board of Education representative (see 
list) to indicate support for the increased funding request 
as well as express that same support to senators and 
representatives at the local level. 

Texas State Board of Education 

Mrs. Eli7abeth R. Armstrong 
Lake Jackson 

James M. Binion, Abilene 
Joe Kelly Butler. Houston 
W. W. Carter, Amarillo 
Don H. CooL DDS, Mesquite 
Bryan Crouch. Poteet 
Virginia Currey, Ph.D., Arlington 
Jimmy L. Elrod. San Antonio 
W. H, Fetter. La Marque 
Wayne Frederick, Orange 
Joseph C. Gathe. MD, Houston 
E. R. Gregg. Jr.. Jacksonville 
Ruben E. Hinojosa, Mercedes 
Jim Hollingsworth. De Soto 
William N. Kemp, 0.0., Houston 
Mrs. Mary Ann Leveridge 

East Bernard 
Paul Mathews. Greenville 

Rex Reddell, San Marcos 
William R. Sarsgard, Fort Worth 
Mrs. Laura Tynes, Waco 
Mrs. Marjory Vickery, Lewisville 
James H. Whiteside, Lubbock 
Wayne Windle, EI Paso 

TEA Office: 
Alton O. Bowen, 
Commis~ioner of Education 

Grace S. Grimes 
Deputy Commissioner 

Rayman L. Bynum 
Deputy Commissioner 

Carolyn Ruhmann, 
Appointments & Business 
Secretary 

Address correspondence to any member of State Board of 
Education to: 

Texas Education Agency 
20 I East lith Street 
Austin, TX 78701 

Monthly meetings of the State Board of Education are 
held on the second Saturday of each month, usually at the 
TEA office in Austin. The Saturday morning meetings 
are usually quite brief, for most of the discussion takes 
place on Friday during the various committee meetings. 

The committee and Board meetings are open to the 
pUblic; however, application must be made prior to the 
meeting in order to appear on the agenda. When In 

Austin, individuals are urged to attend meetings. 

Legislative Report 

At a meeting on June 21, 1980, the TAGT Executive 
Board approved a recommendation that T AGT's 
position for the upcoming legislative session be to seek 
increased funding for gifted programs rather than to work 
for any changes in the present law. Representative 
Charles Evans, House sponsor of the legislation for gifted 
programs during the 1979 legislative session, has 
endorsed this position of T AGT and also has agreed to 
sponsor legislation for increased funding for gifted 
programs during the next session. 

It is essential that all T AGT members and friends of 
gifted education contact their representatives and 
senators and seek their support for increased funding. 
The very best form of contact is a personal one. 
Encourage your local school officials, parents, students 
and other interested citizens to contact legislators and 
share with them the importance of additional state 
funding for gifted programs. A UNITED EFFORT IS 
NEEDED, AND WE URGE ALL OF YOU TO ASSIST 
IN THIS MOST CRITICAL AREA. If any TAGT 
members would like the names and addresses of the state 
legislators, or if members desire a copy of the present state 
legislation pertaining to gifted education, please send the 
request to the address listed below. 

ALL TAGT members are urged to mark the date of 
Thursday, February 12, 1981, on their calendar. A 
reception for some of our state legislators will be held on 
this day at the Hilton Inn in Austin. This activity will be in 
the early evening; exact time and other details will be 
finalized in the near future. This function will precede the 
State Exemplary Program Practices Conference, GET 
TOGETHER II, to be held in Austin on February 13-14, 
1981. We need a large group of educators and parents 
present to host our legislators for this very special event. 
Additional information pertaining to this project will be 
provided at a later date. Dr. Charles Patteron 

T AGT Legislative Chairperson 
200 North W. S. Young Dr. 
Killeen, TX 76542 

JOIN 

TAGT TODAY 

G/T Funding Proposals 
When you write your proposal for state funding, 

consider the inclusion of the following items for 1980-
1981: 

I) your teachers' attendance at the T AGT Fall 
Conference in San Antonio, Nov 20-21, 1981. 

2) substitute pay for those teachers. 
3) fees to glt workshops, other glt workshops and 

conferences. Ask teachers early for requests 
4) If you have someone from your school district 

who is a member of the T AGT Executive 
Board, include funds to pay their expenses to Board 
meetings. 
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1981 Calendar of G/T Activities 

January 17 

February 12 

February 13-14 

February 18-19 

March 19-21 

August 21-25 

November 10-14 

November 20-21 

T AGT Board Meeting, Austin 
Hilton Inn. Visitors welcome. 

T AGT Legislative Reception, 
Austin 

"GET TOGETHER II" TEA's 
Conference on Exemplary 
Program Practices for GjT 
Students, (see "State GjT 
News") Free. 

Conferenoe on Exceptional 
Bilingual Children. New 
Orleans, LA. CECjTAG. 

National Creativity Conference, 
N j S L Tl & Office of the Ventura 
(County) California 

World Council for Gifted & 
Talented Children, Montreal, 
Canada. Contact: Dr. Dorothy 
Sisk, College of Education, 
University of South Florida, 
Tampa, FL 

Annual Convention, National 
Association for Gifted Children, 
Marriott Hotel, Portland, 
Oregon. 

Fourth Annual Fall Conference, 
Texas Association for Gifted & 
Talented, Inc. (TAGT) 
Headquarters Hotel: Palacio del 
Rio (Hilton), San Antonio, TX 

Summer Camps 
Please send the names and address of any summer 

camps which you have found to be worthwhile. If for the 
gifted, please indicate. We hope to publish a compilation 
in the March issue. 

(If you are not on the mailing list of the following 
organizations, write them directly to receive 
announcements of workshops and materials:) 

Nationalj State Leadership Training Institute 
316 West Second St., Suite PH-C 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Educational Consulting Associates 
P. O. Box 1515 
Englewood, CO 80150 

The Learning Institute 
530 University Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 9430 I 

D.O.K. 
71 Radcliffe Rd. 
Buffalo, NY 14214 

Engine-Uity, Ltd. 
P. O. Box 96 IO 
Phoenix, AZ 85068 

Good Apple Inc. 
P. O. Box 299 
Carthage, I L 62321 

The Council for Exceptional Children 
The Association for the Gifted (CECjTAG) 
1920 Association Drive 
Reston, V A 22091 

Olmpics of the Mind 
Dr. Theodore J. Gourley, Jr. 
Deptment of Education 
Division of School Programs 
225 West State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

Center for Parent Education 
55 Chapel St. 
Newton, MA 02160 
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