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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Evelyn Levsky Hiatt 

Nineteen eighty-five was a very good year 
for the Texas Association for the Gifted and 
Talented. We completed a successful con
ference in San Antonio-a conference that drew 
over 1,200 participants. We had an increase on 
our membership roles that was unparalleled in 
our history. We had, under the guidance of our 
executive director, Laura Allard, gifted edu
cation recogni2:ed as an educational need by our 
state's legislators. 

We can be very proud of the progress we 
have made. At the same time, we must guard 
against complacency. The successes that we 
have had recently may dim the pressing needs 
that still exist. We may forget all that there is 
left to do in Texas before the needs of gifted 
youth-all gifted youth-are met. 

Because there is so much left to be done, 
two committees have already started to plan for 
our future. The Long-Range Planning Com
mittee, chaired by Jim Coffe¥ from San Angelo 
will be considering the direction that TAGT will 
be making over the next few years. This 
committee will be reviewing our goals and 
objectives and revising them as necessary. 
They will be considering many different areas, 
including member services and professional 
development opportunities. 

Another committee that is already starting its 
work is the Legislative Committee. We were 
very fortunate last year to have JoAnn Houston 
and Jan Jacob working with Ms. Allard in 
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tracking our legislative efforts. This year, under 
the chairmanship of Reba Schumacher from 
Kilgore, the Legislative Committee is drafting a 
legislative proposal to be reviewed by T AGT 
membership. Additionally, the Com-mittee will 
establish an advocacy plan for the Association 
that will, hopefully, give us a heads tart on 
future legislative endeavors. This committee 
will further develop Jan Jacob's work in 
networking with our own membership and with 
the leadership of other associations so that we 
can increase our efficiency during the new 
legislative session. 

These are only two of the committees that 
are working to improve services for the 
members of T AGT. Many of you already know 
about the opportunities available through our 
Scholarship Committee. Students, teachers and 
parents are eligible to receive scholarship 
assistance up to $300 to pursue their education. 
Nonstudent applicants must be members of 
TAGT and all applicants must return their com
pleted forms to their regional representative by 
March 10. Yourregional representative can fro
vide further information to you (see page 16 . 

Our Association will make use of the 
committees to offer new ways to better serve 
gifted youth in the future. Our regional repre
sentatiaves have been working to do this since 
the inception of T AGT. Our strength and vitality 
as an Association have been dependent on their 
efforts and they deserve our thanks for their 
dedicated work. The names, addresses and 
telephone numbers of all the regional rep
resentatives are included in this tempo. If you 
have the chance, please call or write them to let 
them know how much you appreciate their 
efforts. 

In TAGT, we have been most fortunate to 
have a membership that works together to 
assure the success of our association and its 
goals. Although you might not be a member of 
one of the committees hi~hlighted in this article, 
you might have suggestions that could benefit, 
not just this year's membership, but the 
membership of years to come. Please come 
forward With your comments and concerns. 
Your calls and letters made a big differece in 
obtaining statewide legislation for gifted stu
dents in Texas. Please don't think that your 
work has gone unnoticed. We appreciate all that 
you have done to help uS reach this point. 
Unfortunately, we cannot rest on our laurels. 
Our growth and development as an association 
depend on the active support of our mem
bership. This year will present new challenges. 
I look forward to meeting those challenges with 
you. 0 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Laura Allard 

The year 1985 was an eventful period for 
TAGT as President Evelyn Hiatt has outlined 
significant happenings in her "From The 
President" report included in this issue. As we 
move forward to additional change in 1986, the 
need for continued cooperative effort among 
members, executive board and executive direc
tor is basic to future T AGT achievements. 

Communication concerning the work of the 
Association is of great importance. The initial 
reports of two committee chairpersons, Reba 
Schumacher (Legislation) and James Coffey 
(Long Range Planning), are found in this issue. 
We urge you to read them carefully and share 
your reactions, insight, questions with your 
regional representatives, officers and executive 
director. Your input is elicited and is essential. 
.Yllll are TAGT. Your membership permits the 
Association to function each day. 

As executive director, I hope to serve you 
and the Association in a visible, supportive and 
cooperative manner. If I can provide any 
service or information, please call me: Area 
Code 512/343-1886, or write to me: TAGT, 
P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, Texas 78766. 
~: This is a ~address for TAGT.) 0 
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EIGHTH ANNUAL TAGT CONFER
ENCE PROVIDES TRAINING FOR 
1200 

The eighth annual conference of the Texas 
Association for the Gifted/Talented was held at 
the San Antonio Convention Center on 
November 21-23, 1985. Twelve hundred 
educators and parents attended the three-day 
conference and took advantage of the 
opportunity to participate in over fifty small 
group sessIOns. 

The conference started on Thursday, 
November 21, with three-hour workshop 
sessions designed to provide. in-depth 
information on a variety of topics. Identificatton 
procedures, curriculum development, secondary 
school programming and counselling techniques 
were but a few of the topics presented. While 
most of the presenters were Texas educators, 
national consultants such as Sandra Kaplan, Pat 
Leadbetter and Mary Cole offered their expertise 
to the Thursday program. 

Sandra Kaplan was the keynote speaker at 
the Friday ~eneral session. Ms. Kaplan, who is 
associate director of the National/State Lead
ership Training Institute for the Gifted/Talented, 
has been a consultant in many local school 
districts, helping educators develop curriculum 
for gifted students. Her general session topic 
was a little different from her usual topics and 
dealt with "Becoming a Professional 
Professional." Her presentation, which was 
both motivational and informative, was a good 
start to an exciting day. 

The general session ended with a 
presentation of TAGT 1985-86 officers and 
Executive Board. The newly elected officers 
were President-elect Bertie Kingore, First Vice 
President Pat Long, Second Vice President 
Donna Clopton, and Secretary Adelle 
McClendon. Evelyn Hiatt, who was president
elect in 1984-85, becomes president of TAGT 
for 1985-86. After the general session, over 
fifty small group sessions were offered to 
conference participants. 

A conference is, however, more than 
interesting and informative sessions. A 
conference is also a chance for educators from 
various districts to relax with one another and 
enjoy each other's company. On Friday 
evening, a reception in honor of President Dee 
Trevino was held at the Menger hotel for all 
conference participants. TAGT was pleased to 
entertain both General William McBride, State 
Board of Education member from San Antonio, 
and Dr. William N. Kirby, Commissioner of 
Education at the reception. The reception also 
gave Dee Trevino the opportunity to announce 

3 



the beginning of the Dennis Shaw Scholarship 
Fund, which honors the late husband of Ann 
Shaw, division director of gifted education at 
the Texas Education Agency. 

Saturday, November 23, was devoted to 
small group sessions, many of which were 
directed to the concerns of parents of gifted 
youth. Additionally, Ralph Kanter presented a 
general session on developing resiliency in our 
children. Mr. Kanter's inspiring message was 
an appropriate end to a conference that offered 
variety and motivation to its participants. 

If you were not able to attend this year's 
conference, do not despair. Next year's 
conference, which will be held in Houston on 
November 20-22, 1986 promises to be even 
more exciting than this year's. We look 
forward to seeing you there. Should you be 
interested in presenting in Houston, please 
complete the form on pages 5-6 and return it to 
Dr. Bertie Kingore, Hardin-Simmons Univer
sity, Drawer E, Abilene, TX 79698 by March 
15,1986. 0 

TAGT CONFERENCE POSTSCRIPT 
Margie Irwin 

The 8th Annual TAGT Conference, held 
here in beautiful San Antonio, was Great! This 
success came about because many people were 
willing to volunteer their time and talents. Last 
Spring, when Evie Hiatt commissioned Pat 
Long and myself as the local arrangements co
chairpersons, we knew we were in for fun and 
challenge. 

So-o-o while Pat was making arrange
ments with hotels for receptions-(wasn't the 
presidential reception terrific)-with printers, 
artists, photographers, etc., I was contacting 
volunteers to help with registration, more A V 
equipment, stuff envelopes, etc. 

It was gratifying to have generous people 
here in our community respond in such a 
positive way when we sent out the call for help. 
And to each of you we say a big ole THANK 
YOU. Special recognition and thanks go to the 
Northside Independent School District, San 
Antonio, which provided the audio-visual 
equipment along with an overtime crew to haul 
it down for us and released time for teachers to 
stuff envelopes and work the convention. 
1) The Henry Ford Assembly Line volunteers 

will never again take registration en
velopes for granted. 

2) The volunteers who listened to complaints 
have a greater awareness of priorities than 
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individuals have when attending con
ferences. 

3) Willa Arnold, Sandy Sands and all the A V 
movers are recovering well and most of 
their fingernails have grown back. 

All in all it was a learning experience and we are 
eager to share our new knowledge with future 
local arrangements committees! 0 

1985 TAGT San Antollio COII
ference Pictures 

President's Reception: (uft 10 Righi) Po.1 
Slocumb. Director (If Cu.rriculum, DickInson 1SD; Ann 
Shaw, Ditu:IO,.. Orr Office :tEA; Det Trevino, 
Prltsidenl.t. TAOT),' Evelyn HIatt, First VI" Pt~sld8h/J 
TAGT; Ur. William Kirhy, Commission" of 
Education, TEA; Dr. William Br(1.dtq, Mtmb~r State 
of Educlition~ District Vi Laura Allard, ExeeutilNt 
Director; TAuT 

President's Reception: General William Bradley, 
State Board of Education Member; Ginger Haril 
Ptincipal, Corpus Christi I.S.D.; Laura Allard, ' 
Ex~c"tlj}1l DirectQr TAGT 
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Houston 
CALL FOR PROGRAM PROPOSALS 

NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED/T ALENTED 
November 20 . 22, 1986 

Proposals must be postmarked 
by MARCH 15, 1986. 
All contributors will be 
notified by May 15, 1986. 

l. PERSON SUBMITTING PROPOSAL 

Mail To: 
Dr. Bertie Kingare 

TACT Program Committee 
Hardin-Sitnmons University 
Drawer E 
Abilene, TX 79698 

(LR~t Name) (I"lr~t Name) (Initial) 

Institutional AffiliatioTI ______________ ----"PoSitiot'l ______________ _ 

Personal Mailing Address 
(Street) (City) (State) (Post ... l Code) 

Telephones Office __________ Home 
(Area Code) (Arca Code) 

Arc you ~:urrently a member of T AOTr 
yes ____ _ No ____ _ 

Presentation Associates Please attach a Hs[ of names, complete addresses (including postal codes) and telephone 

numbers of your program associates. 

Name Address/Phone 

Recommended Chairperson (Name, address & phone of person who will introduce you and facilitate session.) 

II. TYPE OF MEETING 

_____ 3,hour workshop _____ 11/4 hour session 

lli. TITLE OF MEETING (As you wish it to appear in the program.) 

Program Description (Two sentences you wish to appear in the program.) _______________ _ 

IV. GRADE LEVEL THE TOPIC WIllL COVER (Plea5e be specific.) 
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V. INTENDED AUDIENCE 

G/T Teachers 

Classroom Teachers 

Counselors 

Administrators/Supervisors 

Teacher Educators 

Parents 

O~hers 

VI. AUDIOVISUAL EQUIPMENT REQUESTED 

__ Overhead Projector IScreen 

__ Other ______ ~-----~------------------
(Video moni~ars, vlde('J tare player.~ al,d CC)I'I\J'll,Jtr:r~ !;;'In not he provided) 

VII. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION (To be used by chairperson for introductiOn_) 

6 

Please include bigraphical information for each staff member on an attached sheet. Return the information with this 
proposal. 

PROPOSED ABSTRACT 
Please provide a description of the proposed program. This descripdon should nOt exceed 200 words 

and should be organized around the following headings: 

I. OBJECTIVES 

II. CONTENT 

Ill. METHODS OF PRESENTING 
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MODEL DEPENDENCY 
Sandra N. Kaplan 
Assistant Director 
National/State Leadership Training Institute on 
the Gifted and Talented (NISLTI-GfIT) 

Many associate gifted education with an 
overzealous reliance on models. There are 
identification models, curricular models, and 
program models. The proliferation of such 
models has resulted from a need to formalize 
understandings and procedures in order to 
define andlor refine gifted education. Models 
have become the basis for mapping and 
operationalizing ideas. They have given 
directionality to gifted education and have been 
used to advocate for the needs of the gifted. 
While all of these are legitimate uses of models, 
there is also a concern for dependency on 
models in the education of the gifted. 

The use of models for decision-making is 
rec0f:nized. Yet, too often, the models are 
makmg decisions about children that educators 
should be making. In some ways, the use of 
models as decision makers rather than tools of 
decision-making can exonerate the educator 
from acquiring the knowledge and skills 
necessary to become proficient. The rationale or 
excuse for acquiescesing to the model is usually 
couched in the belief that models dictate and 
regulate the behaviors of educators or students. 
In reality, models propose what is ideal and 
suggest means by which the ideal can be 
obtained. They can be prescriptive by offering a 
step-by-step approach to attain some desired 
end; however, prescriptive and dogmatic are not 
synonymous terms. Models that demand 
obedience are sometimes more destructive than 
instructive for either the educator or the leamer. 

Another concern regarding model 
dependency is noted when the selection of the 
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model is based more upon its popularity than on 
its usability as defined by the evaluative merit of 
the model to accomplish selected goals or 
objectives. Because a model is "in vogue" does 
not mean that it will satisfy the needs for which 
it is being used. The choice of a model demands 
that the consumer have some predisposed frame 
of reference and accurate criteria to apply to the 
selection process. Experience indicates that 
educators are more susceptible to the popular 
model when they are not clear or certam as to 
what they really need. The popularity of a 
model is not commensurate always with its 
appropriateness or responsiveness to the 
situation in or conditions under which it will be 
applied. 

At this juncture in the development of gifted 
education, caution in the selection and utilization 
of models is suggested. Following are some 
items for educators to consider when they select 
and use models: 
1. MATCH. A model should be the best fit 

between the desired outcome and the means 
by which this outcome can be attained. 
Thus, there should be a direct relationship 
between what the model purports to 
accomplish and what the educator or student 
needs to accomplish. 

2. TECHNOLOGY. The elements of the 
model should be comprehended fully. The 
parts that create the whole should be 
analyzed and understood as they each 
contribute to the total concept of the model. 
The language and skills of the model should 
be understood as they reinforce each other. 
Speaking the language of the model is not 
the same as knowing the technology of the 
model. Included in this phase is knowledge 
of the credibility of the model or com
prehension of the why, not just the how of 
the model. Checks should be made to 
ascertain if the model is founded on 
experience, assumption, andlor empirical 
data. To know a model is to understand the 
basis of its development and to be 
conversant about the rationale that governs 
it 

3. APPLICATION. There should be ample 
time devoted to the use of the model. Time 
to try, test, assess and try again is man
datory if one is to become competent in the 
use of the model. Too often we expose 
people to the model and allow the model to 
serve as an inservice device as it is being 
used. Training should preface the use of a 
model. The use of a model should be 
fiscally and personally cost effective. 
Models should not rely on the passivity of 
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educators and thus, assume the teacher role. 
Models should encourage interaction and 
interdependency so that the model cannot 
function without the intervention of a 
knowledgeable and capable user. 

4. ELASTICITY. The user of the model 
should be encouraged to make appropriate 
adjustments with the modeL Some freedom 
to tailor the model to meet individualized 
needs should be assumed by the user. 

5. TRANSFER. The use of the model should 
be affective to more than the education of 
the gifted. The user has the responsibility to 
generalize the model to other facets of 
education. 
Basically, the five steps proposed to select 

and use models can be formed into a "Model for 
Using Models." And, here is yet another model 
to be added to the collection used by gifted 
educators. 0 

1985 TAGT San Antonio Con
ference Pictures 

p,.esidetuts Reception: PrlSld~nt) Del Trevino, 
McAlle" I.S.D.; First Vics p,.esident~ Ev4!/ylf. Hiatt, 
TEA Education Plan",1' 
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General Session: Micky MayuJ GIT CoordintttlJr, 
ESC, Regi()11 X, Dallas; Paul Slocumb, Director Qf 
Curriculum, Dickinson I.S,D.; Sandra KaplalJ 
Keynote Addres6; JQYC{! Dauber, Librarialf., Houston 
I.S.D.,· YVQIUU~ Turong, Reading Instructor, Houston, 
IS.f.>. 

Ralph Kanter, Comullanl 

Present.,.: Patricia Leadbetter, Consultanl, 
Engine-Uity 
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TAGT SCHOLARSHIP PROCEDURES 
Kathy Aldridge\ 
Sylvia Hatton 

Each year the Texas Association for the 
Gifted and Talented awards scholarships to 
eligible students, parents, and educators. Since 
1982 TAGT scholarship grants totaling $10,940 
have been awarded to 47 recipients for 
participation in educational experiences in 
special programs. 

Applicants interested in requesting schol
arships for 1986 are encouraged to obtain an 
application form from a T AGT Regional 
Representative or the TAGT Scholarship Com
mittee Chairpersons. (A complete list of 
regional representatives and committee chair
persons appears on the last page of this 
publication. ) 

Student a:pplicants may receive up to $300 
to attend speCIal summer programs/institutes for 
the gifted. Applications must be accompanied 
by (1) a 50 word or less statement written by 
the applicant explaining why he/she wishes to 
attend a summer session and indicating why 
financial assistance is needed and (2) a written 
recommendation from a TAGT member in good 
standing. 

ParenUeducator applicants are eligible to 
receive up to $300 to attend professional 
development activities including college 
courses, seminars, institutes, or conduct a 
research project in the field of gifted/talented 
education. Applications must be accompanied 
by (l) a personal statement reflecting the 
applicant's philosophy of the importance of 
educational programs which meet the needs of 
gifted students. Comments should include the 
goal of the applicant as a participant in the 
course/session/research project listed and ap
plicant's long-range goal in the field of 
gifted/talented education and (2) a minimum of 
two letters of recommendation. 

Completed applications must be returned to 
TAGT Regional Representatives or TAGT 
Scholarship Committee Chairpersons by March 
10. Applications received after this date will not 
be eligible for consideration. Applicants should 
follow scholarship rrocedure guidelines 
carefully and include al requested information 
and data. All applicants will be notified 
concerning receipt or nonreceipt of a grant by 
April 15. Previous recipients of TAGT schol
arships will not be awarded more than one 
scholarship within a three-year period. 0 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Reba Schumacher 

While the passage of House Bill 
1393-Senate Bill 924 was a positive force in 
recognizing gifted/talented as a special 
population, the work of T AGT as an advocacy 
group for gifted children continues. It is 
important that our association keep in mind that 
there is not yet enough money appropriated to 
adequately fund gifted programs in our state. 

We must continue to serve our gifted 
children by actively working with our 
legislators and by heightening public awareness 
concerning the needs of gifted children. 
Funding for all educational programs will once 
again be considered in the 1987 legislative year. 
It is imperative that our association develop the 
groundwork for positive legislative action. 
President Evie Hiatt has appointed a legislative 
committee which has been given the 
responsibility of representing the T AGT 
members by considering legislative matters. 

The TAGT Legislative Committee newly 
appointed to serve for the 1985-86 school year 
is chaired by Reba Schumacher, Consultant for 
GiftedlTalented, Region VII Education Service 
Center. Committee members include: Celeste 
Bames, Houston l.S.D.; Sharon Bass, Parent, 
Lubbock; Ellen Gonzales, Consultant, Region I 
Education Service Center; Jeanne Hranitzsky, 
Professor, Texas Women's University; and ex
officio members Dr. Bertie Kingore, President
Elect of TAGT and Laura Allard, Executive 
Director. 

The new committee will meet for the first 
time on January 23, 1986. The first order of 
business will be to develop a legislative 
advocacy plan that will be submitted for T AGT 
board approval. Additionally, the Legislative 
Committee will draft proposed legislative policy 
for Board approval. 

If you have suggestions or ideas for the 
Legislative Committee to pursue, please contact 
Reba Schumacher, Region VII Education 
Service Center, P.O. Box 1622, Kilgore, TX 
75662. 0 
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TAGT TO PUBLISH REFERENCE 
DOCUMENT 
James Coffey 

Over the past several years, many districts 
in Texas have produced materials that would be 
helpful to others. The problem has always been 
finding those documents that would be of most 
value. Some district educators are looking for 
curriculum documents. Others are searchin& for 
parent handbooks or identification matenals. 
We know the information is out there, but we 
don't know where. 

TAGT is hoping to alleviate this problem. 
Durin~ its recent meeting, the Long Range 
Plannmg Committee decided that the Asso
ciation should produce documents that assist its 

TAGT RESOURCE DOCUMENT 
FORM 

Please provide the following infonnation: 

NAME OF DISTRICT; 

DISTRICT ADDRESS; 

CONTACT PERSON; 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

NAME OF PROGRAM: 

GRADE LEVELS SERVED; 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION (Provide a brief 
description of the program, inclUding areas of 
giftedness served, identification procedures 
followed, teaching strategies used, and 
evaluation techniques used. The description 
included as the program overview in the state 
application for developmental and operational 
funding may be attached to serve as this 
section.): 
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members in a variety of areas. The first 
publication will be a resource document of the 
types of programs there are in Texas for gifted 
students, what documents have been produced 
for these programs and how other districts may 
obtain these materials. To do this, however, we 
will need your help. 

The form printed below is designed to 
obtain information on district programs for 
gifted students. When you have completed the 
fonn, following the instructions given for each 
item, return it to Laura Allard, Executive 
Director, Texas Association for the Gifted and 
Talented, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 
78766. We thank you for your assistance. By 
helping us develop this document, you will be 
helping other districts in their efforts to better 
serve gifted students. 

IDENTIFICATION CRITERIA (Include the 
specific names of tests that are used. If criteria 
change at different grade levels, please include 
this infonnation.): 
Elementary (Grades: _____ ) 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
Secondary (Grades: _____ ) 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
The following materials have been developed 
for the program and may be disseminated at the 
prices indicated: 
_ Scope and sequence. $ __ 
_ Study units (provide document 

title, subject area and appropri-
grade level) 

_ Teacher trammg materials 

Parent handbook 
Other materials 
(give title and description) 

$ 
$
$-
$
$-$== 
$ 
$-
$-$== 

o 
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G/T CLASSROOMS 

Thingamobobs and Watchamajiggers: 
Inventing 
Betty Bruton 

"What is a thingamobob or a 
watchamajigger?" was the initial brainteaser for 
P.R.O.M.I.S.E. students in the Sunset Hills 
Elementary Cluster School in Northside 
Independent School District. Gifted students 
from grades 3, 4, and 5 come from seven 
elementary schools to attend this cluster on a 
scheduled basis for the entire school day. These 
students, taught by Betty Bruton, Marcia Hare, 
and Marie Zavisch, were be$innin¥ the new 
school year in a new settmg With a new 
organizational plan called clustering. What 
better way to start the year than with the idea of 
"new" inventions? 

Using a multi-disciplined curriculum, the 
invention unit exposed students to various areas 
and activities that included research skills, wise 
time management and planned super shape 
books on many inventors. Books created on 
Alexander Graham Bell were in the shape of a 
telephone; those on Thomas Edison were like a 
light bulb; and those on the Wright Brothers 
were in the shape of an airplane. The second 
facet of the umt concerned inventive process 
skills. After exposure to the inventive process, 
children spent many hours using everyday items 
to design original inventions. Some students 
chose to do a Rube Goldbert activio/ using steps 
that were dependent on the prevlOus step to 
achieve an objective. These Rube Goldberg 
designs were made into transparencies and 
submitted to a national contest. The final facet 
of the unit required use of creative problem 
skills to determine the difficulties that an 
inventor might face-finding problems in 
marketing, and/or facing the expenses of 
production. 
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AN INVITATION 
TO 

INVENTION DAY 

;5.~ 

'''' ' 
P .R.O.M.IS.E. 

The culminating activity was "Invention 
Day," where all P.R.O.MJ.S.E. students were 
given the opportunity to present their products. 
In the morning, each child was video-taped 
while giving his/her presentation to their 
P.R.O.M.I.S.E. peers. After lunch, the 
cafeteria tables were filled with posters, 
inventions, original shape books, overhead 
projectors showing Rube Goldberg desi$ns, 
and a television set replaying the presentations 
to the delight of all the invited guests-parents, 
grandparents, teachers, administrators, and 
other students. Invention Day was a great 
success. After all, who ever heard of a 
"Thingamabob or Watchamajigger" that they 
didn't like? 0 

~~~l~~ 
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PARENT~ if'l~ TEACHE .', 
'",AND FRlEN ' 
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HAPPENINGS AROUND THE STATE 

REGION III 
Jan Jacob 

Approximately 200 parents, teachers, and 
interested community people crowded into the 
Columbus ISD cafeteria for the first parent's 
meeting on December 5, 1985. This is a health~ 
number of people to attract to any parent s 
meeting, but what makes it especially 
noteworthy is that Columbus ISD is a relatively 
small district of about 1400 students. Gifted 
students in grades 4-7 opened the meeting by 
presenting their parents with a "survival kit" 
consisting of various symbolic objects such as a 
rubber band representing the flexibility they 
need from parents, a crumpled piece of paper 
representing the fact that gifted students are stilI 
just kids and will make mistakes, and a "Do Not 
Disturb" sign that goes both ways in the 
household. 

With student products displayed all around 
the cafeteria, Barbara Shafer, Curriculum 
Director, opened the meetin~ by giving the 
audience an overview of the dIStrict's goals and 
general intellectual ability program. In addition 
they were given brief course overviews by the 
teachers in the program and a description of 
funding and long range planning by the Region 
III ESC Consultant for the Gifted, Ms. Doris 
Teague. 0 

REGION VII 
Kathy Harry 

In an effort to serve the needs of small rural 
districts, Region VII ESC directs a GfT 
cooperative project entitled CODE-lO. Ten 
school districts from the East Texas area are 
active in the project which currently serves 292 
students in grades 3-7. Diane Gaige, Project 
Director, and Reba Schumacher, Consultant for 
Gifted Education, are the Region VII staff 
members responsible for the program 
administration and management. Cluster 
grouJ?ing in the regular classroom emphasizes 
creatlYe thinking, research, independent study 
and written communication through the use of 
established resource centers and teaching 
centers in each project classroom. One of the 
outstanding features of the project is the 
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demonstration teaching and direct consultation 
to district personnel provided on a monthly 
basis by the project director. The fifty class
room teachers involved in the project take an 
active part in the on-going gifted and talented 
inservice provided by the Region VII staff. 
School districts participating include Browns
boro, Center, Chapel Hill, Jacksonville, Kar
nack, Lindale, New Diana, Troup, Westwood 
and Whitehouse. 

The San Antonio Bus 
The growth and development of gifted 

programs in the East Texas area is a result of 
much hard work and a commitment to providing 
for the unique educational needs of gifted 
youngsters. Attendance at the annual TAGT 
conference continues to insure the growth and 
improvement of our local programs. With this 
in mind, the Region VII educators chartered a 
bus to San Antonio for the fall conference. The 
forty teachers on board enjoyed the 
camaraderie, snacks, and special events so 
much that the group has pledged to make "The 
Buss" an annual event. 0 

REGION XIII 
Marcy Voss 

Victoria Post reports that the elementary 
TAG classes at Round Rock I.S.D. have been 
working hard. TAG Math classes at Purple 
Sage have been solving logical thinking 
problems, mana(!;ing ticket sales for the school's 
Halloween carmval, and constructing two and 
three-dimensional objects. TAG Language Arts 
students at Laurel Mountain have been involved 
in activities requiring various modes of writing 
and have written to pen pals across the country. 
At Pond Sprin~s, Language Arts students have 
begun the j umor Great Books series and are 
studying the Middle Ages. Fourth grade 
Language Arts students at Robertson have 
presented book talks over the intercom, read to 
first graders, and greeted cars in the morning 
dressed as books. TAG Math students at Deep 
Wood have been working with OrigamI, 
tangrams, and spatial problem solving using 
paper folding and cutting. Berkman TAG 
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students have contributed articles to their 
school's newspaper, written poems and stories, 
and conducted interviews and surveys. 

Irene Helton reports that the Alpha H 
Program of Hays I.S.D. entered its seventh 
year with a staff Increase of 24 members and the 
district committed to providing a program of 
equal quality to three new schools. Teachers, 
counselors, administrators, and parents are 
participating in sessions conducted by trained, 
experienced Hays G/T personnel and Paul 
Slocumb. T.A.G.T., CAS.T, and CAM.T. 
conferences have also been attended. 

Students at the elementary level have been 
involved in studying endangered species and 
presenting their findings to parents through 
ori~inal songs, poems, and posters; writing a 
scnpt on the Texas Revolution; and constructing 
models of the Alamo and San Jacinto 
Monument. 

Middle School students are holding an 
invention conference, publishing an anthology 
of original poems, producing their own science 
magazine, and participating in the Olympics of 
the Mind and FPS. 

High school students are participating in the 
Academic Decathlon, working on problem 
solving in math and the social arena, attending 
and evaluating public meetings, and visiting the 
Renaissance Festival. D 

REGION XVI 
Mary Jane Reeves 

TAGT members in Regions 16 and 17 are 
once again planning a regional conference that 
will be held on the campus of West Texas State 
University, Apri13-5, 1986. "A Commitment to 
Excellence" has been selected as the theme, and 
the focus will be on combined commitments 
from parents, educators, and students. DR. 
BARBARA CLARK, author of Growing Up 
Gifted, will serve as keynote speaker. 
Approximately 60 small group sessions will be 
offered on various topics of tnterest to parents 
and educators. A large number of Saturday 
sessions will focus on areas of interest to 
parents. Regions 16 and 17 began offering 
regional conferences as a way of serving the 
needs of area persons unable to attend the 
TAGT state conference. This will be the third 
such conference. 

Local school districts and Education Service 
Centers in both regions are assisting with the 
planning and implementation in order to keep 
the cost to a minimum. Registration for the full 
conference is $25 for TAGT members and $40 
for non-members. Included in the fee is a 
Friday luncheon, a Friday evening reception, 
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and a Saturday morning Continental breakfast. 
A separate registration fee is available for 
persons able to attend only the Thursday 
evening and Saturday sessions. 

A registration form is available in this issue 
of the tempo. For further information, contact 
Mary Jane Reeves at (806) 656--2031. 

Region 16 is delighted to welcome 
Wayne Craigen to the Texas Panhandle. 
Formerly with Region 3, Wayne has assumed 
duties as Director of Amarillo ISO's Gifted and 
Talented program. We are fortunate to have him 
in this area. 

Junior high G/T students in Wellington 
ISO's GATE program participated in a "make 
believe" project during December. In this 
simulation activity, each student pretended that 
hislher bedroom and bath (located behind their 
home as a guest house) had been destroyed in a 
fire. The parents of each student had provided 
$2,500 of the insurance money for redecorating 
both rooms, furnishing them, and purchasing 
winter clothing for the student. The parents 
rebuilt the structure, but the students had to 
draw the room to scale and place the furniture in 
the graphed rooms. They were responsible for 
ordering all clothes, furniture, and bath fixtures 
and accessories from Sears, Montgomery 
Ward, and/or Penney catalogs, using correct 
sizes, catalog numbers, taxes and postage 
amounts. Actual order fonns were used. Many 
instructional areas were covered with this 
activity. Some of the students asked to be 
family members and pool their money in order 
to plan together. They also shopped wisely so 
they could replace one or two prized 
possessions lost in the "fire." Mrs. Deanna Van 
Pelt is coordinator for this program. D 

REGION XVII 
Julie Duncan 

The Institute for the Gifted at Texas Tech, 
headed by Dr. Mary Tallent, has been very 
active this fall. The 1985 fall session of the 
Super Saturdays program was well-attended 
with over 100 students in fourteen classes. 
Since its inception in January, 1983, this 
program has served more than 1,000 children, 
giving these students an opportunity to 
participate in a variety of creative and academic 
experiences. Brochures for the winter and 
spring sessions have been distributed, and they 
reflect addition of new classes for next year. 
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Two new activities in the area of teacher 
training have been added to the efforts of the 
INSTITUTE FOR THE GIFTED. On 
November 9, Dr. Patricia Alexander, Assistant 
Professor of Educational Curriculum and 
Instruction at Texas A&M, presented a 
workshop on "Thinkin~ Skills for the Gifted" 
for teachers in this regIOn attended by over 60 
teachers. The Texas Education Agency 
approved this six-hour session for Advanced 
Academic Training. This approval facilitates the 
acceptance of these six hours for career ladder 
credit for attendees within each school district. 

Plans for the spring also include a two-day 
workshop by Dr. James Curry on curriculum 
writing and the essential elements. Fees are 
$35.00 per day or $65 for both days. Anyone 
wishing to attend should contact Mary at (806) 
742-2353 for information. 0 

REGION XIX 
Jeanette Covington 

The EI Paso Association for Gifted and 
Talented will hold their annual spring 
conference February 8, 1986 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in the East Union Building of the 
University of Texas at El Paso. This conference 
is co-sponsored hy several other associations in 
EI Paso. 

This year's ke¥note speaker, Dr. Joanne 
Whitmore, promises an inspiring and 
instructional day fOf parents and educators. Dr. 
Whitmore is a widely pUblished author of 
articles and professional papers. She is 
especially known as the author of Giftedness, 
Conflict and Underachievement. 

In addition to Dr. Whitemore's general 
sessions, mini-sessions will be presented on 
various topics of interest to parents and 
educators of gifted children. 

In 1984, 350 parents and teachers attended 
the spring conference. In 1985, over 450 people 
attended. EPAGT is hoping to have over 600 
people to attend this conference. 0 

GIFTED STUDENTS INSTITUTE 

Second Annual Spring Conference 
May I, 2, 3, 1986 

Arlington Convention Center 
Arlington, Texas 

CALL FOR SESSION PROPOSALS 

Conference Theme: PROGRAMS AND PROMISING PRACTICES: EDUCATING ABLE LEARNERS 
Application DeadllM: March 3. 1986 
You will be notifed about the disposition of your proposal by March 19, 1986 

ALL PRESENTERS MUST REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE 

You are invited to submit a proposal related to the Conference Theme, PROGRAMS AND PROMISING 
PRACTICES: EDUCATING ABLE LEARNERS. Of particular interest arc outstanding programs and practices 
for educating high ability students, including the gifted' and talented; 

EDllCATION WITH AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE A SHARED COMMITMENT, SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
INTERNSHIPS AND MENTOIl PIlOGRAMS SPECIALIZED SCHOOLS 

PROGRAMMING FOR EXCELLENCE IN 'I'HE SllMMER 

Also of interest are programs and practices that allow for appropriate content/grade level pl.cement and 
pacing. If you or your district would like to present ot the SeCond Annual Gi/ted Students Institute Spring 
Conference, please contact: 
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Girted Students Institute 
P. O. BOl< 11388 

Fort Worth, Texas 76109-0388 

I8mpo WIN'fER 1986 



April 3-5, 1986 

A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE 
Wast Texas State University 

TEXAS ASSOCiATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Virgil Henson Activities Center· W.T,S.U, 

Canyon, Texas 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 8AR8ARA CLARK, AUTHOR OF GROWiNG UP GiFTED 
Name ___________________ Telephone Number ____________ _ 

Address ________________________________________________________ ___ 

City ___________________ .State ______ Zip. ___________ ~ 

School District __________________ ~ ______________________ _ 

Registrat10n Options: 

FULL CONFERENCE Thursday evening, April Jrd, through Saturday, April 5th (inclUdes Friday luncheon 
and continental breakfast. 

$25 Registration for current members or those who join TAGT now. (Please complete 
-- application below) ---

__ $35 for a couple. (One must be a TAGT member in good standing Dr join now) 

$40 Non·member registration 

No charge for full·time students except for luncheon (Check at registration desk 
-- for av.ilable tickets) 

THURSDAY EVENiNG AND SATURDAY SESSIONS ONLY· 

__ $5 Reg.htration for current members or those who join TAGT now. 

$25 Non·member couple. (Includes TAGT membership for One spouse) 
-- (Please complete application below) 

Make checks payable to: TAGT . Regional Conference 
NO PURCHASE ORDERS WiLL 6E ACCEPTED 

No refunds after March 31, 1986 
$1.00 of the registration fee is donated to the TAGT Scholarship Fund 

RETURN REGISTRATiON FORM ANO PAYMENT TO: 
Mary Jane Reeves 
West Te.as State University 
Box 208 WT Station 
Canyon, TX 79016·0208 

r--------------------------I 
TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

P.O. Box 9802 #814 I A"'tin. 1')( 78766-9802 

MEl\fBERSHII' AI'PLlCATION CARD 

NAME 
n(D~'~,,~M~c-.Mgnrn'.M~"·'.'.M~~----------------------------

ADDRESS ____________________ __ 

CITY __________ ~ _ __'STATE ______ --'ZIP __ 

PHONE(.J<.........J ____________________ _ 

__ New Member$hip __ Membership Renewal 

____ P ... nl (ESC Region---.J __ Educator (ESC Region.............J 
~u ______________ ___ 

Enclosed .re my Annuol 00 .. $ _________ _ 

$15 Indivlduh $1! Famll71 SUIOO p"lf<\n: $250 S~lIOr: 5400 Llrtllm.·, 

.LlmU4d Ie 100 "Opkj pa,mcflls IfIIV' be IIIIIIlIf ill :: bumlbru1U$_ L _____________ ~~ ____________ ~ 
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For Your T AGT Files 
Texas Association for Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1986 Executive Board 

Evelyn HIatt, Preslden~ (512) 463-9455, Texas Education Agency, 1701 N. Congress, Austin, TX 78701 (Region Xlll) 
Bertie Klngore, President-Elcc~ (915) 677-7281, Ex. 355, Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth, Hardin-Simmons 

University, Drawer E, Abilene, TX 79698 (Region XIV) 
Pat Long, First Vice-Presiden~ (512) 696-1852, ll105 Vance Jackson, San Antonio, TX 78230 (Region XX) 
Donna Clopton, Second Vice-Presiden~ (806) 355-6501, Principal, Gene Howe Elementary School, Canyon ISO, 5108 Pica, 

Amarillo, TX 79110 (Region XVI) 
Adelle McClendon, Secretary, (713) 469-7320, Cypress-Fairbanks ISO, p.o. Box 40040, Houston, TX 77240 (Region IV) 
Do. TrevIno, Immediate Past Presiden~ (512) 686-0515, GiftedlTalented Coordinator, McAllen ISO, 2000 No. 23rd Strcc~ 

McAllen, TX 78501 (Region I) 

Laura Allard, Executive Director, (512) 343-1886, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 78766-9802 (Region Xlll) 
Ann Shaw, Ex-Officio Board Member, (512) 463-9455, Program Director for Gifted Education, Texas Education Agency, 1701 N. 

Congress, Austin, TX 78701 (Region Xlll) 

Chairpersons 
Long Range PlannIng: James L. Coffey, ESC Region XV, Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 (915) 658-6571 
LegislatIon: Reba Schumachcr, Box 1622, Kilgore, TX 75662, (214) 984-3071 
ScholarshIp: Sylvi. Reyna-Hatton, ESC Region I, P.O. Box 6165, McAllen, Tx 78502 (512) 687-8634 
Kathy Aldridge, Abilene ISO, 3026 Shepherd, Abilene, TX 79605 (915) 698·2141 

Regional Representatives 
I Dorothy L. Prukop, Mission ISO. P.O. Box 1144, Mission, TX 78572, (512) 585·8351 
II 
III 

GInger Harris, Windsor Park Elementary, Corpus Christi ISO, Box 110, Corpus Christi, TX 78403, (512) 992-5975 
Jan Jacob, ESC Region Ill, 1905 Leary Ln.,Victoria, TX 77904, (512) 576-3131, Ext 264 

IV 
V 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 

Joan Bossung. Humble ISO, Dox 2000, Houston, TX 77347, (713) 540-5820 
Thelma Dowles, Orange ISO, Rt. 5, Box 33, Orange, TX 77630,(409) 883-4157 
Nancy M. Rotiorts, 2508 Memorial, Bryan, TX 78802, (409) 822-4090 
Kathy S. Harry, Tyler ISO, 1702 Hampton Ln, Tyler, TX 75701, (214) 566-8321 
Ann TrUll, Paris ISO, Drawer 1159, Paris, TX 75460, (214) 784·6668 
Karen Diekhoff, ESC Region IX. 301 Loop 11, Wichita Fall,. TX 76305. (817) 322-6928 

X 
XI 
XII 
XIII 
XIV 
XV 
XVI 
XVII 
XVIII 
XIX 
XX 

Kathy Hargrove, Director of Acadcmie Dcvclopmcn~ Plano ISO, 1517 Avenue H, Plano TX 75074, (214) 424·5602 
Jeanne Hranitzky. 3211 Wintergrecn Terrace, GrapeVine, TX 76051, (817) 382-5536 

rat Long, Editor 
TAGTtempo 

Ann FarrIs, 200 North W. S. Young, Box 967, Killeen. TX 76541. (817) 526-8361 
Marcy Voss, La Grange ISO, 550 W. Lafayette St., L. Grange, TX 78945, (409) 968-6713 
LInda Lamphere. Hamlin Middle School, Bo, 307, Hamlin, TX 79520, (915) 576-2661 
Oena Brooks, 904 Montecito, San Angelo, TX 76901, (915) 658-5222 
Mary Jane Reeves, West Texas Stale University, Box 208 W. T. Station. Canyon, TX 79016, (806) 656-2031 
Julle Duncan. Lubbock ISO, 1628 19th St., Lubbock, TX, 79401. (806) 747-2641. Ext 356 
Sue Ashwood, ESC Region XVlll, P.O. Box 6020, Midland. TX 79701, (915) 563-2380 
Jeanette CovIngton, p.o. Box 275, Clin~ TX 79836, (915) 851-2714 
MargIe IrwIn, Northside ISO, 5900 Evers Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230, (512) 647-2207 

11101 VanceJacks:on 
San Antonio, TX 78230 

TEXAS ASSOCIA 110N FOR TIm GII'IED 
AND TALENTED 

TAOT tlmpt) ~ pbblished by the. 'I'e.x~ 
Association for the Gifted and Talented, P.O. 
aox 980a814, Au,tin, TX 78766, (512) 343· 
1886. 

TAO! hi: a nottptofit OJ'ganl~at.\on of 
parenlll and profesaionals p:romoUn~ appropriatB 
education for glne4 and. tale.nted In the State of 
I~X"';. 

T ACT t~mpi) Is published quarterly and 
is avaiJl\blc through rnernb~hlp or upOn 
requcst. Addre8!l all correspondence: ~garding 
TAOTUmpt) to the above Mdrw. 

TAGT annual mcmbenihip is $15.00. Send 
mcmbcIlIhip f889 to: TAGT, P.O. Box 
9802 #814, Auslin. 1X 787156. 

Non-f'ioli! 
Organh.ll.tioo 
us. PoslIIg~ 

PAID 
Austin, TI!.(a8 

78761 
PtMtlt !'It), !:I'll 
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