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TAGT: Movement & Momentum 
Sixth Annual Conference 
"Unwrapping the Gift of Giftedness" 

No one could be close to T AGT for 
very long without feeling its Movement 
and Momentum! The resounding suc~ 
cess of the Sixth Annual Conference in 
Fort Worth last November only proved 
what our membership has felt all along 
- everything's coming up roses. Con~ 
ference registration reached another 
record high, with 1336 in attendance for 
some of the most outstanding sessions 
ever offered. This year's Pre~Confer~ 
ence Workshops provided six all-day, 
in-depth studies of topics ranging from 
Early Childhood to Gifted Under
achievers. Presenters included Joanne 
Rand Whitmore, George Betts, Rita 
Bryant, Lila Macaluso and Dianne 
Busche, Judith Turk and Sharon Strain, 
and Dr. John McFarland. 

After a welcoming address by Fort 
Worth ISD Superintendent, Dr. Carl 
Candoli, the first general session fea
tured a panel of gifted students-from 
fourth grade to college-interacting 
with a group of professionals who are 
active in gifted education. Keynote 
Speaker for the Second General Session 
on Friday, was Jack Jackson ... (tOne 
More Time." At the Third General 
Session on Saturday, Joan Beck of the 
Chicago Tribune delivered the Keynote 
address on Problems and Imperatives 
for Gifted Education. 

The two-day conference offered 
ninety-four small~group sessions meet
ing a wide range of needs and interests. A 
special effort was made to provide ade
quate offerings for parents as well as for 
educators. On Friday evening the Asso
ciation hosted the traditional President's 
Reception honoring JoAnn Houston. 

Executive Board Meetings 

TAGT's 1983 Executive Board of 
Directors held its final meeting Friday 
morning at 7:00. Items of business 
included a report that membership in 
TAGT had increased 26% from January 
1 to September 1, 1983. Also reported 
were the preparation of a Public Rela
tions brochure for the Association, 
booking of future convention Sites, and 
development of job descriptions for all 
members of the Executive Board. A 
Task Force chaired by Jo Ann Houston 
is exploring options for employing a 
permanent Executive Director for the 
organization. Other members of the 
Task Force include Pat Long, Paul 
Slocumb and Ann Farris. 

Perhaps the most exciting item of 
business was the announcement by 
Donna Clopton of the first T AGT 
Regional Conference, to be held in the 
Panhandle area. The conference, spon
sored jointly by Regions XVI and XVII, 
will take place March 29-31, 1984. 
Further details can be found in the 
report ftom Region XVI (p. 15). 

Immediately following the final ses
sion on Saturday, the 1984 Executive 
Board held its first meeting. New offic
ers presiding were President, Paul 
Slocumb; President-Elect, Dee Trevino; 
First V ice-President, Kay Weise; 
Second Vice-President, Evelyn Hiatt; 
and Secretary, Kathy Aldridge. Presi
dent Paul Slocumb announced the 
schedule of Board meetings for 1984 as 
follows: February 3-4, Board Retreat at 
April Sound; April 7, Austin; June 11, 
Austin; and November 16, McAllen, 
preceding the annual conference. The 
Board appropriated $3 ,000 to the Legis
lative Committee for the coming year. 
Organization by-laws are under revision 
and will be presented at the February 
retreat. 

Winter 1984 
Passing the Torch .•. 

Now that the editorship of the Tempo 
is in the very capable hands of the new 
first vice-president, Kay Weise, let me 
impose upon T AGT readers and use the 
Tempo as a forum for personal purposes. 
I want to express my gratitude to the 
readers of the Tempo who have been 
tolerant of my amateur status in the field 
of editing; to the T AGT executive board 
members who responded amicably and 
competently to my pleas for news; and 
to the officers who provided me with 
this -opportunity to grow. For the past 
two years I have been constantly grati
fied by the number of people who rolled 
up their sleeves and jumped right in to 
help me and by those who offered an en
couraging word when deadlines were 
pressing. Special note needs to be made 
to three anonymous, but substantial, 
contributors: 

to Dr. Clarence Ham, Superinten
dent of the Killeen Independent 
School District, who provided 
district support for publishing the 
Tempo; to Dr. Charles Patterson 
who was tolerant and considerate 
when I overran deadlines in the 
work of the Department of 
Instruction; to Karen Hendricks 
who completed her secretarial 
duties in double-time in order to 
make time to help me with the 
Tempo. 
I used this two-year period to make so 

many new friends, to learn new skills, 
and to expand my horizons. Serving as 
your editor proved to be an exciting, re
warding experience for me; please con
sider this to be a personal thank-you 
note to each and everyone of you. 

-Ann Farris 
EDITOR'S NOTE: TAGT extends congratulations 
and deep appreciation w Ann Farris for her service 
during the past two years as Editor of cheTempo. Her 
untiring efforts produced a publication that represented 
our organization in a way that made us aU very proud. 
Besides all chac, she's a Classy Lady! Thanks, Ann, 
and enjoy your rest. 



FROM THE 
PRESIDENT: 

Another state convention has come 
and gone, and as all those before mesaid, 
"This was the biggest and best ever." 
Indeed, our conference this laSt Novem
ber in Fort Warth was the biggest and 
the best ever. The Texas Association for 
the Gifted and Talented iSa vibrant and 
growing organization because you, the 
membership, have made a commitment 
to the education of the gifted. 

As; I enter my term as your president, I 
am both honored and chaltenged to 
meet the needs of rhisassociation. Many 
tasks face this nssoclation as it moves 
from its infancy into adolescence. OUT 
growing pains are r.,aL The T AGT 
Executive Board is fe-examining our 
convention sites to make sure we haw 
adequate meeting facilities for partici· 
pants which are increasing annually. 

Growth also brings WIth it other re
lated problems with which the Associa
tion must deaL One of these issues is the 
increasing work load becoming a burden 
on some people within schoo! districts. 
Therefore, one of the solutions is look
ing toward the acquisition of either a 
part time or full time Executive Director 
who would be retained by the Associa
tion for the purpose of tending to 
Association business on a regular and 
on-going basis. How and when we are 
going [Q achieve this is a major deCIsion 
confronting your Executl\ft: Board. 

Another concern facin~ the A5S0da· 
tion is the expansi{}n of scrvu:es for its 
membersh!p. A~ a part ofthisnecd.l<lm 
presently pruposing {Q the Executive 
Board that we alt<:r our present struc
ture to allow for more grassrootS in
volvement at the regional level, using the 
twenty regional representatives as lead
ers. This would allow for local T AGT 
regional representatives to organi:;:.: 
regional conferences for their nlcmber5, 
involw parents more directly in th~ 
Association, and proVide a more 
personalized, direct service at the region
allevel 

Job descriptions for officers and 
board members are being incorporated 
into an administrative handbook of 
rules and regulations for the Associa
tion. Presently, actions of the Board ar~ 
recorded in the minutes and are used [Q 

guide future dC1:isions of the Associa
tion. Because of our growth and th.., 
turnover of board members trom one 
election year to rhe next, the quality, 
continuity, and directionality of the 
Association need to be preserved. An 
administrative handbook of rules and 
regulations is one way to help achIeve 
this. Quality leadership is al\\.'3Ys need· 
I'd; however, the Association needs to 
have its parameters well defined so thata 
consistency is achitVt:d and mallltained 
over time. 

The Association is also very mvolved 
with issues which affect the education of 
gifted stud..,nts in our State. On Novem
ber 30, 1983, four members ofTAGT 
mer with the Guvernor's Select 
Committee on Public Education chaired 
by H. Ross Perot. Those representing 
the Association were myself, president 
ofTAGT;)o Ann Houston, immedIate 
past president; June Cox, representing 
the Sid Richardson Found~tion, and 
John Lamond, m, a parent and advo
cate of gifted ducation and legisl~tive 
chairman for T AGT. This group 
presented a set of rt:commendations 10 

the committee on behalf of the member
ship. 

One of these recommendations was a 
request for increasL'<I funding so that no 
district would have to compete for 
dollars for its gifted program. Another 
recommendation was to allow districts 
the time to educate their professionals 
so that quality programs result. Our 
recommendation is not [Q mandate pro
grams, but rather to educate for quality 
programs for the gifted. Your Assocm
tion witl contmue to work with a sub
committee of thi~ group The commit
tee's response to gifted and talented 
education wu~ very positive and 
encoura!!ing. 

HCelebrities" 

When this comminee rell'usl's its 
ft!Cummendatiofls, we will hear many 
outcries. I thInk It 15 important for uS to 

offer our .~uppon to this committee and 
its recommendations on those issu<,s 
with which we ab'l"ee. \Ve are pronc to 
verbali:e our disagreements but nor our 
agreements. Advocates of gifted educa
tion need our support just as WI' need 
rheirs 

T AGT is concerned about issu~s 
nffectin!! the educntion of the gifted 
throughout this large and diverse state. 
We will be working with [he ramifica
tions of House bill 24/'i as it impacts 
districts and gifted studenr~. We will be 
working toward legislation on behalf of 
gifted students beginning now, not just 
waiting until a legislative yt'"3t. We will 
be working to improve uur communica· 
tion with our membership through this 
publication~, the T AGT T em/lO. as well 
as looking to the publishing of other 
materials which may better equip 
membo;:rs to mel'. the neL'<Is of gifted 
students. 

TACT is strong because you have 
chosen to make it strong, through your 
membership, participation, and com
mitment to the Association; through 
your election of strong leaders from 
throughout th.., state; through volun
teers who serve the Association unself
ishly and willingly. It takes all working 
mgether. 

I am very proud, humble, and some· 
what o\'cnvhelmed at the responsibility 
and trust you have bestowed upon meas 
president of this great Association. As 
I'our prcsldent I can promise yuu that I 
will do everything I can to help the 
Association ubtain tho;: strong footing It 
needs to meet the nL""Cds of its member
ship for today, as well as that unknown 
future. TAGT will get bigger and better. 
Because of gifted children and you, the 
professional! potent committed to 
meeting their needs. we have the exciting 
opportunity to become the significant 
support beam necessary ro !flsure rhe 
expansion of gifted education thrOllgh
out this state, providing not only 
quantity of services but also quality. 

As a member ofTAGT and one who 
has an !flterest in gifted educatJon, I walll 
you to feel free to share your concerns 
and opinions with me and other mem
bers of theTAGT Executive Board. We 
can lead, but you determine the diTl~c
tion of that leadership. I'm looking for· 
ward to a very exciting year for this 
Association. and the opportuniry to 
serve you. 

Paul Slocumb 

T AGT extends hearty congratulations and deep thanks to the Local Arrange
ments Committee whose commitment and hard work made our Sixth Annual Con
ference such a success. 
Nancy Alcorn.. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. Hurst-Euless-Bedford Parent Assoc. 
Richard Brown. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. Nocona LSD. 
Barbara Caffe ................ . ........ Region 10 ESC 
June Cox ............. . . . . . . . . . . Sid Richardson Foundation 
Gary Clark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Birdville LS.D. 
Vicky Dearing ........ .......... . ........ Duncanville 15.0. 
Patricia Ann Denton...... . ......... Fort Worth LSD. 
Betty Fuller. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . Hurst-Euless-Bedford LS.D. 
Mary Frances Hull . . . . . .. . ................ Region 11 E.S.C. 
Lee Anne Lamond ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Birdville Parent Assoc. 
Mickey Mayer . . . . . . . . . . Region 10 E.S.C. 
Suzee Oliphint . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Dallas LSD. 
Ann Roberts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dallas LSD.A 
Margaret Russell ................ . . . . . . . . Arlington 15.0. 
Kay Williamson ................. Grapevine-Colleyville 15.0. 
Bea Vickers ... , .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ Dallas LS.D. 

And-a VERY special thank-you to Pat Denton of Fort Worth ISO, who tirelessly 
followed every event of the conference to produce the photographs printed in this 
issue of the Tempo. 

2 

1984 TAGT Tempo 
Editorial Committee 
Named 

Five Assistant Editors have been 
appointed by the Editor to contribute to 
the 1984 issues of TAGT Tempo. Each 
one has accepted an area of interest to 
Tempo readers and will provide special 
articles and assistance for the coming 
year. Those appointed are: 

Teacher/Student News 
Thelma Dowies 
Elementary Supervisor 
West Orange Grove CISD 
P.O. Box 1107 
Orange, Texas 77630 
(409) 886-4462 
Research in Gifted Education 
Donna Clopton 
College of Education 
West Texas State University 
Canyon, Texas 79016 
(806) 656-3607 
Focus on 'Parents 
Dr. Rita Bryant 
(Parents Advocacy Group) 
School of Education 

and Psychology 
University of Texas at Tyler 
3900 University Blvd. 
Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 566-1471, ext. 331 
Dr. Bertie Kingore 
(Parent Education) 
Director of the Threshold 

Program for Gifted Youth 
Hardin-Simmons University 
Drawer E 
Abilene, Texas 79698 
(915) 655-7281, ext. 355 
Advertising 
Kathy Aldridge 
Crockett Elementary 
Abilene ISO 
3282 S. 13th Street 
Abilene, Texas 79605 
(915) 698-8992 

If you have any items in these four 
areas that you would like to see included 
in the Tempo, please contact the 
appropriate Assistant Editor. They are 
eager to know your interests, even if you 
have only a suggestion for them to gather 
information about. Input from the 
membership will help the Tempo truly 
meet the needs of its readers. So please 
let us hear from you. 

T AGT thanks these outstanding 
professionals for donating their time 
and energies toward the growth of the 
organization and this publication. 



Panel of students highlighting the First General Session (left to right): John 
Pillow, Steve Coffee, David McCory, Michelle Clement, Rebecca Jiminez, 
Mandy Lee and. Bryce Denney. 

Sixth Annual 
Conference 
Highlights 

All Photographs by Pat Denton 

Pattie Pierson, Region VIII Rep. to the Execup 

tive Board, reeei yes the "Hats Off" Award for 
her region, winner of the 1983 membership 
contest, with an increase of over 71%. 

Ann Shaw, Director of Gifted Programs for 
TEA, and Charles patterson, outgoing 
Immediate Past President, survey Friday's 
luncheon crowd. 

Fort Worth Mayor, Bob Bolen, presents to Jo 
Ann Houston, TAGT President, a proclamap 
tion designating November 17p19 as TAGT 
Conference Days in his city. 

uta Macaluso of The Oaks Academy gives 
serious thought to her pre-conference workp 
shop on Early Childhood Giftedness. 

Luncheon Speaker, Jack Jackson delights the 
audience ... ''One More Tirne." 

Dr. Joanne Rand Whitmore hears a good one 
from Bob Plummer, Coordinator for Fort 
Worth ISD's Elementary Magnet Schools. 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
P.o. Box 14768 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76117 
(817) 831-0951 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NAME~~~~~~ ________________________________________________________________ ___ 
(Dr .• Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms) 

ADDRESS PHONE(s) ..:('-__ -'-________________ _ 

CITY _______________________________________________ ~ATE ___________ TIP ________ _ 

__ New membership 
__ Membership renewal 

__ Parent 
__ Teacher (ESC Region __ ) 

__ Administration (ESC Region __ ) 
__ Othec ___________ _ 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $ ____________________ ($l00plndividual; $25pFriend; $50~Patron; $100~Benefactor) ~ 

TAGT DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCrIBLE. 
(Please duplicate as needed..) 

! 
S 

""', W'.; r>,;; ~ 0;<:, ~-" _ J 
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~or Your T AGT Files 

Texas Association for Gifted & Talented, Inc. 
[984 Executive Board 

Paul Slocumb, President 
(713) 543'{)958 
Director of Curriculum 
Dickinson ISO 
P.O. Drawer Z 
Dickinson, TX 77539 (Region IV) 
Dee Trevino, President~Elect 
(512) 686-0515 
Gifted/Talented Coordinator 
McAllen ISO 
23rd Street 
McAllen, TX 78501 (Region I) 
Kay Weise, First V ice-President 
(409) 760-7718 
Coordinator of Gifted Programs 
Conroe ISO 
702 N. Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 
Evelyn Hiatt, Second V ice-President 
(512) 834-4451 
Education Specialist II 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11 th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIll) 

Kathy Aldridge, Secretary 
(915) 698-2141 
Teacher 
Abilene ISO 
3282 S. 13th Street 
Abilene, TX 79605 (Region XIV) 
JoAnn Houston, Immediate Past President 
(817) 488-9588 
Assistant Superintendent 
Grapevine-Colleyville ISO 
3051 W. Highway 26 
Grapevine, TX 76051 (Region XI) 
Dr. Don Williams, Executive Vice-President 
(817) 381-0951 
Director, Support Services 
Birdville ISO 
6125 E. Belknap 
Ft. Worth, TX 76117 (Region XI) 
Ann Shaw, Ex-Officio Board Member 
(512) 834-4451 
Program Director for Gifted Education 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11 th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

Regional Representatives: 

[ Diana Garcia, Loredo State University, 206 S. Dakota, Laredo, TX 78041 (512) 722-8001, ext. 334 
[I Sally Defenbaugh, Consultant, ESC Region II, 209 N. Water, Corpus Christi, TX 78401 (512) 883-9288 
[II Wayne Craigen, Coordinator of Gifted/Talented, Victoria ISO, P.O. Box 1759, Victoria, TX 77902 (512) 576-3131 
[V Mary Tallent, Graduate Assistant, Texas A&M University, 3337 Lodgepole, College Station, TX 77 840 (409) 845-1802 
V Jim Lang, Director of Curriculum, Silsbee ISO, 415 West Avenue N., Silsbee, TX 77657-4799 (409) 385-5288 
VI Nancy Roberts, Lecturer, Dept. of Educational Psychology, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843 

(409) 845-1802 
VII 
VIII 
[X 
!e 
!eI 

!ell 
!eIII 
!eIV 

!eV 
!eVI 
!eVIl 
!eVIII 
!eIX 
i(X 

Reba Schumacher, Consultant for GIT, 112 Katy Dr., Longview, TX 75601 (214) 984-3071 
Patti Pierson, Teacher, Aikin Elementary School, 3100 Pine Mill Road, Paris, TX 75460 (214) 785.{)451 
Nina McNeill, Gifted Coordinator, Wichita Falls ISO, 1104 Broad St., Wichita Falls, TX 76308, (817) 723-4177 
Suzee Oliphint, Coordinator of Curriculum, Dallas ISO, P.O. Box 372, Dallas, TX 75204 (214) 426-3324, ext. 204 
Dr. Jeanne Hranitzky, Professor, Texas Womens University, 3211 Wintergreen Terrace, Grapevine, TX 76051 
(817) 382-5536 
Jean Kemp, Coordinator of Gifted Education, Belton ISO, 2010 N. Beal, Belton, TX 76513 (817) 939-3535 
Doris Pyle, Coordinator of Gifted Programs, 1311 Round Rock Avenue, Round Rock, TX 78664 (512) 255-4431 
Dr. Bertie Kingore, Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth, Hardin-Simmons University, Drawer E, 
Abilene, TX 79698 (915) 677-7281, ext. 355 
James Coffey, Consultant, ESC Region XV, Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 (915) 658'{)571 
Donna Clopton, College of Education, West Texas State University, Canyon, TX 79016 (806) 656-3607 
Sharon Bass, 2517-55th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 (806) 799-1012 
Mrs. Barry N. (Mary) Beck, Parent, 4309 Arroyo Drive, Midland, TX 79707 (915) 697-3373 
Jeanette Covington, P.O. Box 275, Clint, TX 79836 (915) 851-2714 
Pat Long, Parent, 11105 Vance}ackson Road, San Antonio, TX 78230 (512) 696-1852 

:ommittee Chairpersons: 

{elen Taulbee, Scholarship 
512) 573-0731 

Consultant, ESC Region III 
1905 Leary Lane 

)onna Clopton, Research 
806) 656-3607 

.1r. & Mrs. John Lamond Ill, Legislation 
817) 336-2777 

Victoria, TX 77901 
College of Education 
West Texas State University 
Box 246 
Canyon, TX 79016 
Parents 
P.O. Box 7630 
Ft. Worth, TX 76111 



THE DYNAMICS OF UNDERACHIEVEMENT: 
A MULTIDIMENSIONAL PHENOMENON 

Few groups of exceptional children 
receive as little sympathy as the under~ 
achieving gifted. "Why doesn't he JUSt 
try harder?" wonders an exasperated 
teacher who has doneeverything she can 
to encourage a student to live up to the 
potential that is apparent in his test 
scores. "Where did we go wrong?" ask 
guilty parents who see their exceedingly 
bright child coasting through school 
with a minimum of effort and results. 
"Who does he think he is, anyway." 
comment students who have been 
victims of his sarcastic put~downs. And 
finally: "Why don't they just leave me 
alond" complains the child himself, 
who apparently has decided that he 
doesn't want to be an academic winner. 

Most gifted underachievers are the 
victims of neglect that they themselves 
have engineered, directly or indirectly. 
Sometimes the child's greatest desire is 
to be like everyone else, and so he does 
everything necessary to avoid being 
singled out for special attention. Some~ 
times his self~esteem is so low that his 
attempts at social interaction are saba-
taged by his own fear, hostility, 
defensiveness, and-paradoxically-his 
overwhelming desire to be accepted. 
Whatever the reasons, most gifted 
underachievers are so dissatisfied by 
their lack of accomplishments that they 
will do anything to avoid facing their 
own shortcomings. Ironically, their 
quick intelligence and precocious verbal 
skills provide them with just the weap
ons they need to deflect confrontations 
with teachers and parents who have 
exaggerated faith in the efficacy of 
"reasoning" with these children. 

"The gifted underachiever ... appears 
to be a kind of intellectual delinquent 
who withdraws from goals, activities 
and active social participation." These 
words, written in 1957 by John Gowan 
in his review of underachievement 
among gifted children, describe what 
may be the central characteristic of 
gifted underschievers: withdrawal from 
exactly those activities at which the child 
would be expected to excel. Why is it 
that some gifted children simply refuse 
to "play the game" according to the 
rules established by the school, his 
family, or his peers? Marvin Fine and 
Roger Pitts, writing in the Gifted Child 
Quarterly, have reported on what they 
consider to be important, relevant 
aspects of the dynamics of underachiev~ 
ing gifted children. While no singk 
factor is likely to explain a given child's 
pattern of underachievement, teachers, 
parents, counselors and even the child~ 
ren themselves may find it helpful to 
identify the ongoing processes that 
support underachievement, in order 
that a more appropriate pattern of 
behaviour be established. 

Why Johnny doesn't live up to his 
potential 

Low self;esteem. The low self
esteem experienced by most gifted 
underachievers discourages them from 
taking risks and tackling academic chal~ 
lenges, which in turn continues to 
diminish their sense of self~worth. Such 
children may exhibit a considerable 
amount of bravado to cover personal 
anxieties. 

Interpersonal attitudes. The child 
who experiences low self~esteem may try 
to build himself up at others' expense. 
Such children are often experienced by 
others as coming from an "I'm OK
You're not" attitude. The ridicule, 
sarcasm, or sophisticated vocabulary 
that the child uses to put down other 
pupils results in social isolation. The 
gifted underachiever is likely to blame 
other children for not accepting him, 
when in fact it is his own attitude that 
has engineered the response from other 
children. "The gifted child participates 
inprovoking the rejection, develops a 
kind of psuedo-self~sufficiency and 
denies responsibility for the rejecting 
behavior of others." say Fine and Pitts. 

Defense tactics. As indicated in the 
example above, it is important to the 
underachieving gifted child to interpret 
his behavior and social interactions in 
personally favorable terms-anything 
less would be a setious threat to the 
child's already weak self~esteem. Unfor~ 
tunatelioJ, the child's advanced verbal 
skills serve him well in this self~defen~ 
sive endeavor to intellectualize and 
rationalize his behavior. The child may 
be so skilled in deflecting confrontation 
and in creating verbal tangents that 
reasoning with him becomes an ineffec~ 
tive way to modify his behavior. The 
more the teacher or parent tries to talk 
out the problem with the child, the more 
the child is able to indulge in intellectual 
and verbal gymnastics that distance him 
from the actual problem. 

"Adultizing" the child. The preco~ 
cious verbal and reasoning skills dis~ 
played by the child encourage parents to 
act as if the child were an older, more 
mature individual. "The communica~ 
rion between patents and the child 
becomes 'adulti:ted' as the parent is 
seduced by the child's verbal skills," 
note Fine and Pitts. Treating the child as 
an adult not only gives him more power 
than he has the judgment to use, but may 
inhibit normal emotional reactions and 
growth as the child strives to act "grown 
up"-i.e., forma\' polite and aloof. Such 
feigned maturity, by implying that the 
child is an adult rather than a srudent, 
supports the child's nonachievement 
pattern. 

Family conflicts. The gifted undet~ 
achiever can become the fOcus for or 
cause of conflicts involving two or more 
other family members. Sometimes the 
conflicts already exist, say, between the 
parents, and the child is simply a 
convenient focus of attention. In these 
cases, the conflict may well take the 
form of one parent supporting the child 
and one being critical of the child. Such 
conflicts do little to help the child break 
out of his nonachieving patterns-
indeed, drawing battle lines may in effect 
maintain the status quo. 

Interaction dynamics. Family con~ 
flicts over the underachieving gifted 
child will frequently be ritualized into 
formal routines which, on the surface, 
are intended to help the child, but which 
in fact support the existing problem. 
Fine and Pitts cite the following ex
ample: "After school the mother 
anxiously inquires if the child has home
work; the child makes an ambiguous 
response; the parent gets angry and 
threatens to call school; the child pro
duces some homework; and then the 
ritualistic interactions shift to how long 
the child will work and whether the 
aSSignment will be completed tonight or 
tomorrow morning, etc. The time and 
energy spent by the parent in ttacking 
down the assignments and in expressing 
concern and anger are quite extensive. 
The task itself is often fairly quickly 
completed once ~he child puts energy 
into it." 
Parent~school conflicts. As with in~ 

trafamily conflicts, these battles 
between parent and school usually result 
in the maintenance of the status quo. 
Usually the conflict centers around find
ing fault: The parent blames the school 
for not providing an appropriate pro~ 
gram for the child ("He's so bright, and 
they're not doing anything to help 
him"); the school blames the parent for 
creating the problem ("None of this 
would have happened if Bobby was pro~ 
perly disciplined at home"), The child, 
meanwhile, is sufficiently skilled at 
getting his own way that he is able to fuel 
both sides of the argument by dropping 
well~placed hints and complaints about 
other people's inadequacies. 

Deficient skills. Eventually, the 
child's unwillingness to apply himself to 
academic taSks results in deficient skills. 
To bolster his faltering sense of self~ 
esteem, the child may well play games 
with himself that sound like "1 could do 
it i£1 really wanted to-but I don't, so 1 
won't." Unfortunately, the weaker the 
child's skills, the less willing he is to risk 
putting effort into learning, since such 
effort may reveal skill deficiencies he 
doesn't really want to know about. 

The strength_of this unwillingness to 
risk is often overlooked by teachers and 
parents who believe the child's under~ 
achievement problem would disappear 
"if only he would apply himself." The 
child doesn't share the teacher's confi~ 
dence in himself, and is afraid to put his 
defenses aside and put himself on the 
line. 

Reinforcement effects. A child who 
gets a lot of concern, attention and even 
affection for his underachievement is 
being reinforced for behavior that the 
teacher and parent ostensibly -want to 
change. In addition, any anger that the 
child harbors against his teachers or 
parents may be expressed by provoking 
them through non-compliance with 
their expectation. This kind of paS8ive~ 
aggressive behavior, like most of the 
interactions in which the gifted under~ 
achiever participates, supports the atti~ 
tudes and behaviors that promote 
underachievement. 

Outside interests. The gifted child 
who is nOt doing well in school often has 
some outside interest toward which con~ 
siderable time and energy are devoted. 
Sometimes this outside activity reflects 
an interest that is not fulfilled in school 
and that truly reflects the child's strong~ 
est talents. Gifted musicians, for 
example, might fall into this category. 
Often, however, the child is heavily 
interested in an activity, such as stamp 
or coin collecting, that supports the 
child's isolation from his peers. The 
child's real interest in such areas may not 
be as important as his needs to defend 
himself from his peers and to prove that 
he is an expert at something. Meeting 
these needs by building model rockets is 
not likely to help the child's under~ 
achievement problems in schooL 

Motor deficiency. Children who get 
very positive feedback about their pre
cocious verbal skills are more likely to 
stay with something they're good atthan 
invest time and energy in motor skills, 
such as sports or pape[~and~pencil tasks, 
that don't provide a similar payoff. The 
child may thus appear to have 
perceptual;motor problems when in fact 
what he lacks is practice, effort, and 
motivation. Such children may avoid or 
interfere with athletic activities at which 
they aren't sure they can excel, and will 
report being rejected by their peers be
cause of their poor athletic skills. In fact, 
the child himself may irlitiate thepattem 
of rejection by taunting or criticizing 
other children, refusing to play by the 
rules, or exhibiting generally poor 
sportsmanship. 

Teaching Gifted Children, 
July-August, r9BI 
A Cmft-Nei Publication 

Envy is ignorance; imitation is suicide. No kernel of nourishing com will come to a man by his toil bestowed upon that 
plot of ground given him to till. _ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Self-Reliance 
Man's mind stretched to a new idea never returns to its original dimensions. 

Author Unknown 

If a man does not know to what port he is sailing, no wind is favorable. 
- Socrates 
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1h8lnsDiraDon I Resources 
01 Dr. Ann MeDea-Cooper 
AVAILABLE TO YOU WHENEVER YOU NEED 
through a tape library of seminars and speeches which: 

• Identify characteristics of the gifted 

• Delineate strategies for teaching and parenting 

• Describe techniques which motivate and develop 
talented persons 

• Help parents, teachers and gifted students themselves 
enhance the quality of their lives. 

Have you attended workshops or lectures which contributed valuable information and insight to your task of educating 
gifted students and wished that you could retain that magical spark when you returned to your own classroom or home? 
Now, Dr. Ann McGee-Cooper presents proven concepts and fresh insights into the education of the gifted, a field in 
which she is a nationally recognized leader, in a form available to you whenever you want to recall, reinforce or extend 
them through your own work as teacher or parent. 

"These excellent tapes contain a continuity of 'how to' ideas that provide exciting, creative, artistic procedures for 
teachers and parents to use with g/t youngsters. Everyone concerned with gifted students will find these a 'must' for 
his/her library of resources." -Laura Allard, Associate Director, Gifted Students Institute 

1. DISCOVERING THE GIFTE!>NESS IN YOUR CHILD 
Tips for recognizing and acknowledging factors of giftedness within us all. 

2. SELF-MOTIVATE!> LEARNING 
Switch from dependence on outside direction to discovering the 
momentum of self-directed learning. 

3. THE LINK BETWEEN LEARNING DISABILITIES & GIFTE!>NESS 1 & 2 
We are all both gifted and disabled, but each in different ways. Turn 
limitations into advantages. Develop appreciation for individual 
differences. Understand right and left-brain dominance and how we 
limit appreciation to half our potential. 

4. DISCOVER YOUR GIFTE!>NESS 
Own and build upon your unique individual strengths. New 
perspectives on personality factors which don't fit the mold. 

5. NOTHING MUCH HAPPENS WITHOUT A DREAM 
An invitation to parents and teachers of the gifted to accept the challenge 
of role-modeling and to learn to pursue their own life dreams of joy and 
self-fulfillment. 

6. THE THIRD WAVE: GIFTED CURRICULUM FOR THE FUTURE 
What should we be learning NOW to be prepared for the 
changes coming in the third and fourth waves of the future? 
This tape links gifted education curriculum to unlocking 
potential for meeting future needs. 

7. PARENTING THE GIFTED 
Giftedness is not convenient! Before the rewards may come 
challenging problems, growing pains. Here are helpful 
insights for parents and other caring adults. 

TOTAL 

PRICE 
$10.50 

$ 10.50 

$ 21.00 

$ 10.50 

$ 10.50 

$ 10.50 

$10.50 

#OFCOPIES AMOUNT 

ORDER ALL 8 TAPES FOR $84.00. We pay postage on all pre-paid orders. All others, add 75~ per tape. 

Please Ship To (Name) Please Mail Check to: MCGEE-COOPER ENTERPRISES 

Address _____________________ _ 

City State ___ lip 

P.O. Box 64784 
Dallas, TX 75206 
Phone (214) 357-8550 TAGT 



Tbis maa is WIRTBD 
By Teachers, Parents, and Kids all over the country! 

Teacher of the year in a class by himself 
By MAGGIE KENNEDY 

Staff Writer 

DUANE TRAMMELL'S students paid him the high
est compliment a teacher can receive. When asked 

to rate their teacher on a scale of one to 10, none of the 
fifth graders gave him less than an 11. One boy rated 
Trammell a 30. 

It's obvious in talking to Trammell's students that 
they think he's special. "He's great," said one. "He's a 
good teacher because he does things that are interest
ing," said another. "No one ever falls asleep in his 
classes," quipped still another. 

Ten-year-old Idol Mallard put it this way: "None of 
us would be here in TAG (talented and gifted) if it 
weren't for Mr. Trammell. He pushed us and encour
aged us to go for TAG. He makes school worth coming 
to every day." 

Duane Trammell, 28, who teaches fourth, fifth and 
sixth graders in the talented and gifted program at 
T. G. Terry Elementary School in South Oak Cliff, is 
the Dallas Independent School District's teacher of the 
year for 1983-84. He was chosen recently from a field 
of 117 nominees by a special committee representing 
DISD professional organizations. Within the past year, 
he's also been the recipient of a Ross Perot teaching 
award and honored as an outstanding teacher in 
DISD's Oak Cliff subdistrict. 

Duane Trammell sometimes wears a costume in class to keep his students 
interested in the subjects he is teaching, top. Above, Trammell motivates his 
students by involving them in the process of learning. Trammell, a teacher 
at T. G. Terry Elementary School, was chosen teacher of the year by the 
Dallas Independent School District. 

You too can have Duane Trammell, chosen Teacher of the Year, share winning ideas with your parents, 
teachers, and staff. 
Select seminars and speeches from many exciting topics such as: 
• TIME MANAGEMENT FOR UNMANAGEABLE PEOPLE 

Time management has been earmarked as a #1 priority for gifted kids all over the nation. 
• BUILDING BRAINPOWER 

Learn to double your thinking potential by using a whole-brained approach to learning. 
• AWAKEN YOUR CREATIVITY 

Research tells us that creative thinking in children plummets after two years of education. Learn how 
to turn this around. 

• GIFTEDNESS IS NOT CONVENIENT 
Parents, kids and teachers can learn to make this resource positive and appreciated. Learn about a 
marvelous approach to burn-out. 

TO SCHEDULE A SEMINAR PLEASE CONTACT: 
McGee-Cooper Enterprises 
4236 Hockaday 
Dallas, Texas 75229 
214/357 -8550 or 2141739-6295 
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NEW FROM 

K-8 

200 WAYS OF USING IMAGERY IN THE 
CLASSROOM: 
A GUIDE FOR DEVELOPING IMAGINA
TION & CREATIVITY IN ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS 
by Dr. Michael T. Bagley 

Kari n K. Hess 

The best available practical book to help you use imagery 
in the classroom. 

202 exercises in areas such as language arts, science, math, 
social studies, music, art, and guided fantasy. Also includes 
introduction to the use of imagery, conditions for enhanc
ing imagery, relaxation and concentration techniques, .. 
instructional imagery, step-by-step approach to imagery, 
mUlti-sensory imagery exercises, techniques and strategies 
for using imagery in the classroom, and how to establish a 
climate for imagery. 

ISBN, 0-89824-084-0 
PRICE, $15.00 

ELEMENTARY - JUNIOR HIGH 

Announcing the second part of 
TRILLIUM'S LOGO CURRICULUM 

Level I is Introduction to LOGO (grades 2 -6) 
KIDS WORKING WITH LOGO: 

APPLE (0735) $2.95 each 

KIDS WORKING WITH LOGO: 
TEXAS INSTRUMEI-ITS (0743) $2.95 each 

(books for IBM LOGO & TRS-SO COLOR LOGO are 
forthcoming) 

Level II is Problem Solving (grades 4 - 7) 
BUCKFANG'S LOGO CHALLENGE (077S) 

for APPLE & TI LOGO $3.95 

Designed to teach the problem-solving strategies identi
fied by Polya. 

Aimed at developing comprehension of all cases-a 
developmental stage Piaget identified as occurring at 
about age 12. 

Circle items desired and send ad with check or purchase 
order. For orders up to $20.00, please add $2,00 shipping 
and insurance. For orders of more than $20.00, please add 10%. 

HIGH SCHOOL 

FUTURES STUDIES: 
PERSONAL & GLOBAL POSSIBILITIES 
By Charles E. Whaley 
An introductory curriculum designed to give gifted secon
dary students new perspectives on the multiplicity of 
futures possible for us. 
Builds awareness of the choices open to us and the ramifi
cations of our actions. Includes classroom activities, scena
rios, and research directions. 
A major affective benefit for students who have used this 
curriculum is increased optimism about the future. 

ISBN, 0-89824-0S1-6 
PRICE, $7.95, class discounts available for orders of more 

than 20. 

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION: 
DEVELOPING SKILLS FOR YOUTH 
by Dr. John F. Feldhusen 

Dr. Will'lam E. R'lchardson 
A practical applied manual for high school students. 
Includes examples, activities, and clear student objectives. 
Contains chapters on An Introduction to Leadership Educa
tion, Outcomes of Leadership Education, Personal Charac
teristics of Effective Leaders, Skills of a Group Leader, 
Developing Group Goals, Planning Group Activities, Com
mittee Organizations, Parliamentary Procedure Skills for 
Leaders, & Special Abilities. The objectives for the student 
are listed at the beginning of each chapter. Text developed 
and used extensively by Purdue's Advanced Leadership 
Programs. A sourcebook for student councils. 

ISBN, 0-89824-085-9 
PRICE, $9.95, class discounts available for orders of more 

than 20. 

BUCKFANG (our turtle whose parents didn't know enough 
to get him braces) challenges the student to solve a simple 
geometric problem-which turns out to have literally mil
lions of possible solutions. Along the way Buckfang takes 
the opportunity to relate problem solving in LOGO to other 
tasks and challenges kids face. 

Forthcoming in this series are, 
VOL III-Words, Lists, Numbers 
VOL IV-Advanced Graphics & Programming Concepts 

TRILLIUM PRESS 
P.O. BOX 9111 
MADISON SQUARE STATION 
N.Y., N.Y. 10159 



Happenings Around the State 
Rt.'gion II 
Sally Defl·nhaugh 

Mrs. Kay Carpenter and Mrs. Marge Koenig, 
G/T teachers in Gregory-Portland l.SD., have 
been busy implementing units they wrote last 
summer in a curriculum writing class at Corpus 
Christi State University. 

Fifth and sixth graders at Gregory-Portland are 
studying "Man at the Marketplace." Students are 
working on developing a business and marketing a 
new product. Students choose to develop a sole 
proprietorship, a partnership, or a corporation. 
Guest speakers have played an integral part in 
making the unit successful. Dr. John Carpenter, 
professor of Management at Corpus Christi State 
University, spoke to the students on "Steps in 
Starting a Business". Betty Rylander told of the 
business environment in China as part of the 
group's study on alternative economics. Mr. Tom 
Jones, an independent geologist, spoke to the 
students about how he organized his own business 
and the type of service he provides. A field trip to 
Baker Marine was a highlight of the group's study 
of businesses. Students visited the computer and 
engineering departments of Baker Marine and 
toured an offshore drilling rig owned by Marine 
Drilling Corporation. When the unit is complete, 
students will make comprehensive reports to their 
parents and school administration officials. 

Third and fourth graders completed a study of 
"Man as an Inventor". Students developed an 
original invention, or adapted an existing pr<xiuct 
to a new use. These were presented to parents and 
school administrators at a "Private Showing of 
Original Inventions". The students explained how 

they followed the steps of the scientific problem 
solving method to develop their inventions. 

Students nnd teachers at Gregory~Pordand ISD 
have certainly been a "bee~hive" of activity so far 
this year. 

Region III 
Wa)ne Craigen 

V ictoria Independent School District has 
operated a gifted/talented program for six years, 
and now has the program in ten of the seventeen 
elementary schools, all of the intermediate 
schools, and both of the high schools. The 
giftedltalented program addresses the areas of 
language arts, mathematics, and science. Within 
the content area of language arts, the program 
services the creative/productive student in grades 
K-12 and the student with specific subject matter 
aptitude in language arts in grades9-12. Ms. Kathy 
Neece has been a teacher of the gifted at Victoria 
High School for five years. She teaches the course 
entitled "The American Experience" to 11 th grade 
students who are gifted in the specific subject of 
language arts. 

Ms. Neece recently invited a local award_ 
winning poet, Mrs. Winifred Schramm, to teach 
the students how to write a pantoum. This form of 
poetry, according to Mrs. Schramm, is of Malayan 
origin. The structure of this poetic form lends 
itself equally as weI! to suspense as it does to 
humor since there is precise order in the repetition 
of lines throughout the poem. Ms. Neece decided 
to utilize this product form for two reasons. 
"First," she said, "since it was near Halloween, I 
felt that the suspense of the season and the study of 

and now ... 

Irving and Poe would enhance each other. 
Furthennore, I wanted my students to realize that 
there are benefits in the manipulation of language 
to achieve a particular purpose or effect, just as 
Benjamin Franklin has suggested in his 
AHlobiography which we read recently." 

For practice, Mrs. Schramm asked the entire 
class to work together to produce a pantoum based 
on Washington Irving's "The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow." The class made a good beginning on the 
project, and then each student was asked to create 
a pantoum of his own. 

"We decided to follow the structure closely, but 
that we would allow each poet to choose either 
eight or ten syllables per line. The number of 
stanzas, also, would be left to the individual. The 
rhyme scheme, the line repetition scheme, and the 
ending with the repetition of the first line would 
not be altered," Ms. Neece explained. 

Ms. Neece reported that the students have 
seemed to enjoy this activity. When given a choice 
of forms of poetry to use for a given assignment, 
most have chosen the pantoum. "Despite their 
initial reluctance to write anything but free verse," 
she said, "the students seem to be discovering that 
creativity can occur within given limits, 
boundaries, and structures." In fact, Ms. Neece 
reported that the structure had been a very definite 
boon to idea production. 

Following is a delineation of the structure for a 
pantoum. In addition, an example of a student's 
work, marked with rhyme scheme and line 
scheme, is included. 

VOLUMES OF 
INTELLIGENT 
EDUCATION 

THE FEAR 

Ways to Have Fun With My Mind 
Teaching for Thinking 
Alpha Cards 
Awareness Book 
The Writing Kabyn 
(The First) First I Think 
First I Think 
Convention Posters (Capitalization and 

Punctuation) 
Developmental Writing in the Elementary 

and Middle School 
Getting Started in Developmental Writing 
Geocabulary Cards 
Maneras De Divertirme Con Mi Mente 

(an adventure story) 

... 
WRITING A STORY 

(a story writer's self-report) 

Your Creative Thinking and 
Written Language Center 

KABYN BOOKS 
5643 EI Cajon Boulevard. San Diego. 

California.92115 
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Educators have come to realize that the most neglected student in the classroom is the gifted student! But TEACHERSNEED 
HELP to meet the challenge of gifted education, in regular as well as in "accelerated" programs. 

Ruth Lawrence, a leader in classroom design for gifted students, 
has developed, tested, and now published a new resource to meet this need: 

THE MATH COLLEGE * 
A SELF-DIRECTED EXPLORATION OF MATHEMATICS FOR 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 4-8 
Designed for ease of use with generations of students, this unique teacher's resource provides 

Comprehensive review of basic skills, assessment of student needs (ideal for transfers) 
"Which-Way Math" exercises appropriate for all students 
Self-paced work for gifted students stressing higher level thinking skills 
Opportunities for students to develope self-responsibility (freeing teacher time) 
Playfulness, challenge and recognition of student achievement through the highly motivating "college" format 

An Introduction clearly explains how to use this versatile tool, adapting it to your particular classroom situation. 
( 178 pages, reproducible as needed for students) 

Says Dr. Ann McGee-Cooper, nationally respected author and consultant in the field of gifted education, 
"Ruth is one of the most talented and sensitive teachers I have observed in my work throughout the 
country .. , Every classroom grades 4-8 should make The Math College a priority resource for its 
gifted students." 

TO ORDER, send a check for S19.95 plus S2.0S postage and handling (and 6% Texas sales tax, if applicable), with your name and address, to 

LAWRENCE ENTERPRISES 

9 Lundy's Lane 
Richardson, Texas 75080 

*' Ruth I.av.Tence's ENGLISH COLLEGE will be available May 31. Order now for the guaranteed pre-publication price of S 19 .95 (plus postage and tax as ahove.) 

Re~am \' 
Jim Lan!.: 
Ninety (90) Gifted and Talented students in 

BurkeviUe, Chester, Deweyville, Kountze, 
Newton, Spurger, Warren and Woodville school 
districts are being served by Project Chrysalis. a 
G/T cooperative sp:msored by Region V ESC. 
Project Coordinator, Ann Stelter, says these 
students, Grades 3-6, are served in the areas of 
general intellectual ability and creative and 
productive thinking. 

To help prepare the OIT teachers, Region V 
ESC has sponsored the following staff 
development programs: 

Higher Level Thinking SkiUs ~ Kay Weise, 
Coordinator of Gifted Programs, Conroe, LS.D. 

Gifted/T alented Methods and Materials ~ 
Patricia Leadbetter, Engine ~ Uiry, Inc. 

Curriculum Materials Production - ESC staff. 
These cooperative teachers and coordinators 

have also attended the TEA Institutes on Gifted 
Programs in Small Districts and on Teaching and 
Learning Strategies for the Secondary Level. They 
turned out in force for the Texas Association for 
the GiftedlT alented Conference in Fort Worth. 

Project Chrysalis is helping the students in 
these districts to have the same opportunities for 
developing their talents as their counterparts in the 
larger systems, 

Rt.:l-:llln \'111 
P,lttl Pll'r,un 

The Texarkana ISO 5th and 6th grade PICT 
classes started the year with a mini-study of Law 
and Justice. Police officers, lawyers, and judges 
were among the resource people that came to 
speak to the classes. Students had an opportunity 
to visit the city jail and some selected courts within 
the city to see our judicial system first hand. The 
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culmination of the study was a "mock trial" 
presented by each class. The students were given 
details of a crime and a list of the witnesses. Each 
performance was video taped after members 
prepared their "own" testimony. 

The 3rd and 4th grade gifted students in 
Texarkana have been involved in a study unit on 
the environment. Interviews with community 
residents of at least fifty years were conducted by 
students to discover the relationships of progress 
and problems in our environment. Students' 
projects were presented during an assembly 
including the entire school body. Panel discussions 
and public service announcements were aired on a 
local television station. Ecology balloons were 
released, and a "Concern for our Environment 
Booklet" was made. The Clean City Commission 
of Texarkana submitted the students' work on the 
environment to "Keep America Beautiful, Inc." 

Students in grades 4-8 in the North Lamar ISO 
gifted and talented program are working intensely 
with computers using Logo and BASIC 
programming. Fifth grade students are involved in 
a study of the brain including a self~evaluation test 
to determine if they are left or right brain thinkers. 
The sixth grade GIT students are planning a 
human community with ecological impact as the 
main factor. Gifted students participating in U.l.L. 
competition have excelled. ChadJohnsonand Erin 
Swint won 1 st place in their respective divisions in 
number sense. 

The G/T students in Oaingerfield~Lone Star ISD 
have been involved in various special projects. 
Students in grades 3-6 are fOCUSing on computer 
literacy and a speed reading unit. Fourth and fifth 
grade students have included their families in 
projects revolving around superstitions. Grade 
five students are studying aeronautics including a 
field trip to an airport and a pilot as a guest 
speaker. Grade 6 students have examined 

cemetaries and the Middle Ages. 
Finally, Redwater ISO has implemented this faU 

a GfT program for grades 6, 7, and 8. 

Rt."lo::lOn XI1 
Jean Kemp 

Killeen ISD is developing a program that is 
similar to the Challenge '83 series in which middle 
school students can use their knowledge in a 
different situation and can become more aware of 
events surrounding them. 

From this program they hope to gain insight into 
middle school students and see how their 
knowledge is being applied, and how much is being 
retained. The middle school students will be 
encouraged to be more aware of world situations 
and of unusual trivia. They hope to provide high 
school teachers with a look at a few of their 
incoming students, and to expose the middle 
school student to academic competitiveness to 
which they have not been accustomed. 

The students involved in the program will be 
seventh and eighth graders from K.l.S.D. and 
C.C.I.S.D., as well as St. Joseph's parochial school 
and Good Shepherd parochial school. Each school 
will be represented by a team of four consisting of 
at least one seventh grader and one eighth grader. 

The preliminary matches will be held on April 
23 and 30. On April21 there will be two matches 
with the winners of these matches meeting on May 
7. Two more matches will be held on April 30 with 
the winners meeting on May 7 also. The two 
winners of the semi-final matches will meet 
sometime during the week of May 9~12 for the 
finals. 

There will be two types of questions directed to 

the teams. The first type of question is a toss~up 
question. These questions will be taken from 
current events. When these questions are 
answered correctly, the-team is awarded points and 



a chance at another type of question which are 
based on academic material. These questions are 
valued at various numbers of points, depending 
upon their difficulty. 

Overall, they feel this proposed program will be 
very beneficial to both the high schools and the 
middle schools. 
Diana Glosson 
Helm Armstrong 
Mrs. Peggie Watson 

Rt'ginn XVI 
Oonna (J\\pton 

Children in grades kindergarten through fourth 
grade who are gifted in the general intellectual 
ability area began attending special classes in the 
Amarillo Gifted and Talented Education 
(AGATE) program on October 17, 1983. This 
program was implemented gradually after severa! 
years of planning and study. 

The first implementation phase, which was 
begun in March, 1982, consisted of a library-based 
enrichment program. Continued srudy indicated a 
need to provide more varied instruction for 
Amarillo's gifted and talented children. This 
year, three itinerant GT Facilitator/Teachers 
travel to the schools to conduct multi~age, multi~ 
disciplinary classes for qualifying students. Gifted 
and Talented education is being further studied by 
an ad hoc committee appointed by the Board of 
Trustees. They are serving as an evaluation 
committee for the program. 

Regions XVi and XVII are working together to 
host a TAGT Regional Conference on March 29~ 
31, 1984. Present plans call for the conference to 
be held in Canyon at West Texas State University 
this year and at Texas Tech in Lubbock next year. 
A special focus will be on the needs of parents and 
regular classroom teachers. Small group presenters 
are needed, and additional information can be 
found on page 5 of the TAGT Tempo. 

... a teacher's 
guide for sequentially 

presenting the most 
exciting year of learning 

your students may have ever 
known ... eight complete units 

... ninety-two lessons ... over two 
hundred well-organized pages 

" .. 

Gifted Students Seen as Key to 
Excellence . 

To 18~year~0Id Lisa Gillespie, high school 
graduation meant she "would no longer be looked 
down on for being smart." To Gordon Clay, 14, 
school is a frustrating place where talented football 
stars get countless more cheers than do talented 
students. 

Gillespie, a Raeford, N.C., native, and Clay, of 
Paducah, Ky,. are two of the nation's 3 percent t05 
percent of children estimated to be gifted or 
talented. And yesterday, they were among eight 
such youths who told their stories to a Senate 
panel. 

The students said they find it ironic that as the 
nation's leaders are stressing excellence in 
education, there is little money for the top 
students. "We are America's future. Won't you 
invest in us?" asked Jonathon Scwarn, a 14-
year~old Washington, D.C., student. 

These eight students were the lucky ones. They 
had attended special summer programs for gifted 
students at the North Carolina School of Science 
and Math in Durham, N.C., or the Talent 
Identification Program at Duke University, also in 
Durham. 
Motivation, Inspiration 

They ~id ~he programs changed them, giving 
them motivation to excel in schools that had bored 
them and making them realize how much they 
could do with their lives. But other gifted students 
never get the chance to participate in such 
programs and can get lost in the public schools, the 
students told the Senate Children's Caucus, which 
is chaired by Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-Conn. 

Federal money should be used to provide 
scholarships to those kinds of programs for gifted 
students, suggested Sandra Chavez, a 15~year~0Id 
student from a bilingual family in Uvalde, Texas. 
Moira Walsh, 14, from Greenwich, Conn., agreed 
the programs are crucial: "l felt challenged for the 
first time." 

The students gor a receptive audience from 
Dodd and Sen. Bill Bradley, D-N.j., who are 
cosponsors of a bill, S. 1975, to re.-establish a 
separate federal gifted and talented program and 
fund it at$50 million a year for four years, with the 
bulk o.f t~e money going to states. The program 
was ehmmated by the 1981 reconciliation law 
w~i.ch also made gifted and talented progra~ 
eligible for, funding under the Chapter 2 block 
grant. 
Federal Focus Needed 

Since the federal government retracted its sup~ 
port for gifted programs, some states have Contin~ 
ued efforts in the field, but others lack the resourc~ 
es to carry out similar programs, Dodd noted. 
"Without a federal focus on educating highly 
talented youngsters, it is unlikely that state depart
ments of education or local schools will be able to 
reach them all," he said. 

While the gifted students were speaking to the 
caucus and to several classes of gifted students 
from the Washingron, D_C., schools, the Labor 
and Human Resources Committee, which has not 
yet scheduled hearing ofS. 1975. also was told the 
federal government has a role in gifted educa.tion. 

At the panel's third and final hearing on excel
lence in education; David P. Gardner, chairman of 
the National Commission on Excellence in Educa~ 
tion, said the federal government should help 
states and localities meet the needs of key groups 
of students such as the gifted and talented and the 
handicapped. 

In the commission's report, "A Nation at Risk," 
the federal government also is said to have a duty 
to set and help pay for the fulfillment of national 
educational goals, Gardner noted. While much 
can be done without massive investment, 
"excellence assuredly will cost more than 
mediocrity," he said. 

-RW 
from EdlK:afion Daily, Nov. 10, 1983 

Your students will experience ... 

Bloom's Taxonomy 
Critical Thinking 
Creative Problem Solving 
Visualization 
Goal Setting 
The [ffed of foods and Stress 

on Well-Being 
The Steps of the Scientific 

Procedure 

"Chrysalis is ~ comprehensive proKram {or pifted 
students. It u'lil nurture and extend creatiue think
in/! in the immediauo environment as u'eli as the 
cnmmunity at lar!!e. This bonk will also tap the 
teacher's creativity as it becnmes a rich resource 
{or muitj-dimensinnallearni~ and teachin/!_" 

Anita D. HaL~tead 
Creativity Consultant Editor. 

('reativity New'ork Neu'slRtter 

"Huoray.' Houray.' 1 am truly delighted with this 
buok {?r several reasons: lJ it (oster.~ creativity 
and Critical thinking in kid.~; 2) it makes fascinal
mg bUI difficult ('oncepts accessible to students: 3) 
teachers (i'ld il easy and practical 10 usp' and 
4) il contains unique. long-time-needed aciil!ilie.~ 

.~uiled lrJ ail kinds of rlassroom silualion.~. 
Again. HOfJray-'" 

Pal Wasley. 
Curriwlum Gellera/i.~1 

Testing Unexplained 
Phenomena 

Perceptions of Beauty and the 
fine Arts 

Understanding World Problems 
Planning for the future 
Selection ... Design ••• Sharing 

of an In-Depth Independent Study 

Save $5.00 on inb'oductory olferf 
Order NOW and pay only $29.95 
... regularly priced at $34.95. 

Send your check to: 
ZEPHl'R PRESS 

430 S. Essex Lane, Dept. C 
Tucson. AZ 85711 - (602) 623-2022 
Offer g"ood until September 30,1984 

OR 
Send for a fully detailed description 
of CHRYSALIS plus a free copy of 
the ZEPHYR catalog. REACHING 
THEIR HIGHEST POTENTIAL 

containing more than 100 of th~ 
finest materials for the 

gifted. 

..-. 
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Mammen Receives NAGC Award 
SAN ANTONIO, TX-SamMammen, 
a former TAGT Second Vice President, 
is the recipient of the John C. Gowan 
Graduate Scholarship Award from the 
National Association for Gifted 
Children (NAGC). The award was 
announced at the NAGC 1983 
Conference in Philadelphia. 

GIFTED STUDENTS 
INSTITUTE 

GSI offers a day camp and residential 
programs at Texas college campuses, 
Mexico and Canada. Programs are 
tailored to gifted students and educators. 
Call or write today for your copy of the 
GSI Summer Brochure. 

John Gowan Graduate Scholarship is 
awarded each year to 10 individuals 
from major universities in the nation 
based on recommendations, curriculum 
vita, and leadership potential in the field 
of gifted education. ------------

Mammen is a doctoral student at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He is the first and only student in the history of U.T. at 
Austin to receive the NAGC award. 

GIFTED STUDENTS INSTITUTE 
611 Ryan Plaza Drive Suite 1117 

Arlington, TX 76011 
817265-7143 

Mr. Jon P. Newton, Chairman of the Board of Regents of the 
University of Texas System congratulated Mammen on his receipt 
of the award. Newton said, IIThis distinction recognizes 
Mammen's commitment to the University community, and brings 
great honor to the University of Texas at Austin." 

D YES, send a copy of the GSI Summer 
Brochure to: 

Mammen is currently president of Educational Consultant 
Service, an organization that provides staff development and curti; 
culum resources for Texas schools. He is a charter member of 
TAGT and served on its Executive Board from 1979-1982. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

Parent/Community Concerns 
Sometimes the visible leaders, such as 

PTSA presidents, are not the opinion 
leaders of the community. According to 
some research on power structures of 
communities, depending on size, the 
following sectors are in descending 
orders of influence upon community de
cision making.:!. 

2James Longstreth, "Guide for Administrators
Knowing Who's Who in 'Power Structure' Can 
Pay Dividends," The American School Board Jour
nal, August 1966. 

Kay Weise, Editor 
TAGTTempo 
Conroe Independent School District 
702 N. Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 

TAGT Tempo is published by the Texas 
Association for the Gifted and Talented, 
702 N. Thompson, Conroe, TX 77301. 

TAGT is a non-profit organization of 
parents and professionals promoting 
appropriate education for gifted & talent
ed in the State of Texas. 

T AOT Tempo is published quarterly and 
is available through membership or upon 
request. Address all correspondence re
garding T AGT Tempo to the above 
address. 

TAGT annual membership is $10.00. 
Send membership fees to: TAGT, P.O. Box 
14768, Ft. Worth, Texas 76117. 
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1. Newspaper editors and 
publishers 

2. Presidents of large banks 
3. Physicians 
4. Owners of large businesses 
5. Presidents or executives of the 

Chamber of Commerce 
6. Outstanding lawyers in the 

community 
7. Women active in social activities 

WINTER 1984 

STATE ZIP 

8. Old line politicians 
9. County Commissioners 

10. Ministers of large churches 
11. Political party leaders 
12. County agents (farm) 
13. Well known union leaders 
14. School superintendents 
15. Recognized leaders of Negro 

community 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
u.s. Postage 

Paid 
Fort Worth, TX 

76101 
Permit No. 3320 


