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REFLECTIONS ON MODELING 
by Wayne Craigen 

I sincerely hope you have taken. or will be able to take. the 
advice of the theme of our summer issue and indulge yourself in 
what we are calling our 3 R' s for summer: Reading, Reflecting, and 
Relaxing. With the many changes in education today. we no longer 
seem to have those mythical lazy three months to do with what we 
want. 

I am pleased that our editing team chose this particular theme 
because it reminded me of three things I don't do as much as I 
should. and it also encouraged me to indeed remember their 
importance. Thus I have developed a three-pan plan to help insure 
that my reading consists of more than professional journals. that I 
really will take some time just for myself. and most importantly. 
that I try to keep in balance my physical, social. mental. and spiritual 
selves. 

I won't be able to share with you my specific plans for reading 
and relaxing, but I would like to share my thoughts about what it is 
we want from. and for. gifted children. It seems to me that what we 
want should be reflected in the goals we have developed for those 
children in various gifted programs around the state. 

Generally. most of the program goals written for gifted! 
talented programs include at least one objective that deals with 
gifted children understanding their giftedness and relating to other 
gifted and non-gifted human beings. Goals of this type are usually 

written to make sure the affective needs of gifted children are 
being addressed by the program. My concern lies not in our 
ability to write such goals. hut in our ability to develop action 
plans to reach those goals. 

I have seen written plans that. if articulated, would cer
tainly move towards the desired outcome. But the plan itself 
seems to miss the target because one important part is missing. 
We need to model for gifted children what it is we want for gifted 
children. 

We know that all children have a need for love and affec
tion. a need to have a sense of be longing. a need for freedom from 
unusual fears and excessive feelings of isolation. and a need for 
feelings of self-worth and self-confidence. Day by day are we 
creating an atmosphere that helps children fulfill those needs? 
Yes- if we are working day by day to create those conditions for 
ourselves. 

Abraham Maslow has talked about "higher order" needs 
which would produce "more desirable subjective results-morc 
profound happiness. serenity. and richness oflife." He states that 
these higher order needs are a need for information, for under
standing. for beauty. and for self-actualization. Once again! ask. 
are we creating an atmosphere that helps gifted children fulfill 
these higher order needs? I believe that if we model fulfilling 
these needs for ourselves. then indeed. we are creating the proper 
atmosphere. 

As we reflect on how we know ourselves. I think we can be 
more effective in developing plans that help us model those 
behaviors we want from children. Remember that teaching is not 
a technology but rather a human activity in whiCh teachers teach 
and leam while pupils learn and teach. We come to realize that 
life;s most rewarding when we understand the interrelationships 
among the cognitive. affective, and psychomotor domains. 

Once again.! hope that before Summer draws to a close you 
will have taken the time to read. reflect. and most importantly, 
relax. Taking care of these 3 R's during the summer should help 
realize the traditional 3 R' s of the new school year which I hope 
will be rewarding, rejuvenating, and resplendent for you. 0 
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CAPITAL VIEWS 
by Laura Allard, Executive Director _ .. ___ 

The GIT Endorsement 

In the past few months there has been considerable confusion 
about the starus of the Grr endorsement. In an article entitled 
"Gifted and Talented Endorsement Infonnation" (FalITEMPO 
1987, pg. 7), I outlined the scenario which led up to the passage of 
the original endorsement. On July 11,1987, the SBOE passed by 
unanimous vote a permissive proviso. As a result of a date in the 
provisions-"effective September I, 1991"--rnany educators in
terpreted the endorsement as mandatory. To clarify the situation, 
Mrs. Rebecca Canning requested that Dr. William Kirby reconfinn 
the status of the Grr endorsement in a meeting of the SBOE 
Committee on Personnel, April 7, 1988. The Commissioner 
reiterated that he understood the endorsement was "intended to be 
pennissive and that teachers would not be required to hold that 
endorsement in order to be assigned to gifted and talented classes. 
The purpose of the endorsement was to allow further professional 
development for teachers and to recognize those who focused in 
that area." The endorsement is permissive_ 

State Plan for Regional Service Centers 
Many signs indicate that recognition of the need to provide 

appropriate education for our state's gifted/talented students is 
gaining momenrum. For some months the Long-Range Planning 
Committee of the SBOE has been reviewing the State Plan for 
Regional Service Centers. On their AprilS and May 14 agendas a 
number of proposals and observations pertinent to orr education 
appeared. Several have been excerpted below: 

The committee observed that not all centers were providing 
services related to bilingual education and gifted and talellled 
education. 

Because there is little state support. these services are most 
frequently being provided on a fee-for-service basis to requesting 
districts. 

A need for state support for the provision of these core 
services was emphasized. 

It is proposed that the Educational Service Center plara be 
revised to specify core services that would be available from each 
center. Amorag those core services was listed . . .gifted and talented 
assistance. 

It is further suggested that funding be sought for specific 
activities conducted by the centers . . for example, technical assis
tance ira gifted and talented educadon. 

The Committee went on to acknowledge that gifted/taIented 
program assistance was one of the statewide initiatives currently 
not receiving state financial suppon at the Centers. If state funds are 
appropriated, perfonnance contracts with Education Service Cen
ters would be developed which would require that specific activi
ties-like gifted/taIented program assistance--be conducted. 

This important inclusion of gifted and talented education in 
the proposed list of needs addressed through the Education Service 
Centers is very significant As we meet with SBOE members, let 
us thank them for this recognition. The ESC's leadership in 
fulfilling these identified needs is crucial. "They are out there 
where it happens." 

GIT Students Included in the "High-Cost" Category 
In another decision favorable to bright youngsters, the 

Governor's Chapter2 Advisory Committee recently recommended 
that glt srudents be included in an additional funding category. This 
year Texas will apply for more than 33 million dollars in Chapter 
2 block grant funds. The Committee proposed that in the "high
cost category," which encompasses 80% of the state's grant,gifted 
and talented students be included for the fust time along with 
students identified as handicapped, of limited English proficiency, 
and participants in the free lunch program. On May 14, 1988, the 
SBOE voted to accept these funding categories. 

In another proposal by the same committee, a "Comprehen
sive System for Statewide Staff Development and Technical Assis
tance in Gifted Education" was recommended for $250,000 worth 
of funding. We wish to acknowledge the foresight of the members 
of this important committee in recognizing the need to improve 
educational services to gifted srudents. 

Funding Priorities 
In the SBOE's funding priorities for 1989 and the 1990-91 

biennium, gifted and talented assistance also found a place. For the 
first time, gifted arid talented technical assistance appeared in the 
important spending category of "Educational Equity." Within 
"Program Budget Suppon," gifted and talented was targeted for an 
increased allotment. 

All these separate but meaningful actions by vanous commit
tees and boards indicate a heightened awareness of the state's 
neglect of its brightest students. It is exciting. IJ 

FmST LIFE-TIME MEMBERSHIP! 

T AOT is happy to announce its first 
life member: LINDA MERCER, a junior 
high counselor from Luling, Texas. 

With degrees in counseling from the 
University of Houston, Linda has extensive 
experience both in the classroom and in 
guidance. "My decision to become a life
time member was due in part to my contact 
with the gifted both as a counselor and a 
parent and, in part to the encouragement of 
my mother, Mrs. Lillie Mae Gates, a retired 
home economics teacher from Richmond." 
Linda is the mother of three children, ages 17, 14, and 9. We 
thank her again for being now truly "gifted for life!" 

"Many signs indicate that recognition of the need to provide appropriate education for our state's gifted! 
talented students is gaining momentum" 

tempo SUMMER 1988 3 



READING, REFLECTING, RELAXING WITH TEXAS WRITERS 
by Anne McCrary Sullivan, teacher 
Robert E. Lee High School/Goose Creek CISD 

How many gifted Texas writers can you name in the next thirty seconds? 

If the list isn't very long, don't waste time feeling inadequate. Get yourself to the bookstore and arrange some exciting summer reading 
by gifted kids who have grown up to be gifted adults right here in Texas. 

Many superb Texas writers have earned national reputations in literary circles but remain relatively unknown to the public and to 
young gifted writers of their own region. In recent years I have enjoyed learning of the wealth of literary production occurring now in this 
state. My students, too, have responded with enthusiasm to the voices of contemporary Texans. 

So this summer, I invite you to read, reflect and relax with the works of Texas writers. Enjoy for yourself; then share whatever seems 
appropriate with the gifted youth of your life.lf your thirty-second list was short, you may need some hints about where to start: 

Concho River Review-This relatively new literary magazine publishes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and reviews by Texans only. 
For a year's subscription (2 issues), send $12.00 to Fort Concho Museum Press, 213 East Avenue D, San Angelo. TX 76903. 

Wives and Mistresses (Doubleday, 1986) - Want a massive novel that creates generations of vivid, complex characters, a novel 
that you'll hate to put down? Try this one by Suzanne Morris, Baytown author of the 1976 bestseller Galveston. 

For poetry, try Pattiann Rogers of Stafford (The Expectations 0/ Light, Princeton University Press, 1981, or The Tottooed Lady 
in the Garden, Wesleyan University Press, 1986); Walt MacDonald of Lubbock (Witching on Hardship, Spoon River Poetry Ptess, 
1985, or A,fU!r the Noise a/Saigon, University of Massachussetts, 1987); or Naomi Shihab Nye (Hugging the Jukebox. Breitenbush 
Books, 1984). 

Poco and the Von 0/ the North by Betty Harmon and Nancy Meador is a novel for younger readers (ages 8-12) that I, too, find 
appealing. It's the story of a boy who is kidnapped by the forces of Pancho Villa and who learns that the lines between good and evil, 
right and wrong, are not always clearly drawn. 

These are only a few possible starting points. Choose your own beginning and make this summer a Texas reading adventure. 0 

... , 

Rex Hiebert and Lea Whalen share Texas poetry on a Baytown pier. 
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REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP: 
APRIL BOARD MEETING 

The TAGT Executive Board held its regular meeting April 29-
May 1 in Austin beginning with a Friday evening session for the 
entire Board. In addition to regular business (minutes, financial and 
membership reports), the Board heard a proposal from Evie Hiatt 
(TEA) suggesting co-sponsorship of an Advanced Placement 
workshop with Duke University (see related article), approved a 
by-laws change, and presented B.K. Dean and Marcy Voss with 
certificates of recognition for their work in organizing staff devel
opment institutes in Monahans and La Grange. 

On Sunday the full Board reconvened to hear reports summa
rizing the comminee work which had taken place during smaller 
break-out sessions on Saturday. Following is a recap of those 
reports; 

The POLICIES AND PRACTICES COMMITTEE made 
recommendations for adding a President's Award, amended the 
guidelines for use of the membership rolls, and proposed a "Facts
in Brief' brochure outlining information on giftedness and services 
to the gifted in Texas. The President' sAward will be designed to 
honor a person other than an educator who has made exemplary 
contributions in support of gifted children in the state of Texas. 

The PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
drew up guidelines for establishing cooperative functions, such as 
the Duke AP conference, and formulated procedures for future 
regional institutes similar to the La Grange and Monahans work
shops. They also developed a policy regarding services to school 
districts and Educational Service Centers and worked out the 
details for establishing a speakers' bureau. 

The FINANCE COMMITTEE made recommendations to 
the TAGT Board about the disposition of a certificate of deposit and 
proposed that the Association invest annually a minimum of 5% of 
the preceding year's gross income in a high-yield government trust 
fund. The committee simplified the 1989 scholarship application 
and recommendation forms and designed an evaluation form to be 
used beginning with this year's scholarship recipients. Theapplica
tion and recommendation forms will be mailed to TAGT members 
the f11"St week in January. The deadline for receipt of completed 
1989 scholarship application materials will be March I. The com
mittee made no changes in the present format for Grants for 
Excellence. Information and application forms for 1989 are on page 
17 of this edition of TEMPO. 

The EDITORIAL AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE fo
cused on the following areas; 

1. Detailed plans for the Summer and Convention issues 
of TEMPO and made longer range plans for future 
TEMPO editions; 

2. Developed a standard timeline and set of production 
procedures for each TEMPO; 

3. Detailed the art contest for TEMPO covers; 
4. Discussed the roles and interactions of the flfst vice

president, the committee, and the editorial assistant; 
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5. Discussed additional TAGT publications and made pro
posals for TAGT sponsored andlor related research issues. 

The CONFERENCE COMMITTEE reviewed the pro
posals submitted by the presenters and began to separate the 
presentations by day and theme. Presenters were notified June 1st. 
The committee also worked on the development of a strong 
administrator's strand (see related article, page 15). 

The ADVOCACY COMMITTEE completed draft copies of 
invitations to individuals or organizations to form affiliate groups, 
form letters useful for Regional Representatives in networking 
among parents and educators, and letters to State Board candidates 
requesting their views on gifted education in Texas. Other activities 
to be completed by September, 1988, include packets for affiliate 
groups and press release forms for conference presenters, partici
pants, and board members. 

The LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE oversaw 
the adoption of a revised Association Handbook. and, after consul· 
!ation with other Board committees, articulated a set ofthree-.five
and ten-year goals. Those projections include expanding the infor
mational and educational opportunities T AGT offers. broadening 
parental participation on the Board, and continuing to refine the 
procedures whereby the expertise of parents and educators inter· 
ested in gifted education is shared. It was also agreed that direct 
services to students should be expanded. 0 

TAGT/DUKE TO SPONSOR ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT WORKSHOPS 

Novice and experienced AP teachers and administrators are 
invited to attend a two-day workshop sponsored by TAGT and the 
Duke University Talent Identification Program (TIP). TIP has 
developed Advanced Placement courses in the following subjects; 
American History, European History, English Literature and 
Composition, English Language and Composition, BC Calculus, 
Physics, and Latin (Vergi!). For each course there is a teacher's 
manual that contains syllabi, lesson plans, and testing materials. 

The workshops will be held in the Aldlne ISD on August 15-
16,1988 and in the Plano lSD on August 17-18. In Aldine, the 
developers of all Courses will present their own materials and 
conduct the workshops. In Plano, developers of the American and 
European History and English Literature and CompoSition materi
als will repeat their sessions. The registration fee for the two-day 
workshop is $125 and includes a copy of the AP course manual. 
Hotel accommodations at favorable rates will be available at each 
site. For further information and a registration form, please contact 
the appropriate coordinators; 

R.D. Thomas 
Aldine ISO 
(713) 449-1011 

Micky Mayer 
Region X ESC 
(214) 231-6301 

PLEASE HURRY! REGISTRATION CLOSES 
JULY 15! SPACE AND TIME ARE LIMITED! 
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INDIAN SUMMER 
by Lenora Cohen, Assistant Professor 
College of Education 
University of Oregon 

As parents, we are concerned about whether we II/Q.y be 
wasting our bright children' $ periods of optill/Q.llearning (Clark, 
1983). In our zeal to insure their fullest intellectual development. 
~e plan all ~ner of lessons. trips. and experiences to fill their 
lIVes and /lUnds. In so doing, we II/Q.y reduce their autonomy. 
making them become dependent on outside stimulation and reduc
ing their ".ontrol over their own worlds. Arefreedom and aU/onomy 
the enem.es of structure, or are they the handll/Q.Ids and partners of 
growth and development? This article focuses on the learning 
experiences and structuring of knowledge and affect II/Q.de by 
Elizabeth over the period of the summer. with totalfreedomoftime 
and the choice of activities. As her mother, I was happy to stay In 
the background. observing the II/Q.gical process going on in Liz's 
mind and body, to see how she assembled bits and pieces of 
knowledge, however impeifect, into a healthy structure, a spring
board from which to launch into her next level of development. 

Our children relish the summer, a free, open time to do what 
they want without constraints of school. gymnastics, sports, music 
lessons, or Hebrew school, with only the responsibilities of daily 
living, toothbrushing, bathing, and some household chores. We 
spend it on 40 acres in Northeastern Pennsylvania, complete with 
renovated old fannhouse, a rushing creek and half-acre pond. Over 
the years. as the small trees we planted have grown large, we have 
watched our children's interests bloom. 

Our daughter, Liz, now age 7, has three themes which have 
been the backbones of her interests from the time she was a baby. 
These theme vectors are characterized as nature-nurture, independ
ence-control, and aesthetic-artistic. 

Her nature-nurture theme was the first one to appear. Even 
before she could walk, she was happiest when outside, exploring 
ants and moss in the cracks between sections of the sidewalk in front 
of our city house .... An aspect of herindependence-control theme 
has been an intense interest to explore on her own .... At the age of 
4, she declared, "These mushrooms will tum blue when I put them 
in water and mud," and she proceeded to carry out the experiment. 
Her aesthetic-artistic theme was evidenced in acute observations of 
book illustrations. At 2 years,S months, she noted, "LOOk, Mommy. 
See how the artist painted the shadows of the birds on the sand?" 

These themes, beginning so early in life, gave Liz her own 
purposes, her interests evolving along the three thematic lines. The 
summer of 1986 was Indian Summer for Liz. The themes took on 
a new twist. Her dad had brought back from his trip to the Wallowa 
Mountains of Oregon a copy of SOUll Tetoken: Nez Perce Boy 
(Thomasma, 1984), a book about an Indian and his horse. We read 
that book in June as we flew back from Oregon to our beloved 
Pennsylvania country. It was the sad story of the treaties and 
promises made and broken by the white men with the Nez Perce, Liz 
already had an emerging interest in horses from our reading of 
Black Beauty and the Black Stallion series. 
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These stories and several other books on Native Americans 
caprured her fantasies. She insisted tbat she had the soul of an 
Indian, as she felt reverent towards nature .... She insisted that we 
uncover our entire family tree to fmd Indian blood. It was tricky. 
having a Russian Brazilian heritage, and my husband's Polish 
background, but we established a land bridge theory •.. and so this 
little girl was satisfied. 

She wanted tomakea tepee. Her dad helped her find, strip, and 
lash together eight lO-foot poles. I helped her anchor sheets 
decorated with Indian symbols that she, her brother Max. and 
friends worked on. She also made a shelter in the woods all by 
herself, weaving sticks between a cluster of trees, layering On leafed 
b~ches, and covering them with soil and leaves. In it, she hung 
talIsmans that wo~d be important to an Indian-ajay's feather, a 
com cob, and a dried salamander she found on the road, ..• 

She made jerked venison. This was quite a project, as finding 
deer meat in July, when hunting season starts in November, posed 
some problems. I suggested that we try using beef. She burst into 
tears, saying, "But the Indians didn't eat beef!" We found a good 
neighbor with some venison in her freezer, helped our daughter cut 
it into strips, and, with the help oflibrary books, learned how to cure 
the meat over a smoky fire. Liz and her dad made the campftre and 
the hanging rack. She faithfully tended it for about 24 hours 
throwing on leaves to make it smoke after checking with Dad. ' 

She worked on chipping arrowheads of stones, but the sbale 
of that area was frustrating. She found straight sticks for arrows and 
stripped these of bark, requesting help to sharpen them and anchor 
feathers. She and her dad made a bow, too, Many hours were spent 
shooting Pl"l'tend deer and rabbit She also made a spear and gave 
me throwing lessons. insisting that I be punctual for our twice 
weekly appointments. Our little Indian stalked in the woods 
cautioning uS to move silently, capturing fantasy deer. elk, bear and 
rabbit ••. The high point of the summer for Liz was finding a pair 
o~ !ndian mocc~sin~. We had hunted in the little towns and larger 
Cllles to no avatl. Ftnally, almost as a joke, I suggested looking in 
K.Mart, and sure enough, there was a pair of moccasins with 
sheepskin lining. 

Throughout Indian summer, our daughter also pursued her 
passion for horses. We found a neighbor who gave riding lessons 
twice a week. Liz was thrilled to learn to control, care for, and feed 
a horse. She won two prizes at the country fair for riders, eight and 
under. She drew horses, read about horses, talked horses, and saved 
all her hard-earned allowance ($27.00) toward buying a horse. 
Horses and Indians together merged Liz's themes of nature-nur
ture, independence-control, and aesthetic-artistic .... 

These themes structured Liz's purposes. She passionately 
pursued her interests in horses and Indians, all ber play and fantasy 
focusing on these areas. She worked independently as much as 
possible seeking help only when necessary. We parents learned 
much about Indians, horses, smoking venison and buying mocca
sins, reading to or with Liz every Indian and horse book in our little 
local library. 
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Itis the self-initiation and direction of these interests that is so 
important for the creative life. Creators must pursue their goals 
without allowing the world to interfere too much. Children, too, 
need freedom to pursue their themes thtough interests. But often, 
with the best of intentions, we impose too much on the child creator. 
We worry about lack of structure leading to waste of time. We are 
filled with guilt for not stimulating enough or providing opponuni
ties like music or language lessons early enough. Thus, we plan our 
Children's lives, filling them full of camp, lessons, and trips to 
cultural institutions. While in no way am I opposed to these 
activities at the right points and in the right doses. we must learn to 
listen to our children's needs and grant them more autonomy to 
control their worlds. We can scaffold (provide an outside frame
work that suppons development) or facilitate in three ways: 

• Expose our children to experiences that may be 
important in opening doors to new interests and 
possibilities. 

• Support the child's direct requests for help ••• "1 want 
to make jerked venison. Could you help me, please?" 

• Observe the child's involvements, figure out the 
questions and concerns, and offer a question, a book or an 
extension of the activity at the right moment. 

Liz clearly needs to be in charge of pursuing her passions. She 
doesn't want her time imposed upon. She uses it remarkably well, 
given the freedom to structure her own evolving systems ofknowl
edge as well as to construct feelings and values. As I watched Liz 
at work in her fantasy world, I know she learned more and grew 
more in her Indian summer than I could have possibly structured for 
her. She also learned to trust herself, to use her time well,and to find 
freedom and joy in learning. Would that she could learn as much in 
a year of school as she did in her Indian Summer. 0 

Reprinted with permission o/The Gifted Child Today. GCT Inc., 
P.O. Box 6448, Mobile, Alabama, 36660-0448 ,Mo:y-June, 1987 
issue. 
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DR_ GEORGE BETTS ADDRESSES REGION III 
EDUCATORS AND PARENTS 
by Amanda Batson, Reg/onIII Representative 

On April 8 and9, 1988, Dr, George Betts, University of North 
ColOradO professor and Director of the Center for the Study of the 
Gifted, spoke to Region III educators and parents at meetings Co
sponsored by Mid-Coast Association for the Gifted and Talented, 
Region III Education Service Center, The Victoria Advocate, and 
Victoria ISD. Dr. Betts was a keynote speaker at the Tenth Annual 
Conference of the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented, 
held in Dallas in November, 1987, 

Dr. Betts discussed six types of giftedness and explained the 
Autonomous Learner Model (ALM). He and his colleague, Jolene 
Knapp, designed ALM several years ago. Throughout his presen
tation to Region III educators, he detailed implementation tech
niques, advantages of ALM and methods of meeting individual 
needs of glt students via ALM. 

On Saturday. April 9, 1988, Dr. Betts addressed parents and 
other members of the Mid-Coast Association for the Gifted and 
Talented. His topic was "Autonomous Learning in the Home." 
Tips were given for protecting the passions of gifted children and 
participating in those passions, Dr. Betts led workshop partici~ants 
through a series of steps to facilitate learning more about your gifted 
child, what your gifted child thinks about you as a parent, and how 
the family can more fully norture gifts and talents. 

Throughout his two-day visit to Victoria, Dr. Betls recom
mended various books which can benefit parents and educators of 
the gifted. Some of the titles included: A Whack on the Side of the 
Head and A Kick In the Seat 0/ the Pants by Roger von Oech; 
Cradle. o/Eminence by Victor and Mildred Goertzel; Frames of 
Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences by Howard Gardner; 
Vulture by Sid Simon; 100 Ways to Enhance Self-Concept in 
Classroom andHome by Harold C. Wells and Jack Canfield; Why 
Am I Afraid to Tell You Who I Am? by John Powell; Take the 
ROadtoCreativityandGetO//YourDealhnd by David Campbell: 
Creating More Creative People by Anne Crabbe; and Sweet 
Dreams/or Uttle Ones by Michael G. Pappas. 

As you contemplate Summer reading, consider these titles and 
happy reading, relaxing, and reflecting from Region IIII 0 
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THE VALUE OF DOING NOTHING 
by Hillrey Dufner, GIT Coordinator, 
WeslacoISD 

"Where have you been?" 
nout.'· 
"What have you been doing?" 
nNothing." 

This was a typical exchange between my mother and me 
when. as a youngster. I came home for lunch or supper. Where I 
had actually been and what I had actually done were quite 
different from what I reported. 

I had ridden off to fight in the crusades on the back of the 
family milk cow. Later. with a few warped boards. a handful of 
rusty nails. and using a rock for a hammer.l built a mighty armada 
to fight in the American Revolution. then fished for tuna in the 
creek with a bent pin and a piece of bailing twine. Just before lunch 
I conquered Mount Everest on the haystack. Altogether this was 
not a had morning's work for a ten year"old boy. 

Doing nothing was very imporlant to me as achild. That was 
when I solved my greatest problems. fought bravely for my 
beliefs. rescued the fair maiden (but kissed only the horse). and in 
a general way prepared myself to fight the real dragons that were 
to fill the real part of my life. 

As an adult. I still escape into the fantasy world to solve the 
prohlems of the universe and contemplate my existence. Anyone 
watching probably thinks nothing is happening because litde 
physical movement is involved. 

I think what we mean when we say we are doing nothing is 
that our bodies are relatively inactive or that we are doing 
something which requires litdeor no thought. The beaury of doing 
nothing is that while we are not having to worry about body 
movements. or having concerns aboutoutside-of-ourselves things. 

COMMUNITY SUPPLEMENTS ART 
EDUCATION 
by Gena Brooks. Region XV Parent 

The unlikely combination of are mote. drought-prone West 
Texas. agriculturally-hased city and a community high on the 
fine arts may produce the first designated gifted program in two 
San Angelo high schools. Ajointeffortwith San Angelo ISD. the 
San Angelo Musuem of Fine Arts and the San Angelo Junior 
League has produced an educational museum program which is 
one of the strongest in the state. according to Howard Taylor. 
museum director. 

The pilot program beginning September. 1988. will be 
small with hand-picked students. but the goal for the next year is 
to include at least five junior students from each of the two high 
schools. (There are about 800 juniors in the combined schools.) 
Students will be identified using SUch measures as public school 
art reachers. parents. self. or other nominations. creativity tests. 
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our minds are free to concenlIate on our other needs. Rather than 
being non-productive. as it seems. doing nothing is, or can be. a most 
productive endeavour for anyone. 

When preparing to write this article, I asked a number of 
people what they saw good or bad about doing nothing. Invariably 
the initial response was a look that questioned my sanity or a request 
to repeat the question. but not one person said that doing nothing had 
no value. Answers varied from "It·s my time to rest and (do and) 
think about nothing" to. "That's when I can plan. that's when I can 
be who or what I want to be" or. "That is when I figure out what I 
have learned." 

As parents, we tend to tty to fill our children' s waiting time so 
they learn all they can. achieve all they can. experience all they can. 
and so they won' t have time to get into mischief. We sometimes 
forgetlbat children need time forreflecting. planning. transforming 
what they have learned, and just dreaming. One psychologist has 
remarked that adults who have every minute filled are often hiding 
from their own neuroses. He also observed that every human 
becomes more effective and efficient if given time for proper rest. 

Everyone. including kids. needs challenges to keep them 
interested. But. we also need times for gathering our thoughts. 
regrouping our mental strength. evaluating who and where we are 
in relation to who and where we want to b ........ nd. just dreaming 
about possibilities. 

Have fun this summer; reserve some time to do nothing. You 
may find it very productive. Allow your children time to do nothing 
because that is when they begin becoming what they can be. r:l 

Doing nothing was very important to me as a child. 
That was when I solved my greatest problems, 
fought bravely for my beliefs, rescued the fair 
maiden (but kissed only the horse), lind in a general 
way prepared myself to fight the real dragons thai 
were to fill the real part of my life. 

specific ability tests. student art products and student interviews with 
the Museum Board. LQ. SCoreS will not be considered. nor will other 
academic abilities Or disabilities. 

Techniques used in the program will include career orientation 
and research about job opportunities. skills tests to define slIengths 
and weaknesses. and mentoring with local professional artists. 
architects. and media personnel. Field trips will include a San 
Antonioart institute and the University ofTexas artdepartment. both 
about 250 miles from San Angelo. in order to contrast a university 
setting with a professional an school. 

"For a city of San Angelo's size (fewer than 100.(00). this is 
shaping up to be one of the most dynamic education programs in any 
small art museum in the countty." Taylor said. "The program fills a 
very important void in our educational process. We tend to think 
education is for kids to become doctors. lawyers. and scientists. In 
fact. there are more career opportunities in the arts than in sciences." 
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE MAKES 50 AWARDS 
The TAGT Scholarship Committee, composed of Mary Jane Reeves, CharloUe Huffaker, Micky Mayer, Ginger Rigby, Polly Jo 

James and Adelle McClendon, met in Dallas, March 19, to distribute $12,000 in scholarship awards. This sum represents an increase of 
$2,000 over last year and, according to committee members, is evidence of the Association's commitment to expanding direct student 
services. 

The applications were unusually high both in number and quality. Nearly 130 student requests were reviewed and 35 scholarships 
granted. In separate categories both educators and parents presented proposals for grants totaling approximately $2,700 of the $12,000 at 
the committee's disposal. 

Programs represented among the award winners were: GalvestonlslandAdventure (TexasA&M), Shake Hands With Your Future 
(Texas Tech), Gifted and Talentedlnstitute (West Texas State), Camp Mind' s Eye, Challenge (Lamar University), Duke University TIP 
Summer Program, Campaign '88 (Texas Christian University), Threshold Program (Hardin-Simmons), Youth Legislative Session 
(Southwestern University), Lorenzo DeZavalalnstltute, Incitement Program (Houston), and Corpus Christi State University Summer 
Program. Educators and parents chose to attend a number of institutes ranging from the University of Connecticut and the University of 
Northern Colorado to seveml graduate programs within the state of Texas. 

For the first time this year, winners will be asked to complete a brieffollow-up questionnaire in which they evaluate their summer 
experience. It is hoped that their responses will help guide the committee neXt year in evaluating summer programs and the reCipients 
themselves, in reflecting on what they have learned as a result of their partiCipation. According to Mary Jane Reeves, Finance Chairperson. 
the committee is in the process of re-thinking the scholarship procedures and criteria, redesigning the forms and expediting the paperwork 
involved in the selection process. Look for particulars in the Winter TEMPO. 

For pictures of the 1988 winners, please turn the page . ... 
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"-, ! ' 31. 
28. 

SlUDENTS SlUDENTS SlUDENTS SlUDENTS SlUDENTS 
1. Rudy Alaniz 7. Kenneth Direkly 13. Michael J. Hannaman 19. Opalann Koenig 25. Nancy Meng 

Corpus Christi. Texas Cypress, Tex:s.s San Antonio, Texas Amarillo, Texas Houston. Texas 
2. Jennifer Beckner 8. Bryan Keith Eagle 14. Katrina R. Hanson 20. Tania Marie Krebs 26. Amanda Phillips 

"Monahans, Texas Rising Star. Texas La Porte. Texas Spring. Te"as Amarillo. Texas 
3. Dusty Birchfield 9. Dustin Fike 15. Christopher Holt 21. Michael H. Kroh 27. Holly Schoeider 

Amarillo, Texas Abilene, Texas Lumberton, Texas Humble. Texas Cypress, Texas 
4. ShayofiaBox 10. Heather Fuller 16. Paula Holt 22. Christopher LivingstOn 28. Jobo Anthony Silva 

Spring, Texas Amarillo, Texas LUmbenon, Texas Houston, Texas San Benito, Texas 
S. Kristina Kay Brown 11. Theresa Garza 17. Tara R. Kelley 23. Meli ... Lockwood 29. Ker; Jo Sommerfel, 

Abilene, Texas San Angelo, Texas Houston. Te" .. Paris. Texas Homilton, Texas 
6. Jennifer E. Burgin 12. Marsha Ann Glass 18. William Knack 24. Meli ... May 30. Joy Ulrich 

Carrollton, Texas Iowa Park, Texas Argyle, Texas Deer Park, Texas Vernon, Texas 



larshi 

so. 

STUDENTS EDUCAWRS EDUCAWRS PARENrS 
31- Ariana Vierkant 37. Maggie Cox 43. Linda LoOS-COfIer 49. Sharon Haigler 

Jacksonville, Texas Houston.Texas San Antonio. Texas Abilene. Texas 
32. Carrie Weaver 38. Karen DePalermo 44. Sandra Love 50. ]anetOwens 

Mertzon. Texas Seguin. Texas Tyler. Texas Bedford, Texas 
33. Gabriel Wi\kiru; 39. Velura Aone Johnson 4S. Emily J. O'Connor 

Houston, Texas Houston, Tex .. Paris, TeJl.&S 
34. Cluistie Wilsie 40. Linda Kay Lee 46. Zola Ann Smith 

Watauga, Texas Hamilton. Te" .. Garland. Tex .. 
3S. Susan Wilson 41- Judy Webb LeUnes 47. Doris Teague 

The Woodlands, Texas College Station, Texas Beaumont, Texas 
36. Vidal Zwriga 42. Diana Kay Lewis 48. Johnny Wells 

San Angelo. Tex .. Carrollton, Texas Greenville. Tex .. Art work: Julie Jackson Lusby 



1988 TAGT EXECUTIVE BOARD ELECTIONS 

Later this Summer you will be receiving in the mail your ballot 
for the 1988 T AGT Executive Board Elections. Every year the 
membership votes in a new slate of officers and one-half of the 
Regional Representatives. This year members in the even-num
bered regions will have a chance to select representatives. 

The Nominations Committee asked each candidate toprovide 
a brief statement indicating what they hope to achieve during their 
tenure in office. They were encouraged to include their vision of 
what TAOT should be doing as well as the image it should project. 
Those statements, or excerpts from them, have been reprinted 
below. Please take the time to familiarize yourself with the candi
dates and their positions. 

Your informed vote is very important to the Association. We 
have been blessed with high quality, professional representation 
throughout our ten-year history thanks largely to an open election 
procedure. Your continued participation in that process is crucial to 
the leadership of TAOT. Whatever your decision, however, this 
entire slate of candidates deserves our appreciation for offering 
their time and services to the children of Texas. We applaud them 
and look forward to a vital working relationship. 

PRESIDENT ·ELECT 
Jeanne Hranitzky, Coordinator of Academic Development, 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD 

It is the prime purpose of the Texas Association for the Gifted 
and Talented to serve as an advocacy voice for the gifted children 
of Texas. The role of an officer Or a member of the Board should 
involve dedication and service to ensure the future of this very 
special group that is one of the most precious of our nation's natural 
resources. 
E. Adelle McClendon, GfT CoordintJlor, Cy-Fairbanks ISD 

I will work with members of the Executive Board and other 
TAOT members to meet the needs of gifted and talented learners in 
Texas. I will specifically work toward providing a TAOT confer
ence which will aid educators and parents alike in providing quality 
educational experiences for our gifted and talented. 

FIRST VlCE-PRESIDENT 
Amanda Davis Batson, Coordinator, GrT Programs, VictoriaISD 

As First Vice-PresidentofTAGT and thus chairperson of the 
TAOT Editorial and Research Committee, I would ensure the 
continued excellence of TEMPO. A second goal would be to 
implement the commitments of the Editorial and Research Com
mittee including provision of supplemental, top-quality publica
tions such as INSIGHTS, pertinent brochures, and research-related 
monographs. 
Patricia Haensly, Faculry and Director of Preschool Program, 
GfT Institute, Texas A&M Universlry 

My goals in this office would be to continue TEMPO'S 
evolution into a first-class news organ reflecting Texas' leadership 
activities in gifted education, promote related teacher-initiated 
research, and develop peripheral informational publications. T AOT 
must become not merely an advocate but a leader in defining. 
developing and modeling appropriate education for gifted youth. 
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SECOND VlCE-PRESIDENT 
Jeanette Covington, GfT Educational Specialist, TEA 

Facing a mandate in 1990-91 gives TAOT the opportunity to 
become highly visible and offer leadership and services to provide 
gifted education in our state. I will work to increase our member
ship by reaching out to the business community as well as educators 
and parents and dispelling many myths still prevalent concerning 
giftedness. 
Martha McKee, CoordinatorofGiftedEducation, Fort WorthlSD 

As gifted education becomes a reality across the state of 
Texas, TAGT must be poised to continue its strong leadership and 
suppon for parents, educators, school districts, and legislators on 
behalf of gifted children. 

SECRETARY 
Marta D. Mounljoy, Gifted Pro gram Administrator, GarlandISD 

If elected, I'll strive to uphold the vision ofT AGT as a service 
and support organization while promoting long-term fmandal 
planning. I will record and share TAGT board actions to insure 
ongoing open communications among all TAOT members. 
Mary Jane Reeves, Education Specialist, Region XVI ESC 

TAGT has become a strong leader in gifted education in our 
state. As Secretary of TAOT and Chairperson of Ihe Finance 
Committee, I should like to continue to oversee the actions begun 
this year; supporting fmancial guidelines for T AGT. updating 
scholarship applications/recommendations, creating a broader 
outreach for Grants for Excellence. 

REGION II 
Rita Hall, Education Specialist, Region II ESC 

If elected, during my tenure I hope to assist TAOT in 
becoming an even stronger organization through networking be
tween regions and the state, clarifying concepts and realities, and 
strengthening gifted programs in Texas. 
Sandra F. Younger, Director, Elem. Curr .. Corpus Christi ISD 

As Region II representative, I would strive to work with 
school districts in the region in planning, implementing and/or 
maintaining programs for the gifted/talented students.l would hope 
to establish a staff development network within the region. I feel 
that as an organization we need to address the state mandate to 
ensure that students are afforded the best educational opportunities. 

REGION IV 
Beth Sheridan, GfTCoordintJlor andBi/inguaIIESL,HumbleISD 

My frrst goal will be to share information concerning suc
cessful identification methods for K-I orr students. The second 
goal will be to continue the wonderful networking of sharing ideas 
and activities that are meeting the needs of our gifted population, 
especially with those who are initiating a Orr program. 
Ann Weiss, Teacher of the Gifted, Spring ISD 

It was such a great pleasure to have been appointed to the 
unexpired term of Celeste Barnes this year. I would very much like 
to have a full term to complete the work I began as your Region IV 
Representative, as a member of the Advocacy Committee, and as 
Region IV Sharing Session Coordinator. 
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REGION VI 
William E. Stephenson, President. Star-Tel Inc. 

I would spend my energies representing Region VI to help 
coordinate more involvement of all persons interested in or in a 
position to help improve acceptance and awareness of Oifted and 
Talented throughout our state. I will help any grouP. teacher. parent. 
or child in their quest for gifted resources. 
Valerie Thompson, Principal. B.B. Rice Elementary. Conroe ISD 

TAOT has accomplished so much towards bringing teachers 
together across the state in achieving differentiation. It is important 
that we now take a role in encouraging research on long-range 
impact It is time to discover andrefine those aspects that have most 
led toward the fulfmment of the gifted child's potential as an adult. 

REGIONvm 
Ann Trull, Director Elementary Education, Paris ISD 

As a result of state-mandated educational programs for 
gifted and talented students at each grade level by the school year 
1990-91, TAGT is afforded the opportunity for tremendous growth 
in membership. TAOT must provide slrong support and leadership 
to ensure further implementation of quality gifted education pro
grams in our state. 
Joyce Ann Wommack, GIT Teacher 

Through teaching experiences, I strive to improve my edu
cational strategies, thus helping each glt student develop his fullest 
potential. I would share experiences and information with other 
teachers. Our contact would provide mutual benefits in the devel
opment of our potential as effective instructors. 

REGION X 
Donna Criswell, PACE Resource Team Leader. Plono ISD 

TAOT must continue to be a leader in advocating gifted 
education for able students in our state. The advocacy can be 
accomplished by aiding personnel in small districts who are now 
faced with the challenge of implementing quality K-12 gifted 
programs. We must also continue to be an advocate and mentor for 
existing programs. 
Andl WIU1ams, Consultantfor Gifted Programs. RichardsonISD 

TAOT can become a vital network for teachers throughout 
Texas by providing opportunities for quality staff development and 
ideas for increased parent and community involvement and by 
serving as an effective advocate for the needs of its members. 

REGION XI! 
Linda Lee, GIT Teacher. Hamilton lSD 

TAGT should have as its purpose to support and advance 
gifted education forevery eligible student in the state, regardless of 
the size or wealth of the district. I would hope to be able to address 
the special needs of small schools in their efforts to meet needs of 
gifted students. 
Ann Wink, Coordinator. Gifted Programs. Killeen 

I would like to be a part of the T AOT Board as we grow and 
expand services during those critical years leading to and following 
mandation. I feel this organization can be a vital part of the future 
success of gifted education in our state. I would like to continue 
to represent the needs and ideas of the parents, students, educators 
and friends of gifted education in Region XII. 
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REGION XIV 
Polly Jo James, GIT Teacher. Abilene 

I believe gifted students need and deserve the opportunity 
to reach their full potential. Therefore, educators and schools have 
a duty to provide gifted students with learning alternatives which 
will challenge and expand their knowledge beyond the regular 
curriculum. 

Connie Ricci, Education Specjalist. Regjon XlV ESC 
During my tenure in office, I hope to make T AOT accessible 

to every school district in my region. Once regional educators 
becomecognizantofthebreadthandscopeofTAOT,1 believe their 
faith in. support of, and loyalty to gifted education will be enhanced 
and strengthened. 

REGION XVI 
Rlchela Chapman, GIT Education Specialist. Region XVI ESC 

It will be my goal to increase the communication oflocal 
districts and TAOT so that our region's efforts in gifted/talented 
education will be known. I visualize every school district in Region 
XVI having a Grr program by 1990 .. .I would like to see TAOT 
continue its effotts in legislation and state-wide staff development. 
Charlotte Huffaker, Parent. Junior High School Teacher 

As Region XVI Representative, I want to continue to be an 
active and effective voice for our Region in TAGT. Specifically,! 
want to continue to help TAOTbe a strang voice in support of gifted 
and talented educational funding. In our area, with our dispropor
tionate number of small school districts. we need to advocate 
support for our schools in meeting their obligation to gifted and 
talented and improving the quality of programs they have. 

REGIONXVm 
Buena K, Dean, Elementary Counselor, Ector County ISD 

My goal is to continue promoting educational activities 
appropriate for gifted/talented individuals through a variety of 
means. Parents, educators, and students are my target audiences for 
information dissemination to better ensure an understanding of the 
possibilities through action. 
Jatawn Wells, Parent 

The Texas Association for the Oifted and Talented should be 
viewed as an informing and guiding association. During my tenure 
in office. I would like to work on a program geared toward 
information and educating classroom teachers ahout the special 
needs of orr students. Also. teachers need to be informed of 
specific criteria to recognize orr students who do not stand out in 
the regular classroom. 

REGION XX 
Margie B.lrwin, GIT Coordinator. Northside ISD 

I will work to: 1) build a network to influence legislation; 2) 
increase membership; 3) push for "quality" programs by helping 
districts within my region; 4) keep members in my district informed 
in matters pertaining to orr education. 
Tracy Weinberg, GIT Coordinator. Pleasanton ISD 

There are many areas I hope to see TAOT involved in: 
1) influencing legislation; 2) developing regional training work
shops; 3) utilizing "high technology", such as Ti-In Network and 
computers, to provide information for smaller districts; 4) expan
sion of scholarship opportunities. 
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YOUR LIBRARIAN RECOMMENDS . .. 
by Mary Jo Hyde, Librarian 
Eisenhower High School 
AldinelSD 

Just when teachers think they have a few weeks to reCllper
ate from the last hectic month of another stress-filled school 
year, someone COmes along making suggestions for learning 
experiences for the approaching school year. While planning a 
vacation may be more exciting than making lesson plans, 
planning for Grr classes can offer more challenges and be easier 
on your budget. Teachers can take advantage of materials 
already tried and proven or tackle some new materials On the 
market. 

An entertaining way to increase word power is by using 
TheMensaBookolWords, WordGames,Puu/es,andOddlties 
by Abbie Salmy. This 144-page book contains facts and quizzes 
involving word origins and derivations, anagrams, palindromes, 
wordsquares, and riddles designed to challenge word lovers at 
all levels. Another new source that sounds intriguing is What To 
DoAAer You Turn Off the TV by Frances MooreLappe. While 
intended mostly for parents, it contains educational games and 
fun activities for every day with the TV off. 

As a librarian I think all srodents should be turned on to 
books, SO I was happy to discover Volume 2 of Books for the 
Gifted Child by Gail A. Nelson and PauIa Hauser; it is 
scheduled for an August 1988 release. It contains annotated 
listings for 150 challenging contemporary fiction and non
fiction titles to help teachers and librarians respond to gifted 
readers' requests and needs. 

Why not check into Lee Green's Creative Slide/Tape 
Programs? It's been around for two years but is still highly 
recommended forschools, service organizations and businesses. 
It describes !be steps in great detail for producing slide tape 
programs and includes black and white illustrations and sketches. 
Every teacher knows what Grr srodents do before cameras. 
Producing this type of program may try your patience, but the 
results will be worth your time and effort. 

Still recommended are Nancy Polette's The Research 
Booklor Gifted Progmms and The Research Almanac. These 
books provide tested activities to motivate orr students into 
higher research levels. The activities are based on critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. 

If you need a straight bibliography of materials available, 
Handbook 01 Instructional Resources and References lor 
Teaching the Gifted could end your search. Written by Frances 
A. Kames and Emily C. Collins in 1986, it lists over 650 
commercially prepared materials along with addresses, prices, 
dimensions of learning, formal, and components. 

Much of !be material available is geared for the elementary 
and junior high level. but these thai are listed here can be used 

14 

in high school as well. Summersare short: enjoy your vacation, but 
don't forget about those energetic, eager GfT students who'll be 
waiting in the fall to challenge you if you don't challenge them 
fIrSti r:l 

CONVENTION UPDATE:" Gifted for Life" 
by Peggy Kress, TAGT President-Elect 
ConroelSD 

Planning is well underway for the eleventh annual TAGT 
Conference. It will be held in Austin, Texas at Ihe Stouffer's Hotel 
on November 16-19, 1988. The theme for this year's conference, 
Girted for Life, challenges participants to look beyond the imme
diate programming needs of school-age children to the impact 
giftedness and its nurrurance has on a person's life. Dr. Felice 
Kaufmann will present the keynote address, sharing longitudinal 
research she is conducting on Presidential Scholars. Dr. Kaufmann 
will also present a workshop in another of her special interests, The 
Underachieving Gifted Child. 

Those attending the conference will find sessions intended to 
help educators and parents provide the most appropriate experi
ences possible to support the growth of gifted children. Special in
depth strands will be available for Ihose beginning a new program, 
for both novice and experienced administrators (see adjoining 
page), and for those with special interests in creativity. 

Experienced teachers, counselors, parents. librarians, admin
istrators, and others will provide practical information which can be 
immediately used as well as inspire in each participant a vision for 
gifted students, their development, and their future. 

Other exciting program options include a featured speech on 
Fridsy by Dr. Terry Brandt. The speech will investigate the 
Psychology ojCreativity. A panel of gifted adults and young adults 
discussing the meaning of giftedness today and tomorrow will 
culminate the conference at the last general meeting on Saturdsy. 

Set in a serene location in the Austin hills. the Stouffer Hotel 
offers aesthetic as well as practical amenities. Social functions 
planned for the conference include the President's Reception on 
Thursday evening to give everyone a chance to meet and greet old 
and new friends, a cash bar social Fridsy to meet with regional rep
resentatives and special presenters who will have discussed Ihe 
value and techniques of advocacy, and a special "Friday night in 
Austin" event. 

Plan now to attend a great conference. It promises to be one 
guaranteed to shape your mission to serve gifted children. Registra
tion information and a preliminary program will be mailed to the 
membership the last week of Augus~ r:l 
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Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 

Eleventh Annual Conference 
November 16-19, 1988 

Stouffer Austin Hotel, Austin, Texas 

'Especia£[y for f1Ltfministrators . .. 

:Friaay, iJ,[pvemEer 18, 1988 

8:30-10:00 Is it Broken & Can 
We Fix It? 
Complexities of Grr 
Program 
Development 

10:30-12:00 Using Lesson Plans 
to Evaluate Programs 
for the Gifted 

Characteristics of 
Effective Principals 
Who Facilitate 
Education of the 
Gifted 

Administration of 
Middle School Programs 
for the Gifted 

12:00-1:30 Administrators' Luncheon 

TAGT &TACS 
Partners in 
Education of the 
Gifted 

Implementation of 
HB 1050 in 
Small School 
Districts 

"Administrators as Instructional Leaders of Gifted Programs" 

1 :30-3:00 Panel Discussion: Four Administrators Answer Questions About 
Successful Grr Programs 

3:30-5:00 Wanted: Super Person Informal Interaction 
for Grr Coordinator with TEA Staff 

Selecting the Right 
Teachers to Teach 
the Gifted 

'Ifie p[easue of your company is requested. 

Further registration information will be available in late August. 
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MENTORING GIFTED STUDENTS: 
A SUMMER CHALLENGE FOR PARENTS 
by Linda H. Cox, Director 
University for Young People 
Baylor University 

It is a tempmtion for parents of gifted children to fill their 
summers with as many enriching activities as family budgets and 
schedules w~1I allow. Carpools are arranged for lessons, camps, and 
schools. While these programs certainly have merit. one of the best 
Summer opportunities for gifted children is to be mentored by their 
parents. 

Mentoring is a popular concept in both education and busi
ness disciplines. It is often cited as the panacea for gifted children 
in classrooms or for young executives trying to move up the 
corporate ladder. Zey (1988) indicates the relationship between 
mentoring and creativity: 

"The mentor esmblishes a safe, secure environment 
in which novel ideas are developed, nurtured, 
experimented with, and successfully introduced. 
It is the mentor's job to insure that the mentee has 
time and freedom necessary to develop ideas .••. " 
(p.50) 

Summertime is a good time to re-establish the home as the safe 
secure environment for gifted children. ' 

Lea and Leibowitz (1983) list ten activities associated with 
mentoring: teaching, guiding, advising. counseling, sponsoring. 
role-modeling, validating, motivating, protecting, and communi
cating. Prichard (1985) describes the many roles for parents of 
gifted children: educators, career guides, emotional support givers, 
social mOd~ls, disciplinarians, schedulers, time managers, society 
buffers, ethlcal models, and listeners-conversationalists. Although 
LeaandLeibowitz'sactivitieshavebusinessapplications.Prichard's 
roles for parents are very similar. 

:-0 ~en~reffectively theirchildren,parents must be willing 
to provlde mdividual time for them. This necessitates active in
volvement; parents cannot be content to drop the children at the 
museum or sign them up to read one hundred books at the library. 
Parents must also explore the museum and read with their children. 
They must actively interact with their children. Parents must be 
willing to initiate some type of activity or to participate in an 
activity initiated by their children. As mentors, they may need to 
research the topic, study, and prepare for these times together. 
Successful mentnring does not just happen. 

The literature contains specific activities appropriate for 
mentoring. Alvino (1985) suggests watching television together, 
so that critical viewing becomes a habit; comparing news and edi
torials; and playing no-cost family games. Voss (1987) advocates 
questioning s!rategies for parents to foster critical and creative 
thinking. Debowy (1987) offers an open-ended thinking game, 
where one person makes a statement and others must invent 
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questions to fit that answer. Alvino cites the most often stated desire 
of gifted children regarding learning is that they want hands-on 
activities and applied information. 

The success of the summer mentoring experience between 
parents and children can be viewed in terms of the assimilation of 
family values. Sisk (1987) posits that gifted children need to feel 
understood and that they are a part of the family of humanity. 
Parents. as mentors, can make a significant contribution to their 
children's education and have a memorable summer. r:J 

( Bibliographic references available on request.) 

"To mentor effectively their children, parents must 
be willing to provide individual time for them. " 

GRANTS FOR EXCELLENCE 
by Mary Jane Reeves, Secretary 
Chairperson, TAGT Finance Committee 

Since its inception in 1987, the Grants for Excellence 
Program of TAGT has provided financial assismnce to seven 
org.'u:,~ations across the state to help them provide programs and 
acUv,l1es that address the needs of gifted students. These projects 
have ranged from an extensive parent education program, spon
sored by an Education Service Center, to a fairly small pilot 
program for elementary mentorships, requested by a teacher of the 
gifted. The intent of the Grants is to encourage organizations that 
reach out to the gifted by helping them implement appropriate 
projects. 

Tax-exempt organizations whose project supports the goals 
of TAGT are invited to submit proposals at this time. An applica
tion form follows, along with a statement of the Association's 
goals. 

TAGTGOALS 

1. To influence statewide legislation concerned 
with gifted and talented programming and 
increase funding for those programs. 

2. To promote smtewide public awareness of 
gifted education. 

3. To increase membership in TAGT. 
4. To strengthen the relationship between TAGT, 

the Texas Education Agency, the State Board of 
Education, and other educational organizations. 

5. To emphasize the importance of parental 
leadership in the educational process. 

6. To publish documents that offer assistance to 
Association members. 

7. To seek additional financial support for 
Association prognuns with specific emphasis 
On its scholarship program for teachers. parents, 
and students. 

8. To foster improved communication between 
the Association and colleges and universities 
in Texas. 
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1988 GRANTS FOR EXCELLENCE 

Name of Project: ______________________ _ 

ContactPerson: _______________________ _ 

Address City State Zip 

Amount requested: _______ ....;Tax Exempt # _________ _ 

Please respond to the following (attach responses to application): 

1. Provide an overview of your project, explaining its purpose, the audience it addresses, 
and how it will benefit either gifted students and/or the membership of TAGT. 

2. Explain which of the TAGT goals your project will address and how. 

3. Explain specifically how the funds you are requesting will be used. 
(Examples include honoraria for speakers, printing costs, postage for surveys, etc.) 

4. What percentage of the total cost of your project does this request represent? 

5. How will TAGT's grant be acknowledged? (Examples include recognition of grant on 
printed materials, acknowledgment at conference, etc.) 

6. Explain the time-line of your project, including beginning and ending dates, expected 
date of implementation, etc. 

Please return application by September 1, 1988, to: 

TAGT 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 

Austin, TX 78766-9802 
Attn: Grants for Excellence 

Applicants will be notified by November 30, 1988. Recipients will be asked to submit a brief 
evaluation on completion of the project. 
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TEXAS ACADEMY OF MATH 
AND SCIENCE ATTRACTS 
GIFTED HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

At the initiative of the University of North Texas, the Texas 
legislature in its 1987 session enacted House Bill 2079 establishing 
the Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science. The Academy 
is a tw,,"year residential early admissions university program for 
gifted Texas students particularly talented in science and mathe
matics. Students are admitted to the university in the fall semester 
following their sophomore high school year. Selection is based on 
standardized test scores, scholastic record, evidence of intellectual 
curiosity, aptitude and potential in science and mathematics, and a 
personal interview. The initial class of up to 100 students will be 
admitted in the faIl semester of1988, with 100 more in 1989 and 200 
per year thereafter. 

The Academy provides an opportunity for students to com
plete concurrently their last tWO years of high school and ftrsttwo 
years of college in residence at the University of North Texas. The 
curriculum consists entirely of university courses taught by UNT 
faculty. It satisfies the requirements for graduation from high 
school and also earns for the students two years of college credit. 

In contrast to advanced high schools in other states, the Texas 
Academy is specifically a university program. Living on the UNT 
campus, students are immersed in a stimulating environment of 
research and instruction and can sense the excitement about science 
often missing in the usual high school setting. They are housed in 
separate residence hall facilities with the appropriate residence staff 
to provide the supervision, counseling, and assistance for these 
younger students. 

There are no tuition or fee charges, but in the absence of full 
state funding, students are responsible for room, board and books. 
Need-based scholarships are available. State funding is very likely 
to be forthcoming in the next legislative session, in which case the 

According to Dr. Rogers Redding, director of the Academy, 
the need for such a program in Texas is clear. The science and 
engineering professions in the United States are facing a decline in 
the number of graduates. The American Electronics Association 
forecasts a nationwide shortage of 120,000 electrical engineers 
alone by the end of the decade. Increasingly, graduate programs are 
turning to foreign students to keep their research programs viable. 
Although many of these international students remain to make 
important contributions in the U.S., Redding believes it would be 
poor national policy nOt to stimulate the growth of American 
technology, particularly when so many challenging vistas in super
conductivity, genetics, computing and communications are open
ing up. Even harder hit are the areas of science and mathematics 
education where a gradual defection from theranks-18,000teach
ers nationwide in 1984-has undermined the educational infra
structure. 

Although no quick fix is guaranteed toreverse this trend, Texas 
can take an important step forward in diversifying its own economy 
by steering more of its brightest students towards careers in the 
basic sciences, thereby preparing them for important contributions 
to high-tech industry. TAGT feels particularly privileged to be 
sharing in this venture; the Association has been given a seat on the 
Academy's advisory board. In the course of time, the early identi
fication of youngsters talented in science and mathematics. com
bined with the special opportunities the North Texas Academy 
affords, can have a significant impact on both the state's and the 
nation's technological future. 

For more information about the North Texas Academy and its 
application procedures, please contact: 

Dr. Rogers Redding, Director 
Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science 
University of North Texas 
P.O. Box 5307 
Denton, Texas 76203·9988 

IC ({) MI!l N r[J, A 1f1fJ&A 1C1f!l ({) N S ••• 

TAGTIDUKE ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORKSHOPS 
ALDINE, AUGUST 15-16 PLANO, AUGUST 17-18 

(see related Story. pg. 5) 

HEB TAG ASSOCIATION: FALL CONSORTIUM, OCT. 24, SPRING GARDEN ELEMENTARY 
Contact person: Gordon Doggett, (817) 267·6867 

18 

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND WORKSHOP, REGION I, HARLINGEN, SEPTEMBER 24th 
Contact person: Lou Ann Estep ( 512) 430.4497 
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STUDENT ART COMPETITION AND 
AWARDS ANNOUNCED FOR TEMPQ 
COVERS 
by Beth Moreno 

CALL FOR ARTICLES . .. 

This issue of TEMPO features on the cover the art work of 
Johanna Dom, a frrst-grader at Windsor Park School in Corpus 
Christi. Her teacher is Gloria Rivera. Johanna's drawing was 
selected from a strong freld of entries solicited in the last issue of 
TEMPO. Entries were judged not only On originality and technique 
but on their appropriateness to the issue's theme. Johanna's 
drawing seemed to catch especially well the summer theme of 
"reading, relaxing, reflecting." 

YOUR contributions to the TEMPO are warmly invited! Please 
submit articles of general interest to parents and teachers for 
possible publication in the TEMPO. 

Please use the following guidelines for articles you submit: 

1. Answer the five journalistic questions: Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? 

2. Please type and double-space articles, 50 spaces 
per line. 25 lines per page. 

"Both Johanna and her teacher have earned our congratula
tions. And thank you to all the other participan~. We enjoyed your 
work and are keeping it on file. Don't be surprised if you see 
yours elfin SOme later issue, " said Laura Allard, Executive Director. 

3. Include your name. position/role. region, address, and 
daytime telephone number. 

4. Please limit articles to 250 words or less. 

The theme of the fall issue is: GIFTED FOR LIFE. Articles 
must be received by August 1. Elementary studen~ in grades 4~ are invited to submit 

entries for the cover of the fall, or conference, issue. The theme of 
the conference and the TEMPO will be GIFTED FOR LIFE
a look at the life-long implications of giftedness. All entries must 
be received by August 15. Students should submit 7 X 7 originals 
on white paper in a black medium such as charcoal, felt-tip pens, 
dark pencils, or black crayon. 

Send all submissions to TAGT, Attn: Beth Moreno, Managing 
Editor, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, Texas, 78766-9802. 

Studen~ submitting art should attach an identification label. 
If art work is to be returned. a stamped. self-addressed envelope is 
required. 

Each winning student will receive five copies of TEMPO 
and a beautiful wall plaque. Sponsoring teacbers will receive a 
$25.00 check for student art materials. Complete details are avail
able from the TAGT regional representative. 0 

The Editorial and Research Committee, 
Kathy Hargrove, editor; 

Hillrey Dufner 
Patricia Haensly 
Martha McKee 
Beth Moreno. 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 Austin, TX 78766-9802 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CARD 

NAME __________________________________________ _ 

ADDRESS __________________________________________ _ 

CITY _______________________ STATE~ ________ ~Z~ ______ __ 

PHONE(s) (I.-__ ---J). ____________________________________ _ 

__ New Membership 
~arent (ESC Region--> 

~embership Renewal 
___ Educators (ESC Region-J 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $. ____ __ 

$15 Individual $25 Family $100 Patron $400 Lifetime 
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For Your TAGT Files 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1988 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Wayne Craigen, President, (806) 376-5531, Amarillo lSD, 1616 South Kentucky, Bldg. C, Suite 130, Amarillo, TX 79102 (Region XVI) 
Margaret Kress, President-Elect, (409) 756-7751, Conroe ISO, 700 North Thompson. Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 
Kathy Hargrove, Filst Vice-President, (214) 881-8007, Plano ISO, 1517 Avenue H, Plano, TX 75074 (Region X) 
Celeste Barnes, Second Vice-President, (713) 623-5232, Houston ISO, 3830 Richmond, Houston, TX 77027 (Region IV) 
Mary Jane Reeves, Secretary, (806) 376-5521, Region XVI Education Service Center, P.O. Box 30600, Amarillo, TX 79120 
Bertie Kingore, Immediate Past-President, (915) 677-7281, Hardin Simmons University, Drawer E, Abilene, TX 79698 (Region XIV) 
Laura Allard, Executive Dilector, (512) 343-1886, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 78766-9802 (Region XIII) 
Ann Shaw, (512) 463-9455, Dilector of GiftedlTalented Education, lEA, 1701 North Congress, Austin, TX 78701 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

Hillrey Dufner, (512) 968-1515, Weslaco ISO, P.O. Box 266, Weslaco, TX 78596 I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 

VI 
VII 
VIII 

Ginger Harris, (512) 992-5975, Windsor Park Elementary School, 4525 South Alameda. Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
Amanda Batson, (512) 576-3131, Victoria ISO, P.O. Box 1759, Victoria, TX 77902 
Ann Weiss, (713) 353-9194, 4007 Cypress Lake Drive, Spring, TX 77388 
Ginger Rigby, (409) 735-3555, Hatton Elementary School, Bridge City, TX 77611 
Patricia Haensly, (409) 845-2337, Gifted and Thlented Institute, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843 
Kathy Harry, (214) 566-8321, Tyler ISO, P.O. Box 2035, Tyler, TX 75710 
Suzanne Patty, (214) 784-6668, Paris ISO, 1920 Clarksville, Paris, TX 75460 
Jean Holcombe, (817) 692'{)S58, 1800 Brazos, Wichita Falls, TX 76309 IX 

X 
XI 
XII 
XIII 
XIV 
XV 
XVI 
XVII 
XVIII 

Micky Mayer, (214) 231-6301, Region X Education Service Center, P.O. Box 831300, Richardson, TX 75083-1300 
Gordon Doggett, (817) 283-4461, HEB ISO, 1849 Central Drive, Bedford, TX 76021 

XIX 
XX 

Ann Wink, (817) 5264530, Killeen ISO, P.O. Box 967, Killeen, TX 76540 
Marcy Voss, (409) 968-3131, La Grange lSD, P.O. Box 100, La Grange, TX 78945 
Polly Jo James, (915) 677-2746, 625 South 8th, Abilene, TX 79602 
James Coffey, (915) 658-6571, Region XV Education Service Center, P.O. Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 
Charlotte Huffaker, (806) 353-0498, 3505 Danbury, Amarillo, TX 79109 
Deanna Van Pelt, (806) 828-5837, Slaton ISO, 300 South 9th, Slaton, TX 79364 
B.K. Dean, (915) 332-6712, Ector County ISO, P.O. Box 3912, Odessa, TX 79760 
Patricia Panus (915) 595-5712, Ysleta ISO, 9600 Sims, EI Paso, TX 79925 
Margie Irwin (512) 647-2204, Northside ISO, 5900 Evers Road, San Antonio, TX 78238 

Kathy Hargrove, Editor 
TAGT tempo 
1517 Avenue H 
Plano, TX 75074 

ii3XAs ASSOClATIONPOR TIiB OIFIBD 
AND T ALBNT11D 

TAOT j~"f1O ill publiDd by IbJ TWC*8 
~Iatlon Car til!! GIfbId IIIIIi T.IenIDd. P. O. Ball. 
9801111114, A~*" TX 781(16, (.!ll) )4M886. 

T AOT iB.1I DE'DplQfit IlI"pniylioa ol piRlMS 
md pro!elllkmllli prcmotlna ~ ~m;.tkm 
fur "iflDd and talenWd in It. Sill .. of T lUll. 

TAGT tUIIpD III PIlblil:lllld qUSf!ml.y mu:\ ia 
IYlliI.bI, Ihrn.iib. ~l!frI':jItltp (n' UpoII. teqllllit. 
AddMlIlIll C«I1IrpandH1P1 nI&udina T AOT 't'~1I' 
tc. J:ht, AIlc.Wllddftlll. 

TAOT amnii! MC:ml.wmhlp It $15,00. SmuI. 
fl\f.~I'I}1ip!'.!.l!1 ~~ TAGT,P. O. BIDl9802/1S14. 
Aulll.in, TX 78166. 

Non-Profit 8r§:anization . p!y&tage 
Austin~ Texas 

78,67 
Permit No. 941 


