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FROM TIlE PRESIDENT 
Evelyn Levsky Hiatt 

In the last issue of Tempo, I discussed SOme of 
the myths that we must dispel if gifted students are to 
receive appropriate services in our schools. This 
month. I would like to bring up additional points that 
I think we must remember when we are emphasizing 
the need for gifted programs. 

1. Students do not get into gitted programs as a re
ward tor good behaviour or good grades. Many times, 
gifted programs are used as a reward for students 
who have been well-behaved or who have made good 
grades while in school-the teacher pleasers. While 
some of these students no doubt do belong in a pro
gram for gifted students, many do not. 

There must be specific identification criteria for 
the gifted program and these should be composed of 
both objective and subjective measures. Objective 
measures might include items such as an IQ test or 
an achievement test. Subjective measures might in
volve teacher checklists and grades. It is important 
to have both types of items as part of the identifica
tion criteria because some gifted students will not do 
well on tests. Additionally, many tests, because of 
their objective nature, do not concentrate on higher 
level thinking skills that would be observable in class. 
Once the criteria are selected and validated, the dis
trict should use them for each and every student who 
is considered for the gifted program. This meanS that 
there may be a few surprises. It is not uncommon 
for a teacher to say, "I can't believe Johnny is in the 
gifted program~he was so much trouble in class!" 
It is possible that Johnny was troubled because he 
failed to pay attenion to material he already had 
mastered. 

This brings up another important aspect of identi
ficatioD. If teacher nominations are used, it is valu
able to ask questions regarding negative student be
havior. As an example, a question might read "Which 
student in your class would be most likely to take 
the pencil sharpener apart to see how it worked and 
then leave the pieces in a pile?" or "Which student in 
your class would be most likely to continue reading 
his social studies book when you have asked the class 
to take out their math texts?" These behaviors may 
he irritating to teachers, but they also indicate very 
dedicated young workers-in the first case, one with 
great curiosity and in the second, one with iD"depth 
interest. Teachers should be trained to look for those 
kinds of behaviors in their students and particularly 
in those who have not been served by gifted pro
grams. 
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Finally, when developing identification criteria, 
one must be sensitive to the abilities of all ethnic and 
racial groups represented in the district. We know 
that gifted students are found in all groups of our 
society but many of these groups are greatly under
represented in our programs. We must take care that 
this does not happen. Although test data may not be 
very helpfUl in identifying some groups, early identifi
cation with nontraditional measures by trained staff 
will help us to solve the problem of underrepresenta
tion of minorities in gifted programs. 

2. The entire statt of a district should be trained in 
the principles of gifted education. Although not every 
member of the district's staff will need the same kind 
of intensive training that the teachers of the gifted 
receive, all district personnel should be trained in the 
general principles of gifted education. Few districts 
are fortunate to have full-time programs for gifted 
students. However, a student is not only gifted on 
the day of the pull-out program that meets her needs, 
but every day. 

Every administrator and teacher should be given 
an overview of the program so that they will be aware 
of what students to be looking for during the nomina
tion process. Teachers can learn how to provide en
richment for the gifted student during the regular 
class period. Also support staff such as librarians and 
counselors will be very helpful if they are aware of 
the program and its cODtent. 

Teachers of the gifted will need a great deal of ad
ditional training. Without this training, programs 
often tum into "fun and games" because the teacher 
does not have the knowledge she needs to expand 
and enrich the regular curriculum. The Texas Educa
tion Agency recommends five days of training each 
year and this can be composed of workshops, Con
ferences, and institutes provided by the education 
service center, TAGT, TEA or private groups. Who
ever is providing the training should be sure it is 
tailored to meet the inservice needs of the district. 
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3. You CAN mak" a difference. If you feci your 
district is not respon.ive to the needs of gifted stu
dent., then you must become an advocate for your 
child and work to see that this attitude is changed. 
Yes, the job will be difficult and ye., it will take 
time, but you can not leave your child's education to 
chance. You must be diplomatic, you must be knowl
edgeable, you must be persuasive. And you will not 
be alone. TAGT will put you in contact with others 
throughout the state that have been through the same 
thing and who are willing to share their experiences 
with you. 

The majority of districts want to do a good job. 
School districts, however, are experencing difficult 
times and we must be sensitive to this fact, If you feel 
that your district is trying to provide appropriate 
services, but has very limited means, you might think 
about how you can help. 

This does not have to be a financial contribution, 
although you would be surprised how much differ
ence a few magazine subscription~ can make in pro
viding enrichment in the gifted program. Sometimes 
your time is mOre important than additional fund •. 
This ha. been proven in San Angelo I.S.D., where 
the parent association works with the school district 
and rrovides free substitutes so that teachers Can at
tend staff development training. This has been proven 
in numerous distrjcts where parents serve as aides 
to free up a teacher's time so that ,he Can provide 
appropriate instruction to the five or 8ix gifted stll
dents in the class. This has been proven in class
rooms throughout the state where parents and com
munity members have served as resource speakers 
who enrich the instruction of the gifted and regular 
program. This has been proven in Tyler I.S.D. where 
community members served as mentors to secondary 
school-age gifted students. Districts can not provide 
the very best services to our gifted students unless 
each of Us is willing to support the program. 

And finally, you would be amazed how much good 
a .imple "th'lllk you" can do. When your child come. 
home from school brimming over with excitement, 
take the time to write the teacher a note thanking her 
for the good job she is doing. More important, write 
a note to the principal commending the teacher for 
her efforts. If your superintendent and school board 
permitted three or four teachers to attend a work
shop on gifted education, write a letter that recog
nizes his commitment to quality education to your 
local newspaper. AI the end of the school year, your 
parent association could have a party for the regular 
classroom and gifted classroom teachers to express 
appreciation for a job well done. Remember that we 
can not pay a quality teacher enough, and your recog-
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nition oC an educator's efforts means a great deal. 
My me5Sage to you in both the Spring issue of 

Tempo and in this issue has been the ,arne. If we arc 
to be advocates for gifted education, we must under
stand some very basic principle. first. When we meet 
people who are opposed to gifted education, it is 
usually for simple reasons: the program is elitist; the 
program is just cute, little activities, the program is a 
reward. We know this is not true and hopefully, these 
articles have provided you with " starting point [or 
informed discussion. 0 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Laura Allard 

As you know, a special session of the 69th Texas 
Legislature called by Governor Mark White con
vened in Austin, Wednesday, August 6, 1986. Last 
October, 1985, 35 associations involved in some way 
with education sent representatives to a meeting en
titled "School Finance Symposium," to explore pos
sible areas of shared commitment to the financial 
basis that sustains educational efforts in Texas. Dur
ing the ensuing months, these representatives met for 
a total of six times. On August 4, 1986, a press con
ference was conducted by Will Davis, Chairman of 
the group, in the Capito\. This group of more than 
30 statewide education organizations assembled and 
announced their intention to oppose any cuts in edu
cation during this special session of the legislature. 
It is the first time that thirty plus statewide education 
organizations that represent administrators, class
room teachers, school specialists, and parents have 
presented a nnited front agreed unanimously to urge 
the legislature to support these stated positions when 
considering short-term budgetary shortfalls. 

In an effort to provide each of you with informa
tion concerning these positions, I cite the statement 
presented by Mr. Davis, in the Capitol, on August 4, 
1986, for immediate release. 
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Statement of School Finance Symposium 
Since October of 1985 more than 30 statewide 

organizations with an interest in public education 
have held six meetings to study state and local 
funding of the public schools, with major attention 
being given to the projected short-fall in state 
revenues. As the special session of the Legislature 
convenes to deal with the anticipated stated deficit, 
there may be a tendency to look for short-range 
solutions to deal with these critical problems with
out looking at the consequences of such limited 
solutions. 

Between 1978 and 1984 the Legislature enacted 
historic and significant education reform measures 
that have completely restructured the public school 
system in Texas. Enormous progress has been 
made and additional commitments have been in
curred, personal and financial sacrifices have been 
made, school districts have dramatically revised 
curriculums, restated goals, increased budgets and 
raised local ad valorem taxes to meet these new 
responsibilities, teachers and administrators have 
been tested and demonstrated competency by 
overwhelming numbers-and the people of Texas 
have responded with extraordinarily favorable 
opinions. The nation has watched with awe, ad
miration and, in some cases, imitation. 

If Texas is to meet the challenge of the 21 st 
century, it can only do so through an enlightened 
citizenry, and this enlightenment rests its founda
tion upon the public schOOl system. It is essential 

that the State's commitment to more than 16 mil
lion citizens-and the generations to come-of a 
quality public school system be maintained. 

Thirty statewide education organizations have 
unanimously agreed to urge the Legislature to 
support the following positions when considering 
the state's budgetary problems: 
-The Legi<lature should not retreat from these 

unprecedented education reform programs by 
implementing short term solutions to address 
the state's budget. 

-The Legislature should maintain the state's 
financial commitment to public education. 

-All aspects of state funding related to educa
tional reform should be maintained. 

-The Legislature should enact such state revenue 
enhancements as are needed to maintain the 
state's commitment to education as required by 
current law. 

-The Legislature should specifically oppose 
diminishing the state's contribution to the 
Teacher Retirement System when considering 
short term budgetary problems. 

-The Legislature should specifically oppose any 
use of Permanent School Fund and Available 
School Fund monies to meet budgetary short
falls. 

It is the firm conviction of the organiZations at
tending the School Finance Symposium that the 
Legislature and the State's governmental leader
ship must continue the. implementation of public 
education reform or face a "human resource 
deficit" of far greater proportions and long term 
damage than the financial short-fall of this bien
nium. These organizations will support any legisla
live efforts to replace the decreased revenues to 
meet these needs. 

The social, economic and political welfare of the 
State of Texas rests upon an adequately prepared 
and diversified citizenry. The role of public school 
education is unquestioned in meeting this goal for 
Texas. Whether the goal is achieved will be de
termined-not in the 21st century-but in how 
Texas responds to the challenges of the financial 
deficits of 1986-87. 

The Executive Board of T.A.G.T. has endorsed 
these positions. If you have any questions concerning 
this information, please call me at 512/343-1886. 
These special session days are crucial to maintaining 
present levels of funding for educational programs in 
Texas through the coming schOOl term 1986-1987. 
Any reduction in the funding for education will cause 
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a decline in the momentum Texas h .. initiated to im
prove the quality and excellence in the learning 
climate for all children in all schools and educational 
level,. 

Plea,e add your support of education-all levels
to this cooperative effort. Call or write your local 
representatives in the House and Senate, or visit with 
them in their offices and in community meetings. Let 
them know that you do not want the educational SN

vice .. of the State cut in effort' to balance the budget. 
Our children are our greatest hope for the future of 
Texas and the United States. We must serve them 
well by our 'urrort during the,e critical budget de
liberations on the part of the legislators and the gov
ernor of Texas in this special session. 

By the time this issue of Tempo reaches you, the 
"Special Session" may have ended. This legislative 
effort o( the thirty plus organizations will encounter 
additional challenge, during the coming January-May 
1987 regular biennium session of the legislature. It is 
our plan to keep you informed about legislation that 
affects our gifted/talented students, "" well as that 
of all of our children, in ,ubsequent issues of the 
Tempo. T.A.G.T. needs your continued support in 
your home communities. You are the ones who are 
heard when legislators work with the laws of the 
state. [] 

PARENT ADVOCACY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Donna Clopton, Second Vice President, T.A .G.T. 

Regular and specific support (or glt parent groups 
in the state is a major goal o( a new T AGT com
mittee. Presently referred to as the Parent Advocacy 
Committee, it was formed in order to provide direct 
,upport to parent groups which need help in getting 
organized, selecting and providing service. to gifted 
children, andlor working with local school districts 
in establishing Or expanding glt program •. It is hoped 
that greater communication between parent support 
organization. will result from the work o( thi, group. 

Meeting recently in Dallas, committee members 
began exploring ways in which the Association could 
provide more effective services to parents. Although 
a complete program of goals and responsibilities is 
still in the formation stage, members are investigating 
rertinent issues and are interested in hearing from 
local parent support group,. Those who have ex
pressed needs or sugge'tions, or who are interested 
in exchanging newsletters with other group" should 
contact one of the committee members. A listing of 
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parents, with the name of a designated contact per
son, will be included in the registration packet at the 
November conference. 

Members of the committee include: 
Donna Clopton, Chairperson 
5108 Pica (806) 355-6501 (office) 
Amarillo, TX 791 IO ......... 355-4710 (home) 
Gena Brooks 
904 Mons.cito 
San Angelo, TX 76901 
Linda McCormick 
3818 Lance10t 
Garland, TX 75043 
Kathy Millett 
10304 Ridgewood 
EI Paso, TX 79925 
Myrtis D. Smith 
3011 Old Bullard Rd. 
Tyler, TX 75701 

(915) 658-5222 

(214) 278-2384 

.(915) 591-3778 

...... (214) 595-1875 
[] 

G. T. PARENTING 

G_ T_ PARENTING 
PARENTS MAKE IT HAPPEN 
Kathy Harry, Region VII Representativr 

"Mommy, what can I doT';, is a question often 
heard each summer by parents of GIT youngsters. 
For the (ourth consecutive summer, Tyler Friends of 
the Gifted has answered that question by sponsoring 
STAR SPANGLED SUMMER; activitie, which af
ford gifted and talentel ,tudent, the opportunities to 
discover new fields of interest anu make new friends. 
Response to the program has been extremely posi
tive. Classes are scheduled from mid-June through 
mid-August and the number of activities and partici
pants continue to increase. 

In its inaugural year, 1983, Star Spangled Summer 
offered fifteen activities to children entering grades 
One through twelve. Forty students participated. 
Awarene," of the program increased, and thirty-si, 
activitie, were available for selection in 1986. En
rollment grew to 159 students with half of these 
attending two or more sessions. One student enrolled 
for eight! Considering the multiple enrollments, in
,tructors interacted with 285 pupil •. 
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Planning for the summer program begins in Jan
uary. Announcement of the scheduled courses is 
mailed to the 250 members of Tyler Friends of the 
Gifted and parents of identified gifted children in the 
Tyler Independent School District in April. Brochures 
are also taken to the students enrolled in the ele
mentary and middle gifted classes. Classes are filled 
on a first come, first served basis, with the highest 
enrollment occurring in grades three through si)[. 

Selection of subjects to be offered is based on avail
ability of instructors and suggestions from parents 
of previous participants. In the four years of opera
tion a potpourri of content has evolved. Art and 
science are fields which attract a lot of interest. In 
these areas courses in drawing caricatures; funda
mentals of drawing; learning about color; drawing 
animals; watercolor techniques; fabric crafts; making 
and marbelizing paper; creating puppets; sculpting; 
ceramics; elementary arts and crafts; knitting; pale
ontology; collecting insects; studying amphibians, 
reptiles, and mammals; and veterinary medicine have 
been programmed. An especially unique opportunity 
was available this year when students were able to 
visit a working dairy, milk the cows and learn about 
bacteriology. Introduction to foreign languages and 
cultures has been offered through courses in Jap
anese, French and Spanish. In health related subjects 
classes included physical fitness, accident prevention 
and first aid, tennis and swimming. Music offerings 
in understanding rhythm, beat, and composition; 
learning sign language; handwriting analysis; color 
and fashion analysis; manners, etiquette, and poise; 
basic auto care; coin collecting; solving puzzles; 
clowning; cooking breads and pastries; microwave 
cooking; photography; and cinematography add to 
the range of selections. 

Instructors in the program are as varied as the 
subjects being taught. They include teachers, parents 
of gifted children and community people with a 
business or hobby that can be shared. It is not un
usual for instructors to volunteer to be included after 
they have heard about Star Spangled Summer from 
a friend. 

Funding for Star Spangled Summer comes from 
tuition charges for the individual courses. The fee is 
determined by the cost of materials needed, the 
charge (if any) for the instructor's time, and a small 
surcharge to defray administrative costs of printing, 
postage, etc. As a result, the fees are minimal. 

A planning committee of seven parents oversees 
the organization of the program each year. In ad
dition, fifteen to twenty volunteers assist in the final 
stages of program implementation. The instructors, 
parents and students have a responsible commitment 
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to the program which makes it run smoothly. 
With its history of four successful summers, Star 

Spangled Summer seems to be established as a pro
gram by parents to provide quality and jne~pensive 
instruction to relieve the boredom of the summer 
break. It's the perfect answer to "Mommy, what can 
I do?" 

For further information concerning Star Spangled 
Summer, contact Myrtis Smith, Tyler Friends of the 
Gifted, 3011 Bullard Road, Tyler, Texas 75701. 0 

KIDS CONTACT 

Explanation Poetry 
PREPARING FORA TEST 

When it's time to take a test 
Thinking positive is always best. 
Make your mind go completely blank, 
Not on Melissa, Peter, or Hank. 
But on the test and nothing other 
With thoughts you've learned from teacher and 

mother. 
Try to remember everything you know, 
And when the test starts, you'l! be ready to go. 
So just remember these test taking tips-
Pass them around; Use those Lipsl 

Kris Kimura 
Sixth Grade 
Randolph Elementary 
School, San Antonio 

Haiku 
SPRING 

Cool at the night time. 
Nice, beautiful in the day. 
Rains, blue skies, warm winds. 

Heather Miller 
Third Grade 
Randolph Elementary 
School, San Antonio 
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DOES THE UNKNOWN WALK? 

Does the unknown walk, 
With shadows deep and dark? 
And do fairies lurk in our minds, 
With a single little spark? 
Mystic winds and bright blue moons, 
Gha.tly goblins, gruesome goon., 
Magical elfs and an occasional imp, 
Unicorns who're mothers' myths. 
But of those creatures, none have claimed 
Their spot in magic's hall of fame. 
They sleep in tales told far and wide, 
Like prince.ses on fair pegasus glide. 
But do these mysteries walk .omewhere? 
Somewhere magical and pure, in air? 
Yet no human's ever seen this gallant sight 

bewildering. 
And so my question, through all this talk; 
Does the unknown walk? 

MIND MAGIC 

All the world's a fiery blaze, 
When you're in a mystic maze. 

Mary Grace Anderson 
11 years old 
Spring Branch ISD 
Spiral Program 

Seeing straight and not talking slurred, 
Essentials that are absurd. 
The mind does fly when not encaged, 
Roaring out like a fiery rage. 
Oh when, oh when will you learn, 
You are a tool with your every move? 
Turn yourself on, 
It's not a trick. 
Break down your barrier., 
It's mind magiC! 
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Mary Grace Anderson 
11 years old 
Spring Branch ISD 
Spiral Program 

Descrlpdve Poetry 
SCARY DRAGONS 

A dragon is scary, 
A dragon is fierce, 
Shakes the ground 
And rumbles the town. 
He's terrible and mean 
With spikes down his backs. 
He breathes out fire, 
I'm scared of a dragon! 

TrIplet Poetry 
GENTLENESS 

Soft as a baby's hand 
Near the isle'. open land, 
Sitting in the lovely sand. 

Sonja Smith 
Second Grade 
Ralldolph Elementary 
School, San A lIIon;o 

Melissa Johnson 
Fourth Grade 
Randolph Elementary 
School, San Antonio 

HAPPENINGS AROUND THE STATE 

REGION VI 
Nancy Roberts 

Seventh graders in the College Station ISD studied 
peer pressure and its effects on young people through 
a study of novels concerning peer pressure and in
formation presented by two employees of the Brazos 
County Juvenile Detention Center, gue.t speakers, 
who related real life situations. The teachers who 
were involved in the project, Mrs. Nita Hoelscher, 
Mrs. Sherri Nunley and Mrs. Goodman, said that 
some of the special projects prepared in connection 
with the study by the students were research papers, 
slide shows, videotaped programs, and posters show
ing recipes for combating peer pressure. 

Each Spring for the last three years, seventh grade 
gifted and talented students at A&M Junior High in 
College Station spend appro.ximately six week. ex
ploring the realm of "cademic debate. Students are 
given a week of instruction, a week of research time 
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that includes a trip to the Texas A&M University 
library, and two weeks that arc 'pent in practice 
rounds. Following the first set of rounds, students 
may opt to continue debating for an additional two 
weeks of competitive rounds. Topics vary from year 
to year and are chosen by the students. The 19H4 
topic Wao: Resolved: That there should be a signifi
cant change in the handling of accused juvenile of
fenders in the United States. Last year, the students 
dealt with "Harmful Substances to Minors," and 
studied such approaches to the topic as drugs, liquor, 
asbestos, and even toothpicks. Though many skill. 
can he taught through this unit, the greatest observ
able improvement seemed to be in note taking and 
research skills, outlining, and oral communication 
skills. 

The fourth graders at South Knoll Elementary 
School in College Station, taught by Mrs. Betty 
Munion, read and discu .. ed "The Happy Prince" by 
Oscar Wilde, then decided to investigate the manage
ment and/or building of a city. As part of this in
vestigation, they toured the city of College Station, 
including various sites such as the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant and the Landfill site, the police 
Station and the Fire Station. From the tour students 
learned how complex the organization of a city really 
is, and that it takes more than a heart to build and 
~pa~ 0 

REGION VII 
Kathy Harry 

Region VII offers a variety of outstanding sum
mer program. for gifted and talented students. One 
such program is CAMP MIND'S EYE. 

"I can't wait to see what happens tomorrow." The 
last sentence of Kevin's journal entry for Sunday 
summed up the thoughts of everyone every evening 
at Camp Mind's Eye '86. The experience in three
dimensional learning Was jam packed with one sur
prise after another for the 133 eager leamers (l00 
youngsters and 33 staff members) who .warmed 
around the Lake Tyler site for five days in July. 

Each morning campers chose activities and com
pleted a schedule. Options of the week included: 
animated film cartooning, robotics and computers, 
blacksmithing. journalism, photography, earth 
sci.<:nce, chemistry, marine biology, geology, drama, 
first-aid instruction, a.tronomy. 

Choices for recreation and crafts included: fishing, 
sailing, boating, swimming, silk screening, wood
carving, stenciling, stained glass art, calligraphy, 
batiking. German paper cutting. topology, and view
ing of NASA, Disney and Smithsonian films. 
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The "Then" portion of the theme, "Then, Now and 
Later" Wa. emphasized by a presentation by Jan 
France, who originated the Sesquicentennial Wagon 
Train idea and rode 3,000 miles around Texas. Dr. 
Bill Malone of Tulane, orally traced "The Roots of 
Country Music" 'IS he, Mrs. Bobbie Malone and 
Jimmy Arnold provided examples of music and .ong. 
Hickory Hill, an award-winning bluegrass band, 
created a sensation among the campers, 

The "Then" and "Later" portions o( the theme 
came together as Hickory Hill played during a rocket 
launch. In all, twenty rockets and twenty hot-air 
balloons were con.tructed and launched. 

Attendance at writing .e .. ions and the keeping of 
a journal were mandatory, but eighteen campers 
chose to meet with an author to find out how to get 
their work published. 

The camp experience was shared by seven teach
ers and administrators who received 30 hours Ad
vanced Academic Training Credit or who were in the 
graduate program at U.T. Tyler. 

Counselors, artisans, teachers, and support staff 
worked as a team to provide options and opportuni
ties for the diverse group of campers. Six of the '86 
in.tructor. who helped Rita Bryant create Camp 
Mind's Eye five year. ago are: B. J. Denson (Tyler), 
Julie Owen (Jacksonville), Tommy Eads (Paris), 
B. K. Dean (Midland), Raben Reed (Tyler), and 
Toni Haas (Artesia, N.M.) 

For five days there e"isted a protected environment 
where creative thinkers engaged in hand.-on learning. 
Once again the dream of Camp Mind's Eye became a 
reality. 0 

HQPpenings Aronnd The State-
Continued on page 13 
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ACCEPTING mE CHALLENGE: 

• 

MEETING THE NEEDS 
OF ABLE LEARNERS 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 

NINm ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 19.22, 1986 

WESTIN GALLERIA, HOUSTON 

Keynote Speakers: 

JOYCE JUNTUNE-Executive Director of the National Association For Gifted and Talented 

DR. ROGER TAYLOR-Educational consultant and nationally renowned .peaker 

OVERVIEW OF CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
WEDNESDAY P.M., NOVEMBER 19 

7-10 p.m. Registration 
Exhibit. 
Cash bar 

7-10 p.m. Ov .. 50 booths featuring the latest in educational material. 
Infonnal discussions 

TlIURSDAY A.M., NOVEMBER 20 

Exhibits 8 a.m.-S p.m. 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS-DR. ROGER TAYLOR 
SESSIONS 
Learning Style. and the Gifted Child 
Developing Writing Skills in Young Thinkers 
Teaching Thinking Skills-for Everyone! 
Problem. Plu. 
Literature in the Classroom from Jules Verne to Scott O'Dell 
Expression Express: An Adventure into Creative Writing 
Do Your Math Skills Stretch This Far? 
Simulations-On and Off the Computer 

Project Wildl (Wildlife) 
Developing a Differentiated Unit, 

Grades K-12 
Theoretical and Applied l"u .. in Gifted/ 

Talented Education 
Essenti.1 Element. of • Primary Gifted 

Program 
Independent Studies: Secondary Source 

Research 
Student Pre.entations-Creating a Lifelong 

Learner 

THURSDAY P.M., NOVEMBER 20 

SESSIONS 
Community/School Involvement: A Grass Roots Effort 
The Distance Between Cognitive and Affective Development 
Simulative Role Playing: Practic.l Applications 
Extended Thinking 
Literature is More Than Acceleration or Advanced Placement 
A Management System for Math Classe, 
Teachers, G/T Students, & Regular Classroom: 

How Do They All Work Together? 
Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary Student. 
Strategies for Secondary G / T Programming 
Concept Mapping for Teaching Social Studie, 

The 3 E's: Essential Element. and 
Enrichment 

Are You Ready for the Future? 
Oh Christmas Tree 
Do It Differently-Not Faster 
A School Day in the Life of a Gifted 

Student 
Read All About It? 
Programming for Gifted Studonts 
Effective Elementary Independent Study 
A Hidden Curriculum in Your Own 

Backyard 
Water, Water Everywhere 

Workshop. 
Roger Taylor 
Cathy Collins 
Mary Tallent 
Joe Wayman 

Advanced Curriclulum Design for Gifted and Achieving Student. 
Gifted and T .Iented Teacher Training Program, at Texas Universities 

Sp~cial Eve'ling Session 
Joyce J untune 
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Journeys: An In,ttiute for Teachers of Pre.chool-Primary Disadvantaged Gifted 
The Reluctant Learner 

Parents and Teachers Working Together for Gifted Children 



TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 

9th Annual Conference 
The We.'ltln Galleria, Houston 

November 19.22, 1986 

NAME ___________________ TELEPHONE NUMBER 

ADDRESS 

DISTRICT SCHOOL 
(Only One registration per form; feel free to duplicate this page.) 

Registration Options: 

CONFERENCE--7 nm Wedne,day, November 19 through noon Saturday, November 22. Includes President'! 
Reception Friday evening. 

___ $75 Registration through Nov. 7 for current members or those who join TAGT now 
___ $100 Non-member registration rate through Nov. 7. 
___ $85 Registration after Nov. 7 for current members Or those who join TAGT now 
___ $110 Non-member registration after Nov. 7 

SATURDAY ONLY 

___ $15 for those with current membership or who join TAGT now 
___ $25 Non-member rate 

SWAP SHOP-Pick up activities Saturday am 

NAME 

___ .$2 Grades K-3 ___ $2 Grades 4-6 _____ $2 Secondary 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION CARD 

(Dr., Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms) 

ADDRESS ------------
CITY ____ STATE ____ . ____ . __ - ZIP ____ _ 

PHONE(s) ( ) ______ _ 
_ __ Membership renewal ___ New membership 

___ Parent ___ Educator (ESC Region _. __ ) 
__ Other ________ _ 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $ 
$15 Individual; $25 Family; $100 Patron; $250 Sponsor; $400 Lifetime'; 
______ Total Amount Due 

Cancellation fee: $20 

Make checks payable to; Texas Association for the Gifted/Talented 

NO PURCHASE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

No refunds after November 7,1986 
$2.00 of the registration fee is donated to the TAGT Scholarship Fund. 

10 

RETURN REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 

P.O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, Texas 78766 

512/343-1886 
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The Westin Galleria 
AI tho Galleria, 5060 West Alabama, Houston. TX 77056 

('LN1'Mr'I~ Telephone; (713) 960-8100 

WESTIN HOTEL RESERVATION REQUEST 

Texas Association for Gifted and Talented 
November 19.22, 1986 

Must be received by November I, 1986 and accompanied by one-night guarantee or deposit. MAIL DI
RECTLY TO THE WESTIN GALLERIA ADDRESS. 

Guest Name ARRIVAL DATE 

Title/School # OF NIGHTS 

Billing Address ARRIVAL TIME 

City _______ . State ______ Zip __ _ 

Phone Number 

Guaranteed by; __ Amer. Express __ Diner's Card __ MasterCard ___ , Visa 
__ Deposit of One night's rOOm and tall: charges 

Card No. 

Type of Accommodations; 
__ ----"'Single (1 person) 
___ .Double (2 persons) 
___ ,Double/Double (2-4 persons) 
___ Single Premier 
___ .Double Premier 

Exp. Date _________ _ 

TAGT Rate 
$60 + 11% tax 
$80 + 11% tax 
$80 + 11 % tax 
$130 + 11 % tax 
$130 + 11 % tax 

Deposits will be refunded if reservations are cancelled 48 hours prior to scheduled arrival. 
Reservations & deposits received after Nov. 1, 1986 will be confirmed on a space available basis at the 
hotel's regular rates (40-50% higher.) 
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FRIDAY A.M., NOVEMBER 21 

Exhibits 8 •. m.-5 p.m. 
SESSIONS 
Fostering Creativity Using the Torrance Incubation Model 
Reliability and Uses of Torrance Test of Creative Thinking 
Time Management for Teachers 
Meeting Affective Needs 
Lateral Thinking and the Gifted Student 
The Fourth R ... Reasoning 
Poetry: Not a Cure-all but Close 
Do You Have an Atomic Device in Your Kitchen? 
The Use of Oral Presentation. 
Applying Renzulli'. Triad-the High School Honors Math 
Rock and Roll and Espanol 

Workshop. 
Bertie IGngor. 
Marilyn Van Way & 

Meeting the Need. of Young Able Learners 
Help Is on the Way! 

An Interdisciplinary Approach for 
Secondary Math Students 

Experimental Science for Gifted Students 
The Computer as a Thinking Tool 
Mentor Fair 
Continuous Progress-A Mainstream 

Approach 
Primarily ... for Teachers! (K-3) 
In Search of Lost Art 
Are We Overmanaging the Entrepreneurs? 
Seminar Units: Concept, Design, 

Development 

Mary Lou Rugierro 
Wayne Craigen 
Andi Williams & 

Micky Mayer 

Designing Evaluation Criteria for Advanced Products 
OM (Oiympic, of the Mind): Creativity in Action 

FRIDAY P.M., NOVEMBER 21 

Exhibits 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
SESSIONS 
What's Cookin in Texas: An All-School Student Project 
Criticai Thinking-Social Sciences: A Naturall 
Helping Gifted Kids Reach the Heights 
Accommodation of Preferred Learning Styles of Gifted Student. 
Using VisuaIi:z;ation in the Classroom 
FuturisticS: Making Research Real for the O/T 
Logically Speaking 
Men Seldom Make Passes at Girl. Who .... 
I Hate Cr.ative Writing! 
Accelerating and Enriching Math Instruction 

Worhhops 
Joyce Juntune 
Bob Rho.des 

Strategies for Optimizing Learning: K-12 
Meeting the ChaUenge: Affective Strategies 
Administering Programs for the Gifted 

Manipulative Math is Oood for the 
Gifted Too 

A Oifted View of Science 
Independent Study Programs 
Summer Mind Stretching 
Independent Study for Young Children 
A Pocketful of Projects 
U.ing Local History with O/T Students 
From Robots to Aging 
The Highly Gifted: Education's Most 

Neglected Minority 
The Seminar Component of NISD's High 

School OfT Program 

Peggy Kress 
Cassandra Johnson & Math Endchment: Daily and Long Term Exploration, 

Barbara Martin 

President's Reception SATURDAY A.M., NOVEMBER 22 

SESSIONS 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Parent Talk: Informai Idea EXChange 
Developing New Programs: Informal Idea Exchange 
Teacher Talk: Informal Idea Exchange 
The Many Faces of Gifted Teachers & Students: Learning Profiles 
Literature as a Life Skill 
Beyond the Basals 
Planning Rich, Academic Courses for the Middle School Student 
Everything Your Student. Always Wanted to Know About Sex But 

You Were Afraid to Teach 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS-JOYCE JUNTUNE 
Additional Information 

I Touch the Future: I Teachl 
Math Magic 
Write for a Reasonl 
Structuring Students for Success 
Brainworks 
Developing Thinking Skills Through 

Oral Language 
Who's Learning How? 

Swap Shop-Sign up for the grade level you prefer. Bring to the conference 105 copies of • one-page activity you 
have successfully u,ed with gifted .Iudents. (Include the biIiogr.phic reference On each copy.) On Sat
urday, you will pick up a packet of approximately 100 different activity ideas shared by other teach· 
ers across the state I Additional direction, and information about the Swap Shop will be mailed to every
one whQ registers for Swap Shop. 'Limited to the first 200 who register for each Swap Shop gr.de 
ievel. 

Transportation from the airport to the Westin O.Ueria 
Intercontinental: Taxi-$25-$30; Limousine or bus service-$6.S0 (runs every 30 minutes, 4:30 am
midnight) 
Hobby: Taxi-$18-$20; Limousine or bus service-$S (runs every 30 minutes. 5 am-midnight) 
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REGION X 
Kathy Hargrove 

School's out! Talented and gifted students from 
large ,md small districts are enjoying a Variety of cn" 
riching experiences this sUmmer. Region X's repre
sentatives at the TEXAS GOVERNOR'S SCHOOL 
were enthusiastic participants who each made a defi
nite contribution to the school. The students and the 
districts they represented were Susan Koons and 
Charles McPherson, Dallas ISO; H.rold Hwang and 
James Bush, Duncanville ISO; Melissa Kasper, Me
lissa Stringer, and Mel.ine Jacobs, Garland ISO; 
Vinnie Basulto, Nick Basulto, and Debbie Bauman, 
Richardson ISO; Robyn Cohen, Plano ISO; Ian Page, 
Irving ISO; Theresa Baum, Sherm.n ISO; and 
Michelle Hammers, Rockwall ISO. What was the 
Governor's School like? Melissa Stringer called it 
"The Mirror." 

The Mirror 
First day-
Surrounded by str.ngers 
Unpacked necessities 
Cold hellos 
"This month will last forever." 
Goodbyes to my family 
Leaving behind all of my friends. 

Last day
Surrounded by friends 
Pack up memories 
Warm goodbyes 
"This month was too short." 
Goodbyes to my new family, 
Leaving behind all of my friends. 

by Melissa Stringer 
In DESOTO, the EAGLE program had a very 

successful school year. Three new programs were 
initiated: OM for junior high school students, a high 
school seminar program, and an itroduction to 
creativity processes and higher level thinking skills 
for all fourth graders. Parents contributed to the pro
gram by developing materials for gifted and talented 
students for use in the regular classroom as well as 
providing coaching assistance for OM teams. Goals 
for EAGLE in 1986-87 include modifying the pro
gram to respond to evaluations and adapting Cur
riculum to fit the new district scope and sequence. 

The ENNIS GATE program had another success
ful year with children eager to come to dasses and reo 
luctant to leave! Two studies of particular intere,t to 
the students were on bees and natural disa,ter,. Ennis 
teachers have grown by recognizing the nece .. ity of 
including higher level thinking skills in .11 areas of 
curriculum development. 0 
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REGION XIII 
Marcy Voss 

TAG Students Acdvely Eng.ged in lellming Process 
By Martha Bethke 

Talented and Gifted Students in Blanco I.S.D. 
are actively engaged in the learning process through 
numerous activities that range from research in 
kindergarten to concerts, plays and trips abro.d in 
high school. 

Computers Independent Study projects, Com
munity Involvement projects and a Guest Speaker 
Series turn students on to learning. These projects 
help students to utilize the research skills begun in 
kindergarten and continued throughout all the 
grades. Beginning in kindergarten, students read 
books on animals, write stories, draw pictures and 
compile this information into a booklet. By the sec
ond grade research becomes mOre formalized involv
ing a simple outline, notes, cover sheet, and illustra
tion and a decorated cover for the booklet. Formal 
research continues through grade twelve with bibilio
graphies, footnotes and other essentials being added 
at different grade levels. Research, both formal and 
informal, is an important part of the total TAG 
program. 

Computers 
Teachers and students have used the computer 

to start simple businesses. The second grade pub
lishes a newspaper each month. It is typed and print
ed on the computer by the TAG students. TAG 
students are the publishers, editors and reporters; 
however, all the students in the classroom write 
stories for the paper. The paper sells for 1O¢ a copy 
and is sold to other students and staff in the school. 
The money is put into a bank account by the stu
dents. 

Third and fourth grade TAG students print 
cards, banners and signs and sell them to staff and 
students. They also bank the profit and intend to use 
the money for a weekend trip to the Y. O. Ranch 
near Kerrville. Both these projects allow students to 
study profit and loss in a first hand experience. 

Community involvement is a high priority on 
the TAG curriculum. The second grade visits the 
nursing homes three times a year and present song 
and dance programs. An adopt-a-grandparent pro
gram was started this year by the third and fourth 
grade students. The students and grandparents visit 
each other 15 minutes each week. Different orga
nizations in the community request programs. Upon 
request, the second grade presented a Sesquicenten
nial program for the American Association for Re
tired People this past spring. Involving students in 
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their community is an important part of their educa
tional and social development. 

Enthusiastic Teachers 
Enthusiastic teachers and community volun

teers make the program a success in this small school 
of 600 students located in the hills 50 miles north of 
San Antonio. 

An interested volunteer set in motion a parent 
involvement activity centering on the Sesquicenten
nial for grade, one through four. The activity began 
in mid-January with two volunteers discussing with 
each grade the different kinds of wagons used by the 
pioneers. The volunteers came one day a week and 
worked with each grade on writing stories and draw
ing pictures. The stories and pictures were complied 
into a book about Wagons, Theil and Now. At home 
the students and their parents constructed replicas of 
pioneer wagons. The wagons were di.played by mer
chants in Blanco during the week of March 3 when 
the Texas Wagon Train traveled through Blanco. At 
this time six students presented the book to the 
Wagon Master. Six of the wagons were chosen to be 
displayed in an art show at Southwest Texas 
University. 

Volunteers also worked with various phases of 
the TAO program such as University Interscholastic 
League and fine arts. Volunteers help give direction 
and guidance to students in writing and performing 
plays. 

Independent Study 
Popular with fifth through eighth grade is Inde

pendent Study. This study includes deciding on a 
topic, research and data collecting and presentation 
of the final product. Parents are encouraged to help 
their child maintain a weekly time schedule for 
working on the project. The students are encouraged 
to uSe books, magazines, newspapers, educational 
films, educational television programs and inter
views with experts on their topic. The final products 
are presented at a sharing night for parent.. Inde
pendent study is an intergral part of the TAG pro
gram and may be used at any grade level. 
Science Magazine 

For an Independent Study project the junior 
high students of science created a Science Maga
zine. Students were required to write two articles 
about two different fields of science as well as a 
biographical article on a scientist of the past. Also 
included were cros.word puzzles, comic strips and an 
editorial section. Students worked in groups. Then 
each group presented their topic to the class. 

Volunteers become involved with the TAO 
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program as part of the guest speaker series. The 
student .elects and invites the person to speak to the 
elass. Prior to getting the speaker the students are 
taught how to make a phone call, to introduce the 
speaker, and to thank the speaker and how to write 
a thank-you note. The key to the sucCess of this pro
gram is that it is student directed. 

Junior High students demonstrate their lead
ership qualities as they head up the Junior High Stu
dent Council. Students campaigu for office and 
decide on money making projects and social enter
tainment. Dances, games days and a talent show 
were projects for this year. The social activities were 
held from 3 :30 to 5 :00, and chaperoned by the spon
sOr of the council. 

Other activities in which TAO students are in
volved include Benjamin Bloom's High Level Think
ing Skills, Junior Great Books and problem solving. 

In high school TAG students are involved in a 
humanities program in which they attend concerts 
and plays in nearby cities. They also take weekend 
trips to places like the Texas Renaissance Festival. 
Each student is involved in a family genealogical 
study. Last summer two high school teachers, volun
teers and students took a trip to Europe. 

Due to high interest, dedicated teachers and 
community volunteers, the TAG program in Blanco 
I.S.D. is functioning in a positive, successful manner 
and has great growth potential. 0 

REGION XVI 
Mary Jane Reeves 

Gifted education in this area took another 
positive step forward through the Third TAOT Re
gional Conference which was held at West Texas 
State University in early April. June Maker was our 
keynote speaker. A number of truly wonderful pre
senters and over 300 participants came together for 
an exchange of ideas and information. 

Excitement is running high for the summer 
sessions of the WTSU Gifted and Talented Institute. 
Lots of old friends will meet again; lots of new 
friends are ready to discover the fun of learning. 

The entire region is anticipating the results of 
the Olympics of the Mind World Competition in 
Arizona. Our hrand new "Northwest Region" sent 
several teams to state and captured three first places, 
a second, and a third. Congratulations to Dimmitt, 
Borger, and Lubbock for being world class. Oood 
luck. 

Mary Sheehan reports that 64 OfT kids from 
Dumas, grades 1-6, recently put on a "World's Fair" 
for their parents and for Hillcrest Elementary School. 
The children by classes, choose six countries: Kenya, 
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Australia, Columbia, Japan, Iran, and England. The 
first and second graders did a research on some 
animal that interested them and made an animal 
mask which they painted to look as much like the 
animal's face as possible. Wearing the masks they 
presented their research findings which were video
taped for the fair. At the fair there were live animals 
which represented Columbia and Australia. Each 
child presented something for the students to make, 
do, eat, or see. One child showed opals from Aus
tralia and told why they were valuable; another had 
strings available and showed various knots used on 
ranches in the Outback and had the kids tie the 
knots too. One child brought a sheep to the play
ground and demonstrated sheep shearing, a major 
industry of Australia. There was Australian face and 
body painting and boomerang throwing. 

Lea Guffey's GfT students from Canadian have 
completed a Hero I Robot which (who?) talks, 
walks, and picks things up. Christine Kessie received 
honorable mention in scenario writing in the state 
Future Problem Solving competition. Lizzie Kessie, 
Debbie Miller, and Casey Cook earned awards in 
the Amarillo Discovery Center competition, Flip, 
Flop, and Fly, making paper airplanes. 

Canyon I.S.D. 

"It was a learning experience as much as it was 
funl" That statement by fifth grader Aaron Atkin 
sums up the feelings of all 54 Canyon Independent 
School District students who travelcd to Abilene to 
attend the ALPS program's Research Exhibition on 
April 28th. The group was composed of 27 Gene 
Howe Elementary students, grades 1-5, who partici
pate in either a GfT or OM program and 27 Oscar 
Hinger 3rd through 5th graders who have been iden
tified by teachers a. possible candidates (or a GfT 
program. The major purpose of the trip was to view 
the independent study projects completed by ALPS 
students and see what WaS happening in another 
GfT program. Abilene WaS selected because of their 
experience and the high quality of student projects. 

After attending the Exhibition at the Abilene 
Civic Center, students spent the night in the homes 
of ALPS students. The next morning they gathered 
at Locust School and traveled with the Abilene stu
dents to Buffalo Gap for a tour of that historical site. 
The two groups ate lunch in the school cafeteria 
before the Canyon students boarded the bus for the 
trip home. 

In addition to the educational benefits of exam
ining products and talking to the student researchers, 
Canyon students felt they gained in the areas of 
social skills and responsibility. Fifth grader Rachel 
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Ann Ruggles stated, "It was a good experience for 
us. Everybody was a little scared but it turned out all 
right because everyone we stayed with was really 
nice, and we made some good friends." Aaron Atkin 
felt that the students gained in responsibility because 
the older students were charged with taking Care of 
the younger onesl 

Fourth grader Brian lanes thought the trip was 
"fun and adventurous and very educational." He 
e.pecially enjoyed seeing the products and talking to 
the Abilene students. "One thing I learned was that 
it's a good idea to use live models because that makes 
the product more interesting," he stated. 

Jennifer Burns, a Gene Howe fourth grader 
enjoyed the friendships that were formed on the trip 
and several students stated that they were looking 
forward to corresponding with their new Abilene 
friends. 

Chad Hanson felt he learned mOre about the use 
of pictures to enhance products, and he was enthu
siastic about the trip to Buffalo Gap. "Seeing all 
those historical things really made you think about 
what happened during the war and about the found
ing of Abilene." 

First grader John Yost also appreciated Buf
falo Gap. "It looked really neat!" he stated. John 
also thOUght it Was a real treat to spend the night 
with other kids and to be with the older kids on the 
bus. 

Tifannie Mays, also in the first, enjoyed stay
ing with "new friends and seeing their projects." 
"I liked seeing the triiold. because that's something 
we haven't done yet in our classes. I hope we'll get 
to do that soon." 

Fourth grader Shane Anderson really felt the 
trip was worthwhile. As he explained, "I Was Con
fused about reporting on my independent study 
project, but going to Abilene gave me a better idea 
about what to do." 

Teachers and principals who accompanied the 
group felt there were additional benefits in terms of 
the friendships established between the two Canyon 
ISD groups, between children in different grade 
levels, and in the confidence the children gained in 
their ability to handle new situations. They sincerely 
appreciate the ALPS teachers and parents who made 
this opportunity available, and they hope the Abi
lene students will be able to visit Canyon and Ama
rillo On a similar trip in the future. 0 
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REGIONXVJI 
Julie Duncan 

Seven curriculum guides, K-6 grades, to correlate 
with Scott, Foresman and Company, 1984 science 
textbooks were completed in June by a team of four
teen Cima teachers in Lubbock. The teachers believe 
these are the best they have developed to this date. 
(Previous summers have produced correlated Read
ing, Social Studies, "nd Math guides.) The Science 
guides contain material for individual student use, i.e. 
learning centers, creative problem solving, indepen
dent study, and scientific investigation units. 

August 11-15 Julie Duncan conducted a forty-five 
hour Advanced Academic Training course for LISD 
teachers on gifted-talented thinking strategies. August 
found Edie Dougherty, Cima Primary Resource 
Teacher, conducting a workshop for San Angelo 
teachers and Bonita Heatherington, Cima Classroom 
Teacher for LlSD, beginning a series of workshops 
for the Muleshoe Independent School District. 

It has been said that Lubbock's Cima program 
really knows how to rut on an inservice program. On 
August 27, 1986, Cima teachers attended a work
shop wtih a "Roaring Twenties" theme. Teachers 
dressed in costume, had lunch together, complete 
with a dance contest, and word was they even ate 
goldfish! Before the day was completed, Dr. Pat 
Alexander from Texas A&M presented an inservice 
on teaching analogies in reading and language arts 
during the afternoon and evening sessions. 

Lubbock and Region XVII is off to an exciting 
gifted and talented school year! 0 
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REGION XX 
"When Knights Were Bold" 

THE MIDDLE AGES 
Margie Irwin 

Recently the P.R.O.M.I.S.E. student, in the Sun
set Hills Elementary Cluster in Northside lndepen· 
dent School District, jumped on an imaginary time 
line and went back to the Middle Ages. They spent 
about seven weeks in this exciting era with their 
teachers, Betty Bruton, Marcia Hare, and Marie 
Zavisch. 

Utilizing a multi-disciplinary curriculum, the unit 
on the Middle Ages guided the students in the dif
ferent areas and activities that included creative 
problem solving; research, organization, and time 
management skills. The diversified study gave the 
students an opportunity to investigate castles, callig
raphy, cathedrals, chivalry, crusades, the feudal 
system, heraldry, kings and queens, knights, tourna
ments, and the Magna Charta. 

One of the first activities was learning how to 
write a book about the Middle Ages. Mrs. Bruton 
gave the children a syllabus to follow. She required 
up to five chapters. The chapters had to be related to 
the students' own areas of interest in the Middle 
Ages. The young scribes designed their own book 
covers in the P.R.O.M.I.S.E. computer lab. As each 
book was completed, it was typed, and delivered to 
the print shop for binding. 

Mrs. Hare taught the students everything they had 
always wanted to know about castle life, medieval 
architecture, and the feudal system. The miniature 
castles and cathedrals that the pupils designed were 
made from a wide range of materials and illustrated 
a variety of architectural forms. 

Mrs. Zavisch instructed the young scribes and 
architects in the history of the Magna Charta and the 
art of heraldry. The pupils discovered many unusual 
terms and customs related to heraldic rules. Their 
assignment was to create their own coat of arms ac
cording to heraldic rules. As the colorful shields were 
completed on poster board, the children were re
quired to blazon (describe in heraldic terms) them. 

One eventful morning, the students were visited by 
several members of the Society for Creative Anach
ronisms. The costumed visitors included Duchess 
J arlindi Kemreth Danil, Lady Thordis Habonardot
ter, Lady Anne Harper, Lady Briony Blaaslagen, 
Lady Catrina Mac Eanrug and Lord Ivor Skalagum. 
The authentically costumed visitors told the children 
about herbal medicine, castles, calligraphy, illuminat
ed manuscripts, tournaments, jousts, weaponry, tap
estry, and heraldry. 
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A Medieval Fair served as the culminating activity. 
The halls were lined with cafeteria tables that were 
filled with original books, miniature ca. tIe, and 
cathedrals, suits of armor, and weapons. The portable 
classroom had the children's original coats of arms 
displayed from floor to ceiling. The classrooms and 
the portable contained student directed activity 
booths having to do with calligraphy, brass rubbins, 
heraldry, and analogies. 

Guests were greeted by costumed students and 
teachers. Visito," toured the displays and participat
ed in the activities. The project prompted great cn
thusiasm and intere,t among the ,tudents, parent', 
grandparent" neighbors, and neWs media. 0 

After implementing prekindergarten, Judson 
Independent School District expanded the K-12 
gifted program into this new area. Through the ef
forts of Dorys Dickey, Associate Superintendent for 
Instruction, and Dr. Jeanne Callihan, Psychologist 
and Professor of Early Childhood, Trinity Univer
sity, a procedure has been developed to identify 
gifted students in the area of general intellectual 
abilities. Students are being selected for this program 
thr.ough a nomination and screening process using 
multiple criteria. A matrix is used to organize and 
rate students' performance on the selection criteria. 
Students will be served within the classroom with 
enrichment activities in the subject area of English 
language arts. 

North East Independent School District 
Doris Meyer, ELP consultant, indicates that 

much has been accomplished in North East's E~
tended Learning Program/Gifted and Talented 
classes recently. Here are sOme of the highlights: 

High School Gifted & Talented students were 
guests of the McNay Art Institute, Saturday, April 
19, and given a special tour with components paral
leling their curriculum. 

Jennifer Boyers, 4th grade ELP student at Oak 
Grove, had two games published in Chart Your 
COllrse Magazine for G/T students. She developed 
these in the ELP class and submitted them to the 
journal. 

An Inventions Mu,eum was held at Clear Spring 
Elementary School on April 8th. The parents of the 
ELP classes viewed the museum in "pril, along with 
students and teachers of the campus. The Inven
tions Museum was set up at East Terrell Hills on 
April 16th. Dehhie Alonzo serves both of these 
campu,es. 

Special projects from Woodstone Elementary 
from ELP teacher, Carol Harle-Innovators of 
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Texas, grades 2-5, re,earched and wrote the script 
for a play entitled "Texas, This is Your Life." Each 
student researched chosen innovators and dressed 
up as the innovator and built or pictorially presented 
his or her innovation. It was video-taped on March 
10th and presented to parents and other classes. 

An Innovations Fair was held in May at Wood
stone Elementary, Various grades 2-5 students 
shared their original inventions, ideas~ plans) etc,) ie. 
Larissa Kiel invented (and documented her work), 
a belly button cleaner, with plans for patent and 
marketing. 

Children in ELP, grades four and five, presented 
their independent study reports to parents and classes 
in the Northwood Learning Center. Students had 
varied visual aids and fielded questions from class
mates concernring their presentation. Teachers unan
imously commented that these presentations were 
real learning experiences for their classes. Joanne 
Collins is the ELP teacher at Wilshire/Northwood. 

Anthologies from both the Jackson and Krueger 
Middle School ELP teachers were submitted to their 
National Council of Teachers for English and were 
given an Excellent rating. Only four middle schools 
in Texas received this rating. 

On Saturday, April 12, the middle and high 
school ELP /GT students met with Dr. Middleton, 
Tfrinity Professor, and his Shakespeare class to 
share, discuss, and view presentations given by the 
Trinity students. 

The fourth and fifth graders from EI Dorado's 
ELP classes held their Independent Study Fair in 
the school Learning Center on Friday, April II, 
presentations began at 8:30 and 12:30. Students 
decided to use an assortment of slides, charts, 
graphs, and posters to discuss topics that vary from 
World Famine to Wildlife Rehabilitation. D 

The 1985-1986 school year proved to be au excit
ing year for the ZENITH program at Randolph Ele
mentary School, Randolph Field Independent School 
District. Grades one through six experienced a variety 
of activities. 

In January the student, participated in a "Hobby 
and Intere.t Exposition" held in the school cafeteria. 
This special event enabled the ZENITH students to 
display and share their hobbies and/or interests with 
one "nother. These special children as well as their 
parents were delighted by the variety of visual "nd 
verbal displays. 

Distributed in May to the entire elementary school 
student body was a booklet entitled "Students' Study 
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Guide." Enclosed within thi, 92 page guide were 
articles, poems) flow charts, questionnaires, cartoons 
all designed to help the students in school. Topics in
cluded were academic areas, behavior, attitudes, ex
cellence and what it means, anJ a section on the 
transition from sixth to seventh grade. ZENITH 
students in grades three through six were responsible 
for its publication. 

"Mind Movers," 8 collection of activities for in
quisitive minds, was compiled by students in grades 
two through six. This booklet con, is ted of picture 
trickery, puzzles, mazes, word games, memory magic, 
crazy codes, rambling rhymes, etc. created for all 
ZENITH students. 

All ZENITH students also received a booklet on 
their literary works from 1985-1986. Poems and 
creative writings ranged from ABC poems, initial 
poetry, clerihew, limericks, ballads, etc. Every 
ZENITH student had various selections included in 
this illustrated collection of creativity. 
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ON EDUCATION 
He always wanted to explain things, 
But no one cared. 
So he drew. 
Sometimes he would draw, 
and it wasn't anything. 
He wanted to carve it in stone 
or write it in the sky, 
and it would be only him and the sky and 
the things inside him that needed saying. 
It was after that he drew the picture. 
It was a beautiful picture. 
He kept it under his pillow 
and would let no one see it. 
He would look at it every night 
and think about it. 
When it was dark and his eyes were closed, 
he could still see it. 
When he started school, 
he brought it with him, 
not to show to anyone, 
just to have along like a friend. 
It WaS funny about school. 
He sat at a square brown desk, 
like all the other square, brown desks. 
He thought it should be red. 
And his room was a square, brown room, 
like all the other rooms. 
It was tight and close and stiff. 
He hated to hoJd the pencil and chalk, 
his arms stiff, his feet flat on the floor, 
stiff, 
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the teacher watching and watching. 
The teacher came and spoke to him. 
She told him to Wear a tie 
like all the other boys. 
He said it didn't matter! 
After that, they drew. 
He drew all yellow. 
It was the way he felt about morning, 
and it was beautiful. 
The teacher came and smiled at him. 
"What's this" she said. "Why don't you 
drawing something like Ken's drawing? 
Isn't that beautiful?" 
After that, his mother bought him a tie, 
and he always drew airplanes and rocketships 
like everyone else. 
And he threw the old picture away. 
And when he Jay alone looking at the sky, 
it was big and blue and all of everything, 
but he wasn't anymore. 
He was square in_ide and brown, 
and his hands Were stiff. 
He was like everyone else. 
The things inside that needed saying 
didn't need it anymore. 
It has stopped pushing. 
It was crushed. 
Stiff. 
Like everything else. 
by a High School Senior in Alton, Ill., two weeks 
before he committed suicide. 0 
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED 
NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 19-22, 1986 
Westin Galleria 

Houston 
SYNOPSIS OF CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

Keynote Speakers: 
Joyce J untune-Executive Director of the National Association for Gifted and Talented 
Dr. Roger Taylor-Educational consultant and nationally renowned speaker 

Special Sessions and Workshops: 
• Peggy Lathlaen-NASA Space Ambassador 
• Joe Wayman-Left/Right Hemisphere Workshop 
• Roger Taylor-Affective Learning Workshop 
• Evelyn Hiatt, President TAGT-Issues in G/T Evaluation 
• Laura Allard, Executive Director TAGT and Reba Schumacher, Legislative Com

mittee Chairperson-"Community / School Involvement, A Grass Roots Effort" 

Added Attractions and Features: 
Swap Shop-a potpourri of teaching ideas 
Film Festival 
Exhibit Hall-over 60 booths featuring the latest in educational materials. 
Enrichment Ideas-Math, Science, Language Arts 
Presidents' Reception 

For Early Arrivals: 
• Registration will be open from 7-10 pm on Wednesday!! 
• Exhibits will be open Wednesday night from 7-10 pmll 

This year's conference promises to be one of our very best! Many outstanding speakers from across 
the state and around the nation will be there to share their expertise. Special features and sessions have 
been planned to meet the needs of gifted educators and parents. SEE YOU IN NOVEMBERII! 

PLAN TO ATTEND!! 
Classroom teachers _ Gifted Program Coordinators _ Parents 

Resource Teachers _ Administrators _ Graduate Students 
Curriculum Directors _ School Board Members _ University Personnel 

Resource Teachers - Counselors/Guidance Personnel 

T AGT is a member supported organization of over 2800 parents, educators, university personnel, and 
community persons. The Association's goal to promote the education of gifted/talented children is 
supported by this annual conference held every November. 

NAMIl 

TEXAS ASSOCIATED FOR mE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
P.O. Box 9802 #814/ Austin, TX 78766-9802 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CARD 

(Dr., Mr., Mrs., Miss. Ms.) 

ADDRIlSS ______________________ _ 

CITY ________________ STATE ________ ~P ____ __ 

PHONIl(.) L..-_) 

__ New Membership 

__ Parent (IlSC Region __ oj 

Other 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $ 

__ Membership Renewal 
__ Ilducator (ESC Region __ ) 

$15 lndivh.lu;J.t~ $25 Famlt)': $100 Patron~ $250 Sponsor: $400 Llfettml!'-: 

·L.imil~d to 100 pi'(lpi~,' PQ)'m~lIts mDY be mDdt' In:1 InstQllmf'lIts. 
, ••••••••••• _ •••••••••••••• ~.~_ ••••••••••••• _ •••••• ft •••• _ ••••• _ •••••••••••••• ___ ~* ___ • 
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For Your TAGT Files 
Texas Association for Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1986 Executive Board 

Evelyn Hiatt, Presidont, (512) 463-9455, Texas Education Agency, 1701 N. Congress, Au'tin, TX 78701 (Region 
XIII) 

Bertie Kingore, Pre<ident-Elect, (915) 677-7281, Ex. 355. Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth, Hadin
Simmons University. Drawer E, Abilene. TX 796n (Resion XIV) 

Pat Long, First Vice-Pre<ident, (512) 696-1852. ill05 Vance Jack,on. San Antonio, TX 78230 (Region XX) 
Donn. Clopton, Second Vice-President. (~06) 355-6501, Principal, Gene Howe Elementary SchoOl, Canyon ISO, 

5108 Pico, Amarillo, TX 79100 (Region XVI) 
Adelle McClendon, Secretary, (713) 469-7320, Cypress-Fairbanks ISO. P.O. Box 40040, Houston, TX 77040 (Re

gion IV) 
De. Trevino, Immediate Past President, (512) 686-0515, Gifted/Talented Coordinator, McAllen ISO, 2000 No. 

23rd Street, McAllen, TX 78501 (Region I) 
Laura Allard, Executive Director. (512) 343-1886. P.O. Box 9802 #814, Au,tin, TX 78766-9802 (Region XlII) 
Ann Shaw, Ex-Officio Board Member, (512) 463-9455, Director, Gifted/Talented Education, Texas Education Agen

cy, 1701 N. Congress, Au,tin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

Chairpel'Sons 
Long Range Planning: James L Coffey. ESC Region XV, Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 (915) 658-6571 
Legislation: Reba Schumacher, Box 1622, Kilgore, TX 75662, (214) 984-3071 
Scholarship. Sylvia Reyna-Hatton, ESC Region I, P.O. Box 6165, McAllen, TX 78502 (512) 687-8634 
Kathy Aldridge, Abilene ISO, 3026 Shepherd, Abilene, TX 79605 (915) 698·2141 

Regional Representatives 
I Dorothy L. Prukop, Mission ISO, P.O. Box 1144. Mission, TX 78572, (512) 585-8351 
II Ginger Harris, Windsor Park Elementary, 4525 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412, (512) 992-5975 
III Jan Jacob, ESC Region III, 1905 Leary Ln., Victoria, TX 77901, (512) 573-0731 
IV Joan Bossung, Humble ISO, Box 2000, Houston. TX 77347, (713) 540-5820 
V Thelma Dowi •• , West Orange Cove ISO, Rt. 5, Box 33, Orange, TX 77630, (409) 883-4157 
VI Nancy M. Roberts, 2508 Memorial, Bryan. TX 78802, (409) 776-1903 
VII Kathy S. Harry, 1207 Hampton Ln., Tyler, TX 75701, (214) 566-H321 
VIII Ann TrUll, Paris ISO. Drawer 1159. Paris, TX 75460, (214) 784-6668 
IX Karen Olekhoff, ESC Region IX, 301 Loop 11, Wichita Falls. TX 76305, (817) 322-6928 
X Kathy H.rgrove, Director of Academic Dev,lopment, Plano ISO, 1517 Avenue H, Plano, TX 75074, 

(214) 424-5602 
Jeanne Hranitzky, 3211 Wintergreen Terrace, Grapevine. TX 76051, (817) 3R2-5536 
Ann Farris, 200 North W. S. Young, Box 967, Killeen, TX 76541, (817) 526-8361 
Marcy Voss, La Grange ISO, 550 W. Lafayette St., La Grange, TX 78945, (409) 968-6713 
Linda Lamphere, 550 N.w. Fourth, Hamlin. TX 79520, (915) 576-2662 

XI 
XII 
XIII 
XIV 
XV 
XVI 

Gena Brook., 904 Montecito. San Angelo, TX 76901, (915) 658-5222 
Mary lane Reeve., We,t Texas State University, Box 208 W. T. Station, Canyon, TX 790l6, (806) 

656-2031 
XVII 
XVIII 
XIX 
XX 

Jull. Duncan, Lubbock ISO, 1628 19th St., Lubbock. TX 79401, (806) 747-2641, Ext 356 
Sue Ashwood, ESC Region XVIII. P.O. Box 6020, Midland. TX 79701. (915) 563·2380 
Jeanette Covington, P.O. \lox 275. Clint, TX 79H36. (915) 851-2714 
Margie Irwin, Northside ISO. 5900 Evers Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238, (512) 647-2207 

Pat Long. Fdiiot 
TAGT tl'mpo 
11105 Vane!; JatkSOtl. 
SRD Antonio, TX 7f1230 

TEXA~ ASSOCIATlON rON. THE GIFTED 
AND T AL:ENT:EO 

T AGT tempo l~ .pubU!!hcd by the TeKa~ 
A!;~Q[;i~tiOrt (¢f the Oiftt:!d and Talented. J~.O, 
Box 9802 #814, AI.Istin, TX 76766, (512) 
]43_11186. 

TAGT i~ .\ nonprofit Of~01tdzatlon of par
t'nts and profess!onah promotin~ apptoprilille 
eQl,Il;ntil'ltl for ,;r;ift..:d and takntl!d In the Stat~ 
of Texas, 

TAGT f~lt!l) i~ publi~h('d ql,lart~dy 11m!. i~ 
availl\ble Ihrt)ulI:h mcmbchhlp or upon r('
gu('o;t, Addr('~~ nil corre~ponderlL.:~ r~~lIrdlnt.! 
TAO-r If!"t1lpO to thl' above addrcs~, 

TAGT anrll,ia\ m~lnbcl~hlp b :$1~,OO, Send 
mcmbfT"'lhlp f('c~ to: T AGT, P ,f,}, Bolli. 9802 
#RI4, Au~t1n, TX 7S766, 
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