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Laura Allard 
Named TACT 

Executive Director 
The Executive Board of TACT takes 

great pleasure in announcing the ap
pointment of Laura Allard as Executive 
Director of the Association. One of six 
very impressive applicants, Laura 
brings to this newly created position a 
wealth of expertise and experience in 
gifted education. Her commitment to 
children spans forty-two years of ser
vice, ranging from a two-room rural 
school in Illinois to the Gifted Students 
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Institute in Arlington, Texas, where 
she has served as Associate Director 
for the past four years, Her profes
sional rolls have included classroom 
teacher (grades 2-10), high school 
counselor, and elementary school prin
cipaL She has also acted as a consul
tant to many school districts across the 
state, providing inservice training for 
teachers, administrators, and parents. 
For three years (1980-83) she served as 
chairman of the Scholarship Commit
tee for TACT and has been a key fac
tor in the growth of our scholarship 
program, which this year awarded 
over $5,000 in summer program 

See Laura Allard, C011t, p, 2 

Summer 1984 

TAGT: 
Movement and Momentum 

The Executive Board of TACT again 
addressed critical issues and momen
tOllS decisions as it convenes for a 
regular meeting in Austin on April 7, 
The association continues to encourage 
and support programs that develop 
and recognize the talents of our gifted 
youth, such as the Duke University 
Talent Search, This program has ex
panded growth 50 rapidly in Texas that 
this year two award ceremonies were 
necessary. One was held on June 8 in 
San Antanio, the other on june 9 in 
Dallas, TAGT officers participated in 
both ceremonies. 

President-elect Dee Trevino pre
sented an update on plans for the fall 
conference, which again will begin 
with all-day institutes on Thursday, 
The conference promises the same high 
quality of topics and presenters that 
have attracted record crowds for the 
past several years, Most of the fall 
issue of Tempo will be devoted to 
details of conference plans. Legislative 
Chairperson Lee Anne Lamond re
ported on the status of a TACT public 
relations brochure to be entitled 
"Molding the Future," That brochure is 
now ready for dissemination. Dr. 
Helen Taulbee, Chairperson of the 
Scholarship Committee, announced 
the winners of TAGT summer scholar
ships which totaled $5,205. Committee 
members Wayne Craigen, Mary Beck, 
and Patti Pierson spent many hours 
reviewing applications with Dr. 
Taulbee to determine recipients. 
TACT is extremely proud to offer 
these scholarships, and the Executive 
Board extended deep appreciation to 
these committee members for the time 
and effort they gave on behalf of the 
Association. 

Educators receiving scholarships 
were: Linda Trotter, Winnsboro, to at
tend Texas Tech,; Betty Rountree, ML 
Pleasant, to attend Texas A&M; and 
Ann Lupowski, College Station, to at
tend Texas A&M, 

Students receiving scholarships 
were: jan Hilton Turnbull, Rockport, 
to attend Texas A&M Veterinary 
Medicine Study Program; Rodney 
Mercino, Abilene, to attend "Thres
hold" at Hardin-Simmons Univer
sity; Michael Allen Herren, Winns
boro, to attend "Shake Hands With 
Your Future" at Texas Tech,; and Mary 
Ann Knight, Dallas, to attend Texas 
A&M Veterinary Medicine Study Pro
gram; 

Slade Sullivan, Abilene, to attend 
"Threshold" at Hardin-Simmons 
University; Ceoffery Mayfield, Odem, 
to attend Southwest Texas State 
University; Felicia Ann Ontiveros, 
Portland, to attend "CATS" at Arling
ton; jane P. Bradshaw, Rockport, to 
attend Marine Biology Program at 
Texas A&M; Monica johnson, Dallas, 
to attend Marine Biology Program at 
Texas A&M; Mark Koch, Borger, to 
attend the john B, O'Hara Science In
stitute at University of Dallas; and 
Maire-a-gra Foley, College Station, to 
attend Environ, Design at Texas A&M; 

joseph Khomo, Portland, to attend 
"Shake Hands With Your Future" at 
Texas Tech,; William Spencer Carr, 
Abilene, to attend 'Threshold" at 
Hardin-Simmons University; Emily 
Ann Carr, Abilene, to attend 
"Threshold" at Hardin-Simmons 
University; JoAnn Myrick, Alice, to 
attend Micro-Computers Program at 

See Movement & Momentum, cont, p,2 



Paul Slocumb 

From the 
President 

Another school year has come and 
gone. Teachers have cleaned their cup
boards and voiced all the terrific things 
they want to try next year with their 
gifted students. Parents of the gifted 
have been busy trying to fill the sum
mer hours with productive activities 
for their gifted child. Administrators 
and coordinators for the gifted pro
gram have completed their evalua
tions, and those who have applied for 
State funding for next year are holding 
their breath. And to help fill our sum
mer with excitement, all are awaiting 
the outcome of the Special Session of 
the legislature. 

T AGT has been equally as busy. 
Unlike the school year, TAGT does not 
stop at the end of May. The summer is 
one of the busiest times for T AGT, 
especially for the President-Elect and 
the President. Plans for the November 
convention are in full swing. President
Elect Dee Trevino will be finalizing the 
convention plans this summer. Many 
of you will be hearing from her if you 
have written a proposal to present at 
the convention. Additionally, I will be 
working with Dee on the conference. 
Much of my time will also be spent 
working with our new Executive Direc
tor, Laura Allard. 

We are indeed fortunate to have 
Laura Allard as our first Executive 
Director. Laura will be busy this sum
mer moving to Austin and establishing 
the office of TAGT. The approval of 
this position is a big step for your 
association. Members will be able to 
contact Laura for information concer
ing the Association, as well as for 
general information concerning gifted 
education. Her experience in the field 
of general education and in gifted 
education will prove invaluable to the 
Association and to its membership. 
This position says that T AGT is a per
manent and viable association. 

First tasks for Laura will be to 
establish the Association's bank ac
counts, get ready for the convention 
registrations, communicate with ex
hibitors who wish to exhibit at the con
vention, and coordinate with the Ex-
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ecutive Board procedures for process
ing membership. Laura will add much 
to the efficiency of the Association. 

Locating our office in Austin will in
crease our visibility. The Association 
must be visible if it is to grow and pro
mote more efficiently the needs of the 
gifted and talented student. The Ex
ecutive Director will be working with 
legislators, parent groups, and 
educators concerning the need for 
funds and services for the gifted. 

T AGT has gone through its infancy, 
growing at a rapid rate, and we are 
now experiencing all the pains which 
accompany adolescence. As I have had 
the opportunity to talk with others 
who work with professional associa
tions, they consistently comment on 
the rate at which we have grown. 
T AGT has achieved in seven years 
what has taken most associations ten 
or more years to achieve. This does not 
mean we are content. On the contrary, 
much is still to be done. Gifted educa
tion is where it is today because of the 
commitment educators and parents 
have made to the needs of gifted 
children. This commitment, however, 
must spread. We are not serving all of 
our gifted children in this state. 

More money is needed to help meet 
this need; more trained personnel are 
needed to meet the demands of these 
special students, and more research 
needs to be done to help answer our 
unanswered questions. Though we 
have come far, we still have far to go. 
A multiplicity of services needs to be 
provided in school districts if we are to 
address adequately the needs of the 
gifted. It is not enough to serve only 
the academically achieving student. 
We must find ways to address the areas 
of leadership, the handicapped gifted, 
the culturally different, and the 
underachiever. Our complex audience 
does indeed challenge us to grow and 
learn. 

Your Association strives to be a 
leader in this growing and learning 
process. The decisions made by your 

See President, cont. p. 9 

Laura Allard, (cont. from p. 1) 

scholarships to students and educators 
in Texas. 

Laura's love for people of all ages 
runs deep. Throughout her career, her 
primary goal has been to guide each 
child toward individual growth and 
fulfillment. She holds very high regard 
for parents, recognizing them as "their 
children's first teachers and our part
ners in the exciting challenges involved 
in the education of young people." 
Anyone who has worked with Laura 
knows her as a gracious, caring lady 
with high energy and enormous vision 
for the future, a perfect combination 
for the new challenge she is about to 
undertake. 

Movement & Momentum, 
(cont. from p. 1) 

Texas A&M; Kristina Roberts, College 
Station, to attend Texas A&M; Amy 
Archie, Lampasas, to attend Marine 
Biology Program at Texas A&M; 
Christi Jones, Abilene, to attend 
"Threshold" at Hardin-Simmons 
University; and Milena Andrea Wor
sham, Portland, to attend "CATS" at 
Arlington. 

JoAnn Houston announced the ap
pointment of Laura Allard to the posi
tion of Executive Director of T AGT 
(see related story, p.1). The Board had 
originally voted to call that position 
Executive Secretary, but the Task 
Force encountered considerably confu
sion in the interview process because of 
the clerical connotations of that title. 
Therefore, the Board voted to use the 
title Executive Director and to amend 
the by-laws accordingly. Nancy 
Alcorn will coordinate the transition 
from the Fort Worth office to Austin. 
The Board discussed future office ex
penses (furniture, computer, etc.) that 
will need to be addressed in next year's 
budget. 

Second Vice-President Evie Hiatt 
reviewed recommendations of the ad 
hoc membership committee which she 
chaired. The Board approved several 
recommended changes in the member
ship dues structure to be effective 
September 1,1984 (see related story, p. 
17). Members of that committee, Jim 
Coffey, Sally Defenbaugh, Suzie 
Oliphint, and Mary Beck, were com
mended for their hard work and 
creative recommendations. The 
meeting adjourned after the announce
ment of the next Board meeting on 
August 4, at the Grenada Royale Hotel 
in Austin. 



TAGT Tempo 

Editorial 
Committee 

Teacher/Student News 
Thelma Dowies 
Elementary Supervisor 
West Orange Grove CISD 
P.O. Box 1107 
(400)886-4462 

Research in Gifted Education 
Donna Clopton 
College of Education 
West Texas State University 
Canyon, Texas 79016 
(806) 656-3607 

Focus on Parents 
Dr. Rita Bryant 
(Parents Advocacy Group) 
School of Education 

and Psychology 
University of Texas at Tyler 
3900 University Blvd. 
(214) 566-1471, ext. 331 

Dr. Bertie Kingore 
(Parent Education) 
Director of the Threshold 

Program for Gifted Youth 
Hardin-Simmons University 
Drawer E 
Abilene, Texas 79698 
(915) 677-7281, ext. 355 

Advertising 
Kathy Aldridge 
Crockett Elementary 
Abilene ISO 
3282 S. 13th Street 
Abilene, Texas 79605 
(915) 698-8992 

If you have any items in these four 
areas that you would like to see includ
ed in the Tempo, please contact the ap
propriate Assistant Editor. They are 
eager to know your interests, even if 
you have only a suggestion for them to 
gather information about. Input from 
the membership will help the Tempo 
truly meet the needs of its readers. So 
please let us hear from you. 

TAGT thanks these outstanding pro
fessionals for donating their time and 
energies toward the growth of the 
organization and this publication. 

I did not make my songs, my 
songs made me. 

- Goethe 

Critical Thinking Skill 
Development of Students Enrolled 
in a Teacher Education Program: 

Significance and Implications 
How well-prepared are Texas 

teachers to teach the skills of critical 
thinking? Does a teacher education 
program increase the ability of those 
preparing to teach to think critically? 
These were two of the questions re
searchers at West Texas State Universi
ty attempted to answer in a recent 
study involving 505 teachers in train
ing. 

The study was based on three under
lying assumptions: first, that the public 
school teaching of critical thinking 
skills is dependent upon the ability of 
teachers themselves to think critically; 
second, that even though there is no 
general agreement on what constitutes 
thinking or how to teach thinking 
skills, it is possible to identify some 
skills of critical thinking and to teach 
them; and third, if critical thinking 
skills are to be taught, they must be 
taught by classroom teachers in the 
classrooms of the nation. 

and sex make a difference in critical 
thinking ability, and whether teaching 
objective (elementary, secondary, or 
all-level preparation) is a factor in the 
ability to think critically. 

The major findings of the study were 
as follows: (1) The higher the educa
tion level of students, the higher their 
critical thinking skills were. Graduate 
students, most of whom were teachers 
in service, scored higher on the test 
than seniors, and seniors scored higher 
then juniors. No attempt was made to 
account for the differences, although it 
seems reasonable to assume that the 
educational experience did make a dif
ference as did teaching experience. (2) 
The higher the academic achievement 
of students, the higher their scores on 
the Appraisal were. The ability to 
think critically is related to academic 
achievement. (3) There was no signifi
cant difference in scores of male and 
female students taking the test. (4) 
Scores of students pursuing elemen
tary, secondary, and all-level certifica
tion were not significantly different. (5) 
There was no significant correlation 
between scores on the Appraisal and 
the ages of the subjects. 

In light of the results of this study, it 
can be said with some certainty that 
the experiences students have in a 
teacher education program make a dif
ference in their critical thinking ability. 
Likewise, teaching experience results in 
an increase in critical thinking ability. 
Those students with the highest 
'academic averages are able to think 
more critically than those with the 

The Watson-Glaser Critical Think
ing Appraisal, Form Am, 1952 edition, 
was administered to 505 students en
rolled in undergraduate and graduate 
education courses and the results 
analyzed statistically using One-Way 
Analysis of Variance and the Pearson 
product-moment correlation coeffi
cients. The investigators wanted to 
discover the extent of critical thinking 
skill development of students enrolled 
in a teacher education program, what 
impact a teacher education program 
has on critical thinking at different 
academic levels, whether there is a cor
relation between academic achieve
ment and critical thinking, whether age See Research cont. p. 9 
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HAPPENINGS speed in working with ra
tional numbers to complete a 
sports facts puzzle. Implica
tional thinking is utilized as 
students try a number maze. 
The workshop was designed 
to develop thinking skills 
while reviewing mathemati
cal concepts. 

Marie Wendeborn, school 
nurse with the LISD Federal 
Health Projects, spoke on 
"stress", The title "Teenager! 
Stress Attacks Everybody" 
included the meaning of 
stress, the effects of stress on 
the body, the dangers of 
stress and how to manage 
stress. Teenagers need to 
learn to recognize stress and 
how to manage stress wisely 
so it works for them rather 

_______________ ==::::::::~ ____________ ~than against them. 
Approximately 25 students 

REGION I 

DIANA 
GARCIA 

Lamar parents Conduct Workshops 

Lamar parents organized a series of 
three Saturday enrichment workshops 
at Lamar Schoo!. The participants, 
Laredo, I.S.D. students in 7th and 8th 
grade gifted and talented program, at
tended on a voluntary basis. Mr. 
William Bradley, Diana Garcia, and 
Marie Wendeborn organizers of these 
workshops each conducted a work
shop. 

Mr. William Bradley, instructor at 
Laredo jr. College, presented Writing 
Skills in the first of three workshops. 
The students who attended the first 
workshop were asked to take phrases 
and expand a topic, wrote an outline, 
developed and supported an idea, with 
sentences. Individual conferences for 
assessment of the product were held 
with Mr. Bradley. Seventeen students 
attended the workshop. 

Diana Garcia, instructor at Laredo 
State University, scheduled a mathe
matics session for the development of 
thinking skills. The students used a 
combination of reading, math and 
reasoning skills to solve a mystery. 
Students had an opportunity to 
develop original number sequences and 
try these out on a friend who had to 
complete the sequence. Students were 
encouraged to use a calculator for 
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attended each of the three 
sessions held during three 
Saturdays of the Spring 1984 
semester. 

REGION II 

SALLY 
DEFENBAUGH 

ATHENAFEST 

What's larger than a breadbox and 
only slightly smaller than a World's 
Fair? Ask anyone at Windsor Park 
Elementary School in the Corpus 
Christi Independent School District, 
and slhe will tell you that it's 
A THENAFEST. 

Windsor Park, the home of Corpus 
Christi's A THENA program for 
gifted/talented elementary students, is 
buzzing with preliminary plans for its 
annual A THENAFEST. This gala event 
is a gigantic open-house/ice cream 
social. co-sponsored by P.T.A., 
Athena staff and students. This P.T.A. 
major money-making project for the 
year is open to the public, and the at
tendance is unbelievable. 

A THENAFEST means many things. 
It is weeks of planning, collecting, 
decorating, arranging, and sharing, On 
display, in addition to out-growths and 
products from the regular curriculum 
areas, are 'the fruits of labor' from 
creative and future problem-solving, 

scenario writing, independent and 
research studies, enrichment activities, 
futuristics, contest entries, students 
original computer programs and 
Fabulous Friday minicourse offerings, 
This is a time of pride in sharing for 
students and teachers; it is a time of 
receiving for all who attend. So, watch 
out, New Orleans, you are facing stiff 
competition! 

Rockport-Fulton junior High Allegro 
Students Visit Nuclear Plant 

Last December, the Allegro students 
in grades six, seven, and eight from 
Rockport-Fulton junior High School 
took a field trip to the South Texas 
Nuclear Plant near Bay City, Texas. 

While at the plant, the students 
reviewed an educational film on 
nuclear energy and nuclear plant 
development. Also, they were allowed 
to see the exhibits on how nuclear 
energy is produced, how nuclear plants 
operate, and how nuclear wastes will 
be disposed of in the future. 

Besides a guided tour of the visitors' 
center, the students were also given a 
bus tour of the entire nuclear plant 
under construction. During the plant 
tour, the students saw the huge equip
ment and unusual materials used in the 
project, the enormous field yards that 
will house the nuclear reactors, and the 
huge reservoirs and leaves housing the 
water necessary for the project. 

Ms. Solomon, tour guide, told the 
students many interesting facts and 
figures about nuclear energy and 
answered questions from the students. 

The Allegro Gifted/Talented Pro
gram has forty-four students in grades 
eight and is in its second year of im
plementation. In addition to taking 
field trips pertaining to the students' 
studies, Allegro students complete in
dependent study units on topics of the 
student's choice, participate in the 
Texas Future Problem Solving Pro
gram, and enter their creative writings 
in the national magazine for and by 
gifted students - Chart Your Own 
Course. 

Mrs. Sophie Perkins is the Allegro 
teacher. Aransas Co. I.S.D. par
ticipates in the Education Service 
Center, Region II co-op for gifted 
education. 
Submitted By: 
Sally Defenbaugh 

One thorn of experience is worth 
a whole wilderness of warning. 

- David Campbell 



REGION III 

WAYNE 
CRAIGEN 

The Difference a Period Can Make 

Woodsboro Independent School 
District initiated the CAPT (Creative 
and Productive Thinkers) program in 
the Fall of 1981 as part of the Region III 
Education Service Center Gifted! 
Talented Co-op. Thirty-six students in 
grades 3-8 investigated areas of in
dividual interest under the guidance of 
their classroom teachers, who served 
as mentors while providing the stu
dents with the necessary research 
skills. 

Being a small district with limited 
staff and resources, Woodsboro In
dependent School District utilized a 
modified cluster grouping technique in 
providing instruction for the CAPT 
participants, including the second year 
when grades 9-12 were added to the 
program. Evaluation data for these 
two implentation years seemed to in
dicate that the program was consistent
ly falling short of its goals, and the par
ticipants were losing their enthusiasm 
and interest in the program. Even 
though the program has strong support 
from parents and school personnel, it 
was doomed to a slow death unless 
something was done to turn it around. 

Campus principals, recognizing that 
the method of delivery was not suited 
to CAPT goals and objectives, made 
schedule changes in order to provide 
periods during the week for CAPT par
ticipants to meet with a teacher. In the 
Elementary grades, one period per day 
is set aside for CAPT classes, while 
other grade level students attend 
Chapter I class or meet with the other 
grade level teachers for guided study. 
In the Junior and High School grades, 
CAPT participants are pulled out of 
two classes per week to meet with a 
teacher who guides them through their 
projects. CAPT participants are re
quired to complete the same assign
ments as other students in these classes. 
Instruction in the CAPT teachers' 
regular classes is carried out by the 
principal, counselor, and librarian on a 
rotating basis. 

The scheduling of a specific meeting 
time for the CAPT participants pro
vides the teachers an opportunity to 

guide them through planned activities 
where all participants are working on 
the same project. At the High School 
level, in addition to several Olympics 
of the Mind projects, students were in
troduced to microcomputer progarm
ming and wildlife photography, heard 
lectures by experts in fields such as oil 
and gas engineering, and took field 
trips including one to the Central 
Power and Light coal generating plant 
in Goliad, Texas. Junior High par
ticipants carried out several Olympics 
of the Mind projects and spent time 
learning microcomputer programming 
and creating their own programs. 
Elementary school participants worked 
on three different projects in each 
grade level. 

One particuiarly successful project 
at the Elementary level was a 4th-grade 
pictorial essay of their city. Students 
learned interview techniques from a 
newspaper editor and photography 
from a professional wildlife 
photographer. Students took pictures 
of the important places around town, 
interviewed the mayor and school of
ficials, researched how a camera works 
and its development, and arrranged all 
the information in an illustrated 
album. 

Administrators, parents, and 
students feel that the revised sched
uling has given the CAPT program the 
boost that it needed to become a pro
ductive part of the curriculum. The 
program still has room for improve
ment, but with the dedicated staff, 
scheduled CAPT periods, and the 
Region III ESC gifted!talented consul
tant, Dr. Helen Taulbee, we feel that 
the program will grow stronger and 
more productive each year. 

Edgar Schubert 
CIT Coordinator and Elementary 
Principal, Woodsboro Indpendent 
School District 

REGION VI 

NANCY 
ROBERTS 

The newly-organized Montgomery 
County Association for Gifted and 
Talented has planned several exciting 
summer activities for gifted students. 
They have arranged an overnight fossil 

hunt in the Austin hill country; a field 
trip to NASA Mission Control; a visit 
to the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science; a French Bastille Day celebra
tion; a poetry-writing workshop; and 
chess lessons - creative parents hard 
at work to stimulate creative young
sters. MCAGT has already affiliated 
with TAGT and is earnestly working 
to build membership. Anyone inter
ested in supporting their efforts may 
contact the president, Lynn Hum
phreys (409) 273-1488. 

More than 140 Brazos County stu
dents in grades 5 through 12 entered 
the Bryan-College Station Eagle news
paper writing contest this past year. 
Students were asked to write a 500-750 
word essay on life in the Brazos Valley 
2083. The following students in the 
Gifted Education Program in the Bryan 
ISO won honors: 

Sandra Taylor, 1st Place, 8th Grade, 
Stephen F. Austin; Theodore Kim, 1st 
Place, 11th Grade, Bryan High School; 
Denise Rowe, 2nd Place, 11th Grade, 
Bryan High School; Ben Ford, 2nd 
Place, 5th Grade, Lamar; Seth Parker, 
Honorable Mention, Bryan High 
School; Cathy Dodgen, Honorable 
Mention, Bryand High School; Dave 
Kelton, Honorable Mention, Stephen 
F. Austin; Bryan Bernstein, Honorable 
Mention, Stephen F. Austin; Murray 
Newman, Honorable Mention, Lamar; 
Dale Homburg, Honorable Mention, 
Kemp. 

Live At Five 

REGION IX 

NINA 
McNEILL 

The eighth grade LEAD program 
developed a new aspect to its CUf
riculum with the addition of television 
journalism in 1983-84. In cooperation 
with the local CBS affiliate, KAUZ
Channel 6, a program was devised in 
which the eighth grade students pro
duce Youth News stories or feature 
stories on a weekly basis fOf the five 
o'clock newscast, "Live at Five." 

After a study of format for TV news 
writing, news reporters become guest 
teachers in the classroom. Then the 
students write, direct, and help edit 

See Region IX, cont. p. 6 
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Region IX, (cont. from p. 5) 

their story ideas. Students have an op
portunity to be reporters and on-air 
personnel in the studio during the "Live 
at Five" Newscast. 

During the 1983-84 school year, the 
program has been modified to a bi
monthly feature, partly due to time 
limitations both at school and at the 
TV station. According to public reac
tion, the students with the Youth News 
on television continue to be a success. 

REGION XI 

JEANNE 
HRANITZKY 

The Bright and New in Eleven 

Congratulations are in order for 
thirteen-year-old Haven Heffner, an 
eighth grade student in the Program for 
Alvarado's Currciulum Enrichment 
(PACE). Haven's teacher, Mrs. 
Carolyn Hopper, entered her PACE 
contest poster, along with those of the 
other PACE students, in the Second 
Annual Mini-Poster Contest sponsored 
by the Gifted Children Newsletter. 
Haven came away as the second place 
winner and received a check for $15 in 
addition to having her work included 
in the April. 1984 issue of the newslet
ter. Copies of her poster and those of 
the three other winners were sent to 
President Reagan and education 
leaders across the country. Her award 
winning poster was entitled "Today is 
the Time to Improve Your Mind." Ja
son Michael. a fifth grader in the pro
gram, was also mentioned in the April 
edition of the newsletter for her slogan 
"Be Cool - Stay in School" that was a 
part of his poster. 

Granbury initiated a new program 
for the gifted, Talented and Gifted of 
Grandbury (T.A.G.G.) this past fall in 
grades four and five under the direc
tion of Region Xl. Pat Taylor and 
Carolyn Steel serve as instructors. 
Texas, its history and future, became 
the major issue for fourth graders in 
T.A.G.G., while fifth graders explored 
social studies content through a study 
of the American presidents and first 
ladies of the Revolutionary War era. 
Along with the regular social studies 
classes, the T.A.G.G. students par
ticipated in writing social studies mind 
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benders and presented them to their 
homerooms. One of the highlights of 
the year was the formation of a parent 
support group with sixty members. 
This group is led by Mrs. Lyn Britton. 
For summer fun, the group has planned 
an exciting series called "Super Summer 
Sessions" for T.A.C.G. students under 
the direction of Mrs. Janice Edwards. 
The sessions will include: Law Enforce
ment, Art Appreciation, Snack Lab, 
Calligraphy, Hospital Tour, Karate, 
Racquetball, and A Day in Court. Next 
fall will see T.A.C.C. students in sixth 
and seventh grades with Sharon 0011 
and Betty Davis as instructors. 

Lake Worth's OMEGA Program 
held an exhibit May 3rd through 5th in 
which student-developed computer 
programs, slide presentations, models, 
diaramas, puppets, mobiles, and a 
robot named D.C. were viewed by 
over 100 people. A video tape of the 
exhibit was made to be shown at 
Region XI. Students in the fourth and 
fifth grades successfully launched 
rockets that they had made on May 17. 
The scene of the blast-off was the 
elementary school playground. Jan 
Brown is the coordinator of the 
OMECA Program in Lake Worth. 

REGION XlI 

JEAN 
KEMP 

Parent Support Council for GIT, 
Copperas Cove, Have Productive Year 

The Parent Support Council for CIT 
of Copperas Cove (Co-Presidents: Dr. 
and Mrs. Glenn Hunt) has as a goal 
providing computers for the CIT 
classes. Beginning the year with the 
treasury balance of $140, the Council 
participated in fund raising events that 
brought the balance to over $4,000, 
and the computers were purchased. 

The last activity of the year for the 
Council was a banquet honoring CIT 
students in grades 2-9. The students 
were honored with medals and cer
tificates for their accomplishments dur
ing the year. Neyl} officers were also in
stalled at that time. They are: Presi
dent, Shirley Cooney; Vice-President, 
Alice Manus; Secretary, Jennie 
Nesvacil; and Treasurers, Joel and 
Judith Meador. 

The Parent Support Council for GIT 
of Copperas Cove will again this sum
mer be working with the Killeen 
Talented and Gifted Association to 
present a Super Summer of Activities 
for CIT Students, with over 50 classes 
being offered. 

Belton Teacher Receives 
Study Grant to Duke University 

Donna Carpenter, teacher of ad
vanced English in Belton High School, 
will be participating in the Duke 
University summer CIT program as a 
teaching assistant. She received the 
study grant as a part of the Texas 
scholarship program for the Duke 
Talent Search, and she qualified as a 
result of Belton's participation in the 
national Duke Talent Search for 
seventh grade students. One Belton 
seventh-grade student, Terri 
McKnown, was honored at the state 
reception for state qualifiers in San AJl
tonio on June 4. 

Belton parent Group Keeps TAG 
(Talented and Gifted) Before the Public 

The Belton Association for Cifted 
and Talented (the parent support 
group, Mary Ann Bryson, President) 
kept parents informed by printing a 
directory of all students and parents 
with addresses and telephone numbers, 
and by sending to all parents a month
ly newsletter, The Tagger. Monthly 
meetings were also held to inform and 
educate parents. 

The major fund-raising event, the 
Mayfest Carnival. was held for the first 
time this year in the city park with 
civic and other school organizations in
vited to participate with booths of their 
own. Not only was it a successful fund 
raiser, but it also accomplished three 
other B.A.G.T. goals: (1) to provide a 
time of fun and fellowship for the en
tire TAG "family" (students, teachers, 
administrators, parents and friends); 
(2) to make the public aware of the 
Talented and Gifted Program; and (3) 
to display student products for the 
parents and general public to aid in 
their understanding of the nature of 
CIT education. 

The student product display (May
fair) ranged from elementary through 
high school. The high school indepen
dent study students presented their 
year of research by displaying the pro
ducts that resulted. The students were 
on hand to visit with the public and to 
answer questions. 

See Region XII. cont. p. 7 



Region XII, (cont. from p. 6) 

Along with the student products 
were a series of student dramatic 
presentations from grades 7, 8, and 9. 
These were the results of units of 
study. They were performed in the 
park's outdoor bandstand. 

REGION XVI 

DONNA 
CLOPTON 

Dimmitt lSD's 4th, 5th and 6th 
graders were introduced to the joys of 
Shakespeare during an eight-week unit 
this spring. Covering one play each 
week, sixth-grade social studies teacher 
Katie lvey retold the stories as they 
would have been read, after the 11 
students had done research on the 
characteristics of the main characters. 
Included were three tragedies, two 
comedies, and Romeo and Juliet. After 
hearing the stories, students were able 
to view sections of each play from the 
educational TV series. A culminating 
activity required the students to work 
in groups to rewrite one scene from 
each play in today's language. Char
acter mimes and charades served as the 
evaluation method during the eighth 
week, and the students demonstrated 
excellent recall and understanding of 
plots and characterizations. According 
to GfT teacher, Glenda Sims, who also 
worked with the group, the students 
were extremely enthusiastic about the 
project and want to continue it next 
year. She reported that two significant 
gains from the activity were that 
students carne to believe that 
Shakespeare's writings couldn't be im
proved and that the participants 
developed a love of Shakespeare, not 
the fear that many children experience. 

Dalhart ISO 8th-graders in Mary 
Barker's GfT class participated in an 
exciting simulation activity developed 
by community volunteer, Tom Martin, 
a former teacher and investigator for 
the U.S. State Department. Based on 
the Cuban missile crisis, the simulation 
provided students with programmed 
reactions to foreign policy decisions. 
After being given the initial problem of 
missile silos in Cuba, students worked 
in a mini think-tank format to select 
one of several pre-set choices. Students 
were then given the probable outcome 

of their decision and new choices to 
make. As a part of the simulation ac
tivity, students investigated the rela
tionship between the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union including nuclear 
brinks manship, foreign policy, and the 
nuclear arms race. Mrs. Barker was 
delighted to report that her students 
did not start World War Ill. 

Teachers or parents interested in an 
exciting and informative field trip for 
their GfT students should consider 
Oklahoma City, according to Pampa 
GfT facilitator, Kay Crouch. Her 
elementary GfT students are still ex
cited about their recent visit to the 
Kirkpatrick Center, the Cowboy Hall 
of Fame, and Enterprise Square. The 
Kirkpatrick Center houses several 
places of interest. The Pampa group 
especially enjoyed the Omniplex which 
contains numerous science experiments 
and phenomena and the Air Space 
Museum where they were able to sit in 
a simulated cockpit and man the con
trol of an airplane. They also enjoyed 
a showing and talk about the Burmese 
python and the chance to have their 
pictures taken with the snake around 
their necks. 

Several shows are scheduled each 
day for various age groups, so Mrs. 
Crouch suggests that anyone planning 
to visit the Omniplex call ahead for 
scheduled showing times. The number 
is 405-424-6474. The Pampa students 
also saw a planetarium show which 
was housed in the same general vicinity 
as the Omniplex. They visited the lin
coln park Zoo, which is in walking 
distance of the Kirkpatrick Center, and 
spent the night at the Hall of Fame 
Motel. Saturday, they toured the 
Cowboy Hall of Fame where the 
children wer especially interested in 
reading about the contributions of Mr. 
and Mrs. D.o. Payne of Pampa. Mrs. 
Crouch recommends requesting a guid
ed tour at the Hall of Fame. The 
students then went to Enterprise 
Square where, as one student put it, "It 
made learning about economics fun!". 
According to Mrs. Crouch, the film
ing, the robots, the sound effects, the 
computerized equipment and garnes, as 
well as the huge displays, such as the 
Hall of Giants, makes this place a must 
for gifted kids to visit. In one area dur
ing their three-hour tour, the children 
were able to work with a computer 
program which helped them decide 
what they want to be when they grow 
up, such as an oil producer, a truck 
driver or dress store owner. The 
students had to make choices and deci
sions to see how well they could per-

form at those jobs. Arrangements for 
visiting Enterprise Square can be made 
by calling 1-800-654-9245. Part of the 
expenses for this trip were paid by the 
Pampa TAG Association. 

While the Pampa students were in 
Oklahoma City, Wellington 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders were taking an im
aginary dream vacation. Each student 
was given a $5000 "gift" to be used 
for traveling. The students learned 
about 800 "hot line" numbers and 
airline schedules, received brochures 
from travel agents, compared prices, 
planned an itinerary, made a pictorial 
travel log, and organized a day-by-day 
expense account. 

A second popular activity in Well
ington this year involved "white 
elephants". Students were asked to 
bring 10 disposable items which were 
interesting to them. Each day these 
items were displayed on a table and the 
students selected several and used them 
as topics for stories, poems, inter
views, plays, and speeches, often using 
personification. GfT facilitator Dean
na Van Pelt reported that this activity 
was especially effective for helping stu
dents loose their own identity and use 
their creative abilities. In addition to 
the above activities, Mrs. Van Pelt 
used these disposable items to help stu
dents strengthen skills in classification 
and discrimination. Students were en
couraged to focus on properties and 
subtle similarities and differences. 
Students also made new toys with the 
items. 

Wellington High School seniors, 
Britt Schmidt (valedictorian) and Steve 
Owens built a Dune-Buggy-type car 
this year, wiring it from scratch and us
ing parts from a variety of used equip
ment including a motorcycle motor. 
They started the project in' August and 
everyone was thrilled when the car ac
tually ran. 

The May 1984, issue of ART ED
UCA TION, the Journal of the National 
Art Education Association, has two 
photographs of students participating 
in W.T.S.U.'s Gifted and Talented In
stitute art classes. The photographs 
were taken by Dr. Anne Gregory, 
teacher, to illustrate an article she had 
written. 

Nothing great was ever achieved 
without enthusiasm. 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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REGION XIX 

JEANETTE 
COVINGTON 

E = mc2 or "Excellence equals motiva
tion times creativity squared" was the 
theme of the second El Paso Con
ference on Gifted Education, April 18, 
at the Union Conference Center, 
University of Texas at El Paso. Three 
hundred participants and speakers at
tended the all-day conference which 
was sponsored by a coalition of nine 
organizations. Keynote speaker, Irving 
S. Sato, opened the conference con
sidering the Gifted Child in the Regular 
Classroom. In addition to Sato's four 
sessions, twenty-five speakers pre
sented min-sessions on topics such as 
"Learning Styles of Gifted Students", 
"Problem-Solving and Critical Think
ing", "Nurturing Mental Health in the 
Gifted", "Supplementing Inadequate 
Educational Systems", "Time Manage
ment and Study Skills", and "Strategies 
for the Underachiever". Irving Sato 
ended the conference with a discussion 
of "Critical Issues in Gifted Education". 
The response to the conference was ex
cellent and plans are already underway 
for 1985. 

The El Paso Association for the 
Gifted and Talented has completed its 
third successful year with a member
ship of 150 families and twenty nine 
members affiliated with TAGT. 
EPAGT sponsors Sun City Summer 
enrichment programs and co-sponsors 
After School Adventures for gifted 
children. In addition EPAGT publishes 
a Directory of Services and Activities 
for Gifted Children, a GiftRap newslet
ter, and conducts extensive adult pro
gramming. This fall EPAGT will spon
sor a series of lecture-discussions on 
"Guiding the Gifted Child". 

Submitted By 
Kathleen Millett, 
President EPAGT 

Genius without education is like 
silver in the mine. 

- Benjamin Franklin 
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REGION XX 

PAT 
LONG 

What do you get when you cross 
mental activity with olympic styled 
competition? A Mentathalon. 

All seventh grade GIT students in 
the Northside Independent School Dis
trict, San Antonia, Texas, (approx
imately 250) were the competitors in 
this all-day event. The students were 
randomly assigned to one of thirty 
groups, so it became an intradistrict 
rather than an intercampus competi
tion. This gave the GIT students a 
chance to meet new friends and prac
tice their group organization skills. 

The organization of the group was 
very important, because once a mem
ber of a team attended an activity, no 
other team member could return to 
that particular one. Therefore, five 
team meetings were scheduled through
out the day, one before the first activi
ty hour and one after each activity 
hOUL 

Sixty activites were arranged into 
five categories; Language Arts and 
Social Studies, Science, Math and 
Computers, Logic and Games, and 
Creative Design. This meant an 

average of 12 activities per category. 
The individual team members obvious
ly needed to attend as many activities 
as possible from the categories of their 
particular expertise. Each activity had 
a certain point value that was deter
mined by a degree of difficulty and a 
time consumption factor, with a blue 
ticket worth ten points, a red ticket 
worth five points, and a white ticket 
worth one point. When the student 
completed an activity, the appropriate 
ticket value was awarded. 

With sixty activities offered and one 
judge per booth needed, volunteers 
were a necessity. These volunteers in
cluded parents, counselors, adminis
trators and the elementary GIT 
teachers. The Mentathalon would 
never have taken place if it hadn't been 
for these volunteers. 

As the day progressed it became 
quite apparent that the competition 
was getting stiff. At the end of the last 
activity the excitement grew as the 
judges verified each team's accumu
lated points. The first place team had 
296 points, while the fifth place team 
was only 15 points shy of that score. 
As the Deputy Superintendent of the 
Northside District awarded the 
trophies and certificates, it was ob
vious that the winning teams had a 
sense of accomplishment. 

Submitted By; 
David Bowles, 
Gifted & Talented Teacher 

PARENTS CAN! 
Nurturing the Critical 
and Creative Thinking 

of Older Children 
By Bertie Kingore 

The time has come that direct and 
deliberate attention to the development 
of thinking skills is more worthwhile 
than the acquisition of yet more 
knowledge. 

Edward de Bono 
Fourth World Conference on Gifted 
and Talented Children 

It is estimated that our knowledge 
bank (i.e., everything that is known to
day by mankind) doubles every three 
to five years. As parents, we can not 
expect children to learn all there is to 

know. We must rather help them learn 
to think. 

Critical and creative thinking in
volve evaluating information and pos
ing new solutions or unique alter
natives to problems. Most parents 
want their children' to be able thinkers. 
But thinking skills do not happen over
night. High-level thinking skills are 
developmental. They build on past ex
periences and increase in quantity and 
quality with practice. Parents can nur
ture critical and creative thinking 

See Parents, cont. p. 11 



New Federal Legislation 
for Gifted and Talented 

On Thursday, May 3, 1984, Congressman Austin J. Murphy (P A), Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Select Education, along with other co-sponsors, introduced 
modest federal legislation designed to advance the education of gifted and talented 
children and youth. 

The Education for Gifted and Talented Children and Youth Improvement Act of 
1984 (H.R. 5596) if enacted will include the following, 

1 . The bill defines gifted and talented children and youth. The definition is basical
ly the same as that which was contained in the previous legislation for the gifted 
and talented and was retained in Section 582 (3) (A) of the Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1981. 

2. The bill provides for federal grants or cooperative agreements with state educa
tion agencies to assist them in promoting, developing, or improving programs 
for gifted and talented children and youth. States can use these funds to, 

a. Develop exemplary programs within their state. While the proposed legisla
tion does not project the provision of adequate resources to educate gifted 
and talented students, states can use the limited resources to initiate the 
development of varying model programs or assist existing programs to 
model or exemplary status. 

b. Develop and implement state and local plans for educating gifted and 
talented children and youth. It is expected that such efforts would bring 
together educators, parents, students, state and local government officials, 
leaders of business and industry, representatives of the arts, and higher 
education personnel so that plans and implementation strategies reflect the 
needs of students, the human resource needs of the state and its com
munities, and maximize the utilization of the the public and private 
resources of the state, its communities and citizens. 

c. Conduct activities to promote the development and advancement of pro
grams for gifted and talented children and youth. States may use resources 
under this section to increase public awareness of the need for programs, 
available services, and planning and implementation strategies. 

See Legislation, cont. p. 11 

Dr. JoAnn Rand Whitmore (left) and Dr. William Nash (right) appear in 
Washington to support Congressman Austin Murphy (center) as he introduces the 
Education for Gifted and Talented Children and Youth Improvement Act of 1984. 

President, (cant. from p. 2) 

Executive Board are always made with 
the gifted student in mind. They do not 
take their charge lightly. Immediate 
Past President JoAnn Houston has 
worked with the Nominating Commit
tee for our annual election of officers 
and Board members. These people are 
instrumental to the success of the 
Association, and merit your time and 
interest in voting. These people are the 
leadership of TAGT and are leaders in 
the field of gifted education. I would 
like for you to consider carefully those 
candidates, and after the membership 
has chosen its leaders, give them your 
support by offering to help. The more 
people who commit time and effort to 
the Association, the more the Associa
tion can do for the gifted. 

I wish you a restful summer, and I 
look forward to seeing you at our 
November 15-17, TAGT conference in 
McAllen. It shows all the symptoms of 
another successful conference. 

Research, (cont. from p. 3) 

lowest scholastic achievement. There is 
an increase in the ability to think 
critically as grade averages rise. Sex 
and age are not related to the ability to 
think critically. The type of certifica
tion sought makes little difference in 
critical thinking. This means that 
elementary and secondary teachers and 
those preparing to teach on all levels 
are equally able to think critically. 

The clear mandate for schools is to 
identify the critical thinking skills to be 
taught and systematically teach them. 
A planned program spanning K-12 and 
extending into teacher training in 
universities offers the best hope of 
achieving a major aim of American 
education: a citizenry capable to think
ing critically about the issues and prob
lems confronting them. Critical think
ing skills can be taught. 

Dr. Enid Bates 
Dr. Robert Warren 
West Texas State University 

* * * NEW ADDRESS * * * 

Effective September 1, 1984 

TACT 
P.O. Box 1991 

Austin, Texas 78767 

9 



Legislation, (cont. from p. 9) 

3. The bill provides for grants to institutions of higher education, state education 
agencies, and private non-profit organizations for preservice and inservice 
training for personnel involved in the education of gifted and talented children 
and youth. Gallagher found in his recent study on the state of gifted and 
talented education that personnel development was the most highly rated need 
by state and local administrators, teachers, and parents. While funds uncler this 
section will not be sufficient to meet the total need, the use of these resources to 
develop leadership personnel (including trainers), increase the number of com
prehensive teacher training programs, and establish model inservice training 
programs should significantly help resolve the problem. 

4. The bill provides for grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements to institu
tions of higher education, state education agencies, and private non-profit 
organizations to conduct research on methods for teaching gifted and talented 
children and youth, evaluate programs, conduct surveys, collect, develop and 
disseminate information, and provide technical assistance. Previous federal 
legislation provided great assistance to the advancement of gifted and talented 
education by supporting critically needed research, technical assistance, and in
formation dissemination activities. Since the consolidation of this legislation 
into Chapter 2, this element of a federal role has been lost. If programs are to 
develop in a systematic and effective manner, then there must be a knowledge 
base and the effective dissemination of such knowledge to persons developing 
and operating such programs. 

5. The bill requires the Secretary of Education to report to the Congress and the 
public on the state of education of gifted and talented children and youth, in
cluding the Department's plan for advancing such educational opportunities 
and recommendations for any future legislative acitivities. It has been over a 
decade since Education Commissioner Marland issued his report. A more cur
rent report and coherent nationwide strategy is clearly needed. 

Total funding authorized under the proposed legislation is $25 million for FY 1985, 
$34.5 million for FY 86, and $44 million for FY 87. 

Action Needed 
1. The Council for Exceptional Children strongly supports the proposed Education 

for Gifted and Talented Children and Youth Improvement Act of 1984, com
mends Congressman Murphy for his leadership on this issue, and will en
courage widespread bi-partisan Congressional support for eventual passage of 
the legislation. 

2. CEC Members and others concerned about the education of gifted and talented 
students should convey in writing their appreciation to Congressman Austin J. 
Murphy, U.S. House of Representatives, 2437 Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20515 for his leadership in introducing the legislation and 
provide any supportive information that would build a constructive record on 
why such legislation would be of value. Please note that constructive sugges
tions on how the legislation could be improved within its basic format would 
also be appreciated. Blind copies of any such communications should also be 
sent to CEC's Department of Governmental Relations. 

3. CEC members and others concerned about the education of gifted and talented 
students should contact their members of the House of Representatives asking 
them to co-sponsor the Education for Gifted and Talented Children and Youth 
Improvement Act of 1984. Note: all members of the House of Representatives 
have received a letter from Congressman Murphy asking them to co-sponsor 
the legislation. 

4. It is particularly important that members of the House Education and Labor 
Committee and especially members of the Select Subcommittee on Education 
become supporters of this legislation. A list of the full committee appears below 
and members of the Subcommittee are noted with a check mark. 

5. While discussions have been taking place in the Senate, no legislation com
parable to the Education for Gifted and Talented Children and Youth Improve
ment Act of 1984 has yet been introduced. It would be particularly important if 

See Legislation, cant. p. 11 
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Update on Summer 
Opportunities for 
Gifted Students 

Judith L. Martin 
Baylor University 

This is an update on summer oppor
tunities for gifted student·s in 1984 in 
Texas. 

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
Waco 

University for Young people is a sum
mer school for gifted and talented 
students entering fourth through eighth 
grades. Three two-week sessions are 
offered this summer, June 18-29, July 
9-20, and July 23-August 3. Each ses
sion has different course offerings for 
the elementary students and the middle 
school/junior high students. The 
courses meet for one and one-half 
hours daily, and the tuition is $40.00 
per course. The offerings include: Ar
chaelology, Art, Chemistry, Com
puters, French, Geology, History 
(Civil War), Mathematics, Philosophy, 
Physics, Psychology, Science, and 
Writing. For more information contact 
Dr. Judith Martin, Director, University 
for Young People, School of Educa
tion, Baylor University, Waco, TX 
76798, (817) 755-3111. 

TYLER FRIENDS OF THE GIFTED 

Star Spangled Summer is sponsored by 
the parents and educators in the Tyler 
area. Enrollment is open to any student 
whose parents have paid dues to the 
organization. The courses are planned 
throughout the summer and vary in 
length and cost. The instructors are 
professionals in the community. 
Topics of the courses include capital 
markets and investment alternatives, 
entomology, zoology, bird watching, 
Spanish, Japanese language and 
culture. For more information contact 
Myrtis Smith, President, Tyler Friends 
of the gifted, 3011 Old Bullard Rd., 
Tyler, TX 75701, (214) 595-1875. 

Remember To Vote 
In August, members will 

receive official ballots for the 
1985 TACT Executive 

Board Election. Support your 
Association with active 

involvement in this process. 
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Legislation, (cont. from p. 10) 

such legislation were introduced by the Chairman andlor members of the 
Senate Education Subcommittee. A list of members of this Subcommittee also 
follows to encourage your communication with them. 

Through the bill has limited fiscal implications, it is needed to maximize state, 
local, and private resources. The bill does not break up Chapter Two of the Educa
tion Consolidation and Improvement Act of 1981, but rather supplements it. 

Dr. William R. Nash, Professor, TAMU. and First Vice-President of the Na
tional Association of Gifted Children, strongly encourages Texas voters to support 
Congressman Murphy by mail, to thank his co-sponsors, and to contact members 
of Congress who have not co-sponsored the bill. In a recent press conference in 
Washington, Dr. Nash issued the following endoresement of H.R. 5596: 

Speaking on behalf of the National Association for Gifted Children, I certainly 
want to commend Congressman Austin Murphy and his co-sponsors for introduc
ing federal legislation in support of the education of gifted and talented youth. 

The National Association for Gifted Children. which is now 30 years old and 
numbers a membership of over 5,000, has always been dedicated to work for 
educational opportunities for high potential youth, and we will certainly join other 
interested parties in vigorous support of passage of this legislation. 

In our country's recent quest for excellence in education, I think many, many 
parents and educators have come to recognize the urgent needs in this field. The 
various high abilities we refer to as "gifts" and "talents" do not develop in situations 
of neglect, but, rather, need our most considered instructional attention. Children 
who are able to quickly grasp advanced concepts, who can move through the 
school curriculum more rapidly than others, who show unusual levels of curiosity 
and questioning abilities, who reveal the imaginative thinking that results in 
creative products, are often the children who express bordorn with the normal 
school experience. At the same time, individuals who go on to great adult creative 
achievement, who become our leaders and innovators, frequently report having 
"fallen in love" with a field of study at a young age followed by years of pursuit of 
this field of study with remendous intensity and depth. It would seem only 
reasonable that we would want to encourage, rather than discourage these "great 
pursuits." The proposed legislation will certainly aid us in this endeavor. 

Again let me thank Congressman Murphy for his vision and leadership. 

During July and August, Congressmen will be at home campaigning for fall elec
tions. This would be an extremely propitious time for advocates of gifted educa
tion to meet with them and solicit their support. 

House Committee on Education and Labor 
(98th Congress) 

Jurisdiction: Education and labor in general. 

Room 
2328 RHOB 
2371 RHOB 
239 CHOB 
2366 RHOB 
2470 RHOB 
2428 RHOB 
2201 RHOB 
343 CHOB 
2422 RHOB 
2437 RHOB 
1410 LHOB 
2432 RHOB 
1512 LHOB 
430 CHOB 
1714 LHOB 
114 CHOB 
1514 LHOB 
1723 LHOB 

Democrats (22) 

Carl D. Perkins, Chairman, (Ky.) 
Augustus F. Hawkins (Calif.) 
William D. Ford (Mich.) 

.... Joseph M. Gaydos (Pa). 
William Clay (Mo.) 

.... Mario Biaggi (N. Y.) 
Ike Andrews (N. C.) 

.... Paul Simon (Ill.) 

.... George Miller (Calif.) 

.... Austin J. Murphy (Pa.) 

.... Baltasar Corrada (P. R.) 
Dale E. Kildee (Mich.) 

.... Pat Williams (Mont.) 
Ray Kogovsek (Colo.) 
Matthew G. Martinez (Calif.) 
Major R. Owens (N.Y.) 
Frank Harrison (Pa.) 
Rick Boucher (Va.) 

Telephone 
225-4935 
225-2201 
225-6261 
225-4631 
225-2406 
225-2464 
225-1784 
225-5201 
225-2095 
225-4665 
225-2615 
225-3611 
225-3211 
225-4761 
225-5464 
225-6231 
225-6511 
225-3861 

See Legislation. cont. p. 12 

Parents, (cont. from p .. B) 

through the biting tongue technique 
and through open-ended questions. 

Biting Tongue Technique 

The biting tongue technique 
laughingly points to the need of 
parents to bite our tongues and allow 
some "wait time" so children have a 
chance to think for themselves. Our 
greater maturity and experience fre
quently make it possible to think faster 
than our children. Sometimes it may 
even inflate our ego to be able to tell 
our children everything they need to 
know about a situation. But ultimate
ly, if we want to nurture our children's 
thinking ability, we need to listen to 
their thinking as well as ask them to 
listen to ours. As children observe 
puzzling things, we are most helpful to 
their long-term development if we en
courage them to think about it and 
then bite our tongue to give them time 
to try to explain it. 

Children are also denied important 
opportunities to think if parents are 
too quick to give our opinion. Many 
times we unintentionally stifle thinking 
by making judgment statements. 
"You're too young to know." "That's a 
stupid way to look at it." "You're just 
jumping to conclusions." Statements 
such as these may block further think
ing and communication. Children 
won't risk sharing their thinking if 
parents respond with such opinions. 
It's time for the biting tongue technique 
again! 

Open-ended Questions 

Parents usually ask children ques
tions which need a simple yes or no 
answer and do not require time for 
reflection. To nurture critical and 
creative thinking, however, parents 
need to ask questions which stimulate 
analysis. Open-ended questions are im
portant because they seldom have im
mediate right or wrong responses. 
They are actually probes to deeper 
thinking. 

The following are examples of open
ended questions which encourage older 
children to evaluate the information 
they have found . 

1. How do you know if something is 
opinion or fact? 

2. How reliable is the source or the 
authority? 

3. What other factors could be con
sidered? 

The open-ended questions that 
See Parents, cont. p. 12 
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Legislation, (cant. from p. 11) 

1725 LHOB 
1429 LHOB 
1221 LHOB 
501 CHOB 

2206 RHOB 
2431 RHOB 
2263 RHOB 
2344 RHOB 
1024 LHOB 
226 CHOB 
416 CHOB 
1233 LHOB 
511 CHOB 
1229 LHOB 
216 CHOB 

Democrats (22) 
Gary Ackerman (N.Y.) 
Sala Burton (Calif.) 
Dennis E. Eckert (Ohio) 
Timothy Penny (Minn.) 

Republicans (11) 

John N. Erlenborn (Ill). 
James M. Jeffords (Vt.) 

V' Bill Goodling (Pa.) 
V'E. Thomas Coleman (Mo.) 

Thomas E. Petri (Wisc.) 
Marge Roukema (N.J.) 
Steve Gunderson (Wisc.) 

V'Steve Bartlett (Tex.) 
Ronald C. Packard (Calif.) 
Howard C. Nielson (Utah) 
Rod Chandler (Wash.) 

Abbreviations: RHOB - Rayburn House Office Building 
LHOB - Longworth House Office Building 
CHOB - Cannon House Office Building 

225-2061 
225-4965 
225-6331 
225-2472 

225-3515 
225-4115 
225-5836 
225-7041 
225-2476 
225-4465 
225-5506 
225-4201 
225-3906 
225-7551 
225-7761 

Subcommittee on Education, Arts and Humanities of the 
Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee 

(98th Congress) 

Jurisdiction: Chapters One and Two (formerly ESEA), impact aid, 
vocational education, P.L. 89-313. 

Room 
133 SHOB 
553 SOOB 
524 SHOB 
303 SHOB 
516 SHOB 
135 SROB 

335 SROB 
113 SROB 
302 SOOB 
107 SOOB 
324 SHOB 

Republicans (6) 

Robert T. Stafford, Chairman (Vt.) 
John P. East (N.C.) 
Dan Quayle (Ind.) 
Lowel P. Weicker (Conn.) 
Jeremiah Denton (Ala.) 
Orrin G. Hatch (Utah) 

Democrats (5) 

Claiborne Pell (R.I.) 
Edward M. Kennedy (Mass.) 
Jennings Randolph (W. Va.) 
Thomas F. Eagleton (Mo.) 
Christopher J. Dodd (Conn.) 

Abbreviations: SOOB - Senate Dirksen Office Building 
SROB - Senate Russell Office Building 
SHOB - Senate Hart Office Building 

Zip code for House: 20515 
Area code for House: 202 
Main Capital switchboard number: 224-3121 

Telephone 
224-5141 
224-3154 
224-5623 
224-4041 
224-5744 
224-5251 

224-4642 
224-4543 
224-6472 
224-5721 
224-2823 

You have to take life as it happens, but you should try to 
make it happen the way you want to take it. 

- An Old German Saying 
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Parents, (cont. from p. 11) 

follow are examples of questions which 
encourage older children to engage in 
problem solving. 

1. How could you look at the prob
lem (or solution) from another 
point of view? 

2. VVhat other alternatives, possi
bilities and choices could there 
be? 

3. What are the consequences of 
that idea or behavior now, next 
year, in five (or more) years? 

Parents need to encourage children 
to express both their solution to the 
problem and the logic or thinking they 
used to arrive at their answer. Discuss
ing these processes can provide 
valuable feedback that will expand the 
thinking of both parent and child. 

Two cautions need to be considered 
when using open-ended questions. First 
of all, open-ended questions should not 
be asked as a matter of routine but 
rather in a spirit of genuine interest. 
Secondly, if children are interested in 
the topic for themselves they are more 
likely to be receptive to thinking 
critically and creatively about it. Thus 
the greatest opportunity for success 
presents itself when children are the 
ones who express curiosity or interest 
in a topic and when parents respond 
with genuine interest in what the child 
is thinking. 

Conclusion 

There are rewards for parents who 
conscientiously use the biting tongue 
technique and open-ended questioning. 
Through such efforts parents increase 
the quantity and quality of our 
children's critical and creative think
ing. Simultaneously, these efforts en
courage communication and interac
tion between parent and child. Those 
are worthy goals indeed. 

When it comes to thinking, it seems 
that parents generally get what we ask 
for and what we are willing to wait for. 
If we ask low-level questions and want 
immediate answers, we will most likely 
get low-level responses. If, however, 
we ask questions which require high
level analysis and we provide needed 
wait time, we may be nurturing the 
development of critical and creative 
thinking. 1 "think" it's worth a try! 

(Dr. Kingore and her husband have 
three gifted sons who "always" think 
critically and creatively!) 



GIFTED/TALENTED GOES 
OUT THE DOOR 

by Wayne Craigen, Director of 
Gifted Programs, Victoria Independent School District 

"It made me think more clearly 
about what the environment really is." 
"I really had to learn how to get along 
with other people." "I can't wait to go 
again." These are just a few of com
ments from students who took a field 
trip to the Aransas Wildlife Refuge 
planned for a group of gifted/talented 
fourth and fifth grade students in the 
Victoria Independent School District. 
The Aransas Wildlife Refuge is located 
on the mid-Texas Coast and is interna
tionally known as the winter horne of 
the woaping crane. 

The idea for the field trip began in 
the fall of 1983. Jim Elliott, Director of 
Health and Physical Education for Vic
toria Independent School District and 
an expert in the field of outdoor educa
tion, was looking for a way to expand 
gifted and talented activities with out
door education activities. He explored 
the possibilities of this combination 
with Wayne Craigen, Director of 
Gifted Programs, Victoria Independent 
School District, and Kirk Nesbitt, Cir
riculum Director, Victoria Independent 
School District. He also talked to 
elementary teachers and principals of 
the gifted who he thought might be in
terested in piloting this project. In mid
January 1984 two elementary cam
puses made a commitment to pilot this 
project, agreeing that students in 
grades four and five would have the 
maturity necessary to travel on such a 
trip. It was at this point that the design 
for the program was organized and 
contacts made within the community 
to find those willing to help with this 
project. 

This program was designed to 
become a prominent learning ex
perience for gifted and talented 
students in Outdoor Awareness, to 
provide a learning opportunity not 
normally pursued in traditional educa
tion formats. A field trip was recom
mended to allow participants to ac
quire knowledge through direct en
counters and observation of elements 
of the outdoor environment. The goals 
of the program were: 

• To provide extension of the aca
demic classroom instructional ex
perIence. 

• To provide field experiences of 

scientific investigation and pro
cedures. 

• To provide observation and 
comparison of environmental 
communities (grasslands, sea
shoreline, forest, desert). 

• To provide interaction between 
the participant and environment. 

• To provide a social-cultural ex
perience for students from dif
ferent educational campuses. 

• To provide an opportunity for 
participants to have reason to 
communicate with others their 
age, to share interests, and ideas, 
and to proceed toward a mean
ingful educational experience. 

• To provide environmental, 
aesthetic and cultural ex
periences. 

The expected outcomes of the ex
perience included a great understand
ing of: 

• Field application of classroom 
learned knowledge. 

• Cause and effect relationships 
(e.g. urban spraw!, inundation 
for water conservation/manage
ment). 

• Principles of scientific investiga
tion procedures. 

• Environmental communities and 
their relationships (e.g. plants, 
soil, wildlife, aquatic life.) 

• Leadership qualities (e.g. at
titude, decision-making, open
mindedness, direct encoun
ters/confrontation evaluation, 
planning and procedures, setting 
examples, listening, adaptability, 
commitment, goal-setting, in
dividual initiative, self-reliance, 
personal limitations.) 

• Application of environmental 
conservation and wildlife 
management principles. 

• Personal responsibilities (e.g. 
commitment and dependability.) 

• Communication skills (written, 
oral, scientific.) 

• Appreciation and understanding 
of environmental affairs . 

. _J 
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Jim Elliott oversees students exploring 
Aransas Wildlife Refuge. 

With the goals and outcomes for the 
program having been established, Mr. 
Elliott then had to contact various 
resource people for the project. Areas 
of investigation identified for the trip 
were leadership, science, social studies, 
environmental aesthetics, communica
tions, and adventure. Those who had 
agreed to be activity leaders then chose 
the areas for which they would be re
sponsible. 

A presentation was made to the 
fourth and fifth grade gifted/talented 
students at Rowland Elementary and 
De Leon Elementary discussing the 
various activities that would take place 
on this field trip. It was then important 
to hold a meeting for parents to explain 
the scope of the program as well as the 
rules and regulations for the trip. One 
of the major conditions for students to 
participate was that they must indi
vidually raise money to pay their own 
expenses. It was highly emphasized to 
parents that the reason to have 
students earn their own money was 
that it would help to provide training 
in leadership, in individual initiative, 
and in commitment to a goal. The cost 
of the trip was $20.00. (Insurance cost
ing $1.00, the transportation $3,50, 
supplies $5.30, and the meals $10,20), 

Mr. Elliott then contacted communi
ty experts who could help give back
ground information to the forty-eight 
students who would be participants. 
This information would help prepare 
the student for units of study that were 
to be accomplished before the trip. 
Stan Reinke, Range Specialist, and 
Wes Miller, Soil Scientist with the 
United States Department of Agricul
tural Soil Conservation Service made a 
campus presentation to acquaint stu
dents with plant and soil conditions 
that would be encountered at the 
refuge. Chris Mitchell, Wildlife 
Specialist with the U,S. Fish and Wild
life Service, brought models of birds to 
the classrooms and made students 

See Gifted/Talented, cont. p, 14) 
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Gifted/Talented, 
(cont. from p. 13) 

aware of not only the different species 
but also the differences within the 
species. Hooper Morrow, Interpretive 
specialist for the U.S. Natural Refuge 
Service, made a presentation on the 
service refuges play in helping to 
preserve the wildlife in our country. 

After these presentations, students 
worked on individual projects in the 
various disciplines being studied. They 
were encouraged to bring guest speak
ers into the classroom to help with the 
presentations of the product. Included 
in these presentations were a chemist 
who discussed water quality and a 
member of a local environmental 
group who discussed the safe as well as 
irresponsible ways of disposing of toxic 
waste. At the same time students were 
working on these projects, plans were 
made for the students at the two cam
puses to get acquainted. Approximate
ly two months before the trip, students 
began this interaction by writing letters 
of introduction through short bio
graphies. Two weeks before the trip 
the students from one campus were 
bused to the other campus to discuss 
details of the trip and to work on 
various affective activities that had 
been designed in the Victoria ISO 
gifted/talented scope and sequence. 
Parents were asked not to drop in at 
the refuge during the trip, but were en
couraged to discuss the field trip ex
periences once the children arrived at 
home on Sunday evening. Also the 
parents were not to allow students to 
bring along certain items such as 
radios, candy, gum or snacks. This 
was to be an outdoor, wildlife ex
perience with as few "creature com
forts" as possible. 

During the field trip students were 
divided into four groups of ten and one 
group of eight so that each student 
would get a chance to participate in 
each of the activities. All five activities 
were to take two and one-half hours 
each. Included were two one-hour ses
sions to allow for interaction among 
the various groups. Activities devised 
in the various groups were: 

LEADERSHIP: 
trust, judgment-decision making, 
self-realization, cooperation, and 
survival skills such as self-reliance. 
self-awareness, use of map and 
compass, and signaling (mirror, fire 
building). 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 
interpretation of living history, 
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essential living history, essential 
living skills, shelters, and heritage. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
verbal, written, graphics, and non
verbal (signals - signing). 

ENVIRONMENTAL AESTHETICS: 
color (adaptation, camouflage pig
mentations), pottery (soil, ELS), 
drawing·, weaving, photography 
(films, chemistry), crafts (ELS) and 
Tanning (ELS). 

The evening hertiage activities were 
designed and executed by students 
from the gifted!talented Creative! 
Productive English classes at Victoria 
Stroman High School. These students 
role-played different lifestyles such as a 
pioneer housewife, a school marm, a 
wrangler, a child of a tenant farmer, 
and a medicine man. These high school 
students dressed in appropriate attire 
and interacted with the elementary 
students by discussing these various 
lifestyles. The principals of the two 
participating elementary schools, 
Diane Nugent and Sue Gibbs, helped in 
this role playing by becoming Indian 
women. 

Mr. Elliott has stated that the field 
trip was "an overwhelming success". To 
substantiate this statement one only 
has to listen to comments from 
parents, students, teachers, and activi
ty leaders. Lorene Azbill, teacher of the 
gifted at Rowland Elementary, said, 
"Students were able to make future 
projections on the state of the environ
ment. They saw the importance of be
ing an informed citizen. They 
understood the importance of being in
volved in local as well as national en
vironmental problems. These are the 
students who have a stake in designing 
tomorrow. They need to begin learning 
to make choices now in preparing for 
the future of our environment." 

Eileen Heyer, teacher of the gifted at 
De Leon Elementary, said, "The 
students seemed to become aware of 
their place in helping to decide the 

future of the environment, and they 
are now discussing ways in which they 
can have a hand in making these deici
sions. They feel the community should 
ask them for their input." She also 
commented, "It was also interesting to 
watch the students work together. 
They learned their own strengths and 
weaknesses and how to develop a team 
SpIrIt The students were able to 
broaden the research skills learned and 
to get a hands-on experience with 
things about which they had read." 

The same thought also occurred to 
one of the activity leaders, Sandy 
Chetkovich, who said, "The trip took 
the superfiCial information read by 
students in textbooks and expanded 
their realm of knowledge. It fit the 
nature of gifted children in naturally 
wanting to expand their base of 
knowledge. These are the students who 
will pave the way for environmental 
protection." 

Students stated that the project 
helped to increase their vocabulary. It 
changed their poiftt of view in 
understanding that there isn't just one 
way to design environment protection. 
Several students commented on how 
much they enjoyed meeting and work
ing with students from another cam
pus. They were looking forward to 
another experience like this one. In 
fact, it can be said that out of the forty
eight students participating, forty-eight 
students want to go again. 

One of the most insightful comments 
came from a parent who said that the 
trip was an excellent extension of the 
regular coursework and that, "this 
taught me that my child is a lot more 
independent than I thought he was. I 
know now that I have got to learn to 
let him go and fully explore his areas of 
interest." 

All of those involved with the plann
ing agreed that a trip like this is 
necessary for gifted students because 
gifted students have the ability to "dig 
deeper", and that their interest will not 
stop upon returning home but will lead 
them to further explore these interests. 

Finally, Mr. Elliott said he would 
recommend that, "any teacher of the 
gifted should check into integrating 
outdoor education with gifted educa
tion." If you would like further infor
mation about organizing outdoor 
awareness field trips for gifted students, 
contact Jim Elliott, Director of Health 
and Physical Education, Victoria In
dependent School District, P.O. Box 
1759, Victoria, Texas 77902. 



Texas' Participation in the Talent 
Identification Program 

Carol Rigsby 
Coordinator for School and Parent Relations 

Begun in 1980 by Dr. Robert Sawyer 
of Duke University, the Talent Iden
tification Program (TIP) has during the 
past four years identified and provided 
a variety of educational opportunities 
for more than 1,100 highly gifted 
junior high and middle school students 
from Texas and fifteen other southern 
and lower midwestern states. 

TIP identifies these bright students 
through its annual Talent Search. Early 
in the fall, principals and counselors in 
schools with seventh grades in TIP's 
search area (Arkansas, Alabama, Flori
da, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas) are 
sent information about the search and 
asked to distribute it to all seventh 
graders who have scored at or above 
the 97th precentile on a standardized 
achievement test with national norms. 

These students who decide to partici
pate are provided by TIP with mater
ials for registering to take the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) in 
December or January. Once Admis
sions Testing Program has reported 
their scores, TIP invites high scorers to 
attend state and grand awards cere
monies. Eligible students may also elect 
to participate in TIP's Summer 
Residential Program for Verbally and 
Mathematically Precocious Youths and 
By-Mail Program. 

Participation in TIP's programs by 
students and schools from Texas is 
high. The number of registrants for the 
Talent Search has grown steadily to a 
total of more than 15,000 in the first 
four years. With 6,183 students regis
tering in 1984, Texas became the state 
with the largest number of par
ticipants. Of the 1,744 schools with 
seventh grades in Texas, 559, or 32% 

had students in the search. This figure 
compares very favorably with an over
all participation rate of 23 state scorch 
area. 

Texans have also garnered more 
than their share of awards. At the first 
three state awards ceremonies, over 
700 certificates, 350 books, six com
puters, and five full scholarships to 
TIP's Summer Residential Program 
were presented by the Talent Iden
tification Program to high-scoring Tex
ans. In addition, Abilene Christian 
University, Baylor University, and the 
University of Texas at EI Paso awarded 
18 single-course tuition scholarships to 
top scorers from Texas. This year the 
number of high scorers has grown so 
large that two awards ceremonies will 
be held in Texas. Students from 
southern Texas will be honored on 
June 9th at Southern Methodist Uni
versity. Trinity and SMU will also join 
the list of colleges and universities 
awarding scholarships to Talent Search 
participants from Texas. 

More than 300 Texans have been in
vited to th Grand Awards Ceremony 
held each year at Duke University. In 
1982 a boy from Austin earned the 

See Program, coni. p. 18 

Educators have come to realize that the most neglected student in the classroom is the gifted student! But TEACHERS'NEED 
HELP to meet the challenge of gifted education, in regular as we~l as in "accelerated" programs. 

Ruth Lawrence, a leader in classroom design for gifted students, 
has developed, tested, and now published a new resource to meet this need: 

THE MATH COLLEGE * 
A SELF-DIRECTED EXPLORATION OF MATHEMATICS FOR 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 4-8 
Designed for ease of lise with generations of students, [his unique teacher'S resource provides 

Comprehensi"e review of basic skills, assessment of student needs (ideal for transfers) 
"W11ich·Way Math" exercises appropriate for all students 
Self-paced work for gifted students stressing higher level thinking skills 
Opportunities for students to develope self-responSibility (freeing teacher time) 
Playfulness, challenge and recognition of student achievement through the highly motivating "college" format 

An Introduction clearly explains hm .... to use this versatile tool. adapting it to your particular classroom situation. 
( ! -H pago. n:prodw.:iblt: a:-. needed for students) 

Says D,.. Ann McGee-Coope,; nationally ,.espected authm- and consultant in the field of gifted education, 
"Ruth is one of the most talented and sensitive teachers I have observed in my work throughout the 
country ... Every classroom grades 4-8 should make The Math College a priority resource for its 
gifted students." 

TO ORDER, send a check for S 19.9"'i plus S2J») postage and handling (and 6'.'" Texas sales tax, jf applicable). \vith your name and address. to 

LAWRENCE ENTERPRISES 

9 Lundy's Lane 

Richardson. Texas 7'5080 

* Ruth w\vrcm:c's ENGLISH COLLEGE wi!! be ;!,,;:\i!ahlt: May)! Order no\\" for the guar.mteed pre-publication price of S 1').')'1 (plu:-, po:-;tage and tax as abon:.) 
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T ACT Regional Conference 
TACT members in regions 16 and 17 

pooled their resources this past spring 
to offer the first-ever TACT Regional 
Conference on the campus of West 
Texas State University. Choosing as 
their theme, "TOGETHER - TAGTand 
YOU", the conference was designed 
especially for parents and educators 
who, for the most part, are unable to 
attend the state conference. Over 450 
people attended one or more of the 
three general or 49 small-group ses
sions offered throughout the three-day 
conference. 

Jim Curry, Coordinator of Training 
for CIT with the NationaliState 
Leadership Training Institute, opened 
the conference on Thursday evening, 
March 29, by discussing the myths and 
realities of gifted education and en
couraging his audience to be assertive 
in spreading the word that gifted 
education is worthwhile and necessary, 
Mr. Curry stressed that good programs 
require good planning and should 
focus on the succinct and true needs of 
gifted children. He stated that the goal 
of gifted education is to move children 
with potential toward creative and ex
cellent performance, In addition to his 
opening address, Mr. Curry presented 
two small-group sessions Friday morn
ing on the affective and creative needs 
of gifted children and on differentiating 
curricul urn. 

Dr. Rex Kyker, Campus Minister at 
the University of Texas, Austin, 
presented the luncheon address on 
"The Role of Individualism in Attain
ment." During the luncheon, Jo Ann 
Houston, Immediate Past President, 
brought greetings from TACT, 
welcomed the new members, explained 
the organization's goals, and encourag
ed those in attendance to become ac
tively involved in TAGT. 

Nancy Polette, Professor of Educa
tion and Director of the Lindenwood 
Colleges' Campus Laboratory School in 
St. Charles, MO, served as keynote 
speaker Friday evening in addition to 
presenting two sessions Friday after
noon. During her sessions she stressed 
the importance of exposing gifted 
children to the great minds of the past 
and present through outstanding 
literature. She gave examples of the 
powerful effect of the written world on 
the lives and products of the gifted and 
demonstrated practical activities which 
could be used in the classroom. Using 
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Region 17 conference coordinator, Sue 
Gladden-Webb, finds a minute to visit 
with exhibitor Nancy Palette before 
the conference opened. 

Luncheon speaker Dr. Rex Kyker 
listens as Jo Ann Houston brings 
greetings from TAGT. 

literature, she said, allows teachers to 
provide defensible programs in which 
trust can be established and students can 
overcome the conviction that there is 
only one right answer. In this way, 
higher level thinking skills can be tied 
into the content areas and have greater 
meaning for students. 

Several TACT Executive Board 
members, as well as former members, 
attended the conference and served as 
small group presenters. President Paul 
Slocumb gave a two-part presentation 
Saturday morning on differentiating 
curriculum for gifted. He established a 
rationale for what constitues an ap
propriate differentiated curriculum and 
explained why differentiation is essen
tial to the growth of gifted students. He 
outlined the components of a quality 
gifted program and provided descrip
tions of worthwhile activities. 

Immediate Past President Jo Ann 
Houston spoke to administrators about 
their responsibilities prior to the im
plementation of a gifted program. She 
explained how to develop and present 
a plan of action to the board of educa-

'i .. 
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A busy lady, Mary Anne Speck of 
TTU served on the local arrangements 
committee, as a presenter, and as an 
exhibitor for SHAKE HANDS WITH 
YOUR FUTURE & SUPER SATUR
DAYS. 

Jim Curry, Coordinator of Training for 
GIT, NIS LTI. 

tion, design a program of community 
awareness, provide staff development, 
and conduct effective parent meetings. 

Second Vice-President Evelyn Hiatt 
presented a pre-conference workshop 
on state funding applications and pro
vided time to answer specific questions 
and give advice. During the conference 
she spoke to educators on how to work 
within the quidelines of HB246 in 
developing a gifted program and pro
vided a session for parents on how to 
work with school districts to ensure 
better CIT programs. She outlined ten 
strategies that are effective in 
establishing rapport with school 
systems. 

Mary Tallent, Region 4 Represen
tative, discussed the characteristics of 
schools which produce underachieving 
gifted children and described parent 
behaviors which contribute to the 
problem. She reported on research 
done in this area and outlined the effec
tiveness of different counseling ap
proaches. 

Dr. Bertie Kingore, representing 

See Regional, cont. p. 18 



T AGT Modifies 
Dues Structure 
At the April 7, 1984 meeting of the 

Executive Board, regional represen
tatives voted to modify the member
ship struchon of the association. This 
move was made at the recommenda
tion of an Ad Hoc Membership Com
mittee appointed by President Paul 
Slocumb and chaired by the Second 
Vice President Evelyn Hiatt. Commit
tee members included Mary Beck (Re
gion 18), James Coffey (Region 15), 
Sally Defenbaugh (Region 2) and Suzee 
Oliphint (Region 10). 

The committee agreed that, rather 
then increasing dues in 1984 to $20 per 
individual as voted by the Association 
in its February meeting, efforts should 
be made to increase membership 
among college and university students. 
Besides having the advantage of expos
ing college students to additional infor
mation about gifted/talented educa
tion and increasing our membership 
rolls in a ciritical legislative year r this 
approach would have the added bene-

fit of spreading the burden of addi
tional expenses over a greater number 
of people. That would enable the 
Association to get by with a smaller 
dues increase than originally approv
ed. The representatives on the Ex
ecutive Board agreed with this phi
losophy and voted to investigate ways 
to increase college and university par
ticipation. 

Representatives then accepted the 
following Membership Committee 
recommendations for six membership 
categories. The new fees will go into ef
fect in September 1984, 

Individual 
Family 
Full-time Student 

$ 15 
$ 25 
$ 7 

Patron $100 
Sponsor $250 
Life Membership $400 

(payable over two years 
and limited to 100 people) 

Family memberships will be entitled 
to two votes during TAGT elections. 
Anyone wishing to receive a college 
membership rate must have the signa
tUre of a faculty advisor, as well as the 
name of their college or university to 

'IT'~~£~ 
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be eligible. Patrons and Sponsors will 
have their names published in issues of 
TAGTempo and any person or organ
ization receiving a Sponsor member
ship will be given a $50 rebate on fees 
for exhibition space at the annual con
ference. 

Additional recommendations were 
made and accepted regarding the status 
of affiliate members. In the past, af
filiates have been required to have 
twenty members of their association 
join TAGT. The Executive Committee 
voted to change the number of joint 
memberships to twenty or 10% which
ever is greater. It is assumed that most 
local associations become affiliate 
members of T AGT in order to network 
with other local associations and to 
receive information both on legislative 
activities and statewide efforts in 
gifted/talented education. Regional 
representatives voted to include a col
umn specifically for affiliates in future 
TAGTempos and to publish their 
names and addresses in one of the 
quarterly issues each year. Additional
ly r for every twenty members in af
filiate has in T AGT, they will receive 
one free state conference registration. 

HOTEL/MOTEl. RATES 
FOR CONVENTION 

Group rates for Sheraton Fairwa, 
$40 - single . 

S48 - double 

Rates for La Posada 
$43 - I person. I bed 
$49 - 2 people. I bed 
$56 - 2 people, 2 beds 

Rail's for Holiday Inn Civic Center 
(Holidome) 

$40 - I person. I bed 
$48 - 2 persons. 2 bed.~ or king bed 

Extra persons S6.0n, 10% tax 

Rales for Holiday Inn - Airport 
$34 - I person. I bed 
539 - 2 persons. 2 beds 

Extra persons $6.0(), IOo/c lax 

Rail's for Granada Inn 
$28 - I person. I bed 
532 - 2 persons, 2 beds 

Extra persons S5.00, 100/( tax 

Rates for McAllen Hilton Inn 
$36 - single occupanq per room. 

per night 
$..j..j - double occupanq, per room, 

per night 
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Program, (cont. from p. 15) 

second-highest SAT math score in the 
search and was one of two students 
from Texas among the six participants 
with the highest combined SAT math 
and verbal scores. In 1983 the third
highest SAT verbal score was earned 
by a girl from San Antonio, the 
second-highest SAT math score by a 
boy from Spring, and three Texans 
were among the six participants with 
the highest combined SAT scores. 

The number of students from Texas 
attending TIP's Summer Residential 
program has grown rapidly in the past 
two years. During the program's first 
three-week session in 1981, only nine 
students made the journey from Texas 
to North Carolina. The number 
jumped to 36 in 1982, and last summer 
70 students from Texas were among 
the 584 from 30 states attending one of 
two three-week sessions at Duke 
University. Many of these students so 

Regional, (cont. from p. 16) 

Region 15, spoke on the importance of 
transfer value in critical and creative 
thinking activities. She stressed that 
what happens after the activity is more 
important than the activity itself 
because It is vital for gifted children to 
learn how learning takes place. Dr. 
Kingore offered specific activities for 
the classroom and outlined the types of 
questioning that should follow them. 

Sue Gladden-Webb, conference co
ordinator and former Region 17 Repre
sentative, presented a session on the 
results she has obtained in testing 
preschool age children for problem 
solving style. She has identified 
children as implusive or reflective in 

enjoyed their first courses that they 
have returned in subsequent years. In 
all, 90 Texans have enrolled in 123 
summer courses in mathematics, sci
ence, languages, literature, and the 
social sciences. Scholarships totaling 
nearly $11,000 have been awarded to 
these students. TIP's By-Mail courses 
have also proved popular with stu
dents from Texas. Eighteen students 
have studied Grammar, Literature, 
Precalculus Mathematics, Calculus, 
German, Greek, and Latin. 

During the 1983 Summer Program a 
student and teacher from McAllen, 
Texas, pionee-red a unique staff 
development opportunity offered by 
TIP. Under the sponsorship of the 
Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation of 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Ms. 
Beth Glassman, a mathematics teacher, 
served as a special mathematics aide in 
a class attended by a student from her 
district. At the end of the summer ses
sion, Ms. Glassman returned to Mc-

their problem solving approach and 
related these findings to potential 
giftedness. 

Dr. Connie Steele, also a former 
Region 17 Representative, provided in
sight into the emotional and social 
needs of BIT early adolescents and 
suggested strategies for providing ser
vices. She reported that these children 
have the same emotional and social 
needs as other children but at least half 
of the gifted and talented children hide 
their abilities in order to be accepted. 

Donna Clopton, Region 16 Repre
sentative, and Sue Gladden-Webb, 
Region 17 representative for 1981-83, 
served as conference coordinators. 
Others serving on the steering commit
tee included Dr. Mike Barry and Von-

Allen to continue her teaching with the 
TIP student as her aide one period a 
day. This summer, under the co-spon
sorship of the Texas Education Agency 
and the Mary Reynolds Babcock Foun
dation, 10-12 student-teacher teams 
from Texas are expected to participate 
in the program. 

The concept of student-teacher 
teams illustrates the underlying 
philosophy of the Talent Identification 
Program. According to Dr. Sawyer, 
TIP's educational programs are design
ed neither to replace nor to compete 
with those offered by local schools. 
TIP staff members seek to work closely 
with school officials to develop 
suitable programs for highly gifted 
junior high and high school students in 
their home schools as well as at Duke. 
Texas's record of participation in TIP's 
programs indicates that it has indeed 
been a valuable resource for some of 
the state's most promising young 
students. 

dean McGregor, Canyon ISO; Mary 
Jane Reeves, W.T.S.U.; Mary 
Sheehan, Dumas ISO; Bettie Lunsford, 
Amarillo ISO; Dr. Mike King, Region 
16 ESC; Avis Brock, Bushland ISO; 
Mary Anne Speck and Dr. Connie 
Steele, Texas Tech; Gladys Cunn
ingham, Borger ISO; Walt Johnson and 
Judy SoRelle, Amarillo; Jeanette 
Hunter. Dalhart; Dr. Lawrence Ward, 
Dalhart ISO; Jolene Weiss, Higgins, 
and Sharon Bass, Region 17 represen
tative. Area school districts, univer
sities, and service centers worked 
closely with the committee to provide 
services and materials so that registra
tion costs might be kept minimal. 121 
people joined T AGT during the con
ference. 

--------------------------------------------------------I 
TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

P.O. Box 1991 
Austin, TX 78767-1991 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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(Dr. Mr., Mrs .. Miss, lvIsJ 

ADDRESS ______________________ PHONE(,)I--'-__ ---' ______ _ 

CITy ________________________ STATE ______ ZIP _____ _ 

__ New membership __ Parent __ Administration (ESC Region __ ) 

__ Membership renewal __ Teacher (ESC Region __ ) Other __________ _ 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $ _________________ $15 Individual; $25 Family; $100 Patron; $250 Sponsor 
$400 Lifetime"'; $7.00 Graduate/Undergraduate 

"'Limited to 100 people; payments may be made in 2 installments. 
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For Your TACT Files 

Texas Association for Gifted & Talented, Inc. 
1984 Executive Board 

Paul Slocumb, President 
(713) 534-6958 
Director of Curriculum 
Dickinson lSD 
P.O. Drawer Z 
Dickinson, TX 77539 (Region IV) 

Dee Trevino, President-Elect 
(512) 686-0515 
Gifted/Talented Coordinator 
McAllen lSD 
2000 No. 23rd Street 
McAllen, TX 78501 (Region I) 

Kay Weise, First Vice-President 
(409) 756-7751 
Administrative Assistant 
Conroe ISD 
702 N. Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 

Evelyn Hiatt, Second Vice-President 
(512) 834-4451 
Education Specialist II 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

Regional Representatives: 

Kathy Aldridge, Secretary 
(915) 698-2141 
Teacher 
Abilene ISD 
3282 S. 13th Street 
Abilene, TX 79605 (Region XIV) 

Jo Ann Houston, Immediate Past President 
(817) 488-9588 
Assistant Superintendent 
Grapevine-Colleyville ISD 
3951 W. Highway 26 
Grapevine, TX 76051 (Region XI) 

Dr. Don Williams, Executive Vice-President 
(817) 831-0951 
Director I Support Services 
Birdville ISD 
6125 E. Belknap 
Ft. Worth, TX 76117 (Region XI) 

Ann Shaw, Ex-Officio Board Member 
(512) 834-4451 
Program Director for Gifted Education 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

I Dianna Garcia, Laredo State University, 206 S. Dakota, Laredo, TX 78040 (512) 722-8001, ext. 334 
II Sally Defenbaugh, Consultant, ESC Region II, 209 N. Water, Corpus Christi, TX 78401 (512) 883-9288 
III Wayne Craigen, Coordinator of Gifted/Talented, Victoria lSD, P.O. Box 1759, Victoria, TX 77902 (512) 576-3131 
IV Mary Tallent, Graduate Assistant, Texas A&M University, 3337 Lodgepole, College Station, TX 77840 (409) 845-1802 
V Jim Lang, Director of Curriculum, Silsbee lSD, 415 West Avenue N., Silsbee, TX 77657-4799 (409) 385-5288 
VI Nancy Roberts, Lecturer, Dept. of Educational Psychology, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843 

(409) 845-1802 
VII Reba Schumacher, Consultant for G/T, Box 1622, Longview, TX 75662 (214) 984-3071 
VIll Patti Pierson, Teacher, Aikin Elementary School. 3100 Pine Mill Road, Paris, TX 75460 (214) 785-6451 
IX Nina McNeill, Gifted Coordinator, Wichita Falls lSD, 1104 Broad St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301 (817) 723-4177 
X Suzee Oliphant, Coordinator of Curriculum, Dallas lSD, 3700 Ross Ave., Dallas, TX 75204 (214) 426-3234, ext. 204 
XI Dr. Jeanne Hranitzky, Professor, Texas Womens University, 3211 Wintergree Terrace, Grapevine, TX 76051 

(817) 382-5536 
XII Jean Kemp, Coordinator of Gifted Education, Belton lSD, 2010 N. Beal. Belton, TX 76513 (817) 939-3535 
XIII Doris Pyle, Coordinator of Gifted Programs, 1311 Round Rock Avenue, Round Rock, TX 78664 (512) 255-4431 
XIV Dr. Bertie Kingore, Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth, Hardin-Simmons University, Drawer E, 

Abilene, TX 79698 (915) 677-7281, ext. 355 
XV James Coffey, Consultant, ESC Region XV, Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 (915) 658-6571 
XVI Donna Clopton, College of Education, West Texas State University, Canyon, TX 76106 (806) 656-3607 
XVII Sharon Bass, 2517-55th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 (806) 799-1012 
XVIII Mrs. Barry N. (Mary) Beck, Parent, 4309 Arroyo Drive, Midland, TX 79707 (915) 697-3373 
XIX Jeanette Covington, P.O. Box 275, Clint, TX 79836 (915) 851-2714 
XX Pat Long, parent, 11105 Vance Jackson Road, San Antonio, TX 78230 (512) 696-1852 

Committee Chairpersons: 

Dr. Helen Taulbee, Shcolarship 
(512) 573-0731 

Donna Clopton, Research 
(806) 656-3607 

Mr. & Mrs. John Lamond III, Legislation 
(817) 336-2777 
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Consultant, ESC Region III 
1905 Leary Lane 
Victoria, TX 77901 

College of Education 
West Texas State University 
Box 246 
Canyon, TX 79106 
Parents 
P.O. Box 7630 
Ft. Worth, TX 76111 



T ACT Scholarship Winners 
Below are pictured several of the students and educators who received scholarship from TACT to attend seminars or in

stitutes this summer (see complete list in Movement and Momentum, p. 1) 

Michae; .'-ferron 
Winnsboro 

Mark Koch 
Borger 

, 
; 

Betty Rountree 
Mt. Pleasant 

Ann Lupkowski 
Texas A&M 

Joseph Khamo 
Gregory 

\ 
I 
Spencer Carr 

Abill311e 

Hilton Turnbull 
Rockport 

Mary Ann K11igl1t 
Dallas 

Monica /ohl150n 
Dallas 

Kay Weise, Editor 
TAGT Tempo 
Conroe Independent School District 
702 N, Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 

T AGT T cHl/m is published hy the Texas 
Association for the Gifted and Taknted, 
702 N, Thompson, Conroe, TX 77301. 

TAGT is a non~pront organi:ation of 
parents and professionals promoting 
:lppropri::ne educ:lrion (or gifted & talent~ 

cd in the State of Texas. 
TAGT Tl'lll/m is published lju:lrterly and 

is :lvailabk through membership or upon 
request. Address all correspondence re
g<lrding TAGT Tl'llI/)1) to tl1l' above 
address. 

TAGT annual membership is $10.00. 
Send mcmhership fees to: TAGT, P.O. Roc>: 
14768, Ft. Worth, Texas 76117. 
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Linda Trotter 
Winnsboro 

Amy Archie 
Lampasas 

Jo Ami Myrick 
Alice 

Slwne Sullivan 
Abilene 

Emily Carr 
Abilene 

Slade Sullivan 
Abilene 

Christi Jones 
Abilene 

Jane Bradshaw 
Rockport 

No"·l'r,,li! 
l )q"\I\':al,,,n 
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