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TAGT: 

Movement and Momentum 
It is a shame that the general member

ship of T AGT hasn't had a chance to 
witness firsthand at least one meeting of 
the Executive Board of T AGT. Reading 
about their actions, decisions, and 
discussion certainly provides a clear 
picture of the direction of the 
Association, the commitment of the 
Board members, and the enormity of 
issues facing them. No amount of 
rhetoric, however, could accurately 
communicate the atmosphere of 
teamwork and intensity of efforts to 
explore all possible means of ensuring 
growth and prosperity for our cause. 
The facts speak clearly for dedication; 
the excitement underlying the facts 
defies description. 

The most recent instance of all this 
took place February 3-4 when the Board 
gathered for a weekend retreat at April 
Sound Resort near Conroe. The officers 
met Thursday evening and Friday 
morning to review the agenda prepared 
by President Paul Slocumb, to orga
nize and direct the tasks of the full 
Board, which was to convene Friday at 
2:00. The Board meeting opened with an 
address by Dr. Margaret Kress, Assis; 
tant Director of Gifted and Talented, 
Houston lSD, who had requested to 
share with the Board the possible impact 
of House Bill 246 on gifted program
ming. She expressed a deep concern, 
regarding not the nature or intent of the 
Bill, but rather the high potential for 
excessive rigidity due to administrative 
interpretations of required implementa~ 
tion. In districts which have already 
begun to address the essential elements 
and accompanying time requirements, 
such local administrative constraints are 
definitely emerging. Dr. Kress made 

some very salient points in urging 
leaders of gifted programs to take a firm 
position to ensure flexibility of imple; 
mentation for our gifted and talented 
students. Appropriate flexibility, given 
the support of local administrators, will 
in no way violate compliance with the 
essential elements in HB 246. Educators 
and parents of gifted students would do 
well to keep in close touch with admini; 
strators as they determine local strate~ 
gies for implementation. 

Reports from the Executive Commit~ 
tee (officers of TAGT) opened with an 
update from Dee T revino, President~ 
elect, on the status of plans for the fall 
conference to be held in McAllen. The 
local arrangements committee has, of 
course, already begun full force to 
prepare for that event. Members may 
expect a full preview in the summer issue 
of Tempo. First Vice President, Kay 
Weise, recommended, and the Board 
approved, that T AGT contract with 
Tarrant Printing of Fort Worth to print 
the Tempo. Of necessity, the winter issue 
was done by Tarrant, and the Board was 
extremely pleased with the quality of 
that issue. Second Vice President Evie 
Hiatt recommended continuation of the 
annual membership contest and re~ 
viewed the guidelines for competition. 
Again, the increases in membership 
between January 1 andJune 1 will count 
toward the competition. The Regional 
Representative recording the largest 
percentage of growth will again receive 
the Hats Off Award at the fall confer
ence. 

Immediate Past President JoAnn 
Houston presented a timeline for this 
year's election procedures. The appoint~ 
ed committee will canvass the member~ 

ship for nominations in this issue of 
T empoj members will also receive letters 
soliciting nominations. May 1 will be the 
deadline for submitting nominations. 
The Nominating Committee will then 
present candidate information in the 
summer issue of T empa. Ballots will be 
mailed to the membership on August 1, 
to be returned no later than September 
15. The Executive Board strongly en
courages all members to learn about the 
nominees and to vote for their choices. 
W ide involvement in the election is 
extremely important to the strength of 
the Association. 

President Paul Slocumb recommend
ed, and the Board approved, the ap
pointment of Dr. Helen Taulbee (Re
gion V) to chair the Finance/Scholar
ship Committee, filling the vacancy 
created by Laura Allard's resignation. 
Standing Committee reports began with 
a proposal by Lee Anne Lamond, Legis
lative Chairperson, that T AGT launch a 
'(Media Blitz" prior to the November 
elections. 

Finance/Scholarship Chairperson, 
Dr. Helen Taulbee, then reviewed the 
guidelines and procedures for awarding 
T AGT scholarships. Applications re
ceived by March 15 will be reviewed by 
the Scholarship Committee at the next 
Executive Board meeting on April 7. 

Region V Representative Jim Lang 
shared with the Board an association 
networking plan proposed by the Texas 
Community Education Association. 
The Board appointed Jim as the T AGT 
liaison to that association. Region XVI 
Representative Donna Clopton report~ 
ed final plans for the first T AGT 
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Paul Slocumb 

From tl'le 
President 

Your Executive Board has just com
pleted its second meeting of the year. 
Members of the Board met February 3 
and 4 at April Sound in Conroe. This 
was the annual retreat for the Board. The 
retreat setting serves two major func
tions: (a) it gives newly elected Board 
members an opportunity to get 
acquainted with other Board members, 
and (b) it gives the Board an opportuni
ty to deal in depth with issues which 
affect the direction of the association. 
The membership is to be commended 
for electing quality, dedicated people to 
serve on the Executive Board. Your 
Executive Board consists of thirty-one 
menbers this year, and they are a 
knowledgeable, professional, hard
working group. 
The Board approved amendments to 
Association Bylaws, one of which re
flects a new position for the organiza~ 
tion, that of an Executive Secretary. 
TAGT has grown rapidly in the last six 
years. With this growth have come 
increased responsibilities to the mem
bership. The Executive Secretary posi
tion will be based in Austin. In the past 
many of the duites appearing in the job 
description of the Executive Secretary 
have been performed by Dr. Don Wil
liams, Executive Vice President, Bird
ville Independent School District. He 
has given countless hours to the Asso
ciation. The Association, however, has 
reached a point in its history in which it 
needs even more time, more than any 
one employee in a school district can 
give. Don has done an outstanding job 
serving the Association and gifted and 
taie~ted education at a time when the 
cornmitmc>nt of a few was crucial to its 
survival. 

Your Executive Board is working dili
gently to establish a structure for T AGT 
which will accomplish several things: 
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1. Establish the permanence of 
TAGT, creating a strong advocacy 
base for gifted and talented educa
tion in this state. 

2. Establish a working structure so 
that any individual member can 
serve the Association without 

having to depend heavily upon the 
resources of a local district. This 
will permit parents and teachers to 
hold an elective office in T AGT 
regardless of the resources avail~ 
able to them. 

3. Establish an efficient communica~ 
tion network between the Associ r 

ation, individual members, and 
affiliate members. This cornmuni~ 
cation network is critical to the 
timely and accurate dissemination 
of information relevant to gifted 
and talented education as legisla
tive issues and state rulings unfold. 

Conference plans are in motion under 
the capable leadership of Pte side nt-Elect 
Dee Trevino. Our conference next year 
will be in McAllen, November 15-17, 
1984. Specific details concerning our 
annual conference will appear in the 
Tempo. It's going to be an exciting con~ 
ference with many exciting sessions, 
plenty of space for meetings, and moder
ately priced rooms. Mark your calendar 
for November 15-17, TAGT, McAllen. 

Your Association is governed by a 
very capable Executive Board. Each 
member is represented via a regional 
representative. I would like to encour
age you to use these regional representa~ 
tives by letting them know your con
cerns, your opinions, and your wishes. 
They are available to assist you. A great 
way to get involved in the Association is 
to let your representative know you 
would like to help; they will put you to 
work. 

As the Association grows, and as we 
articulate more clearly our structure and 
direction, the greater the need for in
volved members. I would like to invite 
you to get involved in TAGT by contact~ 
ing your representative or by contacting 
me. Share your gifts and talents through 
your Association. Together, T AGT and 
programs for gifted and talented stu
dents are strengthened. Be a significant 
part of gifted and talented education by 
recruiting and serving others interested 
in quality services for gifted and talented 
students. That's what we're about. 

TAGT Tempo 

Editorial 
Committee 

Teacher/Stuc~ent News 
Thelma DO\vies 
Elementary Supervisor 
\l(/ est Orange Grewe ClSD 
P.O. Box 1107 
Orange, Texas 77630 
( 409) 886-4462 

Research in Gifted Education 
Donna Clopton 
College of Education 
West Texas State University 
Canyon, Texas 79016 
(806) 656-3607 

Focus on Parents 
Dr. Rita Bryant 
(Parents Advocacy Group) 
School of Education 

and Psychology 
University of Texas at Tyler 
3900 University Blvd. 
Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 566-1471, ext. 331 

Dr. Bertie Kingore 
(Parent Education) 
Director of the Threshold 

Program for Gifted Youth 
Hardin-Simmons University 
Drav.'er E 
Abilene, Texas 79698 
(915) 677-7281, ext. 355 

Advertising 
Kathy Aldridge 
Crockett Elementary 
Abilene ISD 
3282 S. 13th Stteet 
Abilene, Texas 79605 
(915) 698-8992 

If you have any items in these four 
areas that you would like to see included 
in the Tempo, please contact the 
appropriate Assistant Editor. They are 
eager to know your interests, even if you 
have only a suggestion for them to gather 
information about. Input from the 
membership will help the Tempo truly 
meet the needs of its readers. So please 
let us hear from you. 

TAGT thanks these outstanding 
professionals for donating their time 
and energies to\vard the growth of the 
organization and this publication. 

Oh what a tangled web do we 
parents wea<'e <vhen they think that 
their children are naive. 

- Anonymous 



~ove~ent/~o~entu~ 
(cont. from p. 1) 

Regional Conference to be held in 
Canyon, March 29-3 L The Board 
allocated a maximum of $500 to under
write costs accrued by that conference. 

One of the major issues facing T AGT 
COncerns the enormous responsibility 
currently assigned to the Executive V ice 
President, Dr. Don VI iHiams. The 
business of the Association has rapidly 
outgrown the capability of any full time 
school district employee to handle 
comfortably - or even uncomfortably, 
At the November board meeting, JoAnn 
Houston agreed to chair a Task Force to 
study the current status of this position, 
identify areas of concern, and present a 
recommendation to the Board. JoAnn 
reported the Task Force's recommenda
tion that an Executive Secretary based in 
an Austin office, be employed On a 150-
day contract, effective September 1, 
1984. The committee further recom
mended that membership dues be in
creased to provide revenue for the 
projected budget. The Executive Board 
accepted the recommendation, approv
ing a dues increase to $20, effective 
September 1, 1984, and set the salary 
range at $12,000-$15,000 for the first 
year. TAGT has advertised the position 
and hopes to begin interviewing appli
cants for recommendation at the April 7 
meeting of the Executive Board. 

President Paul Slocumb presented the 
bylaws amendment and an update on the 
development of a procedures handbook 
for the Association. Board members 
then broke into small groups to review 
and edit the proposals, subsequently 
approving the amendments as revised. 
Other business induded appropriation 
of $800 to sponsor one of the Duke 
Talent Search Awards Ceremonies in 
Texas. President Slocumb appointed an 
ad hoc committee, chaired by Evie Hiatt, 
to establish categories of T AGT mem
bership and to clarify procedures for 
and benefits of local affiliation with the 
state association. 

The meeting ended with a deep sense 
of accomplishment and promise for the 
future ofT AGT. The quality of commit
menr shared by all members of the 
Executive Board must be visionary, 
exceeding the expectations the general 
membership might have for strong lead~ 
ership and representation. Of course, in 
the real results for gifted education, that 
commitment must be supported by the 
active involvement and input from every 
member of T AGT. 

Ka)' Weiss, Editor/First Vice President 
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Gifted Personalities 
Gifted and talented students h~l\'e 

something in common with persons 
with adv~nced college degrees-intui
tive personalities, according to research 
conducted by a Texas Tech University 
higher education professor. 

Dr. Dayton Y. Roberts administer~d 
the Mvers-Brigg Type IndiG'ttor (lviBTl) 
to 97 gifted and talented high school 
students recentlv at Texas Tech. He said 
no previous research has heen puhlishcd 
using this particular 166-item, in-depth 
personality instrument with gifted and 
talented students. 

Students tested \vere from through
out Texas. A large majority, almost 76 
percent, \vere typed as mtuitive person
alities, about the S,Ufle percentage of 
intUltives which \vould be found among 
a group of persons v,:itb doctoral de
grees 

Intuitive types like solvmg ne\',·' r,ruh~ 
lerns, dislike doing the same thing on~r 
and over again, enjoy learning a ne\\' skill 
more than using it, \vork In bursts of 
energy powered by enthusiasm with 
slack periods in between, put n:,.,o and 
two together quickly, are impatient ivith 
routine details, follow their inspirations 
(good or bad), often get their facts a bit 
wrong and dislike taking time for 
precision. 

Sensing types (the majority of people) 
dislike new problems unless there are 
standard \;,,'a1'S to solve them, like 
established routine5'" enjoy using al~ 
ready learned skills instead of learning 
new ones, work steadily with a realistic 
idea of how long a task will take, must 
usually \"lork all the way through to 
reach a conclusion, are patient \\,lth 
routine details, rarely trust inspirations 
and don't usually get inspired, seldom 
make errors of fact and tend to be good 
at precise work. 

Roberts, \"'+l() has conducted more 
than 200 workshops using the MBTI in 
colleges Jnd universities throughout the 
United States and in the Caribbean, said 
the intuitive scores for his group of 

gifted 8nd tc11ented students is the 
high-.:st percentage of intuitives hi::' has 
found below the graduate leveL 

The students' MBT! scores were 
compared with scorcE. for 2,794 Florida 
high school students typed with the 
MET] as a base. 

Roberts said the high percentage of 
intuitives among the gifted and talented 
students is consistent with their high 
achievement on standardized tests and 
thei r performance in school. 

According to Roberts, "Results on 
even this smali number are interesting 
because of the close link with scores 
obtained repeatedly bv persons with 
dGctoral degrees." He plans to do 
further research with gIfted and talented 
~tudcnts, he s2.id. 

Devdoped 21 years ago, the lvfBTI is 
b?,sed on C8.r! Jung's theories of psycho
logIcal types . .lung says there are two 
ways of perceiving-sensing Clnd intui
tion, and two ways ofjudging-thmking 
and fedmg. In addition to these types, 
JEng says thel"e are characterisdc types 
for introversil!rl (concern \vith the inner 
world of concepts and ideas) and extra
version (mteresteJ mainly in the outer 
",'orId of actions, objects and persons) 
and for judging and perceiving lifestyles. 
Students \vere typed for all the traits. 

Roberts said the sensing and intuition 
scores and the scores for introversion 
and extn'!version for the students ·were 
the only areas where the students 
differed significantly from the general 
population. 

He said 50 percent of the students 
were typed as introverts and the other 
half extraverts, while some 75 percent of 
the general population and public 
school students 3fe extraverts and only 
25 nercent are introverts. 

Roberts said extreme introverts and 
extreme extraverts are some\vhat rare, 
but there were a fev,; arnong the group of 
gifted and talented students. 

High-scoring or extreme introverts 
have a strong leaning to\vard drama or 
comedy or other niches where they can 
put on some type of mask Roberts said. 
Surprisingly, many of the people who 
stand out in the crowd and are the most 
attention-getting are introverts even 
though shyness is one of the traits of 
introverts. 

See Research, cont. p. 20 
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HAPPENINGS 
such stories as "Battle Fight
ing Man, George Lord," {(Sut
ton-Taylor Fued," "Too 
Tough to Die, 'l and "A Union 
Soldier in a Hot Bed ofRebs. " 

REGION III 

WAYNE 
CRAIGEN 

Memories of A Bygone Generation 

Cuero Independent School District 
reinitiated PEP (Program for Enrich
ment and Productivity) in the Junior 
High School this year. This program 
addresses the areas of language arts, 
social studies and mathematics. 

Students have been researching the 
history of DeWitt County through 
interviews and reading old newspapers 
and documents donated to the local 
museum and local newspaper office. 
They made tombstone rubbings of old 
tombstones dating back to the eariy 
1800's. 

Their first efforts culminated in a 
publication entitled Reflections Past and 
Present. This magazine features a touring 
car in the Turkey Trot of 1912 on the 
front cover with the inscription, nEach 
age is a dream that is dying or one that is 
beginning." The back page shows the 
old firehouse, Merchants Protective 
Hose Co. No. 1. 

Volume I of Reflections Past and Pre
sent records for posterity the last faint 
memories of people who knew the first 
generation pioneers who settled this area 
These students, all born during the space 
age, have done an outstanding job of 
recording the history of the horse and 
buggy days. 

The first half of the publication deals 
with Cuero's early history and boasts 
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The remainder of the maga
zine features interviews with 
vari.ous local citizens includ
ing local artist, Jan Kurtz. 

. Other present day articles 
include "Cuero's lvieer and 
Eat Place," "The Pause that 
Refreshes," aLld "Cuero's 
Pride and] oy»' the story of 
DeWitt Countis Court
house. 

Indeed the community has 
rallied to the spirit of a bygone 
generation. Over five-hun
dred copies of the magazine 
have been purchased by 
Americans all the Yvay from 
North Carolina to Houston. 
As one avid citizen stated, 
uThis publication has done 
more to put Cuero back on 
the map since winning the 
state championship in football 
back in 1973." 

Staff members instrument
al in implementing this project 
included Rosemary Sheppard, 

Janet Ivioeller, Kaye Tarkington, Marga
ret Bluntzer, and Dianne CO\vey. Their 
students are nOH' eagerly preparing for a 
second publication. 

by Debra Baros 
Curriculum DireCl'OT 
C!-cero Independen[ School District 

REGION IV 

MARY 
TALLENT 

Parent affiliates: Parents in the Brazo
sport and Angleton school districts have 
formed the Support Group for Giftedl 
Talented Education and have already 
affiliated with T AGT. A t least 20 
members joined T AGT on the night that 
Paul Slocumb, T AGT president, spoke 
to this newly-formed group. Paul com
mented that this was a terrific group who 
wanted to facilitate the development and 
growth of programs for the gifted. 
Welcome to our newest affiliate group. 

Two other school districts have ex
pressed an interest in forming a group to 
support gifted! talented children. These 
are the Alvin Independent School Dis
trict and parents in the Spring Inde-

pendent School District. It is truly 
exciting to see all of the enthusiasm 
being generated in Region IV at this 
time. 
Futures arul the Gif;;ed Cc,.ferer<ce 
The conference which was jointly spon
sored by the \XJ orld Future Society and 
by the National Association for Gifted 
Children was heid in Houston in late 
January. This was the first convention of 
its kind and proved ~o be 8 real success. 
Peter Bishop, Chair of the Department 
of Future Studies at UH/CLC; Geoff 
Fletcher, Coordinator of Computer 
Instruction in LaPorte ISO; Margaret 
Kress, Assistant Director of Gifted 
Programs in Houston ISD; Louise Bell, 
Staff Development Training Specialist 
in Dickinson ISD; William R. Nash, 
Director of the Gifted and Talented 
Institute at Texas A&Iv1.; Rita Culross, 
Assistant Professor at UH/CLC; June 
Scobee, Visiting Assistant Professor at 
UH/CLC and myself were among the 
members of Ihe steering committee. 
Assistance was provided by Joyce Jun
tune of the National Association for 
Gifted Children. This conference v'/as so 
well-received that plans are under way to 
hold it in Houston again next year. 
Local District News; Iv1:arlys Lackey, a 
teacher in Humble IndepEndent School 
District's Wings program, reports that 
st:udents in this gifted program simul.at
ed a one-room school house. Each 
student interviewed someone ·who had 
taught in or attended a one-room 
school. Spanning five decades and 
covering 16 states, students present~d 
an oral report or a tape. Research involv~ 
ed finding out the educational back
ground of the U.S. presidents, writing to 
President Reagan, determining the 
status of one-room schools by writieg to 
46 State Education Agencies, and mak
ing personal contacts with students in 
one~room schools in Nebraska and New 
York. Culmination of all research was a 
simulation of a one,room school on 
November 22 with grade-level recita
tions; period dress, furniture, games) 
music and curriculum. Beth Sheridan) 
Wings coordinator, hopes that their 
correspondence ."lith other students 
may have begun a network of gifted stu
dents. 

Students in the Challenge program in 
Katy Independent School District were 
honored by having a survey about the 
future published in the summer issue of 
Chart Your Course magazine. They are 
attempting to find out the opinions and 
concerns of other GICIT youth about 
the world of today and tomorrow. The 
results will be sent to Congressmen, 
appropriate Congressional committee 
members, the United Nations Ambassa
dor and to leading statesmen in the 
countries which have students who have 
participated. For further information, 
write to Linda Carswell, Challenge 
teacher; West Memorial Junior High 
School, 22311 Provincial Boulevard; 
Katy, Texas 77450. 



REGION VIII 

PATTIE 
PIERSON 

SOCRATES students in Paris lSD, 
grades 6, 7, and 8 have been studying la
sers in connection with the Texas Future 
Problem Solving Program. The 7 th grade 
classes placed a conference cali to Dr. 
Austin Gleeson, Associate Dean, De~ 
partment of Natural Sciences, Univer~ 
sity of Texas in Austin, and an expert in 
the field of lasers. During the call, the 
students fired questions ranging from 
laser micro-surgery to satellite weapon
ry. The 6th and 8th grade classes will 
view a laser used in cataract surgery. 

Students have been enthusiastic about 
the prospects cHasers in their future and 
have created several possible laser 
ninventions of the future.') Included 
were: a laser ear piercer) a brain-wave 

REGION Xl 

JEANNE 
HRANITZKY 

Talk About Teacher Burnout 

If anyone in the state could be consi
dered an expert on ((teacher burnout" it 
would have"to be Annette Burk, Teacher 
of the Gifted and Talented in grades K-5 
in the Olympus Program in Springtown. 
On October 5 of last year, after she had 
just completed the identification of one 
hundred and ninety candidates for the 
Springtown program for the gifted, her 
thoughts were interrupted by the shrill 
sound of the fire alarm. Thinking that it 
was only a routine drill, she grabbed her 
purse and briefcase and opened her 
classroom door to a hall full of black 
smoke. After reaching the outside, she 
watched helplessly as every single teach
ing aid that she had accumulated in 
twenty,two years went up in flames. She 

,also watched the room that was to house 
thirty gifted students the following week 
completely destroyed. The following 
days, she sifted through the rubble of the 
destroyed school building to find only 
salvagable remains of the fifth and part 
of the sixth grade identification scores. 
There was absolutely no room anywhere 
for a gifted and talented classroom. 

Annette then began to practice what 
we preach in gifted education ... brain
storming and creative problem solving. 
She came up with the idea of a bus that 

exciter, a laser heater, a painless dental 
drill, a laser trash exterminator, and a 
laser missle detection and defense 
system. . 

Eighth grade students are studying 
economics, specifically the stock mar
ket. Each class will study m.arket trends, 
economic activity which affect the 
market, and several specific companies. 
The' classes purchase stock in their 
chosen corporation. The sttlcients then 
observe) graph, and predict the stocks 
over several months. -

The study of Greek Mythology has 
produced wonderful drawings and inter~ 
pretations, original poetry, and the 
creation of original gods, goddesses, and 
myths. One student constructed an 
elaborate labyrinth; another devised a 
beard game using mythological mon
sters and beasts. The study will culmi~ 
nate with each group developing a new 
mythological civilization with characters 
and myths to explain its creation, and 
examining different rypes of conflict 
which surround it. 

Submitted B" 
Sandy Mericle 

could be a traveling classroom for her 
gifted and talented students. \Xlith the 
permission of her superintendent, she 
approached the director of transporta
tion and found a bus that was no longer 
in use. With the aid of the creative and 
mechanical abilities and patience of her 
husband and the help of a small group of 
ladies who are supportive of the Spring~ 
town gifted and talented program, she 
converted the bus into her dream. The 
rennovation took almost two months to 
complete. The seats V'.1ere removed to 
create an open area, the bus was wired to 
accommodate fluorescent lighting, elec~ 
tric heating, air conditioning, and the 
use of computers; carpeting was laid and 
curtains were hung; wheelwells \vere 
cushioned and covered to make couch~ 
es; and old lockers were added to allow 
for storage. The outside remains school 
bus yellow and proudly displays the title 
of the Springtown program,"Olympus." 
As Annette has said, "from ashes has 
come my dream" the mobile classroom 
for the gifted of the Springtown Olym
pus program. 

Fifth grade Olympu5 program. 

REGION XIII 

DORIS PYLE 

Round Rock Independent School 
District implemented its Talented and 
Gifted Program in 1979. Since that time, 
Doris Pyle has been supervisor of the 
program. 

The language arts and mathematics 
program for intellectually gifted/ special 
subject area aptitude students in grades 
2-12 is offered on ail 16 campuses. The 
program for creative/productive think~ 
ing students is offered in grades K-12 
through the Future Problem Solving 
activities, art classes, and mentorship 
class. Students in grades 10;12 can 

, qualify for the leadership program in 
journalism. A mentorship course is 
offered to senior students for career 
gUidance. A wide array of community 
professionals including physicians, 
astronomers, architects, engineers, and 
artists serve as mentors. The instruc; 
tional program includes 57 teachers and 
28 mentors serving 1,267 students. 

The high school program is expanded 
by the Peop\e-to-People Student Am
bassador Travel Prcgram and the Texas 
Academic Decathlon. Additionally, the 
in;school TAG Program is supported by 
enrichment activities organized by the 
Round Rock Talented and Gifted Asso
ciation (RRTAGA), the parent/com
munity support group. The RRTAGA 
sponsors the TAG Program Products' 
Fair held each Spring and co-sponsors 
the "Super Saturday Program" with the 
YMCA. The program provides 5 ses
sions on 5 Saturdays each semester for 
pre~schoolers through ninth graders. 
M.entors for the sessions come from the 
community, RRTAGA membership, 
and teachers. Two~hundred fifty~four 
children are involved in the Spring 
semester sessions which include ballet, 
papier-mache, sand casting, flying, 
chimney sweeping, gourmet cooking, 
and cave exploration. 

Teamwork involving the school ad
ministrators, teachers, parents, stu~ 
dents and community members con
tinues to characterize the development 
of the Round Rock TAG Program. 

The society that does not require 
excellence of its plumbers and 
philosophers will not have plumbing 
or phiLosophy that holds umer. 

- John Gardner 
Excellence 
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REGION XIV 

BERTIE 
KINGORE 

Region XIV has numerous small 
school districts. One exciting endorse
ment of the increased interest in gifted 
eQucation in this area is the growing 
number of small districts who are work
ing to form programs to meet the needs 
of their gifted students. Their organiza
tions are often creative inasmuch as the 
paradigms of large district gifted pro
grams do not necessarily fit the needs of 
smaller school systems. Hamlin, Sweet
water and Merkel school districts are 
examples of these developing programs 
and we applaud their efforts for gifted 
students. 

Abilene's gifted program) Project 
ALPS 1 has added an important feature 
worth sharing. They have a newsletter to 
keep parents informed of ;.he happen
ings in their students l classrooms. As a 

REGION X\/I 

DONNA 
CLOPTON 

The Gifted and Taiented Institute at 
West Texas State University is 'working 
with the Region XVI ESC to provide a 
monthly ful1~day seminar program lor 
gifted area students in grades 9-12. 
Approximately 20 school districts parti
cipate. The seminars take/lace in 
Amarillo or on campus an usually 
address the fine arts, sociology, techno
logy l and science. A special day for 
junior high students has been planned 
for March. 

Mary ] ane Reeves 
Director 
WTSU Gifted & T a1ented 1 nstiture 

Third and fourth graders in the 
Dumas I.S.D.'s PEGS program have 
spent the year researching American 
Indians. One of the special activities 
they enjoyed was tanning an elk hide and 
then using the hide to make moccasins. 
The students have made masks for 
Indian dances and have \vritten a play to 
share with others what they have learn
ed. 

High school students from Dumas 
will compete with teams from area 
schools in the Mock Trial Contest to be 
held in Amarillo in Match. The students 
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new feature, every issue of that news
letter also contains a reprint of an arti~ 
de which they feel may be beneficial to 
parents. Thus ALPS teachers facilitate 
the learning of both students and pa~ 
rents. 

The differentiated curriculum so 
needed by gifted students is exemplified 
in Abilene's ALPS program. ALPS 
students experience e~;citing learning 
opportunities which integrate the curri
culum. SOD"le recent projects include the 
development of nS'Language Disction
aries» (creatiD~ dictionaries for slang 
\~:,ords), studying photography and 
making pin-hole cameras, and combin
ing ethnographic and historical research 
by producing a slide/tape presentation 
of local history viewed through the eyes 
of distinguished residents. Another 
noteworthy project involved the pro~ 
duction of videotapes by groups of 
students concerned about such con
temporary issues as drug abuse, middle 
schcol l tunavlays and shoplifting. These 
tapes ref1ect hours of research and 
production_ totany conducted by gifted 
students. The taDes will be available for 
use in classI'oorn-s throughout the school 
district. 

have practice sessi.ons on Fridays during 
horneroorr.'., uEless there is c:n assembly, 
and also meet in the evenings, reports 
1v'1r5. lvlary Sheehan l PEGS Facilitator. 
Dumas attorney, Rick Russwork serves 
as their legal advisor. 

Dumas students participating in the 
Ivioclc Trial Contest include David 
\X/ arci, David T arum, Tracy Carnahan, 
Cassandra Good, Jana Scribner, Amy 
McDoughal, and Christie MinUey. 

Roselyn \Volfe of Region XVI ESC is 
coordinator of the liA.ock Trial Contest 
program. 

! Wings 

r: Come dm_{:n if you can 
Ii t Before )'OU lift too strong, 
! Before you soar too high for 
~ Quiet life. 
~ What will the)! say when 
I You dart crazy quick 
! Beyond their sight - u'ithout 

I Their cheers - propelled not by 
Their cause but by a Heart 

I So power full that they would 
Never nod their dull approval, 
For they could never tow:h 
The Truth of your bright flight. 

- Kay Weiss 
January 1984 L-_________________ ~ 

REGlON XX 

PAT LONG 

The Gifted and Talented Exploration 
(GATE) program at Fort Sam Houston 
Elementary School, San Antonio, Texas, 
has long been known for the academic 
program for students K..6. Starting as a 
state pilot program in 1979, the pro~ 
gram has enriched the lives of approxi~ 
mately 100 students per year. The pro
gram has had to be primarily individualr 

ized since, of the 1,000 students enrolled 
in the elementary school, 30% are trans
ferred to other military posts around the 
world each year. 

Likewise, there is a constant influx of 
new students from every culture and 
background. Each student brings a rich 
tapestry of various cultural experiences 
that must be nurtured and developed. 
The elementary classrootn teachers 
found that many students, who vvere 
quite gifted 111 the fine arts areas, were 
not qualified in the academic areas as 
defined by the rigorous GATE identifi
cation standards. 

The teachers, being sensi.tive to each 
chUd's needs and self-concept, suggest~ 
ed that art and music teachers develop 
programs for outstanding students in 
art, music, and drama. The principal, 
superintendent, and school board en~ 
thusiastically supported the expansion 
of the GATE program with additional 
monies, materials, and planning time for 
teachers. 

The art and music teachers then let 
their abilities and imagination take 
flight. Following the model of the GATE 
academic program, each student is 
nominated for screening by their par~ 
ents, classroom teachers, community 
members, or private art, music, or 
drama instructors. The nominated 
students are tested and interviewed by 
the special area teacher, and the results 
are graphed on a matrix. With the 
matrix completed, a GARD (Gifted 
Admission, Review and Dismissal) 
Committee made up of principal, grade 
level counselor, special area teacher, all 
of the student's classroom teachers, the 
parents and the student, if he or she 
desires, meet to consider eligibility. In 
the meeting the student's scores and 
individual accomplishments are re
viewed and discussed. The student's 
se1fr concept and ability to maintain 
classroom assignments while participat~ 
ing in a specialized "extra curricular" 
program are all taken into considera~ 
tion. Students are required to maintain a 



Region XX (cant) 
lien average in all academic subjects 
while participating in GATE art, music, 
and/ or drama. Each student must make 
up work missed dUring the hour and a 
half per week in the GATE class. . . 

The art program was concelve~. 
designed, and implemented by Linda 
Malcom, in her concern for developing 
the talents of those students who 
showed extraordinary ability in the 
weekly classroom art classes. She creat
ed the GATE art class. The matrix for 
placement into the GATE art class in
cludes the Williams Divergent Thinking 
Test, the Artistic Talent Check Sheet, and 
three assigned drawings; drawing a build
ing to indicate the student's mastery of at 
least two point perspective; designing 
shapes to indicate mastery of unity) vari
ety, and balance; pencil drawing to indi
cate proportion, texture, and perspective. 
The teacher and parents are then asked 
to rate the student on a scale of 1-5 as 
compared to other children's artistic 
abilities. 

The program for the GATE art stu
dents includes individual as well as 
group activities. The students' accom
plishments are recorded and dated on a 
check sheet that is sent home to parents 
each six weeks. The check sheet shows 
the student's accomplishments in basic 
design and the study of art theory. Group 
projects include line drawings, tex~ure 
studies, traditional watercolor, sdk
screen, batik, drawings with charcoal, 
ink, paint, markers, and pencils, and 
ex-perimental painting with watercolor, 
tempera, acrylic, and oiL In a~dition to 
training in each of these techmques, the 
students complete research projects on 
their favorite school of art and artist. 
They study art careers and how to train 
for and pursue these careers. Classroom 
and school-based work is enhanced by 
field trips to local art shows and mu
seums. 

The individualized art program is 
designed to introduce each ~tuder:t t? 
the basic art elements and deSIgn prmCI
pIes. Mrs. Malcom has created indivi
dualized booklets for each student to 
study the principles, and then solve a 
problem using the information learned 
in the study. These studies include the 
tasks of analysis, synth~sis, a~d evalua
tion to the following: the color wheel, 
value chart, color compliments, line, 
shape, space, texture, value, or. design 
principles. Each booklet con tams the 
facts needed to solve the problem at the 
end. For example, after studying the 
color wheel, the student must rearrange 
the color wheel into a twelve-part design 
with the correct sequence or progression 
of colors, using only the three primary 
colors in the painting process. The 
design may not be a circle. After study
ing the value booklet, students design a 

value chart using lines, dots, and cross 
hatching to achieve five different degrees 
of shading. Then they design a value 
chart tracing one color through SIX 

shades from highlight to dark. With 
individualized instruction in the line 
booklet, the students create an optical 
illusion by using line or lines of shape 
with two colors of fluorescent paint. 
The width of the lines must vary and 
show movement to various parts of the 
papers. Each student culminates the ye~r 
with an individual art show. Srudents m 
grades 4, 5, and 6 participate in the pull
out program for an hour and a half each 
week. Mrs. Malcom is planning a men
tor program with a high school commer
cial art class to provide students an 
opportunity to learn air brush tech
niques and commercial layouts for 
advertising. . 

Students are nominated by theIr 
music teachers, Bruce Sanders and 
T amey Bomersbach, for rhe GATE 
music program after observation during 
regular music class and after listening to 
each student sing solo on !tAmerica" to 
check for voice quality and ability to 
carry a melody. Students who are 
cunently having or have had private 
music instruction are given some extra 
consideration but this does not neces
sarily prove to be an asset f<?r accep~ance 
into the program. Mr. Sanders deslgned 
a six-part test, five parts of which are 
musical in content, and the sixth being a 
"Teacher Rating" of the student's 
performance in music class. The five 
musical sections consist of 1) singing a 
scale in which a C major scale, ascending 
and descending, is played once on the 
piano, and the student sings it a capella 
using the la syllable; 2) melodic reped
tion (4 melodies) in which each melody 
is played through twice, and the student 
used the la syllable to sing to each; 3) 
rhythmic repetition which uses the same 
format as the second section, with the 
exception of tapping it on a hard surface 
rather than singing it; 4) matching eight 
pitches in which the student sings the /a 
syllable; and 5) matching eight intervals 
in which the student hears intervals 
ranging from unison to an octave and 
then sings each using the la syllable. The 
matrix categories the scores on each 
section of the test. 

In the program, the students learn 
basic music theory including reading 
and \vriting notes, time and key sig.n~
tures, and intervallic notation. In addl
tion, they learn to compose melodies 
from chord progressions and rhythm 
perceptions, using the recorder, rhythm 
instruments, and vocal technique. At 
the end of the program, the students are 
able to sight read music and sing t',:vo~ 
and three-part songs. The final project is 
the performance of the students' origi
nal compositions. Individual student 
prog~ess IS r~ported to the parents each 
six weeks. Field trips are planned to 
recording studios and concerts in order to 

provide students the opportunity to 
observe professional musicians and to 
become aware of the various careers avail
able. 

The accelerated drama class grew 
from T arne)! Bomersbach and her stu
dents I desires to perform on stage and to 
present more technically involved p:o
ductions for the school commumty. 
Students are selected from grades 4~ 
and can be nominated by peers, parents, 
teachers, themselves, and community 
theater persons. The selection process 
includes individual and group perform
ances to demonstrate stage presence, 
self~contro!, and imagination. The 
aspiring actors create and present solo 
and group pantomime and are evaluated 
on their poise, imagination, body con
trol, sound effects, and believability of 
the performance. The class seldom 
works from pre-written scripts. The 
students start with their own imagina
tion and then rehearse and critique their 
performances until they feel comfort
able to present the complete original 
work. Mrs. Bomersbach trains the 
students in poise and technique through 
a series of-assigned activities that are 
evaluated and reported to parents each 
six weeks. These activities include group 
improvisations of original melodrama 
complete with hero, heroine, and .v~llian 
conflict that is to be resolved. IndIVIdual 
improvisations have included a sketch on 
being trapped in something and using the 
whole body in attempted escape. The 
program is enriched with resource speak
ers from community theater groups. 

The combined GATE classes are 
planning a music producti.on f?r parents 
in the spring under the dIrectIOn of the 
drama class. The academic GATE stu
dents will write the script, the music 
students will adapt the scores of a broad
way musical, the art students will design 
the costumes and set, and the drama 
students will produce, direct, and 
nerform the program. In preparation for 
the program, the students will take 
several field trips to observe profes
sional rehearsals and to watch how sets 
and special effects are created. 

All three of these programs have come 
alive for talented young people through 
the enthusiasm and dedication of the 
Fort Sam Houston Elementary School's 
faculty and specifically the three spedal~ 
ists, Mrs. Malcom, Mr. Sanders, and 
Mrs. Bomersbach. The academic pro
gram continues to be of the first rank 
where talented young people can find 
leadership and guidance in the areas of 
art. music, and drama. The GATE art 
cla~s now has 20 students, music has 25 
students, and drama reaches 20 stu; 
dents. 

Of course, it is possible that a student 
may qualify for all four programs. In this 
case, the child, parents) and teachers 
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Judith L. Martin 
Baylor University 

There are man)' $ummer opportunities for 
gifted students in 1984 through uni'1.'ersities, 
parent groups, and educational organiza~ 
tions. A listing of courses, cami)s, and 
programs offered in Texas follou's with brief 
deSCTij)[ion and contact information. In 
addition, se'1.leral of the programs offer 
professional training and credit JOT teachers, 
counselors, and administrators. 

MIDWESTERN STATE 
UNIVERSITY, Wichita Fai.ls 
Spectrum, r984, June I-July 11, is for 
gifted and talented high school juniors 
and seniors. Students enroll in two 
courses from a selection of15 for college 
credit, and the coursevlork is transfer
able. Tuition is $86.50, room$170, and 
books $40-$60. Scholarships are avail
able and application requires SAT or 
ACT scores. For information contact a 
high school counselor or Mr. Donnie 
lckles, ESC9, Wichita Falls, TX 7601 i, 
(817) 322-6928. 

TEXAS A & M UNIVERSITY, 
Galveston 
Galveston Island Ad~lenture I984 is a 
residential program at the Texas A & M 
Galveston campus for students entering 
seventh to eleventh grades. Three ses
sions are offered this summer. Session I, 
June 17-30, is for students entering 
seventh, eighth, and ninth grades and 
includes courses in environmental 
design, marine biology, and introduc
tion to micro-computers. Cost is $665. 
Session II, July 8-28, is for ninth 
through twelfth grade students and is 
entitled «The News Magazine Team," a 

Region XX (cont.) 
meet in the GARD Committee and 
select the two which would most benefit 
the young person. The classroom teach
ers support the programs by working 
with the students to make up any work 
missed in the classroom. The admini.
stration works closely with all of the 
teachers to coordinate scheduling and 
resources. The entire community sup
ports the school's efforts to reach out to 
each student, no matter what their 
talent, in order to insure the maximum 
developmen t and support for every 
student. 
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course in journalism, photography, a.nd 
completer '0:orc! processin.g. Cost is 
$815. Session III, July 15~28, is for 
students entedng eighth through elev
enth grades and focuses on architecture, 
marine biology, advanced micro-com
puters, space science) and veterinary 
medicine. Cost is $665. Contact Dr. 
Williams R. Nash, Director, Gifted & 
Talented Institute, Department of Edu
cational Psychology, Texas A & M Uni
versity, College Station, TX 77843, 
(409) 845-1893, for information and 
application. In addition, graduate credit 
is available to educators through a 
professional training program of nine 
semester hours. 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY, 
Lubboc/< 
Shake Hands tt'irh Your FutuTe I984 is a 
residential program for fifth through 
twelfth graders. The university~like 
academic and social experience includes 
men.tor sessions and field trips to 
supplement the curriculum. The first 
session, June 10-23, and second session, 
July 1-14, are for fifth through eighth 
grades. The third session, July 23-
August 4, is for ninth through twelfth 
grades. Total costs are $495; some 
financial aid is available. For further 
information, call Mary Anne Speck, 
Program Director, (806) 742-2420. In 
addition, internships are available for 
persons interested in earning graduate 
credit in special education. Contact Dr. 
Cleb Maddux, College of Education, 
Box 4560-TTU, Lubbock, TX 79409-
4560, (806) 742-2390. 

CADDO CONSULTANTS, Tyler 
Renaissance ExpeTience, June 25-29, is a 
week-long camp-like experience at 
Caddo-on-the-Lake on Lake Tyler 
designed for students ages 11-14. The 
medieval theme includes instruction in 
craft guilds (printmaking, pottery, 
metalworking, textiles, weaponry, and 
leatherworking), Shakespearean drama, 
puppetry, and music. Math and science 
components are included along with 
recreation, and the week culminates 
with a festival. Total costs are $275. 
Contact Caddo Consultants, 2909 
Meadowlark, Tyler, TX 75701. Three 
hours of graduate credit in gifted educa
tion is available for teachers through the 
University of Tyler. Contact Dr. Rita 
Bryant, (214) 566-1471. 

GIFTED STUDENTS Il\iSTITUTE 
The Gifted Students Institute for 

Research and Development organizes a 
consortium each year involving schools, 
colleges, and universities in Texas, 
Canada, and Mexico to offer courses for 
students ages 9 to 18. For information 
on anv of the courses listed and sholar
ship i~formation contact Laura Allard, 
611 Ryan Plaza Dr., Suite 117, Arling
ton, TX 75011, (817) 265-7143. 
Worlds of Fun, July 30-August 10, at 
Richland College, Dallas, is a two-week 
day campfor8-12 years old. The Japan
ese theme includes activities in arts & 
crafts, recreation, microcomputers, and 
field trips. Cost is $140. 

CATS SUMMERSTARS '84, Com .. 
prehensive Theatre Workshop, July 
29-August 11, at Creative Arts Theatre 
& School, Arlington, is designed for 
students entering grades 5-11. This 
year's theme is "Broadway - Past, Pre
sent, and Future." Students have oppor
tunities for straight acting, musical 
extravaganza numbers, solos, modern 
dance and set design. Commuter cost is 
$310; residential program with local 
family cost is $410. 

Celebration of the Mind, June 17-29, at 
Texas Christian University, Ft. Worth, 
is a residential program that focuses on 
students preparing a project that brings 
together arts and talents. Two sections, 
one for students entering in grades 6-8 
and One for students in grades 9-11, are 
offered. Students select from Fine Arts, 
Computer Science, and Journalism. 
Cost is $420 for dormitory, most meals, 
instructional costs, and field trips. 

Fish and Chips: A Computer Assisted 
Study of Fish Populations in a Controlled 
Reservoir. June 17-30, is offered at 
Southwestern University, Georgetown, 
for students entering grades 6-8. Stu~ 
dents assist the Inland Fisheries Divi
sion of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department through computers and 
outdoor scientific experiments. A $420 
fee includes full COSts of food, lodging, 
material, instruction, and sponsored 
recreational activities. 

An Amazing Aquatic Adventure, July 8-
21, at Southwest Texas State University, 
San Marco, is a residential program for 
students entering grades 6-9. Students 



study an aquifer, limestone formations, 
geology, and hydrology. The course 
includes recreational activities and costs 
$420. 

You: The Leadenhii) Link,Juiy 15.27, is a 
residential program at Pan American 
U,niversit)!, Edinburg, for students 
entering grades 6-10. Leadership train
ing is the emphasis of the course with 
classes in personal and group gro;,\,th, 
teadership literacy, and recreation. Cost 
is $420. A teacher training program for 
undergraduare or graduate credit is 
offered through Pan American Univer
sity. 

Vivir en EspanoU, June 17-July 18, is a 
course for students entering grade 9 
through first year of college with at least 
one year of previous study in Spanish. 
The course is conducted at the Centro 
Bilingue Multicultural, Cuernavaca, 
Morelos, Mexico, and room and board 
is v,Jith a lviexican family. The fee is 
$1,225, which includes round trip bus 
fare from Ivfexico City to Cuernavaca, 
room and board, tours, and instruction
al costs. Air fare is not included but can 
be arranged through the Institute. 

Viv-re en Francais!, June 18-July 13, is a 
course for students entering grade 9 
through first year of college with at least 
one year of previous study in French. 
The course is conducted at the Centre 
Linguistique, Jonquiere, Quebec, Cana
da, and students live with a French
speaking family. The fee of $1,295 
incl'Jdes room and board, tuition, 
books, activities, and bus transportation 
to and from J onquiere to MontreaL Air 
fare to !vfontreal is additional. 

TEMPLE ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
& BELTON TALENTED AND 
GIFTED ASSOCIATION 
Super Summer I984 is a collection of 
,~rorkshops organized and sponsored by 
t\~70 parent groups for gifted students in 
grades three through nine in the Central 
Texas area. Over 25 different work
shops are offered for one or t\vo weeks 
staffed by volunteer profeSSionals in the 
communities. The potpourri of offer
ings include art (sculpture, printmaking, 
piano, guitar, meeting area artists), 
computers, communication and lang
uage (French, Spanish, poetry, story 
writing, journalism), hobbies and recre
ation (bird-watching, photography, 
chess), science (archeologv, aviation, 
astronomy, solar energy, marine bio
logy), careers and vocations (veterinary 
medicine, law, typing, and babysitting), 
and time management. Field trips are 

included in many of the workshops. 
Costs are minimal depending on sup~ 
plies and travel. For more information, 
contact Joyce Harmison, Chairperson! 
3914 Lark Trail, Temple, TX 76501, 
(817) 774·9290. 

A booklet describing listings of 
summer camps and non-resident learn
ing opportunities for gifted children in 
other parts of the United States entitled 
SummeT OPPoTrunities for the Gifted may 
be ordered through the National Associ
ation for Gifted Children for $3.00 
each. Mail to: NAGC Books, 5100 N. 
Edgewood Dr., St. Paul, MN 55112. 

HARDIN-SIMMONS 
UNIVERSITY, Abilene 
Threshold, July 16·August 3, is a non· 
residential program of educational 
enrichment for gifted and talented youth 
who are seven through sixteen years old. 

Twenty courses have been designed in 
fields such as computer programming, 
microbiology, astronomy, chemistry, 
TV communications, creative arts) 
math, manned flight, and writing for 
publication. Threshold is a mini-college 
experience where students choose their 
classes and spend each day in academic 
and recreation activities. Tuition is 
approximately $75 per week. Contact 
Dr. Bertie Kingore, Hardin-Simmons 
University, Drawer E, Abilene, TX 
79698, (915) 677·7281, for informa· 
tion and applications. 

Editor's note: Permission to reprint this 
listing of summer programs is granted if 
credit is given to the author. If you know of 
other summer programs in Texas, please 
send the information for inclusion in the 
next Tempo to: Judith Martin, CSB Box 
139, Baylor University, Waco, TX 
76798 

-~~-----.-----------

Community by the Sea 
A Program for the Gifted and Talented 

Charlene Gibert 

Sixth graders in the gifted and talented 
program of the Spring Bnmch 1.5.0. in 
Houston are involved in a semester-long 
study of the economic, cultural, and 
environmental influences that ~ffect any 
community. The community under 
investigation is the nearby island city of 
Galveston. What if YOli don't live near a 
seaside community? The underlying 
asumption on which this unit is based is 
that any community is influencl'd by 
many factors, and works well as long as 
the factors remain in balance. Therefore, 
the objectives can be modified to apply 
to an')'· community you choose to in\"est
igate. 

Each teacher in the three-member 
team has responsibility for one of the 
areas of study - economic, cultural, 
and environmental influences-and the 
students are grouped, with considera
tion given to their preference of topics. 
The students attend the program one 
day a yveek and spend about t\vo-thirds 
of their day in this study group. 

The first activity of the unit is a field 
trip to Galveston ror the students to 

gather information and experience the 
community they will come to know so 
well. The activities for each group are 
based on the unit objectives for the 
group. The economics and cultural 
groups take a tour of the city and of 
various historic sites, and visit \vith an 
author \\iho is an expert on the history of 
Galveston. The environmental group 

spends the da'/" at the beach doing plant 
and aniIna! life studies and collecting 
marine life to fill two salt-water aqua 
riums in the classroom. 

When the students return from the 
field trip, the real fun begins as they 
investigate Galveston and apply their 
findings to communities in general. How 
does it really work? Let's look at a [ev,.! 
sample activities of each of the three 
study groups. 

The economic study group, after 
considering the Strand's importance i!"l 
Galveston's economic history, looks at 
that street's influence on modern-day 
Galveston. The students write and film 
commercials advertising "Dicken's 
Evening on the Strand, II a unique 
festival sponsored by the Galveston 
Historical Foundation. These video 
films may be shown in the students' 
home schools. Later, in attempting to 
determine the reasons for Galveston's 
economic decline after 1900, students 
create a time line comparing the growth 
and vitality of Galveston with that of 
nearby Houston after the building of the 
H<')llston Ship Channel. Another activi
ty asks the students to determine the 
cause and effect relationship between 
hurricanes and the economic life of 
Galveston bv comparing Galveston's 
economy before and after the Storm of 
1900 and before and after the 1983 

See Community, cont. p. 10 
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I NOMINATIO:t']S FOR TA~-:;T OFFICERS AND REGIONAL 
~ 11 l:tJ~YR Fql:<"l(r C',-' ,:, '·:~T-;.TE~Q BEl R.·JG SOUGHT ! r,, __ ,-, ' __ , •.. ~,-,.,--, c, £'" .,. ~, 'v,,}" _.1 ". -.- . 

~ ]0 Ann Houston, Immedi2"te Past President of TAGT and chairperson of the Nominations Committee, is currently 
~ seeking nominations for the follo1-dng officers and n:gionai representatives. 
I 

I 
~ 

President-Elect 
First ''>lice-President 

Second Vice-President 
Secretary 

I 
~ ~ 

Only a member in good standing \:I;ho has served 8 minimum of one year as a voting member of the Executive Board may 
be nominated for office in the Association. 

! 
Regional Representatives I 

In accordance with TAGT By.Laws all even numbered regions (II, IV, VI, VIII, X, XII, XIV, XVI, XVlll & XX) shall be 
elected in 1984. Representatives are selected b)i members in that region. 

The following timeline has been established for the 1984 nomination and election process: 

Spring TEMPO: Canvass membership to solicit nominations. 

h1ai1 letters to membership informing them of nomination process in order to further 
solicit nominations 

['via)' r: Deadline for receiving nominations. 

Deadline for nominations committee to meet and select slate of nominees. 

Sl!.lnmCt TEMPO; Publicize slate of norninecs. 

AugU5[ ). Ballots m<:!iled to menibership. 

Scpretnbcr [~: Deadiine for bet Hots to be postmarked in order to be counted in election. 

]\I at 'ember J T New officers and regional represenratives assume terms of office at the con
clusion of the annual conference in 1\1cAllen. 

Any name submitted by n""enty-five members or more for a particular office automatIcallv shall be placed on the 
ballot. Members wishing to m<1ke nominations are urged to submit the form below to Mrs. Houston. The deadline 
for receiving nominations is :0Aay I, 1984. 

storm, Alicia. Student.s then d...:sign i\ 

pop-up book which illustrates the 
effects of one of the t\\'O storms un 
Galveston. 

One of the first ,lCti\'iti,'s uf the 
cultural group is called "lAy Jn1,\ginary 
Culture." The students first brainsturm 
elements th,1f m'lkt.' up ,my culture. Each 
student selects one Df the elements and 
creates a poem ,md illustration ,lhout its 
influence on tht: culture. Finally, each 
student designs an imaginary culture of 
the future in or near n marine cn_\'iron~ 
ment. Another activity of this group, 
"Adopt-a-Building." follows (l study of 
the influences which led to the various 
styles of architecture found in Galves~ 
ton. Pairs of stuJents .select ~l house or 
building in the communiry and COn

struct a miniature version of the buiIc--I-
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Mail Nominations To: Mrs.Jo Ann Houston 
Immediate Past President T AGT 

4521 Diamond Loch Drive North 
Fort Worth, TX 76118 

lng, dra\\'ing in details of the ,lrchitec~ 
ture. These builJin.gs ,ue then pbccd on 
a targ(' street mar' of Galveston. 

The m;1rine environment grouf' stud
ies how organisms, especiall\-' m,uine 
()n~,-1T1isms, ~h.bpt to their environments. 
After invt'sligaring severa! examples of 
,,,_lapt;ltiun, student" are given a dcscril_l
ion of ,Hl imaginary marine environ
ment and "re ;tsked to design an organ
ism that could inhabit thLtt environment. 
The\-: arc required to justify features and 
h,lbits of the organism they design. Later 
in studying the influence of weather on 
,111 isiand community, students compare 
the effects of the hurricanes of 1900 and 
1915 on Galveston. A guest speaker 
fr 0 IT'! the Army Co'!"'s of Engineers 
provides infoflT1.<ltion on the building of 
the Galvesron Seawall and on regula-

tions governing such construction to
day. Students work in sm;1]] groups to 
\\Tite an Environmental Impact State
ment that could have been submitted in 
1903 to state and federal regulation 
,lgencies requesting p\~rmissjon to con
struct <l seawall in Galveston. 

This in\'('stigation of 3 rt'al com
munity that is geographically near has 
been a very n::,warding experience for the 
students and reachers of the program. 
\XJe have also had a gre8.t deal of p:;,rent 
intL'rest and involvement during this 
unit. Look 8.t a map of your area, even 
one of your own community. \Xlht'ther 
you Ii\'~ on the plains or in the forest, on 
a desert or in the mountains, somewhere 
nearby there is a unique community 
w(liting to be discovered anJ studied. 
Happy investigating! 



TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

NOMINATIONS FORM 1984 

It is not necessary to nominate persons for every position. 
I wish to make the following nominations for one or more of the offices listed. 

OFFICERS 

A member in good standing who has served a minimum of one year as a voting member on the Executive Board may be nominated as an officer. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Name of Person Nominated Current Position Location/District 

Address City Zip Phone 

RESPONSIBiLITIES: Serves as program chairperson for the annual conference and as an ex-officio member of the Nominations Committee. 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Name of Person Nominated Current Position Location/District 

Address City Zip Phone 

RESPONSIBILITIES; Serves as the chairperson of the Editorial Committee for all T AGT publications. 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 

Name of Person Nominated Current Position Location/District 

Address City Zip Phone 

RESPONSIBILITIES: Serves as the chairperson of the Membership Committee coordinating all membership recruitment efforts, and working in 
cooperation with the regionai representatives. 

SECRETARY 

Name of Person Nominated Current Position Location/District 

Address City Zip Phone 

RESPONSIBILITIES: Maintains systematic records of all meetings and performs other duties as may be authorized by the Executive Board and/or 
the Presdient. 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

It is recommended that you nominate persons to serve as regional representative from your region. If you choose you may nominate persons with 
whom you are familiar from other ESC regions. Voting, however, is limited to the nominee(s) designated for your region. 

RESPONSIBILITIES: The duties of the regional representative shall include (a) serving as a voting member of the Executive Board. (b) soliciting 
active membership, (c) reporting activities of their respective regions, (d) communicating to the regional membership the directive and on-going 
work of the Association, (e) assisting individual members in the formation of local chapters, and (f) familiarizing themselves with rules, regula
tions. and responsibilities as Executive Board members. 

ESC REGION II: _______________ _ ESC REGION XII: _______________ _ 

ESC REGION IV: ESC REGION XIV: 

ESC REGION VI: ESC REGION XVI: 

ESC REGION VIII: ESC REGION XVIII: ______________ _ 

ESC REGION X: , _______________ _ ESC REGION XX _______________ _ 

Person Submitting Nomination: -----------;-;--:--:--------------------===-===:-:-:-c:-----
Name ESC REGION # 

ENVELOPE CONTAINING NOMINATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, MAY 1, 1984 
Mail to: 

Jo Ann Houston, Immediate Past President TAGT 
4521 Diamond Loch Drive North 

Fort Worth, TX 76118 
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Summer Activities 

Space A.d_ven.ture for Gifted 
"Space, the final frontier ... ,. Not un

like the space voyagers aboard the 
mythical starship Enrerprise, gifted high 
school students attending the Texas 
A&M University Summer Institute also 
take part in a space adventure. Students 
who qualify for the university program 
meet for two weeks during July at the 
Texas A&M campus on Galves(on 
Island located on the Gulf Coast of 
Texas. The students vary in ages from 12 
to 17 and have in common a strong 
interest or curiosity about space science. 
Under the direction of Dr. June Scobee, 
the student study the development of 
space travel, explore the fields of aero
dynamics and astronomy and critically 
review their favorite space-science fic
tion. 

In addition to class lectures, the 
students learn first-hand about space 
travel from resources provided by 
NASA/Johnson Space Center, located 
only a few miles north of their summer 
retreat. They analyze star charts by day 
and get hands-on experience \vith teie
scopes studying the planets and constel
lations at night. They visit the Lunar 
Planetary Institute to learn more about 
our moon and planets from astronomers 
and other technical experts. 

The aerodynamic portion of the 
program begins with a history of avia
tion, then takes the budding astronauts 
through the basics of aircraft structure 
and design and includes a flight aboard 
an aircraft with an instructor pilot. 

The second week is filled with hands
on activities including designing and 
building unusual aircraft or spaceships, 
using the microcomputer to analyze 
flight data or create space simulation 
programs or games. 

The final event is "egg"stra special. It 
is at this time that the students art given 
the task to apply their recently gained 
knowledge in a creative manner. Student 
teams representing simulated contract
ors who design and build aircraft are 
asked to develop aerodynamic vehicles 
that can transport an egg safely across a 
distance of fifty feet. 

After several workshop periods and 
test flights, each team presents its design 
to a group of five experts who represent 
buyers. After the roll-out of the unusual 
designs, each student-contractor group 
flies the unsuspecting egg in a f1y~off 
competition. The experts judge the 
vehicles on their aerodynamic features, 

cost effectiveness, student effort, prac
ticality of design, originality and ability 
to meet flight specifications (50 feet 
v·vith no '(crack" ups). 

The teams take on names like Egg
stravaganza Flights or Over-Easy, Inc. 
The vehicles are decorated and often 
carry catchy names such as the Egg 
Express or S.s. Scrambler. 

Awards are usually as original as the 
vehicle designs and tides. The "Egga
lator" a projectile with a tin-can fuselage 
and a $.99 price tag won the "Max-Roll 
Rate Award" for its "un-can-ny" flying 
ability. 

At the end of the two-week period, 
the students pack up their dirty socks, 

Summer Camp 

Lubbock ~ Young people can pursue 
career interests sucb as law, computers, 
architecture, folklore and \vomen's 
studies in a non-traditional environ
ment this summer at Texas Tech Uni
versity. Spending two weeks of the 
summer in a classroom may not appeal 
to most students, but the classes and 
instructors at "SHAKE HANDS WITI-I 
YOUR FUTURE" provide learning 
experiences not commonly found in 
schools. 

"SHAKE HANDS" is residential, en
richment program which a11ov,:s bright, 
creative students to share experiences 
and stimulate each other'S thinking and 
creativity. Sponsored by the Texas Tech 
Division of Continuing Education, two 
sessions are offered for fifth through 
eighth graders, June 10-23 and July 
1-14; and one for ninth through twelfth 
graders, July 22-Aug. 4. 

Participants can select from courses 
such as biochemistry, physi.cs, engineer
ing, agriculture) musical comedy perfor
mance and experimental music as \vell as 
many' other classes. Courses allow 
students in-depth exploration of inter
ests and opportunities to interact v,.'ith 
instructors specially selected for their 
interest in sharing knowledge with 
younger students. Instructors arc mem
bers of the Texas Tech and Texas Tech 
Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) 
faculties or are professionals in their 
areas of teaching. 

Texas souvenirs, addresses of ne\v 
friends, and recollections of a fun-filled 
learning experience. Sj)(Jce, these gifted 
students find out, isn't just for astro
nauts. 

The Galveston Adventure, En its 
fourth ye2.f, also includes courses in 
en vi ronme-n tal design, architecture, 
marine biology, veterinary medicine and 
computers. 

To learn more about these summer 
adventures contact Dr. Bill Nash, Direc
tor of the Texas ADeM Gifted & Talent
ed Institute, Coliege Station, Texas 
77843 or DLJune Scobee, University of 
Houston-Ciear Lake, 2700 Bay Area 
Bivd., Houston, Texas 77058, 

((Rarely do voung peopie have an 
opportunity to work ""vith Dr" Jo Everse. 
professor of biochemistry and cancer 
researchist; or explore newborn care and 
development, heart disease diagnosis 
and child abuse with Dr. Edgar O. 
Ledbetter 1 professor and chairman of 
the TTUHSC Department of Pediat
rics," said Mary Anne ·Speck, program 
coordinator. 

Some students may choose to exa
mine the world of ('Broadwa'(' and 
perform in a musical comedy while 
working with Dr. Cindy Melby Phaneuf, 
professional actress and professor of 
theatre artS. M.A.K Lodhi, professor of 
physics and United Nations energy 
consultant to developing countries, will 
guide students through an investigation 
of solm energy. Experimental uses of 
synthesizers, music for healing and 
meditation, computers and free improv
isation will be shared by Dr. Steve
Paxton, assistant professor of music, 
composer and musical director. 

Since 1981, almost 1,000 young 
people from more than 110 cities ill 
Texas and five other states have become 
SHAKE HANDS aiumni. Program eva
luations have shown that students 
enjoy sessions with mentors, field 
trips, recreation and cultural activities as 
well as unique classroom experiences. 

"Educators tell us SHAKE HANDS is 
an outstanding way of challenging 

See Shahe Hands, cont. p. 17 

-------------------------,---, ---"---"--~---.,.~.~ 
IZ 
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE 

GIFTED AND TALENTED 

I wish to submit the following small group presentation for consideration at the TAGT Annual Conference, November 
15-17, 1984, in McAllen. 

TOPIC: 

AUDIO-VISUAL NEEDS: 

TARGET AUDIENCE: (check one or more) 

___ Parents 

___ Adminstrators 

___ Others (please specify) 

___ Teachers, Grade Ranges ________ _ 
(Please specify) 

Would you be willing to repeat the session for a second llA hour presentation? These would be consecutive sessions. 

CONTACT PERSON: 

___ Yes ___ No 

NAME TITLE 

School District/University/Other Affiliation 

School Address City Zip Code 

Home Address City Zip Code 

School Telephone Home Telephone 

RETURN THIS FORM BY MAY 1, 1984 TO: 
Dee Trevino 

Coordinator of G/T 
McAllen Independent School District 

2000 N. 23rd 
McAllen, TX 78501 

Phone: (512) 686-0515 



Super Activities 

S"llper S11pport for 
<'""<. 

~lJper Stu.dents 
b)' Rir:a Bryant 

What do support groups in Arling
ton, San Antonio, Temple and Tyler 
have in common? They share a common 
concern for the development of gifted
ness, to be sure. Al1 of the groups also 
provide activities for youngsters during 
nSuper" times. 

Super Smurdays and Super Summers 
The Arlington group (AGATA) will 

conduct its eighth session of enrich
ment class April 7 and 14 at UT Arling
ton. Twice a year for four yearsAGATA 
has organized sessions on a wide range of 
topics. This year twenty-seven instruc
tors expect to work with 350 children 
during the two Saturdays, 

The Temple Association for the 
Gifted is gea~ing up for its fourth Super 
Summer) according to Iv1rs. Thomas 
Turk. Children of association members 
are eligible to apply jf they have been 
identified as gifted by Temple ISD 
and have completed at least grade 2 and 
not more than grade 8. 

Summer activities will include horse
back riding, typing, computers, chess 
challenge, creative writing, archeology. 
Also planned is a weekend trip to the 
Gulf coast under the direction of a 
marine biologist. 

A catalog will be available about April 
1. For further information contact 
Super Summer Coordinator Joyce 
Harmison at (817) 774-9290. 

The support group in the San Anton
io area (SAAGCT) sponsors. Members 
of the organization conduct sessions. 
Investments and money and the study of 
undersea life, via an excursion to the UT 
maritime school at Aransas Pass, were 
topics mentioned by Dr. Don Sabol, 
SAAGCT president. In conjunction 
with Ursaline Academy the group offers 
opportunities which definitely are not 
nrun-of-the-mill, j, such as dueling and 
fencing, hot air balloning and a trip to 
Hawaii. 

The East Texas Association for the 
Gifted (ETAG) has put its Super Satur
day show on the road. The organization 
contracts with high-school science 
teachers to present pre-packaged science 
activities at sites scattered throughout a 
seventeen county area. Day-long ses
sions on bones, water, sound, geology, 
and marine science have been enjoyed 
by hundreds of youngsters. Members of 
high school science clubs set up learn-
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ing stations and interact with the child
ren. Local contact people arrange for 
facilities and register participants. 

ET AG continues to offer studv~skills 
workshops and creative art days at the 
UT Tyler campus. A favorite Super 
Saturday is Creative Activities for 
Young Ones (ages 4-7) which is held in 
the Children)s Place at the University. 
About 35 Super Saturdays will be spon
sored by ETAG this school year. 

SatUTJay TV 
While Super Saturdays are being 

conducted for groups, SAAFCT is pro
viding activities in the home. Cable TV 
is being tapped as an educational re
source. Six 30-minute programs, called 
Saturday :Morning Ventures, have been 
designed to develop children's extra
ordinary curiosity through the explora
tion of ordinary things: a junkyard, a 
vacant lot, bri.cklayers at work, genetics. 
The purposes of the televised sessions 
are to increase youngsters' vocabularies 
and their information-gathering skills 
while strengthening their curiosity-the 
mainspring of learning for gifted kids. 
Move over, cartoons. 

Community Hdp 
Information about AGATA activities 

was supplied by Ivfrs. Cindy Hearn 
(817) 465-2671. Arlington parents may 
want to contact her about seminars on 
parenting the gifted. The meetings are 
held on two consecutive Saturdays 
during the fall and spring. "Celebrate 
Excellence" will be the topic explored 
by parents and by Dr. Lynn Weiss. Betty 
and Ted Watkins, UTA Sociolgy facuity 
member and psycho-therapist in private 

practice, will address the subject, 
"Parenting the Gifted." 

Another source of information ha5 
been made available to parents and 
educators by AGA TA. A contribution 
of $1000 to Arlington Public Library 
has been earmarked for books on gifted
ness. Through the library resource 
community awareness can be increased. 

Parents and teachers in the San 
Antonio area will meet April 28 for a 
Summer Institute. In conjunction with 
the Continuing Education Department 
of Trinity Univercity, SAAGCT wiil 
sponsor a meeting featuring two major 
speakers and discussion groups. Simiiar 
meetings are held every two months. 

New Group 
The nev . .'est }Jage in the gifted book is 

PAGE, Paris Association for Gifted 
Education. The group of 100 hundred 
dues-paying members has organized and 
elected Robert Thornburrow as Presi
dent. 

The organization proposes to provide: 
(1) a forum for ideas, (2) special pro
grams for gifted, (3) a support system 
for parents and school district person
nel, (4) a network to promote legisla
tion, and (5) communication channels 
to increase community awareness of 
students' academic achievement in 
gifted programs. 

Unl"cpOTted 
CCSupport groups are growing in 

number and in services. If you would 
like the activities of your organization 
mentioned in this column, send inform
ation to Rita Bryant at UT Tyler, 3900 
University Blvd., Tyler, TX 75701. 

February Retreat Meeting 
Your T AGT Board hard at work. 



Begin Early: 
Multiple Choice Test 

My child is still a preschooler. I think 
he's gifted. Therefore, it is important 
that 1: 

A. Love him and accept him as he is 
\vithout overstressing intellectual 
achievement. 

B. Remember he's still a child and 
treat him in a manner appropriate 
to his physical ::md mental abilities. 

C. Encourage his seLf-reliance and 
independence. 

D. Heir him expand his craving for 
knowledge and his ability to think 
critically and creatively. 

Ansv,Ter: 
All of the responses arc correct! A and 

B refer to the priority of loving gifted 
children and treating them as children. C 
and D refer to the priority of nurturing 
the special intellectual and leadership 
potential in gifted children. Parents 
sometimes feel they are forced to choose 
benveen the two when, in reality, both 
priorities are compatible. Young gifted 
children need both love and challenge /\ 
balance C::1.n be provided by cariIl~, 
informed parents. 

As vou love your children and want to 
do wl~at is best for them you naturally 
follow their leads. Try some of the 
following suggestions for nurturing 
thinking abilities. Begin now and con
tinue or expand the activities as your 
child's interest and attention span merit. 

Build Background Experiences 

Children's experiences form the 
foundation for all their future learning. 
As frequently as possibie, provide access 
to libraries, art galleries, musical events, 
historical points of interests, museums 
and interesting places of a varied nature. 
Traveling together and encouraging a 
hobby are also enriching experiences for 
families \vith gifted children. 

As you budd their background exper
iences you furnish information for them 
to compare and contrast. You literally 
give them something to think about! 

Encourage Decision tv1aking 

DeCision making is a vital skill that 
develops gradually through successful 
experiences. With preschoolers, give 
them two alternatives )'OU can live \\."ith 
and let them have the responsibility of 
making the choice between the two, ((Do 
you want to wear your red shirt or your 
striped one!" "Do you want to read with 

Developing the Thinking 
Skills of Young 

Children 
b Bertie KinR"ore 

2 

weaknesses. 
3. 1\,1ake your decision and share as 

many reasons for your choice as 
you can. 

Generate Thinking vvith Books 
Use reading together as an opportuni

ty for discussions and thinking times. 
Researchers have shown that gifted 
children enjO"y literature more when 
they verbally interact and get involved 
\\'ith the story. The following are excel
lent examples of books which invite 
children to think. 
Gardner, Beau. The turn about, think 

about, look about book. Ne\v York: 
Lothrop, Lee, and Shepard Books, 
1980 

Gv,'ynn, Fred. The King \X/ho Rained. 
New York: Windmill Books, 1970. 

Hoban, Tana. Lool< ARain. New York: 
Macmillan Co., 1971. 

Hutchins, Pat. Changes, Changes. 
Nev,· York: Macmillan Publishing 
Co., 1971. 

Lobel, Anita. On Marhee Street. 
New York: Greenv,:i1lov..' Books, 
1981. 

Lund, Doris Herold. I \Xi'muler What's 
Under. Nev.,: York: Parent's Magazine 
Press, 1970. 

Raskin, Ellen. No[hing Ever HafJ/Jens 011 
My Block. New York: Atheneum, 
1967 

Interact with Your Chifdren 
A parent's time is one of the most 

precious gifts to give to gifted children. 
Time spent with children non verbally 
reassures them that they are so import
ant to you! Read together . Tell them 
about the interesting things that happen 
to you. Ask them about their day. Play 
strategy games together and naturally 
discuss the activitv as you play. lv1.ost 
importantly, talk to you children and 
tisten to their ideas. 

Nurture Questioning 
Encourage children to ask questions. 

Questions ref1ect a gifted child's natural 
curiosity and keen powers of observa
tion. They provide insights into a child's 
thinking and vocabulary development. 

Answer the questions with patience 
and a sense of humor. But also be 
comfortable referring your childten to 
other resources when you can't provide 
the answer. 

Enjoy your children's questions and 
use their Questions to guide children 
into new le~rning experiences. A child's 
question often furnishes parents with 
clues to the child's emerging interests 
and needs. 

This brief discussion is only the be
ginning. The next issue of Tempo will 
address the development of thinking 
skills for older children. Since we've 
been discussing Il t hinking", I'll leave 
you with a thought: 

Express confidence and delight in 
your children's abilities, encourage 
them to think for themselves as they 
learn independence and responsibility, 
and trust them to do welL 
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For Your TAGT Files 

Texas Association for Gifted & Talented, Inc. 
1984 Executive Board 

Paul Slocumb, President 
(713) 534-6958 
Director of Curriculum 
Dickinson ISD 
P.O. Draiver Z 
Dickinson, TX 77539 (Region IV) 
Dee Trevino) President-Elect 
(512) 686-D515 
Gifted/Talented Coordinator 
McAllen ISO 
2000 No. 23rd Street 
McAllen, TX 78501 (Region I) 

Kay Weise, First V ice-President 
(409) 760-7719 
Coordinator of Gifted Programs 
Conroe ISO 
702 N. Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 

Evdyn Hiatt, Second Vice-President 
(512) 834-445 j 
Education Specialist II 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11 th Street 

Kathy A;.dddge l Secretary 
(915) 698-2141 
Teacher 
Abilene ISD 
3282 S. 13th Street 
Abilene, TX 79605 (Region XIV) 

Jo Ann HOES ton, Immediate Past President 
(817) 488-9588 
Assistant Superintendent 
Grapevine-Colleyville ISO 
3051 W. Highv./ay 26 
Grapevine, TX 76051 (Region XI) 
Dr. Don \Villiams, Executive Vice-President 
(817) 831-D951 
Director, Support Services 
Birdville ISO 
6125 E. Belknap 
Ft. Worth, TX 76117 (Region XI) 
Ann Shaw, Ex-Officio Board Member 
(512) 834-H51 
Program Director for Gifted Education 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11 th Street 

Austin, TX 78'701 (Region XIII) 
Regional Represent~tives: 

Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
VI 

'iII 
vm 
IX 
X 
Xl 

XII 
XIII 
XIV 

XV 
XVI 
XVII 
XVIII 
XIX 
XX 

Dianna Garcia, Laredo State Umversity, 206 S. Dakota, Laredo, TX 78040 (512) 722-8001, ext 334 
Sally Defenbaugh, Consultant, ESC Region II, 209 N. Water, Corpus Christi, TX 78401 (512) 883-9288 
Wayne Craigen, Coordinator of Gifted/Talented, V ictori" lSD, P.O. Box 1759, V icroria, TX 77902 (512) 576-3131 
Mary Tallent, Graduate Assistant, Texas A&M University, 3337 Lodgepole, College Station, TX 77840 (409) 845-1802 
Jim Lang, Director of Curriculum, Silsbee ISO, 415 West Avenue N., Silsbee, TX 77657-4799 (409) 385-5288 
Nancy Roberts, Lecturer, Dept. of Educational Psychology, Texas A&M Universiry, College Station, TX 77843 
(409) 845-1802 
Reba Schumacher, Consultant far G/T, Box 1622, Longview, TX 75662 (2 I 4 j 984-3071 
Patti Pierson, Teacher, Aikin Elemenrary School, 3100 Pine Mill Road, Paris, TX 75460 (214) 785-6451 
Nina McNeill, Gifted Coordinator, Wichita Fails ISO, 1104 Broad St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301 (817) 723-4177 
Suzee Oliphant, CoordinatOr of Curriculum, Dallas ISO, 3700 Ross Ave., Dallas, TX 75204 (214) 426-3234, ext. 204 
Dr. Jeanne Hranitzky, Professor, Texas \"X/ omens University, 3211 Wintergreen Terrace, Grapevine, TX 76051 
(817) 382-5536 
Jean Kemp, Coordinator of Gifted Education, Belton ISO, 2010 N. Beal, Belton, TX 76513 (817) 939-3535 
Doris Pyle, Coordinator of Gifted Programs, 1311 Round Rock Avenue, Round Rock, TX 78664 (512) 255-4431 
Dr. Bertie Kingore, Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth, Hardin-Simmons University, Drawer E, 
Abilene, TX 79698 (915) 677-7281, ext. 355 
James Coffey, Consultant, ESC Region XV, Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 (915) 658-6571 
Donna Clopton, Coilege of Education, V(lest Texas Stare University, Canyon, TX 79016 (806) 656-3607 
Sharon Bass, 2517 -55th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 (806) 799- 1012 
Mrs. Barry N. (Mary) Beck, Parent, 4309 Arroyo Drive, Midland, TX 79707 (915) 697-3373 
Jeanette Covington, P.O. Box 275, Clint, TX 79836 (915) 851-2711-
Pat Long, Parent, 11105 Vance Jackson Road, San Antonio, TX 78230 (512) 696-1852 

Committee Chairpersons: 

Dr. Helen Taulbee, Scholarship 
(512) 573-0731 

Donna Clopton, Research 
(806) 656-3607 

Mr. & Mrs. John Lamond Ill, Legislation 
(817) 336-2777 
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Consultant, ESC Region III 
1905 Leary Lone 
Victoria, TX 77901 
Coliege of Education 
West Texas State University 
Box 246 
Canyon, TX 79106 

Parents 
P.O. Box 7630 
Ft. Warth, TX 76111 



Shake Hands With Your Future Summer Camp (cont.) 

bright, creative students academically 
while nurturing their social develop
ment," said Dr. Richard E. Ishler 1 dean 
of the Texas Tech College of Education. 

To participate, students must go 
through the nomination and acceptance 
orocess. The process involves nomina
tion, revie\v of 4ualifications by the 
selection committee, acceptance and 
invitation to participate or placement on 
the waiting list if space is filled. 

Students viho qualify for nomination 
should meet t,,/o or more of the follow
ing criteria: identified as gifted by school 
system; accelerated one or more grade 
levels above the average grade or age 

placemenr; standardized achievement 
test scores at least tWO grades higher than 
the student's rresent grade; unusual 
creative or productive thinking ability; 
IQ of at least 120 on group tEst or 130 
on individually administered test; de
monstrated leadership ability; or excep
tional skill or potential in the visual or 
performing arts. 

If a student meets the nomination 
criteria. contact the SHAKE HANDS 
office, Division of Continuing Educa
tion, Box 4110, Texas Tech University, 
Lubbock TX 79409-4110. A brochure 
and nomination form will be sent. 
Qualified students may be nominated by 

a parent, teacher, school administrator, 
counselor Of by students themselves. 
Nomination deadlines afe March 23 fOf 

fifth through eighth graders and April 
30 for ninth through "velfth graders. 

T ui tion for the two-\-veek program is 
$495 and includes room. board. lab 
supplies and recreation. Tuition assist
ance is available but limited. Students 
accepted into the program will be sent 
information on financial aid if request~ 
ed. 

For more information, contact Mary 
Anne Speck at the Division of Continu
ing Education, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742·2420. _~~_s_~_~ _________ ~ ____________________________ , 

• ; TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED I 
" P.O. S,,' 14768 I 
~ Ft. Worth, Texas 76117 I 
o (~17J831·0951 I 
b 
~ [viEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Ii NAME ___ .~~~. ___ . ___ . ___ .. ___________ _ 
! 1\'1- , i.i', ,:,'", ~/'L,', ~\,) 

I 
I 
I 
I 

ADDRESS 

CITY __ _ 

__ New !l1C'mhLrship 
__ MembersJllp renewal 

__ P;l.rc:nt 

__ Teacher (ESC RegIon --J 

Enclosed :lre mv Annual Dues $ __ _ 

PHONE(s) _( ____ J_ ... 

STATE _______ ZIP _____ _ 

__ Administration (ESC Region __ J 
__ Other _______ _ 

($1 C-individua!; $25-Friend; $50-P<1tron; SlOO-Benefactor) 

TAGT DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
I (Plea;;e duplicate as needed.) 
~ __ w __ ~ _____ ~ __________________________________ _ 

ChinC1far 

TEACHERS 
JULY 5-AUG.S - Two weeks study 
at Hangzhou University, 15 days 
travel to Suzhou, Shanghai, Xian & 
Beijing $2,895 

All departures from San Francisco 

For information, call or write: 
Charlotte Norman 

12337 Ashcroft 
Houston, TX 77035 

SPECIAL NOTE TO 
T AGT CONFERENCE 

P ARTICIP ANTS 

Those attend inK rhe Sixth Annual 
TAGT Conference in Fort \\I'orrh last 
N01-'lwbcr l1'cre Ri'ven a perception in'vemory 
to fill out as pan of a statewide stud), on lh~ 
a[ricudc5 of f{ey j;ersonnel [O'u'ard Rifted 
children. 

C()~st)()nsoreJ h'y TAGT, this stud)' by 
Donn(l ClojJton and Robert Splau·n could 
/Jrn'L'iJc dinxtion for G/T eaucation in the 
[ucwe. 

A special THANK YOU is sent to all 
those who turned in their SUTVe)' at the 
Conference aT mailed it to Canyon. 

A lJ/CLl is sent to those tdlO hart'en't 
rClHmed [he inwl1coT), to do so as ({uicl<..ly as 
possihle. l'Aail ro: 

Donna Clo/Jcon 
Box 246 
West Texas State Unit!crsity 
Canyon, Texas 79016 
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IlIEXAS 
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U 

I 

GiftED INSTITUTE 

A.l'JN 0 Ul\j CES 

HOTEL/MOTEL RATES 
FOR CONVENTlO" 

Group rates for Sheraton Fuin\'a~ 
$40 - singit~ 

$48 - double 

Rates for La Posada 
$43 - I person, 1 bed 
$49 - 2 people. I bed 
$56 - 2 people, 2 beds 

Rates for Ho!iday inn Civic Center 
(Holidomc) 

$40 - 1 person, 1 bed 
$48 - 2 persons, 2 beds or king bed 

Extra person:. $6.00, HI% tH 

Rates fur Holiday Inn - Airport 
$34 - 1 person. I bed 
$39 - 2 persons, 2 beds 

Extra persons 56.00. iOo/i; tax 

Rates for Granada Inn 
$28 - 1 person, I bed 
$32 - 2 persons, 2 beds 

E:-.tra persons $5.00. I(lge tax 

Rates for 1\'1cAllen Hilton Inn 
J.-36 - single oecllpane~ per room, 

per night 
$4.4 - double occupancy. per room. 

per night 

HSE'I.oDS· S " . '.~ .' >L~> In pace 
An Opportunity for Student Investigation 

Students in grades 5-12 will have an exciting opportunity for first-hand experience with tomato 
seeds flown LDEF On April, 1984 launch of the Challenger. Students may participate in the 
NASA/Park Seed Company national life science experiment. 

After the seeds have been exposed to space for several months, they will be brought back to Earth 
and packaged in laboratory kits for educational use. Each kit will contain 50 control seeds and 50 
flight seeds. Students will be able to use the seeds to design their own experiment. 

To learn more about the SEEDS (Space Exposed Experiment Developed for Students) project 
and how to get a free classroom SEED kit, ask your teacher to write to the following address: 

Dr. June Scobee, Director 
Texas Gifted Institute 

15026 Brookpoint 
Houston, Texas 77602 



SHAKE HANDS WITH YOUR FUTURE 

COMPUTER CAMP 
Bright students and those with high math ap
titude have a unique opportunity to develop their 
programming skills on mainframe and microcom
puters. Explore computer uses in banking, the 
stockmarket, medical diagnosis and treatment, 
music, agriculture, creative writing and other 
areas of interest to participants. 

Students must be nominated by a teacher, parent, 
or counselor. Provide documentation of standard
ized test scores of 90 percentile or higher in math 
or an IQ of at least 120. 

Resident Fee-$300 (includes room and meals) 
Non-Resident Fee-$225 

SPECIAL TAPE - 10 Minutes long - $2.50 

"Legislative Update and NAGC Action" 

Sally Reis discusses the action taken by the NAGC 
Board of Directors on November 7, 1983, concern
ing lobbying efforts. 

****************************** 

[Ftwnm£lt 

@J1wuunilieJ. 
[ih, fJ7wi 

James Gallagher shares an update on \vhat is 
happening in Washington and the importance of 
communicating with OUf U.S. Congressmen. 

A booklet describing listings of summer camps 
and non-resident learning opportunities for gifted 
children. A brief description of activities plus 
location and contact persons name and address aTe 
listed. May be ordered through the NAGC office for 
a cost of $3.00 each. Mail to: NAGC Books, 5100 
N. Edgewood Drive, St. Paul, MN 55112. 

June 3·8 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (806) 742-2420 

r-T~:c-:i:;he:;;~;;'-;;nd~i;f-;;~:-------
Shake Hands With Your Future 
Division of Continuing Education 
Box 4110 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-4110 

Name ____________________________________ __ 

Address __________________________________ _ 

City _________________ St, ______ Zip, ________ __ 

Ch lid's Name ______________________________ _ 

Past Participant in SHWYF? ____ yes ____ No 

If yes, what year? ______ __ 

JjHau N UUl (iJu AUruM 

HUI4 

November 6-10, 1984 
Clarion Hotel 

(formerly Stouffer's Riverfront Towers) 
200 S. Fourth Street 

St. Louis, MO 63102 
314-241-9500 
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SMU to Sponsor 

Program for Academically 
Talented & Gifted Youths 

During the summer of i984, Southern Methodist University will offer a 
challenging new program for the talented and girted students. This three-week 
program (July II-August 1) wiD feature accelerated noncredit courses ill Spanish. 
expositor), writing, literature, computer science, precalculus mathematics, and 
biological anthropology. Courses wil! be taught by distinguished teachers from the 
SMU faculty and from area secondary schools. Upon admission to the program. a 
student will enroll in a single COurse requiring from 5-6 hours of attendance on 
weekdays and 3 hours on Saturdays; most courses will require a one-hour supervised 
study hall in the evening. Classes will be small, and the instruction carefully 
individualized. Residential students \vill live in Peyton Hall. an air-conditioned 
residence hall located near the center of the campus. Resident advisors will consist of 
carefully seJected SMU upperclassmen and TAG faculty (15: I). When students are 
not engaged in class work or in preparation for classes. the program will offer them a 
varied schedule of recreational and cultural activities specifically' tailored to the 
interests of 7th. 8th. and 9th graders. 
Eligibilitv and Fees 
I; gen;raJ, criteria for admission to the program and to individual cOlirses will be 

based on SAT and TSWE scores. Qualifying scores for 7th graders are: 

ExposiIOr)' Writing 
Li(eratllre 
Spanish 
COll7pul('r Sciel1ce 

Precalntius /v/arhemetics 
Biological Anthropology 

SAT-V = 430 and TSWE = 35 
SAT-V = 430 and TSWE = 35 
SAT-V = 430 and TSWE = 35 
SAT-M = 500 or STA-V + 430 
SAT-M = 500 
SAT-M = 500 and SAT-V + 430 

Students \\'ho take the SAT while in the 8th or 9th grade must receive scores in the 
appropriate areas that are 50 points higher than those required of the 7th graders. 

The cost of the program for commuting students is $500: the cost for residential 
students is $885. These figures include textbooks and all university fees. 

For further details, please write or call Prof. Mitchell Smith, Director. Program 
for Academically Talented and Gifted Youths. SMU. Box 382. Dallas. TX. 75275. 
Telephone: (214) 692-2987 or 2295. 

Kay Weise, Editor 
TAGTTempo 
Conroe Independent School District 
702 N. Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 

TAGT Tern/x) is published by the Texas 
Association for the Gifted and Talented, 
702 N. Thompson, Conroe, TX 77301. 

T AGT is a non-profit organization of 
parents and professionals promoting 
appropriate education for gifted & talent
ed in the State of Texas. 

TAGT Tempo is published quarterly and 
is available through membership or upon 
request. Address all correspondence re
garding T AGT Tempo to the above 
address. 

TAGT annual membership is $10.00. 
Send membership fees to: TAGT, P.O. Box 
14768, Ft. Worth, Texas 76117. 

Research (cont.) 

For instance, Roberts said, the MBTI 
administered to a group of stand-up 
comics in Florida earlier showed all were 
introverts and half of them were extreme 
introverts. 

Roberts said no personality type is 
considered better' or \:vorse than an
other) they are just different. All have 
their positive and negative attributes. 

Students he typed \vere participants in 
Texas Tech's "Shake Hands With Your 
Future" enrichment program for the 
gifted and talented. Participants for the 
program are selected on the basis of IQ 
consistently high achievement test 
scores, leadership abilities and special 
talents in the visual or performing arts. 

Roberts is preparing his research 
findings for publication in "Research 
and Psychological Type," a national 
journal published out of Mississippi 
State University. He will also elaborate 
on his findings at the T AGT Regional 
Conference at West Texas State Univer
sity on March 29-31, 1984. 

Cheryl Duke 
Texas Tech Neu's 

The fut! measure of a man is not 
to be found in the man himseLf 
but in the colors and textures that 
come alive in others because of him. 

- A lbert Schweitzer 

Non-Profit 
Or~allbltlOn 

U 5. Pos(age 
Paid 

Fort 'Worth. TX 
76101 

Permit No. 562 


