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LEGISLATIVE NETWORKING 

By Wayne Craigen 

IamsurethateveryonewhoreadsthisissueofTEMPOhas 
felt the joy of working On a team with creative problem solvers. 
I am sure that you also have felt the reward that comes from 
knowing you have been a part of a successful team in arriving at 
a solution or solutions to a set of problems. At our last TAGT 
board meeting I certainly felt the joy and reward of being able to 
work with such a group of dedicated and hard-working individu
als. Collectively the board created a future design that actively 
involves the thousands of individuals in our state who are 
committed to seeing that the needs of gifted and talented children 
are addressed. 

During the last session of the Texas Legislature, T AGT 
worked hard to see the state of Texas mandate gifted education. 
With the passage ofH.B. 1050 a new em was ushered in for gifted 
education, but as you well know, mandation does not a quality 
progmm make. Thus, we are asking for your help to insure that 
local districts not only provide progmms for the gifted, but help 
insure that those progmms be of the highest quality. 

Your TAGT board identified two major objectives that we 
need to address immediately: (1) to see that the mandation of 
gifted education continues to become a reality by 1990 and (2) to 
work for the adequate funding of those progmms. The key is to 
begin NOW. That is why we need your help. 

T AGT has begun organizing a legislative network that will 
be informed and ready to disseminate information about legisla
tion that impacts gifted education when Our legislature convenes 
in Austin next January. Your board felt it crucial to organize the 
network at this time so that we can have informed legislators to 
whom we have communicated our needs before the legislative 
session begins. I hope you will consider becoming a vital pan of 
this network. 

It is our hope that you will take the time to contact the 
representatives and senalOrs in your congressional district to re
view for them the current status of gifted education and the need 
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we have for adequate funding of these progmms in Our state. We 
also hope you will take this golden opportunity to inform those cur· 
rently running for political office about the needs of gifted children 
in Our state. 

To be effective we must communicate creatively who weare. 
why we have needs, and how we believe those needs can be 
addressed. By beginning NOW we have the ability to send to 
Austin nextJanuary a group ofiegislators knowledgeable about the 
needs of a population in our state whiCh has until recently been. 
neglected. 

Let me take the opportunity now to thank you for joining your 
TAGTboard in committing to this task. We know thatthrough your 
creative communication and task commitment we can accomplish 
our objectives by the end of our next legislative session. 0 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

By Laura Allard 

A sense of heightened excitement prevails in the office 
these days. Elisabeth (Beth) Moreno, TAGT's Administrative and 
Editorial Assistant, is becoming our "expert·in~residence." A 
MacIntosh SE Computer and accompanying Laser Writer printer 
were purchased in January. Exploring the intricacies of producing 
com":,unication "bits and pieces" from different information sys
tems IS the order of the day. Eventually it is our hope that TEMPO 
and future publications will be assembled creatively and expertly 
right .here in the office with the help of desk-top publishing 
techmques. 

As the March primary elections in Texas approached (to be 
followed by the November elections), our attention was directed to 
the selection often members ofthe State Board of Education as well 
as legislators. TAGThas an historical record of non-involvement in 
the political arena. However, it is important that members ofTAGT 
in every city make concerted efforts to learn what each candidate 
understands about the unique, too often neglected learning needs of 
our~tate's Grrstudents. We also mustleam what support and lead
ershIp candIdates plan to contribute to sustain the mandation of 
gifted education already in place and how they plan to continue to 
support these positions, rules, and laws as well as other legislative 
considerations TAGTwill advocate and endorse. The time is now. 
The place is where each of us lives. Candidates need input shared 
with them in their home, offices, and churches in each communityf 
townfcity in Texas. We need to "stand up and be counted." 

This is the time for the membership of TAGT to exercise 
two crucial functions: one, the nomination of current members who 
will ensure outstanding leadership as officers and regional repre
sentatives in the even-numbered districts this year; and two, partici
pation in the election process. The nomination form is included in 
this issue. Please exercise your right to panicipate in the process. 
Ballots will be mailed to active members in the summer. Please re
member to vote for the officers and regional representative of 
your choice and then return your ballot toour office. These two 
actions constitute the base for continued effective leadership of 
high quality necessary for the Association's presence in the future. 

o 

TEA DIVISION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED 
SPONSORS A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES FOR 
TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 

The Pivision of Gifted and Talented at the Texas Education 
Agency has planned several activities to benefit Texas teachers of 
the gifted as well as gifted students. 

Institute. for the Disadvantaged Girted will be held this 
summer in Lubbock, Laredo, UT Austin, Southwest Texas State 
University, Trinity University, and Region VIII Education Service 
Center. At these institutes, teachers will receive theoretical and 
practical training in identifying and serving disadvantaged gifted 
students. 

The third Texas Governor's School will be held at the 
University of Texas in Austin from June 19 to July 16. Tenth
graders participating in either a state-approved gifted or honors 
program were invited to submit their applications for the tuition
free, residential program. One hundred-fifty students were selected 
from a large applicant pool to attend the school, which offers a 
rigorous academic program designed to meet the needs of gifted 
secondary school students. Coursework for the school covers a 
broad range of interests including the social sciences, media, the 
arts, and mathematics. Students will be required to work independ
ently and to practice both critical thinking and problem-solv:ing 
skills. 

For the first time, selected teachers will participate in a 
teacher training session at the Texas Governor's School. The 
training will be offered for teachers in districts not currently serving 
the gifted. 

Other activities sponsored through the Division include a task 
fo~e with model~ or strategies for small schools with a gifted 
bliingual populallOn and state-wide staff development offered 
through the Education Service Centers. 

For more information on these and other programs and for 
other assistance in serving gifted students, please contact the 
Division at (512) 463-9455. Ann Shaw is the Director of Gifted! 
Talented Education, 1701 North Congress, Austin, Texas, 78701. 

o 
" ... it is important that members ofTAGT in every city make concerted efforts to learn what 
each candidate understands about the unique learning needs ofGIT students." 

3 tempo SPRING 1988 



REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP; 
FEBRUARY BOARD MEETING 

Nole: Future isses of TEMPO will report the activities of the TAGT 
Executive Board. 

The T AGT Executive Board held its regular meeting Febru
ary 5-7 in Austin beginning with a Friday evening session for the 
entire Board. In addition to regular business (minutes and financial 
report), the Board heard a TEA report from Jeanette Covington and 
approved the appointments of standing committee members se
lected from the membership "at large." Committee members in
clude Elaine Ballard, Donna Clopton, Irene Helton, Julie Lusby, 
Adelle McClendon, Martha McKee, Alan Moore, Marta Mountjoy, 
and R.D. Thomas. Each standing commitlee chairperson outlined 
the committee's goals for the year and sought Board input to guide 
their work, which began with all·day committee meetings on 
Saturday. 

On Sunday the full Board reconvened to hear the oral reports 
of each committee and to receive their written reports, which are 
summarized below. 

The POLICIES AND PRACTICES COMMITTEE estab
lished a T AOT legislative platform which includes the continuation 
of mandation and increased state funding for K-12 programs. The 
committee also developed a procedure for forming a legislative 
network which will allow the membership 10 repond immediately 
to urgent legislative issues. In other action, the committee devel
oped a draft of a Grr information sheet which can be disnibuted 
through the legislative network and used 10 educate legislators and 
the general public on issues pertaining 10 gifted education. In 
subsequent meetings, the committee will address the following 
issues: involving the business community, developing a position 
statement showing how Grr education fits into the effective school 
movement and developing a position statement from TAGT in 
regard to the permissive endorsement of Orr teachers. 

The PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMIT
TEE hammered out details of the first two TAGT professional 
development institutes (see related article) planned for LaGmnge 
and Monahans. The committee also discussed the possible coordi
nation of a TAGT "Speaker's Bureau," but deferred action on this 
task until after the April institutes. 

The CONFERENCE COMMITTEE discussed plans for 
the annual conference, scheduled for November 16-19 at Stouffer's 
Hotelin Austin. The conference theme is Giftedfor Life, and Felice 
Kaufman will keynote the Thursday general session. The fee 
structure for 1988 will allow for one-day registrations. 

The EDITORIAL AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
focused most of its efforts on long-range planning for the TEMPO, 
establishing themes for future issues and objectives for increasing 
the publication's effectiveness (see relared anicle). The commiuee 
clarified the goals of TEMPO: to serve TAGT members as a source 
of information relating to the organization's programs and services, 
to stirn ulate professional growth, and to develop the membership's 
expertise in gifted education and parenting. 
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The ADVOCACY COMMITTEE planned a variety of 
activities to enhance advocacy of gifred education. They will 
prepare two one-page flyers for distribution to parents and edu
cators on TAGTservices. By Seprember 1988, the committee 
proposes 10 have information packets, including reading lists, 
advocacy information and bibliography, suggested activities, 
program ideas, etc., available for affiliate organizations. Other 
planned activities include updating affiliate application forms, 
extending invitations 10 parent groups to affiliate, and prepar
ing press releases concerning the fall conference for disnibu
tion through regional representatives. Ideas for future activi
ties include developing a posrer to publicize T AGT services for 
appropriate public places such as doclOrs' offices, daycare 
cenrers, and libraries; writing articles for airline magazines; 
publicizing the TAGTconferenceand activities in educational 
journals; and holding regional meetings for parents. 

The FINANCE COMMITTEE focused its activity on 
financial planning, the Grants for Excellence, and the TAGT 
Scholarships. The committee recommended the following 
excellence grants guidelines: ' 

1. The grant should directly affect the education of gifted 
children. 

2. The grant should help make possible an essential pan 
of some program. 

3. The grant should not pay the salary or stipend for an 
educator doing his job. 

4. The grant should not be for the total cost of a project. 
S. Any individual grant should not be for a disproportion

ate amount of the IOta! grant money available. 
In regard to scholarships, the committee plans 10 design 

a follow-up evaluation for 1988 scholarship recipients. Addi
tionally, the committee discussed ways to improve the schol
arship concept and process. 

The LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
reviewed the proposed revisions of the T AGT Handbook. The 
revised handbook will be disnibuted at the April Board meet
ing. 

Q 

REGION XI HOLDS PARENT-TEACHER SESSIONS 
PROMOTING NETWORKING, ADVOCACY, AND AC
TION 
by Janel Owens 

The second Region Xl Consortium for the Gifted was held 
March 14, 1988 at Spring Garden Elementary in Hurst-Euless
Bedford. Parents and teachers met at 6:30 to share a catered meal 
which was followed by a 7:30 meeting to share ideas and informa: 
lion among area schools. 

The fIrSt consortium was held November 30. At that meeting, 
Gordon Doggett and Carolyn Grieser explained the consortium's 
goals of networking, advocacy, and action. Representatives from 
Keller, Grapevine, Crowley, Lewisville, and HEB auended. 

Q 
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1988 TAGT NOMINATION FORM 

The Texas Associationfor the Gifted and Talented invites you to nominate next year's officers 
and regional representatives. Nominees must be members in good standing of the Association and 
officers must have served on the Executive Boardfor at least one year. In 1988 the Association is 
electing representatives from even~nttmbered regions only. You may nominate persons to serve as 
representatives in regions other than your own. Please be sure that you have the person's 
pennission before you nominate him/her for any Board position. Thank yoUfor 
assisting us in the election process. 

PRESIDENT -ELECT: Serves as chairperson for the Conference Committee that plans and 
implements the annual conference and as an ex-officio member of the Nominations Co=ittee. 

Name of NOlninee District Telephone 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT: Serves as the chairperson of the Editorial and Research 
Committee that coordinates publications. 

Name of Norninee District Telephone 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: Chairs the Advocacy Committee that coordinates and assists 
regional representatives in membership efforts. 

Name of Nominee District Telephone 

SECRETARY: Chairs the Finance Committee that oversees the budget, maintains systematic 
records of the Association and administers grants and scholarships. 

Name of Nominee District Telephone 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES: Serve as voting members of the Executive Board and as 
members of at least one standing committee; recruit membership; repon activities of their respective 
regions at meetings and in TEMPO; co=unicate to the regional membership regarding the 
on-going activities of the Association; assist members in the formation of local chapters. 

ESC 2. ________________________ _ ESC 12. __________________ ___ 

ESC 4· ______________________ __ ESC 14 ____________________ _ 

ESC6 __ ~ __________________ ___ ESC 16 __________________ __ 

ESC 8 ______________________ __ ESC 18 ____________________ _ 

ESCIO ______________________ ~ ESC 20 ____________________ __ 

When you have completed the nomination form, please mail it to the address listed below. All 
nomination forms must be returned by MAY 1, 1988. 

LAURA ALLARD 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TAGT 
P.O. BOX 9802 #814 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78766 tempo SPRING 1988 



TAGT 1988 INSTITUTES 
By Marcy Voss, Region XIII Representative 

. . Fo! the f~t time, ! AGT conducted two staff development 
mSl1tutes In addItion to Its annual state-wide conference. The 
institutes were planned to help districts meet the mandate set forth 
in H.B. 1050 which directs all districts to serve gifted students in 
grades K-12 by 1990-91. This year's institutes were entitled ./if/ee
live GIT Programs in Small School Districts. 

The institutes were held concurrently on April 16 at 
Monahans ISO and La Grange ISO. Each institute offered three 
strands. The first strand, "Developing a Gifted Program," was 
designed to help districts explore program elements in planning for 
a gifted program. In the second strand, ''Thinking Slcills." methods, 
materials, and activities for teaching thinlcing slcills in both gifted 
and regular classrooms were presented. The half-day third strand, 
"Parenting the Gifted," addressed issues related to parenting gifted 
children. 

B.K. Dean served as director of the Monahans institute 
while Marcy Voss directed the institute at La Grange. Presenters at 
Monahans were Deanna Van Pelt from Slaton ISD and Marta 
M~untjoy from Garland ISO. Adelle McClendon from Cypress
FalJ'banks ISD and Tracy Weinberg from Pleasanton ISD were 
presenters at the institute at La Grange. A panel of parents and 
educators conducted the parent strand, which was free of charge to 
TAGT members, at each location. 

It is hoped that the institutes will become a yearly event as 
a way of expanding TAGT's services to its membership and to 
persons around the state interested in gifted education. 

RENZULLI-REIS VISIT WEST TEXAS 
by Mary Jane Reeves. Secretary 

The Founh Annual TAGT Regional Conference/Workshop 
held February 4,1988, broughtJoe Renzulli and Sally Reis to West 
Texas State University. The lure of Renzulli and Reis attracted 
teachers and administrators from Regions XVI and XVII and from 
Kansas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. Education students from 
WTSU came for a class assignment and stayed, intrigued. 

"As educators wrestle with the development and improve
mentof district programs for the gifted, we see many advantages to 
Dr. Renzulli's approaches to meeting the needs of the gifted, 
especially through the Talent Pool, the Enrichment Triad and the 
Cutriculum Compactor. It was good to hear these strare'gies ex
plained by the master," said Mary Jane Reeves. Dr. Reis-call me 
"Sally," please-brought the theory into practical focus with ex
amples of classroom application, slides of students in action, and a 
generous period of questions from the audience. 

"Renzulli and Reis inspired us. infonned us. and encouraged 
us. We will move forward more easily because of them. Ifl sound 
biased, I am; but the facts remain: record attendance-which means 
many new memberships for T AGT -and very positive evaluations 
from those attending," Reeves commented. 
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The 1988 Conference for Early Childhood Educa
tors: 
NURTURING PRECOCIOUSNESS AND IDEN· 
TIFYING ADVANCED ABILITY 
IN YOUNG CHILDREN 

bY Dr. Patricin A. Haensly, Region VI Representative 

In order to meet a growing need for information about how to 
identify young gifted children and how to meet their educational 
needs, the Gifted and Talented Institute at Texas A&M University 
(Director, Dr. William R. Nash) joined effons with the Region VI 
Education Service Center (Director, Max Schlotter) to produce the 
1988 Conference for Early Childhood Educators: Nurturing 
Precociousness and Identifying Advanced Ablllty In Young 
Children. This conference, held at Texas A&M in College Station 
on March 4-5, was designed for teachers, parents. and day care 
personnel. Representatives from Region VI ESC, parents, the 
College Station and Bryan ISDs, Sam Houston State University, 
local day care and church preschools worked for over a year under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Patricia Haensly, from the Gifted and 
Talented Institute, to produce an exciting array of opponunities 
promoting appropriate education for young gifted. 

Among those who contributed to this conference was the 
Texas Association/or the Gifted and Talented, through a Grant for 
Excellence for an opening night featured speaker, Texas Bluebon
net Award-winning author of children's novels, Bill Wallace. The 
Saturday keynoter, Dr. Nonna Hafenstein, Coordinator ofthe Uni
versity Center for Gifted Young Children at the University of 
Denver, focused on understanding the developmental needs of 
young gifted children and applying instructional strategies that 
meet the needs of the whole child. Saturday sessions offered topics 
from logical thinking to music as a natural stimulus for learning, 
motor development to creative dramatics, the whole language 
approach and use of predictable materials, to meeting the needs of 
young gifted children in the day care program with appropriate 
preschool pedagogy and curriculum. 

An invited administrators' session on Friday afternoon pre
sented by Dr. Hafenstein promoted awareness of the needs of this 
special population of students and advocated suppon for differen
tiated instruction. Continuing education credit included seven 
hours of AA T credits and documentation for day care personnel. 
Loolcing to the future-networlcing and a 1989 Conference are 
alresdy in the incubation stage! a 

Creighton Hogg, Kindergarten, The Oaks Academy 
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GIFTED STUDENTS IN REGION XV 
COMPLETE FORT CONCHO PROJECT 

The Buffalo Soldiers ofthe 10th Cavalry were honored by 
a historical marker placed at Fort Concho by the orr students at 
John Olenn J.H.S. in San Angelo. The Febtuary,1988 dedication 
culminated a three year project led by orr teachers Jeanie Coffey 
and Carol Hall. First,the students conducted original research and 
produceda living history of the area. They then sold theirpaperback 
publication to raise over $600 to pay for the marker. Then two of the 
students, Vithya Ramadoss and Jessica Coughran, used Fort Con
cho materials tu document for the Texas Historical Commission 
contributions of the 10th Cavalry in the San Angelo area. 

InJuly, 1987, the girls presented their paper at the national 
reunion of the 9th and 10th Cavalry in San Angelo. During the 
unveiling ceremony, the girls were escorted by two members of the 
Buffalo Soldiers' Memorial Unit, and the memorial units of the 
infantry and cavalry passed in review. The marker now stands in 
front of the Fort Concho headquarters building. 

Below: Jessica Coughran (left) and Vlthya Ramadoss unveil 
a Texas historical marker about Ft. Concho's Tenth Cavalry 
during ceremonies at the Fort. (Photo courtesy 0' San Angelo 
Standard Times.) 
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LOCAL SCHOOL PROGRAM GETS 
NATIONAL RECOGNITION 
By Margie Irwin. Reg/on XX Represenrative 

A panel of outstanding educators has selected the Gifted 
andTalmeed Mentolymplcs, a curriculum idea from the Northside 
ISD., San Antonio, Texas. as one of the 100 most creative in the 
U.S. Northside's program is cited along with other winners in a 
supplement to recent issues ofTh. American School Board J oW'lI(J./ 
and The Executive Educator. two national education magazines. 

The Mentolympics is a one-day creative problem-solving 
event in which eighth-graders from nine middle schools in the 
district participate. Part of each presentation is prepared and an
other, spontaneous. Each group is called upon to do a dramatic 
presentation as well. 

More than 1,000 curriculum programs from aeroSS the U.S. 
vied for the honor from the two magazines. Criteria for selection 
stressed practicality as well as imagination. The panel of judges 
looked for ideas that would work well in other, perhaps very 
different, school systems. says Margie Irwin, Coordinator of Oifted 
Programs in Northside. 

The fundamental objectives ofthe magazine program are to 
increase educators' awareness of effective and innovative instruc
tional practices and to encourage schools throughout North Amer
ica to enhance the quality of their curricula. 
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David Compton, Crockett Elementary, Abilene, Age 10 

PHOTOGRAPHY - VISUAL LANGUAGE 
by Polly James, Region XIV Representative 

"Today's students ... are receiving very little formal 
training in visual perceptions andfew guidelines 
for interpreting what they are seeing. " 

Open youreyes-and see the world from a new perspective. 
This is the challenge I present to gifted fourth·grade students 

in Abilene's ALPS program dwing their unit study ofphotogra
phy. The curriculum includes learning the darkroom rechniques of 
developing prints and photograms, building and using a pinhole 
camera, the basics of how a camera works, picture composition, 
and a photography contest. 

The students are thrilled with the idea and opportunity of 
learning such rechnical skills during school. Certainly, this is not 
the typical classroom study. But learning these skills is not the ob
jective of this unit-although the students do learn them. Photog
raphy is simply the rechnique used to develop thinking skills in a 
fun and practical way throngh activities that: 

8 

--encourage creativity 
-involve critical thinking 
--expand awareness of the everyday world 
...-.present opponurlities for problem solving 
---use analysis, synthesis, and evaluation 
-provide challenges in complex processes 
--,<;timuIate the imagination 
...-.promote making observations and inferences 
---use both the right and left sides of the brain 
...-.provide a personal mode of commurlication to safely 

express ideas 
...-.promote creating and retrieving meoral pictures 
...-.provide an opponunity to express creativity in a manner 

other than drawing. 

Jeromy Stephens, Jackson Elementary, Abilene, Age 10 

The curriculum also provides a holistic approach to learning since 
it incorporates lessons in science, math, art, and a variety of other 
subjects and identifies the relationship among these subjects. 

Although it requires a great amount of time and effort, the 
photography contest is a vital part of this unit because it provides the 
students with an opportunity to apply skills learned and at the same 
time, it is the motivation for being creative and seeing the world from 
new perspectives. 

Today's students are being brought up in a very powerful 
visual world, yet they are receiving very little formal training in 
visual perceptions and few guidelines for interpreting what they are 
seeing. The development of the students' abilities to inteIpret ana
lytically the visual world increases their ability to reason and create. 
This ability to reason and create will enchance both their writing and 
speaking abilities. 

Research indicates there are four memory systems; visual, 
emotional, kinesthetic, and verbal. The visual and emotional are the 
long-term memory systems, SO why not incorporate these into the 
curricnlum? Photography uses all the memory systems, but espe
cially the visual and emotional. 

Through the photography unit, students gain self·confidence, 
self-satisfaction, and feelings of success. They assume the respon
sibilities of working independently and as a team member. The fact 
that these students learn to take terrific pictures is only one by
product of the life-long skill of learning how ro see their world 
creatively and analytically. They open their eye8--1llld see their 
world from new perspectives. 0 
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PANHANDLE PLAINS ASSOCIATION SPONSORS 
WORKSHOP ON NEEDS OF THE "In my opinion ... " 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CHILD 

By Charlotte Huffaker, Region XVI Representative 

The Panhandle Plains Association ror the Gifted and Talented, 
the Amarillo parent support group, hosted a special workshop Man;h 
5th featuring Bob Rhoads and Dr. Howard Smith. The wOlkshop 
focused on ''Meeting the Needs oftbe Middle School Child," a topic 
which is apropos to Amarillo residents as they prepare to change to a 
middle school system. 

As Rhoads and Smith emphasized. due to the particular develop
mental stage of the adolescent, parents and teachers of middle school
age children must remember to consider more than the academic 
growth of the child. We owe it to ourselves and the child to be educated 
to the social and emotional needs of this child and to be "tuned in" to 
meeting those needs. 

Schools with flexible scheduling, a team teaching approach to 
allow interdisciplinary learning, and exploratory courses seem to be 
able to address these special needs. Allowing students to explore many 
areas will enable them to make better and more committed choices in 
high school. 

The following are special tips from the presenters for parenting 
and teaching the middle school child: 

¢ Take time to celebrate their personal capabilities. 
¢ Make them feel needed and signifICant. 
¢ Reward erfort and process, not just the product, thereby 

encouraging the learning that comes from being willing 
to take a risk. 

¢ Teach and model that we are responsible for our own 
reactions. 

¢ Teach and model that we have a choice in the conse
quences by the behavior we choose. * Teach and discipline from a critical thinking/problem 
solving approach. This allows for looking at and 
weighing both sides before making a decision. 

¢ Keep communication lines open by allowing the time 
and asking open-ended questions. * Continue to hug and love throughout the teenage years. 

¢ Have fewer but more clearly stated rules. Present these 
rules from a positive point of view. 

a 

CREATIVITY: THE FORGOTTEN BASIC 
By Joon Rivera, Mission CISD, Enhanced Learning Program 

"Our future on this planet depends on the problem
solving abilities of subsequent generations ... " 

It is an election year. Educational refonn is on the tip of 
every politician's tongue and as it passes through their lips we 
hear the old battle cry. "Back to Basics." But is "Back to 
Basics" just the 3 R's·- 01 have we forgotten some key ingredi
ent over the years? 

The old 3 R's, "Back to Basics" rhetoric is a shockingly 
Simplistic view of education for a country which was once a 
world leader in creative productivity. Countries such as China, 
Japan and Gennany have made a ttemendous impact on the 
American market over the last two decades, a clear indication 
that American ingenuity is not what it used to bel 

Do we need creative thinking as part of the curriculum? Our 
future on this planet certainly depends on the problem-solving 
abilities of subsequent generations; for with them come the 
issues of disease control, international relations, environmental 
concerns and the social, political and economic problems of 
rapidly changing societies. 

It is ironic that American educational programs have evolved 
through the use of creative thinking by their developers. yet 
more often than not, the creative process is overlooked as part 
of the general curriculum. However, in some areas. gifted and 
talented programs are being viewed seriously as bridges for 
bringing creative thinking into the regular classroom. We, as 
gifted and talented educators, need to take the initiative to voice 
our concerns and share our expertise with all segments of the 
educational community. Perhaps the key to "the forgotten ba
sic" lies in the words of Albert Einstein, "Imagination is more 
important than knowledgel" 

a 

.. ... gifted and talented programs are being viewed 
seriously as bridges for bringing creative thinking 
into the regular classroom_" 

"Imagination is more important than knowledge," 

Albert Einstein 
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ANNOUNCING ... 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL TAGT FAa CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 16-19, 1988 

STOUFFER AUSTIN HOTEL 

CONFERENCE THEME: GIFTED FOR LIFE: A LOOK AT THE LlFE-WNG IMPACT OF GIFTEDNESS 

Dr. Felice Kaufman will discuss her research on Presidential Scholars, outlining life patterns, what helped and what hindered them. 

The second keynote session willJeature a panel oj gifted adults. including Presidential Scholars and graduates of Texas' gifted 
programs. who will discuss the impact of their school experiences. 

CONFERENCE STRANDS 

Developing GIT programs for Small Populations 

Administrators 

Program and Student Evaluation 

Independent Schools 

Primmy Programming 

Exemplary Practices for the Classroom 

Advocacy for the Gifted 

Parenting the Gifted 

Outstanding practitioners Jrom Texas will share their 'xperiences in implementing successful gifted and talented programs. 

T AGT "GRANT FOR EXCELLENCE" BENEFITS REGION X PARENTS 
by Marta Mountjoy, Garland GIT program administrator 

Many parents in Region X would not be attending quarterly parent education seminars had it not been for the 1987-88 TAGT 
GrantJor Excellence Award. 

TheRegionXParentEducation Co-op. supported by TAGTseed money, provides funding for fout evening parent programs within 
the Dallas area. Based on a collaborative concept, area Grr coordinators composed a list of topics and sites for the parent gatherings. 
Marta Mountjoy. Garland Grrprogram administrator. arranges for the speakers, designs fliers. and serves as the fiscal agent for the unique 
parent co-op. 

Each parent program is held in a different Region X school district. Fliers are distributed to all interested parents through Grr parent 
organizations and district Grr program offices. If the parents are TAGT members, they pay a nominal fee to attend each program, or 
as non-members, they pay a higher fee for the one-time attendance. 

This year the topics and speakers have included: 

DO AS I DO, NOT AS I SAY, Dr. Paul Slocumb 
PARENTING YOUNG ABLE CHILDREN, Dr. Bertie Kingore 
SELF-ESTEEM AND THE GIFTED CHILD. Dr. Nancy Amos 
PARENTS AND GIFTED CHILDREN, Dr. John McFarland 

Over fifty parents have attended and enjoyed each parent program in the series. As a result, the seminars will continue throughout 
the next school year. For further information. Call Marta Mounyoy, (214) 494-8285. 
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WHAT DOES TAGT OFFER PARENTS? 

>l< Student and parent scholarships 

>I< Listing of summer school opportunities 

>l< Grants-in-aid (parent awards) 

>l< Networking through regional representatives 

>I< Affiliate status for parent organizations with the privileges of 
a free conference registration and a speaker for local meetings 

>l< Special mailing to parent organizations describing relevant sessions 
for parents at the annual conference 

>l< Austin office serves as clearinghouse for information, appropriate referrals 

'" Sponsorship of regional workshops 

>I< Information on appropriate advocacy techniques for parents 

* Presenters available on request 

>I< Updated legislative information 

HOW TO BE "PLEASANTLY, PRODUCTIVELY, POSITIVELY PUSHY" 
by Julie Jackson Lusby, President, Cypress-Fairbanks Association/or the Education of the Academically Talented 
(reprimed with permission o/Cy-Fair AEAT) 

1 was an angry parent. There, that wasn't SO hard. 1 wrote angry, impassioned letters to the editors and chewed out teachers and 
counselors. 1 complained bitterly to friends, relatives, neighbors, and anyone who had the misfortune to innocently ask how the kids 
were doing in school. I ranted and 1 raved. 1 put aside my beloved Stephen King novels for books on gifted education. They stood in 
piles on the night stand and covered the kitchen table.l threatened home schooling and even changed schools, briefly. It was a stressful 
dirty job, but 1 felt it was my duty. 

As an angry parent 1 accomplished much. 1 alienated many dedicated people under pressure from their superiors and their 
workload. 1 earned the unenviable reputation of a braggart on an ego trip. Not a few would have given me the title of puppeteer for 
their perception of my manipulation of my "poor" children. And 1 can personally attest to the acquisition of a sleep disorder and. in 
the end, an attitude of hopelessness. Needless 10 say, these were not the gains 1 expected from my crusade. 

All things considered, it's nO wonder that my angry approach failed. How many of uS are eager 10 work at something after we've 
been berated fornotdoing it? Roger Taylor says we should be pleasantly. productively, positively pushy. Yes, tell them aboutproblems 
but avoid placing blame. Ask how you can help. Work with with your child's teacher, counselor, and administrator. Volunteering might 
help free up a teacher so helshe has more time for enrichment. Also, hefshe may have suggestions for home projects. Yes, we send 
our children 10 school for an education, but how many of uS began that education at home? Let's channel the energy from any anger 
about shortcomings in the system into pleasant, positive productivity for your child's total educational experience. 
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These poems were part of the key note address delivered by George Betts at TAGIs 10th Annual Conference, November, 1987. 

As Your Parent, 
I Wi II ... 

by Donnl and George Betts 

As your parent, 
I am here to he lp you grow, 

to nurture you, 
to love you unconditionally, 

to he lp you to become 
what you are fully capable of becoming. 

I will try to accept you as you are 
and hope you will try to accept me as lam. 

I will be honest with you In our communication 
and listen to your ideas, dreams, 

disappointments and accompltshments 
without judging. 

At times I may frustrate you 
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when I wi /I not think or act for you. 

I will provide opportunities for you 
to discover your "passion" area of learning,' 

and share my "passions" with you. 

I will provide you with opportunities 
to become responsible for yourself, 

and give you the necessary skIlls, Ideas 
and attitudes to ignite your desire 
for becoming a ltfe-long learner. 

I w Illaccep t you as a un I que, 
marvelous Individual, 

with your own ways of ltvlng 
and learning and growIng, 

And above all, I wi IT love you, 
just as you are. 

12 
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Dr. Betts is Assistant Professor of Special Education and Director of the Center for the Education and Study of the Gifted at the 
University of Northem Colorado, Greeley, Colorado. 

As your teacher, 
I will try to accept 

each of you as you are 
and I hope you wi 11 try 
to accept me as I am. 

I want you to know me as a person, 
not just as a teacher, 

and I want to know each 
of you as an Individual. 

Rather than consider you 
as just my student, 

I want to facilitate 
your total growth. 

I may fustrate you 
when I will not think 

or act for you, 

But I will provide opportunities for you 
to discover your"passion "areas of learning 

and share my "passions" with you. 

I will perce Ive you as a "I earner D 

rather than a ·student" 
and allow you to become 
responsible for yourself. 

I wf11 provide you with the skillS, 
concepts and attitudes to become 

lffe-long learners. 

And I will be satisfied when you do not need me 
as a teacher because the best teachers 

are thOse you will never need again. 

I will remember you long after 
u have left m class ... 
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TEXAS FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING PROGRAM 
lJy Tom Priem, State Director 

• What Is II? The Texas Future Problem Solving (FPS) Program. sponsored by the Texas Education Agency and conducted 
by Austin ISD. is both a year-long cwriculum project and a program of slate and international competition for gifted and talented 
students in kindergarten through grade 12. FPS. which involves 4th through 12th graders. fosters creative. analytical, andfuturistic 
thinking in students who develop solutions to problems of the future. The Primary Division, for kindergarten through third grade, 
is a non-competitive program in which students examine present-day problems. 

The challenging materials oftheFPS Program are designed to motivate students to (1) develop creative thinking. (2) increase their 
awareness ofand interest in the future, (3) improve oral and written communication skills, (4) learn and utilize problem solving 
strategies, (5) develop and improve research techniques, (6) develop critical and analytical thinking skills, and (7) acquire 
teamwork skills. 

How doe. it work? FPS students may participate in three components of the program according to grade level: Junior 
Division. grades 4 to 6: Intermediate Division, grades 7 to 9; and Senior Divison, grades 10 to 12. 

In Future Problem Solving, teams of four students, under the supervision of a coach, research three topics each year. Topics in 
recent years have included endangered species. world hunger, artifical intelligence, the American legal system, impact of the 
media on society, acid rain. the elderly, and "pace travel. 

After the research phase, teams apply the creative problem solving process to the topic under study. Students brainstorm possible 
underlying problems, select One problem for creative attack, brainstorm alternative solutions, evaluate the solutions, elaborate on 
the best solution, and develop a plan for implementing the best solution. Through this sttuctured approach ID problem solving, 
students become fluent, flexible. original. and elaborative thinkers. 

For each of the three topics. the teams compile their ideas into booklets, which they forward to the Texas FPS office for evaluation 
and feedback. Based on the results from the evaluation of the third booklet submitted each year, outstanding teams are invited to 
participate in the Texas Future Problem Solving Bowl in Austin for a weekend of competitive problem solving, meetings, and 
social activities. The three winning teams (one for each divison) advance to the international competition. 

In Community Problem Solving, a second FPS component, teams select problems in their schools. communities. Slate or nation 
to address through the creative problem solving process. Since the teams actually implement their best solution, both the students 
and their communities benefit from their work. 

The Scenario Writing component provides an opportunity for individual students to devlop short stories in whiCh they examine 
what effects the solutions that their teams have developed during the year might have on future society. 

Winning Community Problem Solving teams and Scenario Writing authors make presenlations at the Texas FPS bowl and 
compete for international recognition as well. 

In the Primary Division. teams of students explore three topics each year and apply the creative problem solving process to 
problems that are drafted to capture the attention and imagination of students on the primary level. The teams Or their coaches enter 
their ideas into booklets, which are evaluated on the Slate level and returned to the students with praise and suggestions for 
improvement 

• How can you get involved? FPS will host its sixth annual Summer Coaching Conference in Austin from August 17 to 
August 20 for new and experienced FPS and Primary Division coaches. For information about the conference or the program in 
general. conlact Tom Priem, Ethel Forte, or Chris Funderburgh at (512) 447-0529 or write to: Texas Future Problem Solving 
Program, Pleasant Hill Annex, 305 North Bluff Drive, Austin, Texas 78745. 

o 
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FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING FROM A PARENT'S PERSPECTIVE 
By Pam Weltstein, Parent 
Windsor Park Elementary, Corpus Christi 

Fuzzy situations! Problem statements I Criteria for liIe main solution! 

When my daughter became inVOlved in liIe Texas FlIlure Problem Solving Program last year as a sixlil-grader, I heard liIese 
terms, but I had no idea what liIis business was about. By the time she and her teammates competed at the International Competition 
in Michigan last June, I had learned a lot! 

I found thatFutur. Problem Solving was an excellent melilod for students to learn to appreciate liIe value of team work, to sharpen 
both liIeir language and criticallilinking skills, to gain a wealth of knowledge about important world problems, and to develop stronger 
self-concepts. 

Students across liIe country in gtlldes four through twelve study the same three topics during liIe school year. The Ihird written 
activity is the one scored by state-Ieveljudges to determine which teams will be invited to liIe annual state competition. The top ten percent 
of 1iI0se entered in each division are invited to the state bowl to compete on anolilertopic. Divisions are Junior (grades 4-6); Intermediate 
(grades 7-9); and Senior (grades 10-12). The University of Texas hosts our contest 

Basically, the competition involves analyzing a "fuzzy" situation related to liIe topic to be studied. The individual groups oftbree 
or four students then have a set amount of time to discuss and record twenty problems associated with liIis situation and then designate 
a main problem. They proceed to seiect20 solutions to that main problem and then narrow the list to liIe one best solution. Details about 
the implementation of that solution are then recorded. 

Originality and creativity are rewarded with extra points in the judging, asis the elaboration oClile ideas and evidence of research. 
The judges' comments seem to be positive and motivating for the srodents. 

Parents can playa very active role in helping make F lIlure Problem Solving a positive experience for their children. Discussing 
the topics and related problems helps them become knowledgeable and excited aboutlile subject. 

Our children will be well-informed leaders of tomorrow because they have dealt wilil such recentFPS topics as "The Elderly," 
"Water," "Garbage," "D1iteracy," and "Space Travel." What great insight and problem-solving skills we are offering them! 

Q 

INVENT AMERICA! PROGRAM OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO PRACTICE 
INVENTION PROCESS 

INVENT AMERICA! is a movement offered in many of the nation's schools to provide opportunities for children to use the inven
tion process as an aid in learning and applying critical and creative liIinking skills. It has become a national effort wilil a recognition 
program for students, teachers, schools, and school districts. 

According to Donald J. Quigg, Assistant Secretary and Commissioner of Patents and Trad!:marks, the "inventive spirit in America is 
waning. Our major trading partners are taking over technology leadership." Sponsored by the United States Patent Model Foundation, 
a private, non-profit organization,INVENT AMERICA! is funded by corporate sponsors, including Caterpillar Tractor, Dow 
Chemical, MasterCard International, Inc .. and others. 

Materials available from the program include steps in starting a program, sample letters In parents and volunteers, suggestions on 
finding local support for liIe program, and classroom helps. The address for INVENT AMERICA! is 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
N.W. Suite 903. Washington, D.C. 20004. The telephone number is (202) 737-1837. Q 
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COACHING FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING 
by Suzanne Patty, Region VIII Representarive 

What will the world be like in the year 20 1O? Can we 
imagine its society, its food and energy sources, its education and 
technology? Students participating in the Texas Future Problem 
Solving Program project into the future about these and many 
more topics. Based on their research, they devise creative solu
tions to problems in these areas. 

Pam Christian, Public Information Officer for the Paris 
Independent SchoOl district, has been involved in Future Prob
lemSolving sinceitbegan in Texas in 1980. Then a middle school 
teacher in Paris' gifted program, SOCRA1ES, Mrs. Christian 
coached teams to state competition that first year, and has done 
so every year since. In 1982, she and her husband moved to 
Nacogdoches, Texas, where she started a middle school gifted 
program in the Hudson ISD and inc1udedFPS in the curriculum. 
In 1986, after moving back to Paris, she began coaching high 
school FPS teams, with one of her senior teams placing third in 
the state that year. In 1987 that same team placed first at the State 
Bowl and continued on to represent Texas at the International 
Bowl in Ann Arbor, Michigan last summer. Her intermediate 
team placed second at state that year as well and missed going On 
to the International Bowl by one point. 

"Future Problem Solving is a curriculum for gifted students 
in itself," Mrs. Christian stated. "Students improve in the obvious 
areas of research and creative thinking; but, in addition, students 
learn to think creatively 'on their feet' and to solve problems 
among themselves," she continued. "What they learn in Future 
Problem Solving carries over into their every day lives-they 
become better problem solvers in everything they do!" 

o 

TAGT MEMBERS URGED TO ADVOCATE 

FOR G/T THROUGH EDUCATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

"TAGT members can serve gifted and talented education 
through other professional organizations," said Dr. Bertie Kingore, 
past-president of TAGT. 

Dr. Kingore and Wayne Craigen, TAOT president, serve as 
co-chairpersons of the Professional Development Committee, 
which is urging all TAOT members to become active advocates for 
orr in the other professional organizations to which they belong. 

According to Craigen, ''T AGT members can promote gifted 
and talented strands in conferences and conventions of those or
ganizations by submining proposals personally or by encouraging 
orr sessions on the organizations' programs." 

o 

Stephanie Haynes, Martin Beversdorf, Casey Inge and Merritt Gibbons (left to right) look Over notes and discuss last 
minute details before solving their problem on "Impact of the Media" at the International Bowl last summer. 
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PROBLEM SOLVING SKILLS PREPARE 
STUDENTS FOR PRODUCTIVE FUTURES 

by Wendy Dickson. TAG Teacher. Greenville ISD 

Few educators would disagree with the premise that our 
major goal is to prepare students to be productive participants 
in an ever more complex society. Technologies are advancing 
SO rapidly that itis virtually impossible to impart even a fraction 
of all available "knowledge" to our students. It is my conviction 
that the best preparation we can give students is the ability to ef
fectively solve problems. 

Problem solving skills are too often relegated to the math 
curriculum. It is dangerous to teach problem solving as an 
algorithm or "set of steps" to be follOWed. We need to discuss 
multiple solution pathways. not just answers. We need to find 
ways to introduce skills of problem solving so that students see 
applications in all content areas--<III heuristic approach. 

"Heuristic aims at generality. at the study ofprocedures 
which are independent of the subject matter and apply to all 

sorts of problems. " 
George Polya 

The effective problem solver must be able to use both 
logical (vertical) and creative (lateral) strategies. YerticaI and 
lateral skills should he taught separately. Once learned, the 
problem-solver can blend the two kinds of strategies in a variety 
of ways. 

There is no one "best" model of problem solving. We 
should expose our students to many models. Sources of models 
include: John Dewey, George Polya, Arthur Whimbey, Sidney 
Parnes, W J J. Gordon. the "scientifIC method." There are 
others. 

There are many excellentbooks on problem solving avail
able. It is difficult in limited space to decide which to recom
mend. For lateral strategies, I would begin with Edward 
deBono's Lateral Thinking. In fact, any book by deBono is 
excellent Also consider Sidney Parnes' The Magic of Your 
Mind: Robert H. McKim's Thinking Visually: A Strategy 
ManualforProblem-Solving:RobertEberle'sScamper: W J.J. 
Gordon's Synectics: E. Paul Torrance's The Searchfor Satori 
and Creativity;] L. Adams' Conceptual Blockbusting: A Guide 
to Better Ideas. 

The following books include general problem solving 
strategies and/or critical (vertical) skills. I would begin with 
Problem-Solving and Comprehension by Arthur Whimbey and 
IackLockhead. Also consider GeorgePolya'sHowtoSo/veIt; 
Charles Randall and Frank Lester's Teaching Problem-Solv
inrWhat. Why and How: and S. Krulik and I.A. RudniCk's 
Problem Solvlng--A. Handbookfor Teachers. Dale Seymour 
Publications. Creative Publications. and Creative Learning 
Systems have excellent problem solving materials. 
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The only prerequisites for teaching problem solving are: 

-Your belief that it is absolutely essential; 
-A classroom environment where students can be risk-
takers; 
-The ability to effectively communicate problem solving 
strategies to your students; and 
-A variety of problem sources (real problems and life
simulation problems). 

Excellent programs relating to problem solving are Odyssey of the 
Mind. Furure Problem Solving Bowl. and Invent America. 

In conclusion. we must not aSSume students become problem 
solvers by answering the questions in their textbooks. Problems 
presented in books are generally well-defined with precise parame
ters. Life presents uS with few well-defined problems. I believe the 
teaching of problem solving is acritical issue in education curricula. 
We need to find systematic ways to teach problem solving heuris
tics in all content areas from kindergarten thtough twelfth grade. To 
do otherwise is to leave students ill-prepared for the twenty-first 
century. 0 

"We need to discuss Multiple solution pathways, not 
just answers ... " 

"We need to find ways to introduce skills of problem 
solving so that students see applications in all 
content areas ... " 
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TEXAS ODYSSEY OF THE MIND .•.. JVST THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG 

Micky S. Mayer, State Director, Odyssey of the Mind 

With 332 memberships so far, Texas Odyssey of/he Mind is well on its way this year. Approximately 9000 students in Texas participate 
in OM, making Texas the fourth-largest contingent in the world standings. 

Odyssey of/he Mind is not just for academically gifted students; it serves students in all grades by competition division. We have so many 
creatively gifted and taiented students who foronereason or another may not be in a district gifted program. OM is perfect for these students, 
as well. 

As I look over the distribution in our great state, I realize that we are only touching the tip of the iceberg. There are so many other young 
people that have not been given the chance for the excitement and creative challenge of the Odyssey of the Mind. 

The two main causes for not having OM in a district are lack of knowledge about OM's existence and the inability to find a coach to take 
it on. Our OM coaches are SO important to the success of any school's program. As with the team members, it takes a lot oflove and hard 
work. 

Let me address the f"stissue, lack of knowledge about OMin a school district. Since OM is receiving state funding from the Texas Education 
Agency, part of my responsibility is to conduct awareness and coaches' training sessions upon request. This is usually done best at the 
regional Education Service Center. !fthe ESC opts not to host such a training session, a district may serve in that capacity. There must be 
a minimum of thirty people in order to make the training cost effective. In addition to the training sessions, there are a number of very useful 
videos available to use at the campus level: OM Awareness Video. Bill Moyer's Creativity Series featuring Olympics of the Mind, and the 
OM Coaches' Training Video. If your district is interested in one or more of these videos, please send a blank 1!2 inch tape to Micky S. 
Mayer, Region X ESC, 400 E. Spdng Valley Road, Richardson, Texas, 75083-1300. 

The second issue, finding an adult to coach OM. may not be as hard as it sounds. There are many creative adults who will tell you that if 
there had been something like Odyssey when they were in school it certainly would have kept them more interested. OM is most successful 
when parents and educators work together. Parents and community people have such wonderful energy and talents that can be shared with 
our students. They are just looking for an appropriate outlet.lt is recommended that all adults involved attend an OM coaches' training and/ 
or view the video. Adults can also be involved in judging the OM tournaments. This begins at the district level, moves up to the regional, 
state, and even world competition, if a judge is interested. 

The best way to find out about OM is to attend any OM competition! The excitement can "knock the top off' any other experience in which 
the students are involved. What may look like a three-ring cireus is really a highly organized creative problem-solving experience. Students 
and adults love OM and often come back year after year to have fun with creativity. 

As State Director, I find that one of the most rewarding parts of Odyssey of the Mind is its provision of a grand opportunity to involve the 
school and the community in the support of Texas' most creative and talented young people. 

o 
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How Many Days Until OM, Mom? 

By Debbie Boll, OM. Coach 
BB. Rice Elementary 
Conroe. Texas 

"How many days until O.M. Mom?" That is the first thing 
my son asked at the dinner table last night. 

"Three more days, honey," was my reply. 

Three more days til O.M. After four months of fun, hard 
work, frustration, dedication, exhilaration, and a definite need for 
a vacation I 

As a volunteer in many aspects of my community, I am 
constantly working on a project. However, I must admit that coach
ingO.M.hasbeenoneofmytoughest butmostrewardingjobs. The 
thrill I get when my team so confidently sets up stage, directs, and 
performs. is something that I have never experienced before. Four 
months ago when we had our fmt brainstorming session, I was so 
excited and enthusiastic. I just knew we were going to be wonder
ful. 

Then the O.M. panic set in, (as I am told happens quite 
frequently). "How are they ever going to finish? With costumes to 
make, props to invent, a playbill, backdrops, not to mention that 
they hadn't even finished writing the play!" I questioned. 

"Relax," says my husband. "Remember that it's not you 
that does the work, it's the kidS." 

Outside assistance are wordsjustnotin my team's vocabu
lary. This is the team that reprimanded me for picking up a piece of 
paper that had dropped on the floor! I knew right away that my team 
would rather do it themselves. 

Thisdidn 'treally mean that much tome until the day we had 
a workshop at my house. The plans were to work out on the 
driveway as they would be painting and constructing their back
drop. As Murphy's Law goes, it rained, so upstairs we go to the 
game room. Four hours later, with paint on the walk and floor, they 
are finished. With a huge grin on her face, One of the little girls 
squealed with delight, "Just think, we did it all by ourselves." 

I sat back exhausted, not from doing the work for them but 
from pouring cokes, making snacks, and trying so hard to anSwer 
a question with a question. Not doing the work turns out to be the 
hardest work I've ever done! 

Of course, hearing and seeing responses from spontaneous 
problems put before them was mare than I could ever imagine. For 
instance, who's ever talked to a pinecone better than a seven or 
eight-year old? Some of the responses I recall: 
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"Are you kin to a porcupine?" 
"You have a prickly personality!" 
"Are you out of your tree?" 

Is it worth it? Yes, it is, Emphatically, yes! I watched 
my group become team players and follow through with a task 
until it was finished, They even learned a little something 
about the value of a dollar, not to mention creativity. 

Ironically, I am fmishing this summation of my expe
rience three days after district O,M, competition. The best way 
to describe how much they enjoyed it is by telling you the 
question my son asked at the breakfast table this 
moming,"Mom, how much longer until the next O.M.?!" 

All I can say is thenext time these students have a home 
project assignment ,you can bet that the "A" they make will be 
their own, with no "Outside Assistance Penalty"l D 

Jeremy Langford and John Fuller of Dlmmlt Middle 
School remove a wedding cake to reveal a "straddle 
structure" in a recent Division 11 OM com petition. 

tempo SPRING 1988 



ON CREATIVITY: CONVERSATIONS 
WITH A GIFTED KINDERGARTNER 
By Lila Macaluso. The Oaks Academy. Houston 

"I know about Mars because I've been there." 

"You have?" 

"Yes, many times. You know it's the red planet close to the 
Earth.'! 

"Ummm. Tell me more aboout it," 

"My dad goes with me. And did you know that there are lots 
of subterranean creatures below the crust of the planet? 
They have eight legs, a hundred arms, and 2500 heads,and 
they work on cars." 

"Are they large or microscopic?" 

"Oh, they were microscopic when they originated on Uranus 
and were blown to Mars during a gigantic cosmic dust storml 
But, when they landed on the polar ice cap and began 
breathing the evaporating oxygen, they grew quire large," 

"Are these creatures friendly?" 

"Well, when they aren't too busy. You see, they can travel 
below the surface better than Dad and I can, We can follow 
them just so far; then it gets too hot as we get close to the core. 
But the creatures have adapred to this environment. They 
would like for us to come with them, but we can't." 

This sponraneous conversation with a kinderganen stu· 
dent at The Oaks Academy exemplifies how creative imagi
nation can be allowed to flow from the known to the exciting 
unknown. This process helps youngsters explore their 
expanding world and utilize creativity in accommodating 
new information. 

Although the exchange lasred less than five minutes, it 
is obvious that this very bright boy had learned a great deal 
about the nature of the universe, He was able to transform 
this knowledge into a "flight of fantasy" that he really 
enjoyed. 

Creativity does not happen in a vacuum, The more 
frequently children are exposed to information that interests 
them, the more opportunities they will have to add to their 
rich storehouse of knowledge. They also need to be allowed 
to express this knowledge in creative ways. Creativity and 
curricular content can and should coexist in the child's 
school day. 

() 

() 
}/ 

r:r 

Scott Davenport, 4 year old preschooler, The Oaks Academy, Houston 
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REVIEWING ... 
BUILDING THINKING SKll,LS 
By Warren Hill and Ronald Edwards 
Midwest Publications 
Pacific Grove, California 

This discussiou of primary thinking skills is the latest entry in 
the Midwest Publications Thinking SkiDs series. In this text, 
analytical thinking skills for primary age children are introduced 
through a manipulative based, interactive process. Four logical 
relationships basic to analytic reasoning are explored: similarities, 
sequences, classification, and analogies. 

The Building Thinking Skills Program includes a set of activity 
sheets and a book of lesson pIans to use with attribute blockS, 
pattern blocks, and multilink cubes. Each lesson incorporates one 
set of manipulative materials in a problem-solving situation that 
stresses the ability to analyze figural relationships. Successful im
plementation is dependent upon the teacher's ability to employ 
questioning techniques and discussion strategies which attempt to 
steer the learner in adesired direction. Thinking Skill activities may 
be either coordinated with existing cuniculum strands or used as a 
separate program in the elementary curriculum. The sequential 
nature of the activities in this program provides a solid foundation 
in analytical reasoning and thinking skills, an asset to any primary 
Grr program. 

ORDER FROM: MIDWEST PUBLICATIONS 
Box 448 
Pacific Grove, California 93950 

Reviewed by: 
KarhyHarry 
Coordinator. Gifted Education 
TylerlSD 

101 FANTASTIC FUNSHOP FAVORITES 
By Alan Lilson 
Educational Consultant Group 
Fountain Valley. California 

What to do for spontaneous? 

Classroom teachers are always looking for meaningful 
"sponge" activities. OM coaches are always looking for spontan
teous training activities. This book is one of the answers to both 
their searches!!! Activities in this book provide thorough direc
tions and hundreds of suggestions in math, language arts, concep
tual formation, and affect and values concepts. 

OM coaches will love the variety of sections they may 
choose from for verbal spontaneous training. Using the multitude 
of ideas in this book tends to inspire you and your students to create 
your own spontaneous problems. This is an excellent resource for 
anyone interested in providing stimulating creative experiences 
for students. It tends to quench creative thirsts and whet the 
appetite for more! Wouldn't it be GREAT if a group of Texas 
students published their own spontaneous training book? r:l 

ORDER FROM: EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANT GROUP 
16786 Woodridge 

Reviewed by: 
Jackie Marshall 
Borger ISD 

Fountain Valley, California 92708 

COMUNG A TTRACTUONS ... 

21 

THIRD NATIONAL CREATIVITY AND INVENTIVE THINKING SKILLS 
CONFERENCE 

SHERATON PARK HOTEL, DALLAS, JUNE 2.4, 1988 

DON HIETT, REGISTRATION COORDINATOR 
(214) 234-0249 

NOTE TO TEMPO READERS: In future issues this space will be reserved for a calendar of 
events. Please call or write the TAGT office (P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 78766, (512) 
343-1886) if you wish to announce an upcoming conference, workshop, or demonstration that 

might be of interest to others in the state. WE WELCOME YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! 
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TAGT RESEARCH AND EDITORIAL 
COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES CHANGES AND 
TEMPO IMPROVEMENTS 

"TEMPO readers will notice some changes and improve
ments beginning with this issue," announced Kathy Hargrove, 
First Vice-President and Chairperson of the Editorial and 
Research Committee. 

At the February TAGT Executive Board meeting, the com
mittee clarified the TEMPO goals: 

• To serve as information-provider to the membership for 
TAGT programs and services, and 

• To stimulate professional growth of the membership and 
develop their expertise in gifted education and parenting. 

To support these goals, each issue of TEMPO will contain 
information needed by the membership and additional features 
focusing on the theme of the issue. The committee has an
nounced the following themes for future TEMPO issues: 

SUMMER, 1988: SUMMERTIME-READING, RE
FLECTING, RELAXING 

(parents, teachers, and students often feel hurried and harried by 
the busy activities of the school year. Summer can provide a 
much-needed break, with time for renewal though reading, 
reflecting, and relaxing with self, family, and friends. The 
summer issue of TEMPO will focus on ways 10 make summer a 
meaningful time for personal growth, reflecting on the past and 
planning for the future, incuhating new ideas, and preparing for 
the future.) 

FALL, 1988: GIFTED FOR LIFE 

(The Fall issue will promote the TAGT conference and focus on 
the conference theme. "Gifted for Life" and the long-term 
implications of giftedness.) 

WINTER, 1989: WHO IS GIFTED? 

(The winter issue will center on different areas of giftedness 
beyond the traditional verbal and mathematical strengths schools 
usually identify.) 

Articles for each issue will focus as much as possible on 
the theme from a national, state, and local perspective and from 
the viewpoint of both professionals and parents. "The member
ship is invited to submit articles and features for possible 
publication," Hargrove said. "Whenever possible, include black 
and white photos or other illustrations with submissions," she 
added. 

TEMPO's new look will be enhanced by the Macintosh 
hardware and software in the TAGT office and by the skills of 
the publication's able editorial assistant, Beth Moreno. "We are 
jUst beginning to tap the potential of our available technology," 
she said. "Future issues should have more visual impact." 
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Other TEMPO changes include a different approach to 
regional news, making it more timely and tmnsferable. Begin
ning with this issue, "News from Around the State" will be 
incorporated inlO short reports from all regions on significant 
events as well as announcements of future activities. 

Members of the Editorial and Research Committee 
include Kathy Hargrove, Pat Haensly, Hilhey Dufner, Alan 
Moore, Martha McKee and Beth Moreno. Q 

CALL FOR ARTICLES ... 

YOUR contributions 10 the TEMPO are warmly invited! Please 
submit articles of general interest to parents and teachers for 
possible publication in the TEMPO. 

Please use the following guidelines for articles you submit: 

1. Answer the five journalistic questions: Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? 

2. Please type and double-space articles, 50 spaces per line. 
25 lines per page. 

3. Include your name, position/role, region, address, and 
daytime telephone number. 

4. Please limit articles to 250 words or less. 

The theme of the summer issue is: SUMMERTIMB---READ
lNG, REFLECTING, RELAXING. Articles must be received 
by May 15. 

Send all submissions to: TAGT, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, 
Texas, 78766. 
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STUDENT ART COMPETITION, AWARDS, 
ANNOUNCED FOR TEMPO COVERS 

Elementmy and secondary sWdents are being invited 
to submit art work for the cover of TEMPO in a new 
competition beginning with the summer issue. 

Students should submit 7 x 7 originals on white paper 
in a black medium, such as charcoal, felt-tip pens, dark 
pencils. or black crayon. Winning entries will be used on the 
cover of TEMPO beginning with the Summer, 1988, issue. 
The theme or subject of the art should be appropriate for 
gifted educators and the parents of gifted children. 

Each winning student will receive five copies of 
TEMPO and a beautiful wall plaque. Sponsoring teachers 
will receive a $25.00 check for student art materials. 

Students submitting art should attach an identification 
label. If art work is to be returned, a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope is required 

Elementmy students in grades K-3 are invited to submit 
entries for the summer issue. Art must be post marked 
no later than June 1, 1988. Art for the fall (conference) issue 

should be submitted by elementmy 4-6 students with a deadline 
of August 1, 1988. Secondary students 7-9 are invited to submit 
art for the winterissue, with a deadline of Novembet 15, 1988; 
10-12 grade students should submit for the spring issue by 
March 1, 1989. 

Complete details are available from the TAGT regional repre-
sentative. 0 

TEXAS ASSOCIA nON FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
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P. O. Box 9802 #814 / Austin, TX 78766-9802 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CARD 

NAME~~~~~~~~ __________________________ __ 
(Dr., Mr., Mrs .. Miss, Ms.) 

ADDRESS ________________________________________ ___ 

CITY _____________________ ,STATE __________ ZIP ________ _ 

PHONE(s) L....J ____________________________________ _ 

__ New Membership __ Membership Renewal 
__ Parent (ESC Region ---..J __ Educator (ESC Region --.J 

Other ________________ _ 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $ ________________ _ 

$15 Individual: $25 Family: $100 Patron: $250 Sponsor $400 Lifetime·: 
Limited to 100 people; payments may be made in 2 installments. 
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For Your TAGT Files 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1988 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Wayne Craigen. President, (806) 376-5531, Amarillo ISO, 1616 South Kentucky, Bldg. C, Suite 130, Amarillo, TX 79102 (Region XVI) 
Margaret Kress, President-Elect, (409) 756-7751, Conroe ISO, 702 North Thompson. Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 
Kathy Hargrove, First Vice-President, (214) 881-8007, Plano ISO, 1517 Avenue H, Plano, TX 75074 (Region X) 
Celeste Barnes, Second Vice-President, (713) 623-5232, Houston ISO, 3830 Richmond, Houston, TX 77027 (Region IV) 
Mary Jane Reeves, Secretary, (806) 376-5521, Region XVI Education Service Center, P.O. Box 30600, Amarillo, TX 79120 
Bertie Kingore, Immediate Past-President, (915) 677-7281, Hardin Simmons University, Drawer E, Abilene, TX 79698 (Region XIV) 
Laura Allard, Executive Director, (512) 343-1886, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 78766-9802 (Region XIII) 
Ann Shaw, (512) 463-9455, Director of Gifted/Thlented Education, TEA. 1701 North Congress, Austin, TX 78701 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

1 Hillrey Dufner, (512) 968-1515, Weslaco ISO, P.O. Box 266, Weslaco, TX 78596 
II Ginger Harris, (512) 992-5975, Windsor Park Elementary School, 4525 South Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
1Il Amanda Batson, (512) 576-3131, Victoria ISO, P.O. Box 1759, Victoria, TX 77902 
IV Ann Weiss, (713) 353-9194, 4007 Cypress Lake Drive, Spring, TX 77388 
V Ginger Rigby, (409) 735-3555, Hatton Elementary School, Bridge City, TX 77611 
VI Patricia Haensly, (409) 845-2337, Gifted and Talented Institute, Texas A&M University, College Station. TX 77843 

VII Kathy Harry, (214) 566-8321, Tyler ISO, P.O. Box 2035, Tyler. TX 75710 
VIII Suzanne Patty, (214) 784-6668, ParisISD, 1920 Clarksville, Paris, TX 75460 

IX Jean Holcombe, (817) 692-0558, 1800 Brazos, Wichita Falls, TX 76309 
X Micky Mayer. (214) 231-6301, Region X Education Service Center, P.O. Box 831300, Richardson, TX 75083-1300 
XI Gordon Doggett, (817) 283-4461. BEB ISO, 1849 Central Drive, Bedford, TX 76021 

XII Ann Wink, (817) 526-4530, Killeen ISO, P.O. Box 967, Killeen, TX 76540 
XIII Marcy Voss, (409) 968-3131, La Grange ISO, P.O. Box 100, La Grange, TX 78945 
XIV Polly Jo James, (915) 677-2746, 625 South 8th, Abilene, TX 79602 
XV James Coffey, (915) 658-6571, Region XV Education Service Center, P.O. Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 
XVI Charlotte Huffaker, (806) 353-0498, 3505 Danbury, Amarillo, TX 79109 

XVII Deanna Van Pelt, (806) 828-5837, Slaton ISO, 300 South 9th, Slaton, TX 79364 
XVIII B,K, Dean, (915) 332-6712, Ector County ISO, P,O. Box 3912, Odessa, TX 79760 

XIX Patricia Panus (915) 595-5712, Ysleta ISO, 9600 Sims, E1 Paso, TX 79925 
XX Margie Irwin (512) 647-2204, Northside ISO, 5900 Evers Road, San Antonio, TX 78238 

Kathy Hargrove, Editor 
TAGT tempo 
1517 Avenue H 
Plano, TX 75074 
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