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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Evelyn Levsky Hiatt 

It is no secret that the state of Texas is facing 
economic problems. Economic problems are, unfor
tunately, never isolated-they affect every area of 
state government. Cutbacks can be expected in road 
construction, state employment and, yes, in educa
tion. And whenever there are cutbacks in education , 
programs for gifted students invariably suffer. 

The reason for this is that many of the myths 
regarding gifted education are still so prevalent, How 
many times have you, as parents or educators, heard 
others say, "Oh, those kids can take care of them
selves." "Gifted programs are just fun and games." 
"Our only obligation is to make certain every child 
knows the basics." It is important for us to do every
thing we can to dispel these myths so that others will 
begin to view the education of gifted students, not as 
an add-on program, hut as a critical part of the edu
cational continuum school districts should provide 
for their students. 

This means that all of us must become educa
tors. Some parents may, at first, feel a little uncom
fortable in this role. Remember, however, that you 
were your child's first teacher and you remain his Or 
her most important One. Long after Ms. Jones Or 
Mr. Smith have receded into memory, your child will 
look to you for advice and example. You have been 
providing answers and explanations for years now, 
and if we are to have school programs that meet 
your child's needs, you must take your experience 
as teacher out of the home and use it in the school 
district and in the community. 

And what do you say? There are a few basic 
ideas that I think may have been forgotten by some 
educators and legislators in their concern over the 
economy. We must do our best to highlight these con
cepts and remind people of their importance. In this 
issue of TEMPO, I will discuss two ideas that build 
On one another. 
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I. All children should not have the same educa
lion, but all children should have an appro
priaie education. Chapter 75 is the section in 
the Texas Education Code that defines the 
curriculum for Texas schools. The philosophy 
of the State Board of Education is included in 
this document and states, in part, "Public 

elementary and secondary education is re
sponsible for providing each student with the 
development of personal knowledge, skill 
and competence to maximum capacity." 
[Texas Education Code, Chapter 75.1 (a)]. 
The State Board did not say that elementary 
and secondary education was designed to get 
a certain TEAM's test score or a certain 
achievement test ranking. It said maximum 
capacity. This statement clearly indicates that 
the State Board is expecting educators 
throughout Texas to develop programs that 
are designed to meet the needs of every 
student, whether they need a hilingual, com
pensatory, or, gifted program. Each of these 
programs, and others like them, are designed 
to assist students in attaining their maximum 
capacity. Each should be equally supported 
by the local district educator and by the local 
representative. 

2. Programs for gifted students should be 
planned around a kindergarten through grade 
twelve continuum and should have a curricu
lum that is differentiated 10 meet student 
needs. Many times, programs for gifted stu
dents are offered in grades three through 
eight. While districts should be commended 
for these efforts, they also should realize that 
students do not suddenly become gifted in 
the third grade. In fact, by that time, many 
gifted students who have not been appropri
ately served are underachievers because they 
have never been challenged to use or develop 
their skills. No student should ha.e to walt 
on an appropriate education. Districts should 
be encouraged to start their programs as 
early as possible so that the child's natural 
abilities can be strengthened and enriched. 
Neither does a child lose his/her giftedness 
in the eighth grade. Secondary school pro
grams should be continuing the work that 
was done in elementary and middle school. 
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We would not tell a promising middle school 
quarterback that he had to make it on his 
own in high ,chao!. We would not put him in 
a class with teachers who had not been 
trained to work with him. We would not tell 
him to go out on the football field without 
proper equipment. We would not tell him to 
play on the junior varsity when We felt he 
could be a Friday night hero on the varsity 
team. This same atttiude should prevail with 
our academically talented high school stu
dents. We ,hould not be putting students who 
have been in gifted classes during their ele· 
mentary and middle school years into a reg
ular honors class. The'e 'tudents should 
have received training .nd .kill development 
that makes their education.l needs different 
from others. Courses should be designed to 
take advantage or the students' past training 
and provide continuity in their educational 
development. Secondary school teachers 
should be trained in stwtegies that encourage 
maximum performance in gifted students. 
Appropriate books and materials should be 
available for these classes. None of this is 
special treatment-it is appropriate and ade
quate treatment. 
Providing a kinderg"rten through grade 
twelve program is important, but, as indicated 
above, it must be carefully planned and co
ordinated. It will do nO good for a district to 
provide a program for the gifted if the stu
dents are concentrating on language art" skills 
one year and m"th the next, or have units on 
mythology in grades two, three and four. 
Although based on the regular school pro
gram, the curriculum for the gift.d program 
should be diff",mliated from that curricu
lum. "Differentiated" does not mean more of 
the same type of work, but rather work that 
expands and enriches what is offered in the 
regular program. This curriculum should pro
vide indepth content development, advanced 
process development and complex. product 
development. A scope and sequence should 
be app.rent, with skills building On each 
other from one year to the next and with 
more sophisticated products being expected. 
The teacher of the gifted should sec both how 
her instruction in the gifted class differ, from 
her instruction in the regular classroom as 
well as how that in'truction is building on 
last year's lessons and is leading to next 
year's. Without this kind of continuity, we 
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just might be offering a program that is fun 
and game' rather than one that has a justi
able scope and sequence of content, process, 
and product development. 

These two points-that programs for the gifted 
are designed to meet the educational needs of stu
dents and that the programs themselves must have 
a planned scope and sequence-are the basis from 
which all other discussions eman"te. If Mr. Smith 
tells you that gifted programs arc fun and games, 
then he does not understand the fir,t point. If Ms. 
Jones scoffs at you and ,ays that the gifted program 
is just more of the same kind of work, and if Ms. 
Jones is right, then the district has not understood 
the second point. If Ms. Brown assures you that 
honors programs are adequate for gifted student" 
then she does not understand the second point. 

It is our responsibility to see that we educate 
as many people as we Can on the nature of gifted 
programs---on what they are and what they can do. 
rn the next issue, I will discuss other issues that 
should be stressed in our discussion of the need for 
programs for gifted students. 0 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Laura Allard 

TAGT has an office of its own!! April 1, 1986 
was moving day. Many of you may not know that on 
September I, 1985 the role of Executive Director was 
established in TAGT's structure. At the same time, 
its first office was located in a loft in the Allard's new 
home in Austin. The work of administering the activi
ties of the association increased during the ensuing 
year and a half to the degree that no one person 
ceuld cover all the bases. The loft could not aCCOm
modate a computer, printer, filing cabinets, and 
other new acquisitions for the TAGT office. A, a 
result, .pace was rented in the Koger Executive 
Center, Colorado Building, 3636 Executive Center 
Drive, Suite 260, Austin, Texas. 

The need for additional services permitted Hilda 
Kicinski to join me (on a part time basis) to carry 
out the responsibilities of the association. She is the 
mother of two gifted boys, president of the Round 
Rock Talented and Gifted Association, Inc., an eK
pert at the use of the computer/printer, to name a 
few of her many talents and capabilitie,. We welcome 
her presence in our office and value her effort,. 

Do come by and visit when you are in Austin. 
You, members of TAGT, are responsible for these 
milestones in our soon-to-be tenth year 01 existence. 
See what one small beginning has achieved. Con
gratulations to each of you! 

Ballot, for the election of TAGT's 1987 officer, 
and regional representatives (even numbered re
gions) will be mailed to members in August. Your 
vote is important. Please return marked ballots as 
soon as possible. The newly elected officers and re
gional representatives assume their leadership roles 
at the conclusion of the annual cenlerence, which is 
to be held at the Westin Galleria in Houston, Novem
ber 20-22, 1986. 

Additional information concerning the Houston 
conference i, included in thi' issue. Room rates will 
be $60.00 single and $80.00 double occupancy. 
Parking is adequate and free of charge. Continental 
breakfast (cash basis) will be an option offered at 
the Westin Galleria Hotel for confeTence participants. 
A wide selection of restaurant, i, also available 
within the Galleria area which encamp a".. the 
hotel. The President's Reception, open to all cen
ference participants, promises to be a gala affair. 
An exciting educational adventure is lorecasted by 
conference planners. Hope to see you there. 

New TAGT members, as well as many of our 
members of long standing, have expressed an inter-
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est in nevi ewing TAGT's Goals. They are listed on 
this page. During the past nine years the as,ocbtion 
members have worked to achieve these listed goals. 

TAGT membership is nOw filed on the com
puter and membership renewal notices will be mailed 
to you at the beginning of the month in which you 
paid last year" fee. Please notify us if we are in 
error concerrning your membership status. In addi
tion, it will facilitate our record keeping if you let us 
know when you change your address. In this issue 
Donna Clopton has addressed membership advan
tages and categories available for your support also. 

The summer is upon us. We hope your vacation 
days and r"<pite from routine are enjoyable. Do be 
careful when you travel. 0 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

Goals and Overview 
The Texas Association for the Gifted and Tal

ented [T AGT] i, designed to promote and improve 
the education of gifted and talented persons. Forty 
Texan, established the As.'ociation in 1977. Today, 
over 2,000 people-educators, parents, counselors 
and community members-support TAGT through 
their membership. In our nine year history, we have 
worked to meet the following goals: 

1. To influence statewide legislation concerned 
with gifted and talented programming and 
increase funding for those programs. 

2. To promote statewide public awarene" of 
gifted education. 

3. To strengthen the relationship between TAGT 
and the Texas Education Agency, the State 
Board 01 Education and other educational 
organizations and associations, 

4. To emphasize the importance of parental 
leadership in the educational process. 

5. To publish documents that offer assistance 
to Association members. 

6. To seek additional financial support for 
Association programs, with specific emphasi, 
on its scholarship program for teachers, par
ents, and students. 

7. To foster improved communication between 
the Association and colleges and universities 
in Texas. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Donna Clopton, Second Vice President, TAGT 

Membership in TAGT has grown by leaps and 
bounds. This speaks well for the Association and 
for the gifted children of Texas. By working together 
and supporting the organization, we can make a 
difference in the lives of many children. 

There are several important advantages to mem
bership in TAGT. Receiving this magazine is cer
tainly one of them. By reading it from cover to cover, 
a person not only gains information about gifted 
children, but obtains knowledge about happenings 
throughout the state. Also, TAGT members may 
attend the state and regional conferences at a reduced 
rate. 

Another important advantage is the opportu
nity to apply for scholarships, or recommend a 
deserving child for one. Each year T AGT gives 
several scholarships of up to $300 each. 

TAGT is the one organization in the state which 
actively supports legislation for gifted education. The 
Association has been instmmental in getting gifted 
children identified as a special population. Although 
initially this results in less money per child, it does 
impact attitudes and encourages districts to provide 
programs. 

Finally, by paying yearly dues and keeping 
membership current, a person makes a strong indi
vidual statement of support. Legislators are aware 
of numbers and the current membership roll deter
mines the amount of influence the Association has. 
Paying dues is a relatively inexpensive way for a 
person to support the cause of gifted education while 
receiving personal benefits. 

Several membership options flre available and 
each has an advantage. The majority of members 
prefer the regular $15 single one. This is one of the 
least expensive professional memberships available 
today and entitles a person to all the benefits. 

Family memberships are also popular. For $25, 
an entire family may join TAGT, and both adults 
may attend conferences at the reduced rate for 
members. Also, both may vote in the election of 
officer.. Children sense and aprreciate the com
bined support of both parents, and school adminis
trators recognize the greater degree of commitment. 

The $7 student membership is no longer avail
able because the cost of benefits exceeded the lee 
and because these members didn't have voting privi
leges. 

One membership option is free. Parent support 
group. may become affiliate members when a mini
mum of twenty, or 10%, of their membcrs (which-

tempo SUMMER 19R6 

ever is greater), are also members in good standing 
of TAGT. Affiliate membership status entitles the 
group to one free presentation by a TAGT Board 
member (milage reimbursement is required) and a 
free parent registration at the state conference. These 
are e<ceIlent opportunities in addition to the regular 
member benefits. 

Of course, TAGT always appreciates Patron 
and Sponsor memberships which are available for 
$1000 and $250 respectively. These tax deductible 
gifts are a wonderful way to make a contribution. 
A few life memberships are still available for $400. 

Although a person's membership ends one year 
from the payment date, many memberships expire 
on September 1 st. In order to help you keep your 
membership current, renewal letters are now sent as 
reminders. Getting membership checks in early helps 
the Executive Director and insures unintermpted 
services. 0 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
1986 TAGT Scholarship Recipients 
Kathy Aldridge 

During the past three years, TAGT has awarded 
$10,940 to 47 recipients (comprised of students, 
parents, and/or educators) for participation in edu
cational experiences for the gifted and talented and/ 
or study programs in the field of gifted education. 

Members at this year's Scholarship Committee, 
chaired by Kathy Aldridge and Sylvia Hatton, were 
Tracy Weinberg, Marcy Voss, Jimmie Jean Owen, 
and Bob Rhoades. They selected 2 educators and 9 
students to receive scholarships totaling $3,000. 

Educators receiving scholarships were Mary 
Grace Cauble, Gainesville, to attend the University 
of Connecticut, and Marea Lea Cuffey, Canadian, to 
attend the University oC Colorado. 

Students receiving scholarships to attend sum
mer programs Were: Heather Rhae Moore, Lubbock, 
to attend "Shake Hands With Your Future" at 
Texas Tech; David Sean Huntsman, Lubbock, to 
attend "Shake Hands With Your Future" at Te~as 
Tech; Jennifer Champion, San Antonio, to attend 
"Trinity Program for Gifted and Talented" at Trinity 
University; Thomas Crone Thompson, Belton, to 
attend "Galveston Island Adventure" in Galveston; 
David Watson, Amarillo, to attend "Summer Institute 
for Gifted and Talented Students" at West Texas 
State; Shalmica Williams, Tyler, to attend "Camp 
Mind's Eye" in Tyler. 

Gina Thurman, Lubbock, to attend "Shake 
Hands With Your Future" at Texas Tech; Kevin 
Jones, Ft. Wonh, to attend "Galveston hland Ad
venture" at Galve.ton; and April Johnson, Sulphur 
Springs, to attend "Camp Mind's Eye" in Tyler. D 
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CIT CLASSROOMS 

Suspect Sentences: 
A Tantalizing Software Choice for Bright Minds 
Bertie W, Kingore and Kathy Aldridge 

Ginn and Company has developed a computer
based program that will have your students begging 
to do more as they sharpen th.ir critical reading, 
writing and thinking skills, Suspect Sentences in
cludes 60 literary passages in categories of mystery, 
humor, sports, romance/ adventure, cIassic~ and 
mixed bag. 

How to Play 

To play, the .tudent chooses the role of forger 
or the detective. As the forger, the student chooses 
a passage and creates a new sentence to in,ert in the 
passage, trying to match the author's style so the 
forgery will go undetected. As the detectives, the stu
dent chooses a forger from the "Wanted List," 
studies the forger's paragraph and finally highlights 
the sentence he believes is forged. Then the detec
tive selects the "Moment of Truth" which reveals the 
forger's sentence. If the uetective is a succssful sleuth, 
he can receive a diploma "Degree in Detecting Sus
pect Sentences," "If the detective errors, the forger 
can receive a diploma "Degree in Forging Suspect 
Sentences," 
Skill Development 

Students love the competition of trying to out
wit one another. But some very transferable skills 
are also involved. The student detectives apply prob
lem solving and higher level reading comprehension 
skills as they read critically to analyze and evaluate 
the whole and each part of the passage. The student 
forgers analyze the writing style, mood, and gram
mar a. they create transitional sentences and practice 
both the mechanics of writing and creative thinking, 
Teacher Materials 

The teacher's manual contains blackline mas
ters which reinforce the mechanics of writing applied 
in Suspect Sentences, There are also masters for the 
diplomas, copies of each passage and excellent in
structional suggestions, Another excellent teaching 
aid, however, is the Teacher Utility Disk which 
allows teachers to add their own passages to the data 
base, 
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Strengths and Weaknesses 
Suspect Sentences has been praised by the teach

ers and students we asked to try it. Some outstanding 
strengths of the program are: 1) it is highly motivat
ing; 2) it integrates reading and writing; 3) its direc
tions are very simple to understand; 4) the program 
format is attractive and appealing; and 5) it exposes 
students to the works of noted authors such as 
Charles Dickens, Laura Ingalls Wilder and John 
Steinbeck. One teacher .uggested that students might 
be stimulated to read the original work after becom
ing interested in the passage, 

The only major weakness is that when working 
as forgers, if the students pass the sentence where 
they intended to insert something, they have to go 
through all the other passages to get back to that 
same One. The users should be able to back up im
mediately if they pass the sentence by mistake, 

Grade Levels 
The program is designed for students in grade 

six and above, But gifted, fourth, and fifth graders 
also enjoyed the challenge offered by this program, 
More information may be obtained by calling Ginn 
and Company, 1-800-848-9500. We hope Ginn will 
develop additional categories and pa"'ges to Con
tinue the fun! 0 
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Alone in the sky 
The moon is shining brightly 
On the river's edge, 

Upon a gray stone 
In the path of the sunset 
Sits a butterfly. 

Dana Wallack 
6th Grade, Puckett Elementary 
Amarillo lSD, Agate student 
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Pleas. Pass the Apple Tarts 
Lorraine Mitchell, Mesqllite I.S.D. 

The seventh grade Academically Talented 
Mathematics classes in the Mesquite Independent 
School District have been exchanging Apple TARTs. 
These are computer disks on which students have 
written graphics programs for the Apple lIe com
puter. TART is an acronym for "try and remodel 
this." Upon receiving an Apple TART disk, the A.T. 
math cta" looks at the last program on the disk and 
IIremodeh~' it. The new version is saved under a 
different name so that ,tudents may look back and 
see the step-by-step remodeling which other schools 
have done. 

A blue background with the figure of a man be
gan one of the Apple TARTs. The next class added a 
line (or the horizon and a spaceship above. This Was 
followed by changing the man to a Martian with 
antennae) adding a home for the Martian, rutting 
stars in the sky, and making the spaceship fly. The 
fourth A.T. math class modified the program so 
that spaceships woul<.l continuously fly across the 
sky; and when they reached the right-hand side of 
the ,creen, the Martian would use a laser and shoot 
the 'pace,hips down one at a time. 

Another Apple TART began with what looked 
like a goal post with a banner centered above it. 
School color' and initials were added by the next 
A.T. class. Then, the goal post was transformed into 
what appeared to be a lemonade stand; colors were 
changed and school initials were removed. The 
lemonade stand then became part of a Hershey 
Kisses factory. "Hershey Kisses!" was written on the 
stand and chocolate kisses passed by on a platform. 
When the kisses passed under what used to be the 
banner, they became wrapped in "foil" and continued 
moving On the platform. 

Apple TARTs have been a real plus in the 
Academically Talented mathematics classes. The 
creativity has been tremendous, not to mention the 
positive interaction between school,. StUdents are 
learning programming and debugging ,kills in a 
manner that is fun and relevant. This has been a 
very effective method of incorporating higher think
ing skills. As we say in Mesquite, please pass another 
Apple TART! 0 
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"Ill Touch" with Oral Hislories 

Elaine Griffin, Mesquite I.S.D. 

To bring our young teenagers in touch with a 
valuable wealth of knowledge and experience the 
senior citizens of our community have to offer, 
eighth grade students in Cathy Rideou!'s Academi
cally Talented English class at Mesquite's McDonald 
Middle School hosted a luncheon (or SOme of our 
senior citizens. The meeting and sharing of ideas and 
experiences of these two diverse groups led to an 
atmosphere of warmth and understanding which 
spread throughout the ,chool building. This was a 
positive and inspiring mingling of the young and old 
of our community. 

The luncheon for senior citizens became a focal 
point for the AT students' unit on heritage and hi,
tory. The main objective of the unit was to encourage 
students to realize how society constantly changes 
and how valuable our older citizen> are in providing 
a link to the past. Sewral major assignments were 
part of thi. unit: 

1. conducting interviews 
2. composing oral histories 
3. writing letters 
4. creating historical dramas 
5. publishing a book. 

Preparation 
Much background was needed in order to per

form these assignments. In an inquiry-based dis
cussion, students revealed a lack of aWareness about 
what it is like to be old: "Mu,t We shout for them to 
hear us? Can they even understand us?" Questions 
like these developed into a discussion that attempted 
to e~plode many "myths" of being old. Students, 
studying several poems relating to "godness, dis
cerned that even though the body depicts the aging 
process, the spirit can still be vibrant and young. 

Students then visited college and public libraries 
which had special sections on oral history. Student, 
researched these question" Why is living history 
best? What i, the importance of oral history? 

After studying the interviewing process and 
utilizing their research findings, students brain
stormed pertinent questions to be used in interview
ing the ssenior citizens. Again, students researched 
some common tlcnominator historic experiences: 
World Waf> I and II, invention of the automobile, 
the Depression, fads, fashions, even schooling. Stu
dents took notes and then practiced interviewing. 

Finally, they were ready-nervous, but excited 
and enthusiastic. 
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The Luncheon 

The senior citizens arrived at McDonald Middle 
School at 11 :00 a.m. The eighth grade students met 
the citizens at the frout door and took them on a 
tour of the school. At first, there was the cautious
ness of strangers meeting, of misunderstood fears; 
but by the time the tour had ended, the two groups 
Were happily engaged in conversation. The students 
guided the citizens to the library and served them 
their requested lunches (pizza and cokes), much to 
the amazement of the teenagers. After lunch, inter
views began, lasting for an hour. In one hour, the 
groups became the best of friends; and upon leav
ing, there were smiles and hugs. 

The next day, after recording their articles of 
oral history for publication, students excitedly wrote 
letters of appreciation to the senior citizens. 

The next assignment was to write historical 
dramas. In studying how to capture the drama of 
history while injecting fictional aspects, students 
discussed how characters could be identified and 
created to reflect the historical time and how dramas 
could spring from one thing (idea, event, comment) 
the older persons said in the interviews. The dramas 
Were written and copies sent to the senior citizens 
to reveal what creativity came out of their visits. 

The unit has ended. The book has been pub
lished with paragraphs of the situations, copies of 
interviews, and historical dramas. The letters are 
coming and going between two far-apart genera
tions. There is a new awareness of humanity in 
eighth graders' eyes as well as in a certain number of 
Mesquite's older citizens. There is a link of age and 
youth, of past and present. 

Saving the past in oral histories provides us 
this link from one generation to the next. Preserving 
that link in some form of writing has helped cer
tain students keep in touch with the treasure of our 
past. D 
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What's Been Cookio' In Texas 
Lynda West, Pine Tree ISD 

In order to leave something to posterity, students 
in Pine Tree ISD published a cookbook entitled, 
"WHAT'S BEEN COOK IN' IN TEXAS." One 
printer told us that even the BIBLE had an ending. 
But not to be discouraged, we wrote, collected, re
searched, categorized, edited, sold ads, and finally 
500 pages later our book Was complete. WHAT'S 
cOOKIN' is much more than a cookbook. It is a 
coUection of over ISO years of cooking, home reme
dies and helpful hints that have passed on from 
generation to generation. Personal remembrances 
are given with many of the recipes as contributors 
describe when they first remember how the dish came 
into being or something nostalgic about the cook. 

The project began in the faU of 1985 and 1000 
copies rolled off the presses the first of March, 1986. 
Four days later the book was sold out and into its' 
second printing. Included in the book are more than 
600 contributions, including recipes from Texas cele
brities and notables. The Success of WHA Ts 
COOKIN' was made possible by the parents and 
community volunteers who provided the manpower 
to see a project of this magnitude to completion. 

When the last cookbook is sold the students 
will decide where the money can best be spent in the 
Pine Tree community. Students will use problem
solving techniques to develop criteria determining 
the greatest need in the community. This project is 
one that makes a fuU circle: Students took from the 
community and now will return something to those 
who made it possible. 

The essence of the cookbook can he summed 
up in this poem written by one Pine Tree sixth grade 
student and her mother. 

For our part in our state's great celebration, 
We sent many letters across the nation. 
We wrote to Kenny Rogers, Mickey MantIe, 

Ann Richards, and Lady Bird. 
Some were returned; and from some we never 

heard. 
Then we asked for recipes and treatments from 

our mothers. 
They're all inside this wonderful book. 
Just grab your copy, your pans, and start to 

cook. 
Remember the importance of this Sesquicenten

nial event, 
And we thank each contributor for their recipes 

which they lent. 
Krista and Iva Holyfield 
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POTLIGHTING 
THE EXPERTS 

Developing Independence In Children 
Joyce E. Juntune, Executive Director 
National Association for Gifted Children 
Circle Pines, Minnesota 

One of the tasks of parenting is to help chil
dren become independent thinker<. The task begins 
the first day the child enters the family. Many gifted 
children have a desire to be self-reliant. Parents must 
nurture and direct this desire into acceptable inde
pendent behavior. Here are some suggestions for 
helping your child become an independent person: 

I. Resist the temptation to do things for your 
child. Be ready to give assistance if needed, but do 
not offer more help than is absolutely necessary. 

2. Encourage your child to work out relation
ships with peers without interference from you. 

3. Allow opportunities for your child to make 
his/her OWn decisions. What shall I wear today? 
What shall I have for dessert? Which present shall 
I give to Grandmother? 

4. Give your child space and time to think, 
play with ideas, try new ways of accomplishing tasks 
and sharing his/her conclusions. 

5. Be sure your child has responsibilities that 
he/she must do regularly. Do not allow your child to 
conveniently get out of doing his/her responsibilities. 
The purpose of having responsibilities is to learn to 
be responsible when one is busy as well as free, hun
gry or full, tired or rested, motivated or lazy. 

6. Have a plan. Decide each year some major 
areas of responsibility and independence you will 
work on with your child. Monitor the plan each 
month to see how it is progressing. 

7. Expect your child to be independent. Give 
him/her the tools needed such "s decision making 
and communication. Be a strong emotional .upport. 
Rejoice when things progress well. Be supportive 
when everything seems to fall apart. 

8. Allow your children to have their own 
thoughts. Explain why you think and feel the way 
you do. Encourage them to do the same. 
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9. Model decision making and independent 
thinking. Discuss some of the decisions you are con
templating. Share your thoughts about the decision, 
the ways you arc considering solving the situation 
and why. 

10. Discuss decisions made by characters in 
stories and/or by real life people. Encourage your 
child to think of other possible ways to handle the 
decision and the effects this decision might have on 
the people involved. 0 

On the Nurturing of National Resonrces 
Dr. Vicky Dill, Curriculum Writer 
Texas Education Agency 

I had been in gifted and talented circles only a 
short while when I began to notice a strangely repet
itive pattern. 

"I never gave a thought to it," I overhear, 
"until it happened to me. Now I realize the full eX
tent of the problem." 

Or someone else ponders on our mutual goals 
thus, "I guess I just never thought this would hap
pen to me. But it has happened, and I feel lost." 

The.e comments sound like those of someone 
who has contracted cancer, or become aware of an 
infertility problem, or is newly unemployed. The 
exemption of "that only happens to the other pco
pIe" has failed them, and they are now somehow the 
wiser and sadder for their awakening. 

Most tragically, the heavy burden of their real
ization is only slightly eased by the joy of what they 
have been given: a very gifted, creative or talented 
child. Indeed, they have a double joy-a child has 
come into their lives, and their child is gifted. But 
their joy weighs like a rock. 

What is wrong? What has happened to their 
world, or to ours, to merit such mourning? 

The Perils of Advocacy 
I have only conjectures from my brief expo

sure. But I suspect that parents of gifted children 
find themselves in a psychological type of bind. 
Their children do not "fit" into the normal mold; in 
a very real way, the education system handicaps their 
child, has the potential not only to fail to meet the 
child's needs, but to devastate and ruin the child. 
Vet the parent feels a type of fcar, too. Isn't it more 
difficult to stand up in front of " group and say, 
"My child is giftcd; she needs a specialist" than it is 
to say, "My child is wheelchair bound; she needs 
ramps, wide doors, and an elevator." 
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It is more difficult, much more difficult. Gifted 
children are erroneously thought to be first gifted, 
and then children. They are thought to be able to 
fend for themselves in a world they barely know. 
"They're bright; they'U figure it out," the subcon
scious mind of the average parent, PTA, or principal, 
says. 

Parents of gifted children feel incredible hesita
tion. "Will they think I'm bragging? Will this audi
ence fear that they have failed when I have suc
ceeded? Will they be jealous? Will they implicitly 
condemn me because, after all, what evidence do I 
have?'; 

The parent may indeed have a child who is the 
apparent failure-an underachiever, a discipline 
problem, a loner whose only visible evidence of 
brightness is a whopping IQ score. 

The parent trembles. Perhaps by trying to get 
the education my child deserves I am exposing him 
to greater pressures. Perhaps I should try private 
school. The situation is too delicate. The stakes are 
too high. They abandon public school and begin 
another tenuous journey. 

For a small segment of our population, for a 
segment whose difficulties are often impossible to see 
until they become negative consequences, life in this 
country is strangely out of joint. I would like to 
suggest that remediation of the neglect gifted and 
talented children face is not only an issue of access 
but also a case of appropriate national priorities. 
Access 

We all know that when state-mandated or fed
erally-mandated, projects providing access to appro
priate education tend to be implemented; with the 
considerable weight of the government behind them, 
these programs are top priority in order that schools 
can be accredited and receive funds. Groups aware of 
the needs of special interests such as ethnic groups 
and the handicapped had to picket, sit-in, £lood 
legislative halls, parade, boycott and sue until they 
attained equal access to the appropriate education 
their children deserve. 

They are minorities whose call became the 
shared concern of many for one reason or another. 
"Until it happened to me" happenod to us all, and 
for many special interest groups, the individual edu
cational plan warranted became a reality and society 
as a whole benefitted vastly. 

The figures revealing the appalling inequities 
these children face reflect not only misunderstanding 
and neglect, but fertile ground for special interest 
groups frustrated enough to resort to litigious metho
dologies. What will it take to obtain equal access for 
the gifted and talented? 

10 

National Priority 

In China, gifted children are called "divine 
children-treasures to be uurtured by the empire 
(p. 2)." In a country where conditions are crowded 
and technology is underdeveloped, talent is nourished 
not with the hegrudging leftovers of the country's 
educational resources, but with the best and most 
lavish attention and facilities. In Puebla, Mexico, a 
so-called third world country, gifted education devel
ops the intellectual capacities of Mexico's brightest 
youth. Irina Huerta believes that only such a pro
gram will permit Mexicans to compete with SUccess 
in an international context. (p. 38). In Ontario, 
where mandation of gifted and talented education 
began in 1985 and "has had a tremendous effect," 
teacher certification in gifted and talented pedagogy 
and strong concomitant funding for the gifted are 
netting palpable gains. In Bra,il, Saudi Arabia, Aus
tralia and other countries, top priority support and 
funding for gifted and talented children suggests a 
long-term commitment to what these other countries 
see as a national treasure. 

In this country, the most recent push for ade
quate attention and funding for gifted and talented 
children came after Sputnik. We are a nation which 
tends to respond to crises, and our priorities are, 
unfortunately, often cyclical. After the Sputnik chal
lenge, widespread interest dwindled. Now, Chal
lenger and a host of other visible signs of a deterio
rating technological edge might suggest that We are 
in another crisis, if indeed it requires a crisis to 
make us sit up. But do we know a crisis when we 
see one? Will we invest in the leadership of this 
nation for either short-term or long-term benefits? 

A final note. Many writers demean the cause 
of the gifted and talented student as elitist. At least 
they demean it until "it happenuo them." One idea 
research has confirmed repeatedly is that giftedness 
knows no racial, creedal, or socio-economic bound
aries. In order to provide equality for all, we must 
not harness ourselves to an "identicalness" (if there is 
such a thing) for all. Gratefully, the handicapped 
and other minorities in our culture have taught us 
that equal access means different approaches for 
many-ramps for some, Spanish for some, a modi
fied curriculum for others. 
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"I neVer knew there is the whole world," a 
three-year-old reported upon entering a special 
school for gifted children. "I thought there wa, just 
this town." 

He spins the globe, and points to other places 
made real for him by his new teahcers, a plethora 
of books, films, and maps. Today his prospects are 
bright. What will the public school offer him? Ex
tremely limited access to appropriate resources and 
myopic current national priorities would suggest that 
his grasp on that world is fragile indeed. 

C/G/T .. Vol. 33, July/August, 1985. "Interna
tiona! Issue: Gifted Education Around the World" 
by McGreevy, Neethling, Muir, et al. 0 

The Faces of TeXlls 
Oh Texas, Thy fir.t face alters not, 
though thy second is ever-changing. 
That earliest appearance is present even now. 

Thou hast been mountains, towering and sublime. 
Thou hast been rivers, long and flowing. 
Thou hast been plains, low and even. 
Thou hast been forests, cool and full of life. 
These features thou hast always possessed and been. 

But now, before now, thou were changed. 
This transformation was not thy work. 
Men did this-men from Spain, France, and 

America. 
Each man molded thee only to find thee remolded. 
Then did thy final sculptors COme. 
They were called citizens of the United States 
though they belonged to thee before they knew of 

thee. 
These people gave their lives for thee half a ter-

centenary ago. 
Today, because of them, we have the state of Texas 
and thou hast thy second face. 
This other face is thine, but thou are not it. 
Thou hast cowboys yet thou aren't a cowboy. 

Cowboys are thee, rough and dusty. 
Oilmen are thee, rich and stubborn. 
Farmers are thee, diligent and hard-working. 

Now, doctors are thee, intelligent and patient. 
What they do and what they make is thee. 
DaUas ,md Houston art thou. 

Thou were Texas before Texas existed, with thy 
first face. 

Texas became thee with the second. 
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Todd Smith 
Eighth Grade 
Spring Branch I.S.D. 0 

G. T. PARENTING 

"Sometimes Parenting Requires Ideas 
for Dealing with Peer Pressure Incidents" 
Dee Trevino, Past Presidellt, TAOT 

None of us, from toddlers to senior citizens, are 
immune to peer pressure. However, during the mid
dle school years the ailment reaches epidemic pro
portions. Sharon Scott', Peer Pressure Reversal: An 
Adult Guide to Developing a Responsible Child of
fers hope o( survival for parents and adolescents. 

Ms. Scott, a well known counselor in the Dal
las area, developed her peer pressure reversal (PPR) 
technique, while working with youths from all socio
economic and ethnic backgrounds who, while basi
cally "good kids," had found themselves in a variety 
of trouble. The technique can be mastered by ele
mentary students and thus prevent many of the possi
ble hazards of the high risk, high peer preosur. re
lated incidents that often accompany adolescence. 

In her book, Scott explains the three ,tcps of 
PPR: Check out the Scene, Make a Good Decision, 
and Act to Avoid Trouble. She then give. e"plicit 
directions for teaching your child the procedure 
which can become a tool for a lifetime o( indepen
dent thinking. 

Two other arc .. of particular help for parents 
are her ,ection, on in(luencing the child" choice of 
friends and multi-parent networking. The whole book 
take, some good parenting instinct, and put, them 
into a systematic approach that offer dividends to 
parent. and children. 

Anyone interested in buying a copy of Peer 
Pressure Reversal may call 1-800-822-2801. The 
cost is $9.95. 0 
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KIDS CONTACT 

Loms BRAILLE 

In 1809 he was born, 
Early on a Paris morn; 

Louis Was blinded as a boy, 
Playing with an awl as if it were a toy; 

Many people helped him on the way, 
His mother, father and towu curee 

In 1819 Louis went to school, 
But not to learn a certian rule; 

He went to learn how to read, 
And how to get the things he would need; 

He had to use his sense of touch, 
When he played the organ at St. Anne's Church; 

He worked on the alphabet, day and night, 
To help people read who have no sight; 

The BRAILLE SYSTEM is 6 dots in a cell, 
Each letter, a pattern, as you can tell; 

He had a very marvelous mind, 
And also was extremely kind; 

Louis was a determined man, 
And he kept believing ..• 

"YES, I CAN" 

by Lauren Loew 
San Angelo ISD 

HAIKU 
A valentine's wish 

is like a kiss flowing through 

your heart's secret veins. 
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By 
Ray Olvera 
5th Orade 
Tye Elementary School 
Tye. Texas 

THE WAGON TRAIN 
'Tis the Sesquicentennial and all through our state 
Everyone was talking about the upcoming date, 
The people were lined up, pair by pair, 
In hopes that the wagon train would soon be there. 
The children were thinking of stories they'd read, 
While visions of horses pranced through their heads. 
Ma in her bonnet, and I, scratching my beard, 
Had just settled down to watch and cheer; 
When out in the street there arose such a clatter 
I sprang from my chair to see what was the matter. 
Away to the curb I ran like a jackrabbit, 
While scratching my beard, which is becoming a 

habit. 
The sun on the canvas of the old tattered wagon 
Gave a glimpse into yesteryear, when the fashion 

was braggin'; 
When what to my tired old eyes should appear 
But the leading horses that showed no fear; 
With a little old driver pulling hard on the rein. 
I knew in a moment this must be THE TRAIN! 
More slowly than sheep-like molasses they came. 
But We all waited patiently, 'cause we knew of its 

fame. 
The wagonmaster whistled, attracting the crowd. 
And he shouted "Texas is our state, and we should 

be proud!!! 
From river to river, from town to town 
We will go about making our round. 
We will be staying but a little while 
So come eat with us, dance with us, camp with us 

all! !" 
As dry dust blew across the trial, 
They met with no obstacle; they couldn't fail. 
So on to the park, slowly they rolled, 
With a wagon full of memories that were ready to be 

told. 
And then with a whistle that the wagon master blew, 
Everyone else knew that they were there too. 
As I drew down my head and was turning around, 
The wagon train then slowly circled the town. 
They were dressed all in leather from their hats to 

their boots, 
And one man hollered out a loud hoot! 
A bundle of furs he had flung On his back 
And he looked like a trader just opening his pack. 
His hat, how it flopped; his spurs, how they jingled I 
As he jumped off his wagon, the crowd began to 

mingle. 
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His pale little cheeks were puffed out with a chew 
And standing by his side was a girl named Sue. 
The bass of a fiddle Was held firm in his chin, 
And he started humming a tune that made him grin. 
He held his old fiddle and a brand new bow 
As he played a tunc that everyone would know. 
He was a nice, sweet person, a quite lovable old 

man. 
His real name Was Daniel, but the folks called him 

Dan. 
With a book of old tunes he played the night through 
With the couples dancing 'til half past two. 
When he woke the next morning he went straight 

to his chores 
Loading up the wagon, even though hi< arm, were 

SOre. 
Shaking hands with the people, and cracking his 

whip, 
He climbed in his wagon and yelled, "Let's finish 

this trip II" 
But I heard him exclaim as they rolled out of sight, 
"Happy birthday to Texas, and to all a GOOD· 

NIGHTII" 
By Tracie Davis and Kin. Holloway 

Grade 8 
WINGS Class 
Irion COl/nty Jr. High School 
Mertzon, Texas D 

Sruvival 
All of life, .gueezed together 
Into one .tnl::l'i.s. 

Electricity, homes, 
Travel, energy, 
Fuel, and food. 
Flowing together, 
Synchronized. 
Not always in harmony 
Almost never co-operating, 
But forced together. 
In time and space. 

Philosophy 

Juli Kirry, Eighth Grade 
Grapevine/Colleyville I.S.D. 

Life is the world of discovery and adventure 
The past can be a nice thing to remind yourself of 
But don't spend your time thinking about the pa.t, 
Start living the present 
And dreaming of the future 
There's place. to .ee 
And thing. to diocover 
For life is what makes the ,oul brighter. 
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Dary Witten, Eighth. Grade 
Grapevine/Colleyville I.S.D. 

REGION III 
Jail Jacob 

HAPPENINGS AROUND THE STATE 

Teachers of the gifted in a dozen school districts 
in Region III are pooling their time, energy, and 
expertise to write units of study for the gifted. Doris 
Teague, Educational Consultant for the Gifted, ex" 
plained that these districts arc in the culmination of 
the first ph.,e of a three year project in curriculum 
development. These units will be added to a bank 
of units available to teachers in Pha.e HI of this 
project. 

The L TI (Leadership Training In.titute for the 
Gifted and Talented) model of unit development is 
being used in constructing these unit •. This model 
includes differentiated learner objectives; a bank of 
introductory, developmental, and culminating activi
ties; a content outline; evaluation techniques; and, 
teacher and student resources. These unit. are cur
rently being written in the four content areas for 
grades K-12. 

Among the school districts participating in this 
project are Wharton ISO, Bay City ISO, Van Vlcek 
ISO, Palacios ISO, Yoakum ISO, Moulton lSD, 
Woodsboro lSD, Columbus ISO, EI Campo lSD, 
and Calhoun County ISO. D 

REGION IV 
Joan Bossling 

News from Region IV range. from a review of 
" gifted program to winners in state competition. 
Reports from Katy, Angleton, Spring Branch, and 
Humble indicate that gifted ,tudents are putting their 
best feet forward. 

Dr. Beverly Davis [rom Katy Independent 
School District report. that the 1985-86 school year 
has been a year of review for the Katy ISD Chal
lenge Program. Two Task Forces have been at work 
to develop a comprehensive K-12 program. The Task 
Force for Program Identification completed its work 
in January and presented a proposal to the Board 
in February. 
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There are several unique aspects in the pro
gram proposal. One is a Helping Teacher Model for 
K-2 with ongoing identification being built into this 
program model. A second unique component is a 
12th grade mentorship course which will be coupled 
with an adapted future problem solving model. 

A unique component of the identification model 
is the incorporation of a tetrad form of the WISC-R 
which was specificially identified as unique to gifted 
students. Research will be conducted during the 
evaluation phase of the program to investigate the 
effectiveness of the tetrad in identification. 

Angleton math students, as reported by Lynne 
Perryman, have been studying geometry. Students 
displayed geometric models and original designs de
picting reflections, rotating, and translations of plane 
and solid figures. 

The next six weeks will include skills concern
ing ratio and percent. Original research projects are 
planned for Pegasus students to allow for application 
01 these concepts and operations. Charts and Oraphs 
will effectively be used to display results. 

Seventh grade Pegasus language arts classes 
combined their Shakespeare unit and the Texas Ses
quicentennial celebration by writing about Texas in 
Shakespearian style. The results were some outstand
ing and inspiring descriptions 01 our great state. A 
poem by Todd Smith is found on page 11 of this 
Issue. 

Lynn McAuley's 5th grade Pegasus class re
searched famous characters of the American Wcst. 
The product was a talk show where these famous 
"guests" were interviewed. 

All AISD Pegasus students will be treated to a 
one-day seminar by Nancy Polette. This activity is 
sponsored by the Library Pals 01 Northside and 
Westside Elementary schools. 

Lorraine Burns, Coordinator from Spring 
Branch Independent School District, reports that the 
Junior High is completing a busy and successful 
year. Elke lahns will be going to state competition 
with her wonderful narrative poem of the ordeal at 
Valley Forge, while Michael Danburg, Andy Craw
ford, and David Barrett represented the seventh 
grade class at the district meet with a creative skit 
on the annexation of Texas. In celebrating the Ses
quicentennial, the classes visited the Texas Room of 
downtown Houston library with Ray Miller, listened 
to Ann Rull tell about her many literary works 01 
Texas, pretended to be Texas heroes and heroines 
meeting at the Alamo for a party, wrote their own 
Michner-like-Texas sagas of historical fiction, and 
are currently working on an ethnic cultures of Texas 
celebration to coincide with National Library Week. 
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The eighth grade students have shown excep
tional talent in writing poetry. Scenes from American 
Indian life, and The Red Pony were illustrated both 
in artistic verse and visual art form. 

The class creativity has been expressed in de
bates, presidential role playing, story writing, essay 
writing, and research. Professor Buchanan of the 
University of Houston Law School spoke to the 8th 
graders on the Constitution and legal careers, fol
lowed by Prolessor Timee's talk on the creative pro
ceSs in architecture. 

In addition eighth grade SPIRAL students used 
Creative Problem Solving to try to reform the Arti
cles 01 Confederation. The product imitated the style 
of Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence. 
This exerci,e made them conscious of the clarity of 
Jefferson's writing. Because of this activity, students 
indicated a greater appreciation of the Constitution 
and its architects. 

It's exciting to compete. Humble Independent 
School District students have been doing just that on 
the state level, as reported by Beth Sheridan, 0 IT 
coordinator. Kingwood High students received first 
place in Texas in the Knowledge Mastery Bowl with 
Humble High placing third in the state. A Future 
Problem Solving scenario winner from Humble High, 
a Problem Solving team from Pine Forest Elemen
tary and a Present Problem Solving team from King
wood High will participate in State Competition. 
Odyssey of the Mind teams from Bear Branch Ele
mentary, Creekwood Middle, Kingwood High, and 
Woodland Hills Elementary competed in State com
petition in El Paso. Humble Middle 6th grade stu
dents invented some very useful item, in their inven
tors unit; e.g., "pet scratcher." Atascocita Middle 
Texas history 7th graders will be culminating their 
Texas sesquicentennial unit by building a 3-D space 
community to coincide with the past, present, and 
future. 0 

REGION V 
Thelma Dowies 

Ship Ahoy! A fifth grade SUMMIT class of 
Washington Elementary School in the Port Arthur 
ISD was given an unusual opportunity this year. 
They were asked to adopt a ship! The class 01 Mrs. 
Helen Boudreaux adopted a Texaco tanker under the 
sponsorship of the Propeller Club of the United 
States. Students and the captain and crew wrote 
letters back and forth all year. The exchange of let
ters periodically provided the students with interest
ing information about the adventures and problems 
experienced on a tanker as it traveled from port to 
port. The students kept track of the ship's journeys 
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by pinpointing on a world map the la,t port of call a, 
identified in the letters received from the ,hip. After 
viewing a picture of the ship, the students used their 
arti,tic talent, to dn.w their own pictures of the ship 
to send to the captain and crew. The captain re
,ponded by sending a large album containing pic
tures of the crew and an explanation of the job held 
by each member. 

Port Arthur is a port city on the Gulf of Mexico. 
By extreme luck, the ,hip wa, assigned a cargo to 
bring to the city', port. Of course, the students were 
invited to be gue,t, On board the ship. Students and 
teacher; principal, Norman Traylor; supervisor of 
the SUMMIT program, Rita Leger; and Russell 
Coco, Assistant Superintendent (who had once 
worked on a similar ship many years ago) all took 
advantage of the opportunity. After a guided tour of 
the ship, they were treated to all of the cakes, 
cookies, cokes, and ice cream they could possibly 
eat. Each guest, students and adults, was given a 
cap and a ,hip'> flag. A framed picture of the ship 
Was prc,ented to the principal for the ,chool', office. 

Traylor and Leger e"pressed their feelings 
about the value of the experience for the fifth grad
ers. They felt that it gave students a great deal of 
practical knowledge about real life careers, helped 
them see the relevance of map study and learning 
communication .kills, and gave them first hand 
knowledge about concepts that were studied in the 
special SUMMIT unit. about energy and the oceans. 

REGION VI 
Nancy Roberts 

o 

Zeus is alive and well in the Challenge classes 
of Montgomery ISO Intermediate, Junior High and 
High School. On discovering that mythology was not 
fully analy<ed by Challenge students in 6th, 7th, 8th 
and 9th grades, Challenge teachers, Chri, Kazak, 
Francis L'lOgley, Karen Leigh and Nick Lucas co
ordinated a unit on Greek and Roman Mythology. 
Beginning with a study of "The Travel. of Odysseus" 
at each of the levels, the students then went to 'eC 
a live performance of "Odysseus 1 Trave]s 11 at the 
Main Street Theater in Houston. Activities that ex
tended this study for the sixth graders included 
studying the techniques of "hero worship" found in 
mythology. Myths about demigods such as Perseus 
and The,eu, were examples using the technique. The 
students also created horoscope. and crests for char
acters from myth. such as Ulyose. and Daedalue. 
The concluding project involved the student, in 
composing their own myths and performing these 
as a reader's theater pre'entation. The unit provided 
basic information about the qualities of heroes and 
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heroines which will be used in studies on leadership 
skills. The lunior High Icvel ,tudents looked into the 
study of mythological family trees, behavior and na
ture of myth" and the bringing of the gods to life. 
After researching the gods and goddesses, students 
were responsible for the creation and design of cos
tumes appropriate for a god of their choice, and cups 
that would symholize the uniqueness of their char
acter's nature. The students also published mini
new. papers which chronicled the antics of the gods, 
goddesses and heroes of the time. The High School 
students read contemporary poems and stories that 
related to myths. An independent research unit was 
completed on a god or goddess. Students also com
posed an original myth based on the elements of a 
mythological story. A Welcome Home Odysseu, 
banquet was attended by "student" gods and god
desses from the Junior and Senior High Schools. 
Skits, poems, songs and gifts were designed spe, 
cifically for the occasion. 

Ro Morgan and Bob Weisinger are the G/T 
Coordinators for the district. 0 
REGION VTI 
Kathy Harry 
Pine Tree ISD Sesquicel1lennial Review 

"Teachers all across Texas have had the oppor
tunity of a lifetime," says Pine Tree AGM teacher 
Ti Laster. "We have been able to capitalize on a 
theme that has received international attention 
through the medi.: The Texas Sc'quicentennial." 
The ,eventh grade G/T classes in Pine Tree combine 
English and Texas history offering a perfect oppor
tunity to weave written composition into historical 
research. Students completed a slide/tape presenta
tion entitled "Spanish Influence in Texas Today" 
that was presented to elementary students throughout 
the district. 

During springbreak the class decided to .tudy 
Texas history firsthand by touring the ,tate. The trip 
began in East Texas noting restoration projects in 
Athen. and Corsicana. The historic Stagecoach Inn 
in Salado provided an interesting dinner ,top for the 
group. Traveling to Austin enabled the students to 
tour the old Driskill hotel, the Governor's Mansion, 
the state capitol, the Treasury Department and sev
eral local museums. From Austin the group headed 
to the LBJ Ranch and then on to the German com
munity of Fredericksburg. Final stop on the tour was 
San Antonio allowing visits to the Spanish Gover
nor's Palace, the Alamo, Spanish missions and the 
Riverwalk. 

Following the Texas Tour the students collected 
oral hi,tory interview, and presented them to the 
Gregg County Hi.todc.l Society. Pine Tree AGM 
coordinator is Lynda We,t. 0 
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Kilgore • • LEAP Program 
Patsy Phipps, LEAP Program Coordinator 

Fifth grade students in the LEAP Program of 
the Kilgore Independent School District buried a 
time capsule on April 14, following a study of the 
Texas Sesquicentennial. The capsule, which is lo
cated in the counyard of Maude Laird Middle 
School, has been registered with the Rusk County 
Courthouse in order to ensure a matter of record for 
its location. 

Fifteen students who regularly meet one day a 
week at the LEAP Center for academic enrich
ment were involved in a lot of problem solving and 
decision making concerning the capsule. Included 
in the capsule were a Sesquicentennial flag with each 
student's signature; a letter from the district super
intendent, Dr. E. J. Little; pictures of every campus 
and current administrators in the district; individual 
letters to themselves; a map of the city; and a copy 
of the local newspaper. 

Students also collected pictures of current fash
ions, hair styles, computers, automobiles, four
wheelers, and fad jewelry. One student contributed 
a video tape which includes segments of their favorite 
television programs and cartoons. Also included was 
an audio tape on which LEAP teachers, Carolyn 
Martin and Nelda Densman, left a secret message. 

A local monument company provided a red 
granite marker with an appropriate inscription to 
mark the location. The capsule will be opened in 
2013, the year that marks the twentieth anniversary 
of the high school graduation of the students in
volved. 0 

REGION X 
Kathy Hargrove 

"Dreams~ books, are each a world; and books, we 
know, 

Are a substantial world, both pure and good: 
Round these, with tendrils strong as flesh and blood, 
Our pastime and our happiness will grow." 

William Wordsworth 

Gifted students and their teachers in Region X 
continue to grow through their "dreams"-their 
creative ideas-and their "books"-their studies! 

Students in ALLEN have grown by working 
with new gifted friends, earning a 100 on a logic 
problem, getting a "Ph.D." in Math College, and 
sitting in a circle and doing a boundary breaker. 
They have enjoyed activities such as Texas Future 
Problem Solving, independent study, creative writ
ing, and their special "buddy time." G/T teachers in 
Allen have grown, too, by attending the NAGC Mid-
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winter Conference and participating in 24 hours of 
inservice with Irving Sato on the Ti-In Network. 

GRAND PRAIRIE students have grown 
through their involvement in various Texas Sesqui
centennial activities. They have given live perfor
mances and prepared Texas exhibits at the Forum 
303 Mall. They also researched Texas facts and 
presented them as Sesquicentennial Minutes on 
GRAND PRAIRIE'S cable TV as well as broadcast
ing them in cooperation with Dallas' radio station 
WBAP. 

Growth in SHERMAN is sharing skills and 
activities in the regular classroom through learning 
centers, the Extended Thinking Lessons given by 
G/T teachers, and the infectiousness of student en
thusiasm. Fourth and fifth grade students in the 
Challenge program have enjoyed their interdisci
plinary units in local history and genealogy, archae
ology, aerospace, and futures. Teachers and students 
both will grow even more through the week-long 
visit of three space mobiles from NASA scheduled 
for April. 

Super Saturday Field Trips help students in 
CEDAR HILL growl They have also enjoyed a 
"Taste of Texas" activity which gave them a chance 
to cook and sample food specialties from around the 
state. Other favorite activities have included mak
ing computer banners, producing a visitor's guide to 
Cedar Hill, holding panel discussions with students 
playing the role of famous Texas historical fignres, 
trying their hand at quilting, making a planetarium 
trip, and studying robots. CEDAR HILL teachers 
have grown through staff development with Dr. 
Jeanne Hranitzsky, learning Junior Great Book tech
niques, and attending the state G/T conference. 

In PLANO, elementary students have grown 
through mindstretching critical reading activities, 
researching difficult TFPS topics, and learning to 
work together in a variety of teamwork situations. 

Middle school students are enjoying the mock 
trial competition and Academic Pentathlon, as well 
as the annual Whiz Kids competition and a variety 
of field trips. Humanities students from Shepton High 
School have grown through attending issues lectures 
at SMU. 

Ten PLANO OM teams had fun competing in 
the State Tournament, but they also enjoyed the 
activities that went along with the trip: observing 
Comet Halley at the McDonald Observatory, visiting 
Old Fort Davis, touring Ft. Bliss in El Paso, follow
ing the mission trail, and having dinner on the Tigua 
Indian Reservation, where they saw Indian dancers 
and explored the puehlo. They also visited the his
torical museum at Pecos, which includes a replica of 

tempo SUMMER 1986 



Judge Roy Bean's famous "Jersey Lily Saloon," 
where he dispensed the "Law W"'t of the Pecos" in 
early Texas. OfT teachers in PLANO have grown 
through a variety of staff development opportunities, 
including <tate meeting" Region X co-op in service, 
college courses, and local staff development ,e"ion,. 

In RICHARDSON, a central theme for 1986-
87 will be communication. Focusing on the under
standing of both self and others, the REACH pro
gram will strive to improve communication and com
munication skills of both program participants and 
the broader community. With 75 Richardson OM 
teams participating in the district competition, the 
district drew on the broader community by utilizing 
parent coaches. Each of the teams had at least one 
parent coach. 

Coordinators from Region X met on April 18 to 
review the year, plan cooperative inservice j and hear 
Laura Allard 'peak On current activities and future 
plans of TAOT. 

Parent, and parent organization, continue to be 
involved and influential in GT programs and activi
ties. In OARLAND, parents saved the gifted pro
gram from huge budget cuts by organizing, gather
ing data, and meeting with key district personnel to 
present their viewpoint. A significant step forward 
has been the improvement of relations with the new 
superintendent, Dr. Jill Shugart. 

In TERRELL, a new parent group has orga
nized and begun activities. One particular role they 
have filled is serving as volunteers to assht GT 
teachers. 

In CARROLLTON-FARMERS BRANCH, a 
very active parent group produces a terrific news
letter which they share not only with their di,trict 
but also with others who request it. 

In PLANO, the Citizens' Lay Advisory COn!. 
mittee reports recommendations to the Board of 
Trustees in June. They arc suggesting that PACE be 
expanded to include additional grade levelo as well 
as special programs for the highly gifted, the artisti
cally gifted, and the learning-disabled gifted. 

The children in Project Eureka, a, reported by 
Anne Ferrell, Director of Gifted and Talented in 
Irving, felt the need to take a deep breath when 
they entered the mini-unit room this Spring. The 
rOom had been decorated to look like Davey Jones' 
Locker. Activities for two months were focused on 
various '''peets of Oceanography. 

The aCildemically talented students in grades 
three, four, and fiYe took imaginldry ocean voyages on 
echo sounding vessels to plot the topography of the 
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ocean 1100r. They studied currents, waves and tides, 
the food chain of the sea, and pollution. They wrote 
letters to the President or Congressman about their 
concern when they learned of the harmful effects of 
much of today's technology. 

The student. researched strange creatures of the 
sea and strange things about common sea creature~. 
Various reasons for the possible need of cities under 
the sea were explored, plans for future cities were 
drawn, and models constructed. They learned about 
the development and the parts of ships and how 
to navigate them at sea. 

The science room Came alive with animals. 
The children observed live plankton in the micro
scope and studied the life cycle of brine shrimp by 
hatching them from eggs. The greenhouse became 
the habitat of land hermit crabs. The ,tudents Were 
so interested in the hermit crabs that they even 
wrote poems about them. A recent addition was a 
fresh water aquarium. Observation. of fish move
ment focused on the use of 'pecific fins. The high
light of the unit was the baby shark dissection. Some 
of the children even chose to touch itl 

The Eastville Community College Faculty can· 
ducted a scrics of 'pecial interest seminars which 
proved to be a highlight for third through sixth 
grade student. in the Mesquite ISD QUEST pro, 
gram. Students elected to attend a seminar in biol
ogy, chemi:;)try Or creative drHmatics. The seminars 
provided .,cellent opportunities for interaction be
tween QUest students and the college faculty. 

Those Quest students participating in the chem
istry seminar studied the chemistry of sight, includ
ing color perception and pigments. A. ,tudents 
studied the chemical proce« involved in .ight, they 
also studied the anatomy of the eye through dissec
tion of a bovine eyeball. They also explored the na
ture of color blindness. 

In the biology seminar ,tudent. .tudied the 
principles of genetics. Plant and animal laboratory 
specimens enabled students to observe genetic trans
mi«ion, In a laboratory exercise, .tudents learned 
to type their blood. 

A backstage tour of the Eastfield theater and 
mini-workshop, in theatrical make-up, stage direc
tion and techniques of mime were inclUded in the 
seminal' [or ~tudenb interested in creative dramatics. 
Student. participating in this seminar acted out a 
variety of situation, set up by the director. 0 
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REGION XVII 
Julie Duncan 

The Lubbock Independent School District and 
Texas Tech University will jointly conduct a sum
mer institute for teachers of young disadvantaged 
gifted children (pre-kindergarten through second 
grade). TEA selected Lubbock and three other sites 
to receive $65,000 grants to provide related training 
for 30 teachers in their region and to develop better 
means for identifying and nurturing giftedness in this 
special population. 

The institute entitled "Journeys" wilt be held 
from June 2-27, 1986. It will offer six hours of grad
uate credit and a practicum experience in working 
with gifted and talented young disadvantaged chil
dren. Teachers participating in the institiute will pilot 
acquired strategies in their own districts during the 
1986-87 school year. 

L.I.S.O.'s CIMA (Creative Instruction for Maxi
mum Achievement) program for gifted and talented 
students has added a primary resourCe teacher to its 
existing cluster grouping model. The new facet 
(CIMA on Wheels) provides: pull-out multi
disciplinary experiences for students K through 3rd, 
supplementary related materials for the classrooms 
and newsletters for parents providing information 
related to CIMA skills and home activities to pro
mote utilization of gifted thinking skills and strate
gies. 

This spring, CIMA on Wheels first through 
third grade students became involved in the world of 
symbols. Following an introdnction to symbols, they 
studied heraldry, designed a symbolic coat of arms 
for their family, studied symbols of America and 
designed a new symbol for the United States. The 
students elected to mail a bound book of their origi
nal U.S. symbols to the President of the United 
States. 

Kaleidoscope, L.I.S.D.'s three-week summer en
richment program, will celebrate its fourth year with 
a potpourri of stimulating classes available to stu
dents K through 6th grade. Students select four 
classes from thirteen tempting possibilities with such 
offerings as: Summer Theater Fling, Fantastic Fi
bers, Food Physics, Video Workshop and Skipettes. 
In 1985, nearly 400 students from the district, and 
some from outside, had an opportunity to partici
pate in this popular summer program. 

Seven 3rd through 5th grade students from 
L.I.S.O.'s Roscoe Wilson Elementary School will be 
representing their district in the National Odyssey of 
the Mind competition in Flagstaff, Arizona, on May 
29. 
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Six teams from L.I.S.D. will be competing in the 
state Texas Future Problem Solving Bowl in Austin 
on May 3rd. Schools representing the district are: 
Nat Williams Elementary (3 teams), lies Elementary 
(1 team) and Hutchinson Junior High (2 teams). 

Shake Hands With Your Future, Texas Tech's 
summer, residential study program for 4th to 12th 
grade gifted and talented students, sponsored by the 
Institute for the Gifted, will offer three summer ses
sions in 1986. This program aims to develop the 
whole person by exposing students to academic expe
riences not commonly found in schools, by providing 
a supportive environment in which students share 
experiences and stimulate each others' thinking and 
creativity, and by providing a broad overview of an 
area of interest. D 

SPRING TIME 

Go around playing 
in the sun, 

Go your merry way 
till day is done. 

Shalyn Kennedy 
3rd grade, Pleasant Valley Elementary 
Amarillo ISO, Agate student 

Coming from a tree 
The gentle sound of a bird 
Sweeps past a small boy. 

T. !. Riley 
6th grade, Pleasant Val/ey Elementary 
Amarillo lSD, Agate student 
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED 
NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 22,1986 
Westin Galleria 

Houston 
SYNOPSIS OF CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

Keynote Speakers: 
J oyee J untune-Executive Director of the National Association for Gifted and Talented 
Dr. Roger Taylor~Educational consultant and nationally renowned speaker 

Special Sessions and Workshops: 
• Peggy Lathlaen~NASA Space Ambassador 
• Joe Wayman~Left/Right Hemisphere Workshop 
• Roger Taylor~Affective Learning Workshop 
• Evelyn Hiatt, President TAGT~::rssues in G/T Evaluation 
• Laura Allard, Executive Director TAGT and Reba Schumacher, Legislative Com

mittee Chairperson-"Community /School Involvement, A Grass Roots Effort" 

Added Attractions and Features: 
Swap Shop--a potpourri of teaching ideas 
Film Festival 
Exhibit Hall-over 60 booths featuring the latest in educational materials. 
Enrichment Ideas-Math, Science, Language Arts 
Presidents' Reception 

For Early Arrivals: 
• Registration will be open from 7·10 pm on Wednesday!! 
• Exhibits will be open Wednesday night from 7-10 pmf! 

This year's conference promises to be one of our very best! Many outstanding speakers from across 
the state and around the nation will be there to share their expertise. Special features and sessions have 
been planned to meet the needs of gifted educators and parents. SEE YOU IN NOVEMBERII! 

PLAN TO ATTEND!! 
Classroom teachers _ Gifted Program Coordinators - Parents 

Resource Teachers - Administrators _ Graduate Students 
Curriculum Directors - School Board Members - University Personnel 

Resource Teachers _ Counselors/Guidance Personnel 

TAGT is a member supported organization of over 2800 parents, educators, university personnel, and 
community persons. The Association's goal to promote the education of gifted/talented children is 
supported by this annual conference heJd every November . 

• , 
• , 
• • , , 
• , 

•• _ •• _ ••• ~ •••••• ~~~~_.~ •• _ •• _. __________________ ~ •• w ____________________ .~ _________ ~ 

TEXAS ASSOCIATED "OR THE GIFTED AJ'\ID TALENTED : 
\'.0. BOK 9802 #814 I Austin, TX 78766·9802 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CARD 

NAME __________ '~~~----------------------------
(Dr., Mr" Mrs., Miss, M!i.) 

ADDRESS ___ _ 

CITY ________ , 

J'HONE(s) ( __ ) 

__ New Membership 

__ J'arent (ESC Region ___ ) 

Other 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $ 

$2~ F:lmlly: 

STATE ______ , ZIP ____ _ 

__ Membership Renewal 
--------Educ.tor (ESC Region __ ) 

:!;1000 Patton: $2.50 Sp()n~or: $400 Llf~tlme·: 

, ........ --.- ....... -... -...... ~~~-." ............. -... ..............•............ _---
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For Your TAGT Files 

Texas Association for Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1986 Executive Board 

Evelyn Hiatt, President, (512) 463·9455, Texas Education Agency, 1701 N, Congress, Austin, TX 78701 (Region 
XIII) 

B.,tle Kineo,e, President-Elect, (915) 677·7281, Ex, 355, Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth, Hadin
Simmons University, Drawer E, Abilene, TX 79698 (Region XIV) 

Pat Long, Fi"t Vice-President, (512) 696·1852, 11105 Vance Jackson, San Antonio, TX 78230 (Region XX) 
Donna Clopton, Second Vice-Pr.,ident, (806) 355-6501, Principal, Gene Howe Elementary School, Canyon ISD,' 

5108 Pica, Amarillo, TX 79100 (Region XVI) 
Adelle McClendon, Secretary, (713) 469-7320, Cypress-Fairbanks lSD, P,O, Box 40040, Houston, TX 77040 (Re· 

gion IV) 
Dee TrevIno, Immediate Past President, (512) 686-0515, Gifted/Talented Coordinator, McAllen lSD, 2000 No, 

23rd Street, McAllen, TX 78501 (Region I) 
Laura Allard, Executive Director, (512) 343·1886, P,O, Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 78766·9802 (Region XIII) 
Ann Shaw, Ex·Officio Board Member, (512) 463·9455, Director, Gifted/Talented Education, Texa, Education Agen· 

cy, 1701 N. Congress, Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

Chairpersons 
Lon~ Range Plannin~: Jame, L. Coffey, ESC Region XV, Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 (915) 658-6571 
Legislation: Reb. Schumacher, Box 1622, Kilgore, TX 75662, (214) 984-3071 
Scholarship: Sylvia Reyna-Hatton, ESC Region I, P,O, Bo< 6165, McAllen, TX 78502 (512) 687-8634 
Kathy Aldridge, Abilene lSD, 3026 Shepherd, Abilene, TX 79605 (915) 698·2141 

Regional Representatives 
I Dorothy L. Prukop, Mission lSD, P,O, Box 1144, Mission, 'IX 78572, (512) 585·8351 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
VI 
VII 
VIlI 
IX 
X 

Ginger Harris, Windsor Park Elementary, 4525 S, Alameda, Corpu, Christi, TX 78412, (512) 992·5975 
Ian Jacob, ESC Region III, 1905 Leary Ln" Victoria, TX 77901, (512) 573·0731 
Joan Bo,"ung, Humble ISO, Box 2000, Houston, TX 77347, (713) 540·5820 
Tb.lma Dowi •• , We't Orange Cove ISO, Rt, 5, Box 33, Orange, TX 77630, (409) 883·4157 
Nancy M, Rob.rts, 2508 Memorial, Bryan, TX 78802, (409) 776-1903 
K.tby S, Harry, 1207 Hampton Ln., Tyler, TX 75701, (214) 566-8321 
Ann Trull, Paris lSD, Drawer 1159, Paris, TX 75460, (214) 784-6668 
Karon Dlekhoff, ESC Region IX, 301 Loop 11, Wichita Falls, 'IX 76305, (~17) 322·6928 
Kidhy Hargrove, Director of Academic Dcv~lopmentt Plano ISO, 1517 Avenue H, Plano, TX 75074, 

(214) 424"5602 
.Teanne Hranitzky, 3211 Wintergreen Terrace, Grapevine, TX 76051, (817) 382-5536 
Ann Farris, 200 North W, S, Young, Box 967, Killeen, TX 76541, (817) 526-8361 
Marcy Voss, La Grange lSD, 550 W, Lafayette St., La Grange, TX 78945, (409) 968-6713 
Linda Lamphere, 550 N,W, Fourth, Hamlin, TX 79520, (915) 576·2662 
Gen" Brooks, 904 Montecito, San Angelo, TX 76901, (915) 658·5222 

XI 
XII 
XIII 
XIV 
XV 
XVI Mary J .... R.eves, West Texas State University, Box 208 W. T, Station, Canyon, TX 79016, (806) 

656-203 \ 
XVII 
XVllI 
XIX 
XX 

JuUe DUncan, Lubbock lSD, 1628 19th St., Lubbock, TX 79401, (806) 747·2641, Ext 356 
Suo Ashwood, ESC Region XVIII, P,O, Box 6020, Midland, TX 79701, (915) 563-2380 
Jeanette Covington, P,O, Box 275, Clint, TX 79836, (915) 851-2714 
Margie Irwin, Northside lSD, 5900 Ev<rs Rd" San Antonio, TX 78238, (512) 647-3_2_07---,_""", 'cc=----; 
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