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An End and a Beginning ••• 
by Margaret Kress 

Coordinator of Special Programs 
ConroeISD 

This final message to the membership carries with it the 
satisfaction ofTAGT's accomplishments this past year and the 
anticipation of its continued growth and influence in the State. 
We successfullly navigated another legislative session with H.B. 
1050 intact. TAGT is moving smoothly through the transition 
between our first Executive Director, Laura Allard, and our 
newly selected one, Connie McLendon. With the talent both 
women possess and their concern for gifted children. TAGT 
remains in very strong hands. 

TAGT's mission is only jnst beginning. Implementation of 
the mandate and the fight for increased funding loom as exciting 
challenges in the next few years. I appreciate your support of 
gifted children and look forward to working with you as we 
continue to seek more appropriate education for gifted children 
in Texas. q 
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Why "A Love of Learning"? 
by Jeanne Hranitzky, President-elect 

Director of Staff Development 
Highland Park ISD 

Buckminsrer Fuller once described the human as "a well
designed learning machine" from the time of birth. I like that 
description and the connotations that it brings. T. Teyler in The 
Human Brain states that at birth the human brain contains 100 
to 200 billion neurons, each ready to be developed and used for 
the highest levels of human potential. And yet, Ferguson in The 
Brain Revolution points out that it is estimated that we acroally 
use only about 5% of those neurons before we die. If we think of 
how human beings are equipped with unique ways to input 
information through a multi-sensory approach that combines the 
use of all of the senses and the need for man to both satisfy and 
stimulate his curiosity and quest for new information, we begin 
to understand why it is so necessary for parents and reachers to 
instill a love of learning in children from the time that they are 
able to use this "learning machine" to explore the world in which 
they live. 

Much attention has been paid recently to the need 10 

develop critical thinking skills and creative production in all 
students and the fact that the traditional classroom often fails to 
accomplish much more than the introduction of facts at low 
levels of cognition. All srodents need to develop a love of 
learning that will take them into adulthood with a quest for new 
information and the ability to use these skills to make the world 
better for themselves and others. Learning must become a joy 
and a pleasure. Without the joy and pleasure, even higher level 
skills that are well developed are seldom used. 

It is our hope that this year's conference will introduce you 
to new avenues of thought and will offer adventure through the 
exploration of new topics and strategies. That is why we have 
included strands in fine arts, creativity, and the affective areas as 
well as those that address the more traditional curricular areas. 
We wish to stimulate a love of learning in you, the conference 
panicipants, so that you can share this love with your students, 
children, and peers. A love of learning can be contagious I 0 

Cover Design 
This issue's striking cover was designed for TAGT by 
Mary 1. Wilson, a member of the Southers & Lyons 
Law Firm in San Antonio. She Is an attorney and the 
mother of a three-year old son, James H. Wilson. We 
thank her for having captured so well the feeling and 
mood of San Antonio. 
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TAGT ACQUIRES 
NEW EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

We are fortunate, indeed, to be able to welcome aboard our 
new Executive Director, Connie McLendon. On July 19, the 
Executive Committee met to interview and finalize selection 
from a field of highly qualified candidates. Among Connie's 
sterling qualifICations especially important to TAGT's future 
work are her uetworking contacts and rich working relationship 
with members of the Texas legislature; her extended experience 
with numerous state agencies, especially the Texas Education 
Agency; and her educational background in communications, 
both in group dynamics and fIlm/television media forms. 

Since earning a B.S. from Texas A&I in 1965 as an Educa
tion major, with teaching fields in English and History, Connie 
has been continuously involved in public school and university 
teaching, with administrative positions at both levels. Her 
college loyalties are varied as she earned an M.A. from North 
Texas State in 1973, and postgraduate smdies have found her at 
the University of Metz (France), Stanford University, San Jose 
State, Texas A&I, and Texas A&M. 

Her interest in gifted and talented education began with 
appointment as "Coordinator of Creative Staff Development"' for 
Corpus Christi ISD. Connie then served on the state's first Task 
Force for the Gifted and Talented in 1975, a group guided by 
Ann Shaw, the then newly appointed TEA director for the 
Office of Gifted and Talented Education. Most recently she has 
served as the legislative liaison for TEA to the 1989 71st Texas 
Legislature and through these activities has developed contacts 
in many state agencies. 

Connie's legislative and communciation skills and her fresh 
outlook on possibilities for expanding the influence of TAGT 
will be important factors as Texas moves beyond the 1990-91 
mandate years. Her expressed intent to serve as facilitator for the 
comminee structure of the TAGT Executive Board, to listen 
carefully to ideas and needs, and to seek creative yet practical 
implementation for generated plans, suggests TAGT will be well 
served by Connie McLendon as our second ever Executive 
Director. We bid you WELCOME. Conniel r:l 

Unless the special abilities of gifted and talented 
children and youth are recognized and developed 

during their elementary and secondary school years, 
much of their special potential for contributing to 

the national interest is likely to be lost. 

Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Children and 
Youth Education Act of 1987 
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FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
by Connie McLendon 

A hand-embroidered antique sampler hangs above my 
bedroom chiffonier bearing the proverbial lines: What we are is 
God's gift to us-What we become is our gift to God. Thinking 
about the progress that has been made on behalf of the gifted and 
talented, yet the distance still to go, I am panicularly drawn to 
the old sampler's words, wondering if this time-worn moral 
instructive-worked anonymously in lavender, blue and green 
cross-stitch-is trying to tell me something. With your indul
gence, I would like to explore the possibility. 

Looking back, TAGT's chaner members,like the 
sampler's author, created for a purpose. The Association's goal 
from the beginning was "to promote and improve the education 
of the gifted and talented." The sampler's message was intended 
to instruct. r AGT also developed a straight-forward, purposeful 
didactic-"increase public awareness of the gifted." Since its 
inception, TAGT members-parents, educators and key advo· 
cates from a variety of callings-have worked diligently to 
educate decision makers and the general public about the critical 
importance of identifying and serving the needs of the gifted. 
The fixed message of the sampler has not varied; nor have 
TAGT's basic tenets changed. 

One might only guess what effect the old sampler has had 
over the years. A strong and growing advocacy affums TAGT's 
influence. In 1978 only about forty people came to Houston to 
attend TAGT's first statewide conference. This November we 
are expecting more than 2.000 conferees to gather in San 
Antonio for the 1989 meeting. With a membership approaching 
4,000, TAGT is the country's largest advocacy association for 
the gifted and talented. Much indeed has been accomplished. 
Echoing the words of the sampler, TAGT has "become" the 
state's most influential, effective voice, speaking out to insure 
that our brightest and most talented are provided opportunities to 
realize their gifts. 

Much that has been accomplished for the state's gifted and 
talented should be attributed to an active, involved TAGT 
membership, to the Association's able and dedicated Executive 
Board, and to its first unwearying, wise. caring. one-of-a-kind 
Executive Director. Laura Allard. 

As your new Executive Director, I applaud your successes 
and acknowledge the example you have set Like you, I see the 
distance still to go. I am looking forward to our journey and am 
eager to begin. In a few days I will meet for the first time with 
the President and Executive Board. Guided by the new long. 
range plan, together we will chart the Association's course. In 
the months ahead I will share with you some of the directions we 
will take. 

I am pleased to be on the job and look forward to serving 
as your Director. r:l 
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Around the State . .. 
TWO TEXAS STUDENTS NAMED 

BEVAN SCHOLARS 
Top Scores in Duke Talent Search 

Herman Walker Scott Walker 

Hennan Walker, a thirteen year-old who recently completed 
seventh grade at Keystone School in San Antonio and Scott 
Walker, a seventh grade student at Bonham Junior High in 
Odessa are two of nine students named as William and Dorothy 
C. Bevan Scholars by the Duke University Talent Identification 
Program. This award is given to seventh graders who eam the 
highest scores on the math and verbal portions of the SAT and 
ACT college entrance exams in a nine-state region. 

In addition to their shared surnames and astronomical scores 
(above 1300), the two boys have something else in common; 
they both moved this summer. Hennan (Bern) will be leaving 
San Antonio for Lewisville, north of Dallas while Scott has just 
arrived in Austin from West Texas. Bern's father is a retired 
teacher from the military and his mother, an educator. SCali's 
parents are both professional educators and administrators as 
well. Bern plans to attend Duke's prestigious summer school 
next year. Scott keeps busy with his interests in architectural 
design and urban planning. 

The Duke Talent Identification Program (TIP) Talent Search 
is aimed at able seventh grade students interested in taking the 
SAT or ACT tests early as a way of learning more about their 
own abilities, receiving infonnation about educational options, 
and comparing themselves to other college-bound students. The 
scholarship money may be applied to cover the e~penses of a 
three-week residential summer session at Duke University open 
to exceptionally able students identified through the search. 0 

TAGT to Organize Speakers' Bureau 
by Marcy Voss, Region XIll Representative 

After receiving many requests for help in locating speakers, 
TAGT is creating a bank of speakers for referral purposes who 
have expertise in gifted/talented education. 

An application for becoming part of the Speakers' Bureau 
will appear in the Winter issue of tempo. Persons completing 
the application will need to provide infonnation concerning 
area(s) of e1<pertise, experience as a speaker, and references. The 
applications will be retwned to the TAGT office. 

Districts or organizations requesting speakers will receive a 
copy of the applications of all speakers in their geographical area 
having e1<pertise in the topic to be addressed. TAGT will not 
endorse any of the speakers; we will simply serve as a clearing
house for this information. It is hoped the the Speakers' Bureau 
will provide a valuable service for the TAGT membership 0 
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1989 TAGT Fellowship Grant Winner 

On May 6, the Editorial and Research Committee was 
pleased to name Kay Weise of Houston as the recipient of the 
1989 $2,000 Fellowship Grant. Her proposal to address the 
question of where and how gifted education fits in the research 
on effective schools was of outstanding caliber. The objective of 
this funded study is, through examination and analysis of the 
accumulated literature on effective schools, to generate the 
questions that must be addressed in more specifically targeted 
research on the short- and long-range effects of gifted education. 
Documentation of the effects of the instructional strategies and 
programming (including ability grouping, acceleration, enrich
ment, and identification practices) that we in gifted education 
have been promoting is critical if we are to continue receiving 
legislative support, funding and credibility from other educa
tional professionals. 

Kay Weise, having earned a B.A. in English from the 
University of Houston and a M.A. from Sam Houston State, is 
currently working toward an Ed.D. in Educational Administra
tion. Kay has been an active planner and conductor of in-service 
training in gifted education in districts throughout the state of 
Texas. She has also completed more than 250 clock hours of 
specialized training from the Nationai/S tate Leadership Training 
Institute for Gifted and Talented in the areas of programming, 
identification, curriculum, and teacher training. 

Kay will be presenting the results of her study at the Fall 
Conference on Friday afternoon as part of the Administrators' 
strand. Come hear the results of her research. We are sure you 
will appreciate her valuable findings I 0 

CALL FOR ARTICLES ••• 
YOUR contributions to the tempo are warmly invited! 
Please use the following guidelines: 
1. Answer the five jownalistic questions: Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? 
2. Please type and double-space articles. 
3. Include your name, positiOn/role, region. address, and 
daytime telephone number. 
4. We are removing the 250 word limit but would ask you 
to use your discretion when planning a submission. 
Our members have many interesting things to say
which is why we felt the 250 word limit was constraining, 
but at the same time, we do have space limitations 
and reserve the right to edit for length. 
Please use your usual good Sense-<lnd luIep the 
material coming. We love it! 

The theme of the Winter issue is: SECONDARY 
EDUCATION. Articles must be received by 
December 1. The focus of the Spring issue will be: 
UNDERACHIEVEMENT. Deadline for that copy will 
be Marcb 1. 

Send all submissions to TAGT, P.O. Box 9802 #814, 
Austin, Texas, 78766-9802. A TIN: Beth Moreno, 
Managing Editor 
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When the morning bell rings on September I, you, the teacher of that gifted and talented 
student, will find him or her face to face. Then .... 

Who is That Student? 

Who is that student? 
That student before you is: 
More than a shock of sun-bleached hair, 
More than designer jeans, 
More than nervous chatter and wide open eyes, crinkly with laughter. 
She is more than reams of unlined paper unsullied by the touch of a ball point pen. 
That student is one more chance for an answer to every challenge facing humanity. 

Who is that student? 
That student before you is much more than his needs; 
More than the need for an approving sidewise glance from the little brunette in the third row, 
More than a desperate need for total acceptance from peers, 
More than the need for "ceilingless" learning experiences. 
That student is an embodiment of all the exciting expectations he has to find himself 

and to like the person he finds. 

Who is that student? 
That student before you is the possibility of the creation of new concepts for learning, 

new products to dazzle future generations, 
The possiblity for solutions to complex problems that await future philosophers, 
The possibility for solutions that deal with human aggression which has caused death, 

destruction, and bloodshed throughout untold ages, 
That student is the possiblity of the most exciting discovery of all, 

greatness within him or herself. 

Who is that student? 
That student before you is the answer to life's yearning for itself; 
That student before you is a poet's page waiting to be written; 
That student before you is voyage into uncharted spaces. 

Who is that student? 
That student before you is the captain of daring explorations into an unlimited frontier, 

the human psyche. 
That student is a candidate for guiding space colonies to nestle among sparkling 

boulevards of stars. 
That student may chart the course for a new suburbia in a bubble covered city on the 

ocean floor. 
That student is the key to an apple fresh future. 
That student before you will unlock barriers beckoning toward treasures and challenges facing 

the twenty-fltst century and beyond. 
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Rosemary Monferdini, 
Orr Language Arts, 7th Grade 
ConroeISD 
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Convention Preview . .. 

What Should Young Children Be Learning? 
by Lilian G. Katz, Director, ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary 
and Early Childhood Education 

Recent research on intellectual and social development and 
learning is rich in implications for .curriculum and teaching 
strategies for early childhood education. Unfortunately, educa
tional practices tend to lag behind what is known ahout teaching 
and learning. This article discusses curriculum and methods of 
teaching which best serve children's long-term development. 

The Nature of Development 
The concept of development includes two dimensions: the 

normative dimension, concerning the capabilities and limitations 
of most children at a given age, and the dynamic dimension, 
concerning the sequence and changes that occur in all aspects of 
the child's functioning as he/she grows. It also addresses the cu
mulative effects of experience. While the normative dimension 
indicates what children can and cannot do at a given age, the 
dynamic dimension raises questions ahout what children should 
or should not do at a particular time in their development in light 
of possible long-term consequences. 

In many preschool programs and kindergartens, young 
children are engaged in filling out worksheets, reading from 
flash cards or reciting numbers in rote fashion. But just because 
young children can do those things, in a normative sense, is not 
sufficient justification for requiring them to do so. Young 
children usually do willingly most things adults ask of them. 
But their willingness is not a reliable indicator of the value of an 
activity. The developmental question is not, What can children 
do? Rather it is, What should children do that best serves their 
development and learning in the long term? 

Learning Through Interaction 
Contemporary research confirms the view that young 

children learn most effectively when they are engaged in interac
tion rather than in merely receptive or passive activities. Young 
children should be interacting with adults, materials and their 
surroundings in ways which help them make sense of their Own 
experience and environment.They should be investigating and 
observing aspects of their environment worth learning ahout, and 
recording their finds and observations through talk, paintings 
and drawings. Interaction that arises in the course of such 
activities provides a context for much social and cognitive 
learning. 

Four Categories of Learning 
The four categories following are especially relevant to the 

education of young children: knowledge, skills, feelings, and 
dispositions. Dispositions are not learned through instruction or 
drill. The dispositions that children need to acquire or to 
strengthen---curiousity, creativity. cooperation, friendliness-are 
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learned primarily from being around people who exhibit them. 
It is unfortunate that some dispoSitions, such as being curious or 
puzzled, are rarely displayed by adults in front of children. 
Teachers can strengthen certain dispositions by setting learning 
goals rather than performance goals. A teacher who says, "I 
want to see how much you canjind out about something," rather 
than, "J want to see how well you can do," encourages children 
to focus on what they are learning rather than on their perform
ance, and how others wili judge their performance. 

Risks of Early Academic Instruction 
Research suggests that the introduction of academic work 

into the early childhood curriculum yields good results on 
standardized tests in the short term, butmay be counterproduc
tive in the long term. For example. the risk of early instruction in 
beginning reading skills is that the amount of drill and practice 
required for succeSS at an early age wili undennine children's 
dispositions to be readers. It is clearly not useful for a child to 
learn skilis if, in the process of acquiring them, the disposition to 
use them is lost. 

Variety of Teaching Methods 
For practical reasons there are limits to how varied 

teaching methods can be. It should be noted, however, that 
while approaches dominated by workbooks often claim to 
individualize instruction, they really individualize nothing more 
than the day on which a child completes a routine task. Such 
programs can weaken the disposition to learn. 

As for the learning environment, the younger the children 
are, the more informal it should be. Informal learning environ
ments encourage spontaneous play and cooperative effort. In 
spontaneous play, children engage in whatever play activities 
interest them. Cooperative effort occurs when children engage in 
such activities as group projects, investigations, and construc
tions. 

Conclusion 
Spontaneous play is not the only alternative to early 

academic instruction. The data on children's learning suggests 
that preschool and kindergarten experiences require an intellec
tuallyoriented approach in which children interact in small 
groups as they work together on projects which help them make 
sense of their own experience. These projects should also 
strengthen their dispositions to observe, experiment, inquire, and 
examine more closely the worthwhile aspects of their environ
ment. Q 

Dr. Katz wUI be the keYllote speaker at Fr1dily's ,elleral sessloll 
0/ the Annual Conference, November 8-11, San Antonw, 
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Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Twelfth Annual Conference 

Wednesday, November 8 

A lUJVlE OfF lLlEAlEi'lIINIG 
San Antonio Marriott Rivercenter Hotel 

November 8 - 11, 1989 
<!:<!I!II/jIl~lI/jeil/J>lI/j 1/J>1I~ll'lIi~w 

Registration Conference Level 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Exhibits Exhibit Hall (Salons A,B, F) 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
River Barge Dinner Chamber of Commerce Landing 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
(Corner of Alamo and Commerce; registration packets will be available at landing for diners.J 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Thursday, November 9 

Registration 
Exhibits 

General Session 

Morning Breakout Session I 
Afternoon Breakout Session II 
Afternoon Breakout Session III 

Mexican Fiesta 

Conference Level 
Exhibit Hall (Salons, A,B, F) 

7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Ballroom, Conference Level 8:30a.m.- 10 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Mary Meeker 
Goal IX: The Unwritten Goal 

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
1:15 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Ballroom 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Friday, November 10 
Registration 
Exhibits 

General Session 

Morning Breakout Session IV 
Afternoon Breakout Session V 
Afternoon Breakout Session VI 

Conference Level 
Exhibit Hall (Salons A,B, F) 

8:00 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
8:00 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

Ballroom, Conference Level 8:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Lilian Katz 
Engaging Children's Minds 

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
1:15 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m . 

•• • •• •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••• •••••••••• ••••• •• 
Saturday, November 11 
Morning Breakout Session VII 
Morning Breakout Session VIII 

8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
10:15 a.m.- 11:45 a.m. 

Due to the wide variety of eating places both within and around the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel, 
meal functions, with the exception of the Mexican Fiesta, have not been scheduled. 
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Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Conference Registration Form 

Return Registration Form aad Payment to: 
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 Twelfth Annual Conference 

San Antonio Marriott Rivercenter Hotel 
November 8 - 11, 1989 

Austin. Texas 78766-9802 
(512) 343-1886 

PLEASE PRlNT 

Name __________________ Telephone, _______ _ 

Addr~s' ______________________________ _ 

Street City State Zip 

District/Schooll _______________________________ _ 

(only one registration per fonn; please feel free to duplicate this page) 

Registration Options (Registration fee does Mt include membership dues. Two dotlars of every registration fee 
is donated to TAGT scholarship fund.) 

1. Registration by Oct. 25 for current members or those who join TAGT now •••••••••••••••••••• 75.00 __ 
2. Registration after Oct. 25 for members ................................................. 85.00 __ 

3. Registration by Oct. 25 for non-members ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 100.00 __ 
4. Registration after Oct. 25 for non-members •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110.00 __ 

5. One day registration for members by Oct. 25. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. • • • • .. • • • • .. • .. • .. • • • • .. •• 35.00 __ 
Please check appropriate day. 
__ Thursday __ Friday 
After October 25th. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ... 45.00 __ 

6. One day registration for non-members by Oct. 25 ........................................ 50.00 __ 
Please check appropriate day. 
__ Thursday __ Friday 
Mter October 25th ................................... 60.00 __ 

7. Saturday Only 
Members. • .. • • • • • • • . • • .. • • • • ... • .... .. .. ........... 15.00 __ 
Non-members. • • • • • • • .. .. .. .. • • .. .. .. .. .. • • • .. .. • ... 25.00 __ 

8. Administrators' Luncheon (Friday) No on-site payment will be accepted ...................... 15.00 __ 

9. Barge Dinner Party, Wednesday, Nov. 8 (limited to 60 persons) ...••••••..••.•..••...•...... 13.00 __ 
Please enclose separate check made out to TAGT for this event: no refunds. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
[fyou are joining TAGTfor theftrst time or renewing your membership. please complete theform below and include 

your dues with your registration payment. 

__ New Membership __ Annual Membership Renewal 

__ Parent __ Educator (ESC Region----.J 

$,--

$,--

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR CHECK. NO PURCHASE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

__ $15.00 Individual __ $25.00 Family 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 

CANCELLATION POLICY: Registration fee less a $20 service cbarge per person will be returned if cancellation is 

requested in writing and postmarked by November 1. 1989. Refunds will be issued by December 31,1989. 
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LIGHT BRIGHT 
A Bright Idea for Bright Minds in Primary Grades 
by Joyce Martin, teacher, Port Angeles, Washington 

As a second-grade teacher at Helen Haller Elementary 
School in the Washington town of Sequim, I was frustrated by 
what might seem to be an unusual problem~bright students. 
That year (1985), nearly half of my class consisted of gifted 
and talented students and there was no program for the gifted 
at our school. These students quickly abosrbed and accurately 
completed all the work I assigued, tben clamored for more. I 
struggled with the best way to challenge and stimulale these 
chldren without neglecting the needs of the rest of the class. 

When I could find no practical or affordable enrichment 
program that I could use with my primary students, I was 
discouraged. Having these highly capable students complele 
another worksheet, read a book or help other students with 
their assignments kept them occupied, but I knew these were 
stopgap measures. These kids deserved much more. TIley 
deserved their educational opportunity to reach their optimum 
academic development. 

Fellow teacher, Carolyn Brooke, found herself in a similar 
situation. We sat down one day after school, closed the door 
and talked for hours. We began our discussion by venting Our 
frusaation at a system which was supposed to provide equal 
(not identical) educational opponunity for all. Suddenly, it 
appeared that nobody really cared about our gifted and 
talented; they thought that bright students would survive no 
matter what 

But we cared. We felt strongly that this special gtOup of 
unique students deserved unique learning experiences beyond 
those provided in the normal classroom. We brainstormed. 
And thus, Light Bright was born. We called it Ught Bright 
because of the bright light in the students' eyes as they began 
to investigate and create and discover their potential and 
talents. The Light Bright Program evolved into three phases; 
Basket Exploration Activities, Creative Teaching. and Com
munity Resources and Mentors. Basket Exploration is a 
hands-on activity center consisting of baskets whiCh are color 
coded according to the higher level thinking skills as listed in 
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Bloom's Taxonomy of Learning Objectives. For example, a child 
who selects the "canaans" basket will draw an original cartoon 
strip, while the child who chooses the "pizza math .. basket will 
learn new ways to divide up pizza-and some geometry as well. 

As we became more attuned to the needs of gifted children, 
we discovered our own limitations. We couldn't be experts in 
every subject in which these children had an interest So we went 
right to the source, the experts themselves. This effort results in the 
Creative Teaching part of the Light Bright Program, where 
community members share their own interests and tslents with a 
small, highly motivated group of students. I had several students 
who were exuemely interesled in computers and I was able to call 
on a computer expert in our community who came in and worked 
with this group of students for two hours every week. I also took 
advantage of the expertise of parents and others whose skills 
ranged from cooking and travel to marine biology and drama. 

The final phase of the prograrn-Community Resources and 
Me/llors-flowed naturally out of our experience with Creative 
Teaching. Some students are ready for a one-on-one relationship 
with a person in their field of interest, a mentor. Through mentor
ships, a student can explore a specific subject in greater depth than 
is possible in the classroom or even in small gtOups. It is exciting 
tu watch a mentor and student explore their common interest 
lO8ether-the energy between them just sizzles! Besides coming 
to the student's classroom, the mentor may also have the student 
visit at the work sile or serve as a consultant on special projects. 

Throughout the development of the Light Bright curriculum, 
our common goal was to challenge these bright minds. One of the 
most rewarding experiences in my ten years of teaching has been 
watching the bright spark in the children's eyes as they fall in love 
with learning, thinking and creating. Their self-directed learning 
gives them opportunities to gain skills and abilities in their areaS of 
special inlerest. Making use of these specially adapted malerial •• 
children Can share, interact and challenge themselves. They can try 
things they have never tried before. IJ 

For further information on how to obtain Light Bright materials, 
please contact; Joyce L. Martin, 3903 Nygren Place, Pon Angeles, 
WA 98362 (206)452-7719. 
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A IUD/VIE ([})IF lLIEAIfS.NIlNrG 

Come and Explore! 
Register now to attend the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented's Twelfth 
Annual Conference and exploreAllLdJJwrJ dJJ/lLrJl8JlfUIJuUlJg. The Conference, to be held at 
the San Antonio Marriott Rivercenter Hotel, will open at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, November 
8 and conclude at noon Saturday, November 11. 

Special Keynote Speakers 
Two keynote speeches will complement this year's theme and add to our knowledge of the 
gifted child. Dr. Mary Meeker, co-founder of the SOl Institute in Vida, Oregon, has 
developed testing assessment methods that greatly enhance our understanding of all 
children. She has put theory into practice with her outstanding teaching materials and 
strategies for all age levels. She will present two sessions in addition to her keynote 
speech, Goal IX: The Unwritten Goal, on Thursday morning. They include an informal 
question and answer session and a workshop entitled How to Screen/or Giftedness 
Among Minority and Majority Students. 

Friday morning's program will open with Dr. Lilian Katz, Engaging Children's Minds. 
As Director of the ERIC Clearinghouse, Dr. Katz is widely known for her work with the 
young gifted child. She will offer suggestions for identifying and serving these young 
students. Like Mary Meeker, she will be available for a question and answer period and 
later the same day, will conduct a workshop entitled What's Worth Learning? 

Special Strands 
For those who want to immerse themselves in a particular area, there will be offerings in 
every time slot to gratify your interests. As the descriptions listed in your August conven
tion preview would suggest, many of the of the sessions relate to several of the featured 
thematic strands. Look for sessions emphasizing: 

MEETING THE AFFECTIVE NEEDS OF THE GIFTED 
FINE ARTS FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 
CREATIVITY 
ADMINISTRATION OF GIFTED PROGRAMS 
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT FOR SMALL SCHOOLS 
STRATEGIES FOR PRIMARY, ELEMENTARY, JUNIOR 
HIGH, AND SENIOR HIGH PROGRAMS 

ESPECIALLY FOR PARENTS 
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Special Events 
Plan to arrive in San Antonio on Wednesday evening and take part in the scenic riverboat 
dinner. Only 60 lucky participants will dine on the San Antonio River and sample Italian 
food from the Olive Garden restaurant. Space is limited so make your reservations early 
and don't be left out! 

A special Administrator's Luncheon will be held on Friday along with presentations that 
are especially designed for the administrator all day long. Invite your principals, superin
tendents, and other central staff to attend on Friday. 

Everybody is invited to the Mexican Fiesta on Thursday night. There will be plenty of 
traditional Mexican food and a chance to mingle with participants ,from all around the 
state. 

Exhibits 
The conference will give you a chance to see and experience first-hand the newest and 
best educational products available for gifted students. A large number of exhibitors will 
share their most exciting publications and programs at the conference. They will take 
orders, conduct on-the-spot sales, distribute catalogs, and provide on-site examination of 
their products. 
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Conference Site 
The San Antonio Marriott Rivercenter 
Hotel is located in the heart of down 
town San Antonio, directly on the 
famous Riverwalk. More than 135 
speciality shops and cafes branch out 
from the conference facilities. There 
is after-hours entertainment, shopping 
and a chance to soak up the ambience 
which has always made San Antonio 
just about everybody's favorite city. 
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Gifted Down Under: 
Notes from the 
World Conference 

by Martha McKee, O/T Coordinator, Fort Worth 
ISD and Bob Seney, OtT Coordinator, Spring 
BranchISD 

The Eighth World Conference of Gifted Education, held 
this past July in Sydney, Australia, was a wonderful opportunity 
to hear international authorities in gifted education and meet 
coUeagues in the field from allover the world. Attendees 
representing more than 60 countries heard presentations on 
research, theory, and practical tips for serving the gifted and 
talented child. International panels provided global views of 
topics such as creativity and "out of school day" enrichment 
activities. Two very interesting presentations dealt with identify
ing and serving the dyslexic gifted child. 

Powerful keynote speakers set a fast pace. Edward DeBono 
called for a new Renaissance in thinking. Ned Hermann 
described The Creative Brain. Paul McCready, inventor of 
energy efficient devices including the Gossam£r Albatross, dis
cussed methods of stimulating thinking. 

Many opportunities were provided for infonnal conversa
tions and Australian educators invited participants to their homes 
on Sunday before the conference. A children's concert and trips 
to "educational venues" gave a sense of Australian education, 
but the true spirit of the country was best felt in the "Australiana 
Evening." Everyone wore bush hats, petted live kangaroos and 
sang rousing renditions of ''Tie Me Kangaroo Down" and 
"Waltzing Matilda." 

It is always interesting to compare the services, attitudes 
and educational philosophy of different countries towards the 
gifted. While interest in gifted education is growing among our 
colleagues in Australia, there appears to be a lack of information 
and resources. Only one university addresses the gifted and 
training of teachers for the gifted in special courses-the 
University of Melbourne (by-the-way pronounced "Melbun" 
down under). In fact, the week after the conference, the news 
carried the story of the appointment of the frrst "lecturer" for 
gifted education. Dr. Macria Grosse, whose work you may have 
read in Roeper Review, was named ro the position at the Univer
sity of Melbourne. Gifted education is addressed in other 
universities, but it is included in courses directed toward special 
populations or in regular curriculum courses. 

We had the opponunity ro visit several schools and talk to 
several faculties. The good news is that at individual schools, 
wonderful things are being done. Usually gifted programs are 
conducted under the guise of "extended curriculum programs," 
but what we saw were examples of programs with appropriate 
identification methods which went beyond enrichment ro a 
genuinely differentiated curriculum. Most provided limited 
contact in the form of pull-out programs. 
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What we can learn from the Australians is their wonderful 
sense of concern for each child and how they program to work 
out that concern for each individual. (By the way, many of their 
classroom counts are larger than ours!) Another area in which 
we can learn from our Australian colleagues is by adopting their 
attitude toward grading. Australians are almost amused at our 
overwhelming concern for grading everything inste.sd of 
spending our energy on our srodents learning. Evaluation is seen 
as important, but grading is viewed as a very poor method of 
evaluationl 

Their major concern about gifted education is the issue of 
elitism (which is surprising, considering that selection for 
attendance at universities there is blatantly elitistl) They were 
very enthusiastic about building a rational for gifted education 
based on meeting the special learning needs and characteristics 
of the gifted learner. They looked with envy at our state mandate 
and what they interpret as a public recognition for the need for 
gifted education. We assured them that we still had a few of 
those problems to solve. 

Basically, we found great and growing interest in the 
education of the gifted learner, but a lack of resources and 
trained personnel are hampering their development. The many 
informal sessions (often at the nearest pub) where we picked 
each other's brains were the most rewarding aspect of the 
conference for many participants. It would seem that the time 
has come for gifted education "down under" and that in the near 
future, Australia will be a leader in educating the gifted student. 

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING 
by Maggie Cox, O/T Consultant, Pasadena ISD 

True love of learning is a powerful gift. How can you instill 
this love in the young people in your life? One of the best ways 
is modeling. Show them how much YOU enjoy learning-your 
work, hobbies, Or skills. Talk about the process you utilize to 
learn something new and how you feel as you become knowl
edgeable. Help them develop the self-confidence to delve into an 
area of personal interest. 

Treat them as a partner while pursuing your mutual interest 
For example, if the young person is interested in gardening, let 
him/her work beside you in the garden fITst. Make 81T8Ogements 
for the youngster to have his/her own simple rools from the 
beginning, perhaps your old rools or those made for beginners. 
Remember to gauge working time to match the age and interest 
of the youngster. Let them do as many tasks as possible, but also 
let them choose when to watch you or quit. While you are 
working side by side, ask them what they already know about 
the subject and what questions they have. Allow them to 
discover with your help both these answers and mote questions. 
Give them their Own plot or garden only when they request one. 

A neighbor's six-year-old child has been gardening since 
she was four. Aimee shares her interest with her mother and any 
neighbor who will allow her to work with them. She has her own 
rools and has tried growing everything from transplants to bulbs 
to seeds. Having learned to recognize many plants, she has 
developed favorites which she plants in part of her mother's 
garden. Her attention span is about an hour but she has not yet 
asked to work independently. 
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When serving as a model or mentor, share your insights, 
expertise, and personal experience, not merely a book or article 
on the topic. Encourage the use of self-evaluation to broaden 
their knowledge and abilities rather than to limit them by 
producing a fear of failure. Help them to evaluate their effort by 
asking "Next time, what will you do differently?" Share your 
evaluation of your effort also and ask them for their suggestions 
on your results. Talk openly about how the hobby or skill gives 
you a sense of fulfillment or brings you joy. 

These steps will work as well if you are sharing a hobby 
such as photography, astronomy, or birdwatcbing. Be sure that 
the learner has a camera, telescope, or pair of binoculars. If 
yours is too large or expensive for your young partner to use, 
find a simple inexpensive one. Ask what they want to know or to 
be able to do. Be careful not to limit their interest or ability; let 
them try whatever they feel confident doing. Since binoculars 
and telescopes take practice to be able to locate the object, be 
prepared to patiently encourage ''playing'' with these tools until 
their use becomes easier. Simplify the steps for constellation! 
bird identification or for taking photographs. Allow access to 
your guides or to beginner books on the topiCS when this is 
requested. Share what you know and the fun you have using the 
knowledge. Center your conversations on the questions from the 
learner rather than a lengthy discussion on the subject. Give 
examples of ways that hobbyists in these field judge their work, 
i.e. recording life lists, keeping a journal, entering contests or 
juried art shows, joining organizations dedicated to that field, or 
talking with others engaged in the hobby. 

Expose these special young people to others-neighbors, 
friends, acquaintances-who are "lovers" of learning. Your role 
in creating a love of learning in those around you is important 
The learner benefits by acquiring the joy of personal compe
tence. The rewards for you and the entire world are unlimited. 
So-- pass your love on! Cl 

WEEKEND TAG TRIPS III. 
by Penny Mincho, TAG Teacher, Live Oak 

Elementary, Round Rock ISD 

"Hello, Austin! This is Live Oak Elementary School TAG 
reporting from K98 PM'" And so began another Saturday field 
trip with my TAG students. 

In this fast-moving information age with so much new 
technology and the attendant vocabulary emerging in all fields, 
special strategies are needed to involve my students in this 
increasingly complex world. Also, my students come from busy 
families in which little time is left over for those leisure trips to 
theatres, museums, and libraries. These places are important and 
provide necessary experiences for my students. Being part of a 
pull-out gifted program, we are unable to schedule field trips 
during the school day. So we began to take our field trips on at 
least one Saturday or Sunday each month. In this way, my TAG 
students who desire to attend, and their families, have been able 
to enjoy ballet. theane, and symphony performances; visit 
special exhibits at the science, history, and art museums; and 
become involved in the workings of TV and mdio stations, high-
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tech companies, newspaper plants, and local factories. Ideas for 
trip destinations come from the available community resources. 
We watch local and regional newspapers and magazines for 
announcements of special exhibits and performances. Parents 
often volunteer to guide my students through their places of 
business. 

Yearly, my fourth and fifth graders and any interested 
parents accompany me on a weekend trip to Houston to visit the 
NASA facility and that city's museums. On this year's trip we 
were also able to work in the space station simulator at the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. To successfully complete 
a simulated shuttle rendezvous mission with Halley's Comet, my 
students worked with robotic arms. assembled electronic 
components, refined communication procedures, monitored 
body functions of the crew, and plotted star locations using com
puters. Our trip to Houston included a tour and lecture at the 
Houston Museum of Fine Arts presented by our school's art 
teacher. We also visited the San Jacinto Monument and Museum 
to expand our knowledge of Texas history. For fun We went 
cmbbing in the moonlight and had time to visit the Houston Zoo. 

We keep our logistics simple and our costs to a minimum. 
Since many parents accompany us, all transport.ation is by car. 
We stay in a motel offering special weekend rates. We designate 
an "all girls" room in which I sleep and an "all boys" room in 
which a father supervises. Students whose parents have come 
along have the option of rooming with their parents or pitching a 
bedroll in the boys' or girls' room. Bulk snacks are brought 
along and inexpensive eating arrangements are planned. The 
total cost per child does not exceed $25. Parent chaperones are 
responsible for their own expenses. 

I am currently planning my third year of Saturday and 
Sunday trips. Next May our weekend trip will be to the Texas 
A&M Marine Laboratory in Galveston. Cl 

Below, Penny's fourth and fifth grade students 
take in the sights at the NASA Space Center. 
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Business and Education • .• 

Excerpts from: PUBLIC EDUCATION IN 1989 
A Status Report to the Education Steering Committee of the Greater Houston 

Chamber of Commerce 
by Charles W. Duncan, Jr. 

Member of State Board of Education, 1984-88 

... .It probably won't surprise the reader that there are still many 
administrators and elected school officials who deny the need for 
change and resist reform in the belief that the refonners will 
become frustrated and go away .... Acceptance of the idea of 
reform has gone through several interesting stages. First, most of 
the ideas of the reformers were dismissed as naive or ridiculous
a product of well-meaning but meddling amateurs. Second, when 
the reformers didn't go away and their success at influencing 
legislation was demonstrated, the attitude shifted from ridicule to 
hesitant acceptance as long as mOre money was provided and 
local decision-making left intact-in other words, send us the 
money with no strings attached and we will produce the 
improvements you want. 

More recently, as improvements in student perfonnance 
have been hard to deliver, school board members and adminis
trators have moved to a third level of acceptance. Most school 
people now admit that their problems are so large and complex 
that the assistance of major outside groups is needed. In 
response ... many businessmen and women have volunteered 
their personal and corporate resoorces in support of a wide range 
of programs ... right on line in supporting greater community 
intervention in public education. 

It is important to realize that the real reform 
show is just getting on the road. 

Clearly, the educational reform movement has succeeded in 
s,tarting the change process ..• Substantial gains have been made 
in community understanding and infonnation availability. For 
instance: 

• greater emphasis on academic perfonnance is now 
widely accepted 

• need to increase proportion of resonrees for pre"primary 
and pdmary aged children has become accepted wisdom 

• academic performance evaluation by campus ... based 
more on student perfonnance and less on regulatory 
compliance 

• statewide minimum curriculum offedng and 
requirements set 

• statewide curriculum based testing installed 

.. . To be sure, performance measurement and public 
reporting are creating competitive pressures alld problems 
for Sludents, leachers and adminislralOrs--many of whom 
are not well prepared for an academic contest . .. 
[ilal. added] 
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There are a nnmber of unfinished refonns and among them 
are three major items that need the attention of the business 
community. 

Adequate funding ••. Somewhat naively, it was assnmed 
that better accounting and reporting would provide good cost 
data which would be related to student performance to provide 
guidance about funding priorities .... Millons of dollars have 
been spent on data collection, but very little has been spent on 
program evaluation. The accountable cost analysis process set 
up by law in 1984 has not been successful in creditably identify
ing how much money the system needs to provide program 
adequacy. As a result, funds which are actually needed are not 
being appropriated by the State or mised locally ... 

Organization. _ . The roles of the principal and senior 
teachers need to be redefined ... the principals and teachers must 
have sufficient control to impact student achievement ... Teach
ers do not believe that they have had adequate input into the de
velopment of solutions and, consequently, feel too lirtle owner
ship in existing programs. The business community has much 10 

offer in suggesting management and organizational changes and 
should be strident in pushing for continued reform. [ilal. added] 

Innovation_ • _Perhaps the most important open agenda item 
and the one in which business community support is most 
needed involves encouraging innovation ... In Texas. OVer 10 
billion dollars is budgeted annually for program delivery with 
almost no provision for research and development--no require
ment for trying alternative systems, Few business people would 
approve of similar disregard for innovation in their businesses. 

New Initiatives, .. need to be tested and evaluated by tax 
payers as well as educators. 

• FUll-year schooling 
• Differential stqfjlng andfundlng . .. common sense, 

student needs and local creativity 
• Campus-based decision-making. Local decisions 

about how programs are delivered create a high level 
of teacher and prinicipal enthusiasm. , .other parts of 
the country ... allow local creativity in program 
execution. 

• Accelerated placement. Too little experimentation is 
occurring which will provide guidance about the de
velopment of those students who excel academically 
and who can advance at an above average rate ... there 
are very few funds set aside for new initatives for the 
more able and ambitious. 

• Systems expansion . . .It may not be possible to 
continuously raise perfonnance requirements and 
successfully reduce the dropout rate among older, 
disenchanted students ... Older students who are not at 
grade level may be better served with adults in 
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community or junior colleges or in structured job corps like 
work study programs. We need to consider an expanded view of 
public education to include additional, non·traditional settings. 

Without external pressure from the husiness community, 
these important initiatives will not be funded. The high level 
of interest in education shown by the business community is en· 
couraging. However, it is important to realize that the real 
reform show Is just getting on the road. 0 

Literature: 
Building the Love 

by Tillie Hickman, Senior Honors English Teacher, 
Beaumont, Texas 

Tess. Hucklebury Finn -great litemture or"boring drudg
ery? Is our goal as language teachers to make sure gifted 
children read the classics or is it to help them develop a lifelong 
love of litemture? 

As teachers, we sometimes become so involved in our 
students' abilities and their mpid cognitive development that we 
forget their need to be children. Gifted children from middle 
school on have the reading skills to attack almost anything, but it 
is critical to their futures as active readers that required novels 
meet both their emotional and intellectual needs. 

Books that speak to today's senior high school students are 
those which deal with their concerns. Books they hate as a 
group are those that use archaic language; books that are very 
long or entail extensive description; and those in which they find 
it difficult to empathize with the protagonist. 

Our goal then is to select works which most students will 
love and which will insure a love of reading. We must select 
works that students see as meaningful. If the students leave a 
novel disenchanted with the work and with reading in general, 
the experience will have negative results no matter how great the 
work of litemture. As we cboose those works which we will 
require our students to read, we may better serve their needs and 
ours by selecting conternpomry authors with whom students 

identify. If we can introduce our smdents to literature they love 
and give them analysis skills to guide their future reading, 
someday they will discover the classics. But if reading assign· 
ments are perceived as boring, students will become consumers 
of study notes, not lovers of language and reading. Then the 
great classics they have been forced to read in school may be the 
only great literature they ever experience. 

With these thoughts in mind, several works that I have 
found to elict almost universally positive responses are listed 
below: 

1. Shakespeare, comedies alld tragedies: Students love 
reading Shakespeare because they can identify with Romeo's 
yeaming, Juliet's despair over her parents, Macbeth's ambition, 
Hamlet's indecision. 

2. Novels in which adolescents must come to grips with the 
realities of war: All Qlliet on the Western Front (Eric Maria 
Remarque) and A Separate Peace (John Knowles). 

3. Lord of the Files (William Golding): A beautiful 
"kaleidscopic" novel which helps teenagers find their place in 
the complexities of society. 

4. The Hobbit (J .R •. Tolkein): Students frequently already 
love this novel but can study it on a completely different level 
when paired with Beowulf, which it reflects extensively. 

5. The Catcher In the Rye (J. D. Salinger): This most 
frequently banned book speaks in teenagers' raw language of 
their deepest fears. 

6. Out of the Silent Planet (C.S. Lewis): This blend of 
science fiction and fantasy incorporates Christian theology and 
elabomte symbolism to produce memorable characters and a 
really good story. 

7. The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald): Teenagers want 
to belong to the "in crowd:' and all either are, Or want to be, so 
in love that they would do anything for their beloved. 

8. The Miser (Moliere): Although written in the 17th 
century, this play is a wonderful spoof of the relationships 
between father and adult children and the complexities of 
everyone's love life. My students had never read a farce before 
and thought it was a marvelous change of pace from Greek and 
Shakespearean tragedy. 

The works listed above can help foster a love of reading and 
are good choices for enticing the reluctant teen into the magic 
world of reading. For those students who already know the joy, 
the classics are waiting. 0 
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