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From the President In this issue . .. 
him I remembered his minuscule hand- From the President 2 
writing and the grief it caused my eyes I Adelle McClendon 
But mOre than that, I remembered his gift 
for communication and his tremendous 
talent for writing. I remembered the sheer Legislative Update 3 
enjoyment of reading his work and of Connie McLendon 
knowing that he would somehow make a 

Adelle McClendon 

positive difference with his exquisite use Editorial Focus 4 
of language. Indeed, as an adult, Roger 
has continued to hone his gift for writing Bob Seney 
and now teaches others to develop their 
special gifts. Students like Roger are the Patterns of 
reason I became a teacher. Underachievement, S 

As we face a new year filled with the edu- Gail Ryser 
cational challenges of gifted program man-

The beginning of any new year brings 
with it a time for both reflection and 
renewal-reflection with grati tude for 
the year that has passed and renewal of 
purpose for the year to come. Of course, 
the holidays are rejuvenating and excit
ing; and yet, it is always good to begin a 
new year with refreshed sanity and with 
a forward focus. 

dation, of teacher training, of curriculum Gifted/Learning Disabled 6 

The beginning of the new year forTAGT 
is no different. We have ended the old 
year with the excitement and verve of the 
annual conference. We face the new year 
with renewed energy to do all we can for 
the gifted and talented young people in 
Texas. We acknowledge with gratitude 
those who have supported the needs of 
the gifted and talented in the past. And 
yet we know we cannot afford to rest on 
anyone's laurels. We have much to do as 
we continue advocacy for those special 
young people we know as gifted and 
talented. 

Over the holidays, one of those special 
young people called me at home and 
helped me refocus on all the reasons I 
stand as an advocate forthe gifted. Roger 
began by stating that he was a voice from 
my past and that he wasn't at all sure I 
would remember him as a student. I did 
remember him quite well. I jokingly told 

differentiation; as we face a new gover-
nor and a new legislature; and as we 
continue to stand united as strong advo-
cates for the gifted and talented young 
people in our state, may we all remember 
one such "Roger" whom we have known. 
Perhaps he is our own child; perhaps he is 
a student we have taught. Whoever 
"Roger" may be for us, may we continu-
ally focus On the fact that he is the very 
reasonTAGTe~ists. And may we remain 
strong in our conviction that students like 
Roger have the right to develop their 
unique gifts and talents so that they, too, 
can make a positive difference, 

Students like Roger are the 

reason I became a teacher, 

Randy Ford 

Intelligence and 
Underachievement 
Barbara McKnight 

1991 Executive Board 
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Public School Funding 

Legislative 
Update 
by Connie McLendon 
Executive Director 

Those of you following !he public school finance issue will 
remember that last September, State District Judge Scott 
McCown declared !he Texas public school funding system 
unconstitutional. In November !he stilte appealed Judge 
McCown's decision to the Texas Supreme Court. 

Last month, by unanimous vote, !he Court upheld McCown's 
ruling and gave !he Legislature until April 1 to devise a new plan 
for establishing financial equity among the state's 1,052 school 
dismcts. The Court will freeze all state and localfunds to public 
schools if the deadline is not met. T AGT is monitoring !he 
school funding issue very closely during the nnd Legislature 
for any impact that new legislation might have on programs for 
gifted and talented. 

Senate BiII 1 and State Board Rules for GIT 
Grr education is already experiencing !he effects oflegislation 
passed last summer. Senate Bill I, the school funding and 
restructuring bill passed in !he fourth special session of !he 71 st 
Legislature, removed much of !he regulatory authority of the 
State Board of Education. It requires !hat all previously 
approved board rules undergo review and readoption in order to 
remain in effect. The review or "sunset" schedule !hat was set 
by the Legislature calls for SBOE regulations approved for 
special populations of students, including gifted and talented, to 
be reviewed for readoption before June I, 1991 Or they will 
become null and void. The rules, which require three readings 
before adoption, are scheduled for !he February, March, and 
May State Board meetings. 

The requirement that districts identify and serve gifted children 
in grades 1<-2 is !he most debated of !he new rules. Camps on 
bo!h sides of the early identification issue are lining up testi
mony for the February 15 State Board meeting. TAGT is 
conferring wi!h the division of gifted and talented and !he early 
childhood staff for curriculum development at TEA to ensure 
that !he educational and developmental needs of young gifted 
children are identified and addressed. 

Governor Appoints New Chair for S80E 
Dr. Carolyn Crawford, director of guidance and psychological 
servIces for Beaumont ISD. was named chairperson of the 
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SBOE by Governor Ann Richards. Appointed to the SBOE by 
Governor Mark White in 1984 and since elected twice, Dr. 
Crawford replaces Monte Hasie of Lubbock, who will remain 
on the board. Dr. Crawford's apppointment to !he two-year 
term must be confirmed by !he Texas Senate. 

SBOE Recommends New Commissioner of Education 
The State Board of Education has recommended that Governor 
Ann Richards appoint Lionel "Skip" Meno of Syracuse, New 
York to fill !he poSition of Commissioner of Education, replac
ing Bill Kirby who retired January 31. Meno 's current position 
is deupty commissonerforelemenrary and secondary education 
in New York. Governor Richards named Tom Anderson 
deputy Commissioner for Finance at TEA, as the interi~ 
Commissioner of Education until !he new Commissioner ap
pointed by the Governor is confirmed by !he Senate. 

TAGT 80ard Actions 
At !he January 18-20 meeting in Austin TAGT's executive 
board au!horized a substantial increase (to over $40,000) in 
funds allocated for scholarships, grants and fellowship awards 
this year. They adopted a revised legislative platform (available 
on request from Regional Representatives or the TAGT office) 
and voted w collaborate with Dr. Jim Curry in the publication 
of a curriculum guide for secondary students. 

Take offwith TAGT! 

World Conference 
Charter Trip to the 
Hague Planned 

If enough TAGT members are interested (25 to 40), TAGT will 
sponsor a trip to the Ninth World Conference on Gifted and 
Talented Children in !he Hague, the Ne!herlands, July 25-
August 5. 1991. We would depart on Delta Airlines, July 25, fOr 
the non-stop flight to Amsterdam and return from London 
August 5. Actual dates for the World conference are July 29: 
August 2. The provisional itinerary includes three nights in 
Amsterdam, four nights in the Hague at !he World Conference 
an overnight sailing to England and two nights in London. Fo; 
more information, contact Third Coast Travel: (800) 533-4839. 

Cost of !he trip ranges from $1,700 to $2,000 and is based on 
roundtrip air fare from Houston or DallaslFt. Wor!h. including 
nine nights in hotels, daily breakfasts, cost of !he one way 
overnight sleep-bcr!h ferry from Holland to the Essex Coast 
a,,?ort transfers, ground transportation, scheduled tours, locai 
gUIdes, porterage and local taxes. Conference registration fees 
are extra. Participation is limited to !he first 40 registrants. 
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Our Editorial 
Focus 

by Bob Seney, 
Spring Branch ISD 
Editor, tempo 

This issue of tempo marks Ihe first effort of a new edilOr 
and a new Editorial and Research Committee. However, it 
would be inappropriate not to recognize Ihe efforts and leader
ship of Our last edilOr, Or. Pabicia Haensly, and her EdilOrial 
and Research Committee. Under Iheir leadership and guidance, 
!he tempo has continued 10 grow in content and quality. TAGT 
certainly owes a debt of gratitude 10 Ihese advocates of gifted 
st~denrs for Iheir work in providing an appropriate, quality 
vOIce Wough Ihe printed word for our organization. We also 
continue 10 recognize Ihe important conbibution of Our manag
ing edilOr, Belh Moreno. 

We were very pleased wilh Ihe comments from Ihe tempo 
evaluation fonns disbibuted at Ihe conference. II appears Ihat 
our members support highly Ihe direction we are taking; we are 
carefully considering some of the suggestions which were 
made. It is still not 100 late 10 offer comments and recommen
dations for improving tempo. They may be sent directly 10 me. 
We are very aware of our unique mission as not only Ihe 
communciation vOiceofTAGT, butalsoasa sourceofinfonna
lion for teachers in Ihe field of gifted education. We will 
maintain a balance of articles from noted aulhorities; report on 
resources, programs, and materials; and feature articles written 
by teachers 10 share strategies. techniques, and ideas with other 
teachers. This last emphasis prompts me to encourage you 10 
submit articles 10 Our journal. We do wantlo hear from you and 
we do want to provide Our readers with practical and sound 
strategies for the gifted classroom. Please note the call for 
articles and the themes of coming issues featured on the inSide 
back cover of Ihis tempo. 

In Ihis issue you have probably noticed a few changes -
color on Ihe cover, justified columns and Ihe addition of a new 
feature, our center pullout. The Spread Sheet is intended 10 
report news items and announce events. By pulling it out and 
reproducing it, you can introduce your colleagues to TAGT as 
well as share some of the news about our organization. Since 
we are a quarterly publication, we rely on your help in reporting 
appropriate items 10 be published in a timely manner. Please let 
us know what is happening in your school, your district, and 
your region. We have discussed the ideaofidentifying"roving 
reporters"lhroughoUl Texas 10 help us keep abreast ofthc news. 
Let me know if you might be interested in helping Out. 

In this issue, we are looking at the gifted learner who 
provides a greater challenge for us. We are recognizing that 
gifted students can be "gifted and ••• " They can be gifted and 
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learning disabled, gifted and emotionally disturbed, gifted and 
underachieving, gifted and in need of all levels of counseling 
from simple sharing 10 major psychological intervention. We 
are aware of the great diversity within Our gifted classrooms and 
Ihis awareness is leading us to recognize Ihe importance of 
dealing with affective needs even as we deal with the special 
learning needs of the gifted learner. A quote from J. Lundy 
shared in the Van Tasse1-llaska' s book, reviewed elsewhere in 
this issue, sums up Our concern; The gifted individual Is both 
burdened and blessed with a complell' set of capabilities and 
aptitudes that ltUIy be instrumental In providing sel/-worth or 
self-negating feedback. It is this burden and blessing that we 
must confront and Ihen equip ourselves 10 assist Our gifted 
students in reaching Iheir full potential. 0 

University Network Organizes 

On September 16 and 17 the fIrst meeting of the University 
Network-a collaborati ve association of representatives from 
universities providing programs in gifted and talented educa
tion-met in Wimberly, Texas to define their mission. The 
group met 10 share common concerns and outline a clear plan 
of action. After hearing representatives from outside the 
network-Evelyn Hiatt of the TexasEducation Agency; Connie 
McLendon, T AGT; and Amanda Batson of Round Rock ISO
offer insigMs inlO the current state of gifted education, their 
attention was directed to three major challenges; 

How might we assess and meet the needs of glt 
teacher education in Tell'as? 

How might we identify and influence the key groups, 
organizations and individuals involved in glt 
education in Texas? 

How might we become /lU}re effective advocates for 
glt education through increased networking? 

A day's worlh ofbrainSlOrming on these challenges resulted in 
an abundance of suggestions and a specific action plan for more 
effective networking. The Network decided to publish a 
newsletter under Ihe direction of Susan Johnsen (Baylor Uni
versity); establish a telephone network; and publish a booklet 
describing endorsement and graduate level programs available 
in Texas. Participants also agreed 10 develop a regular column 
for TAGT's tempo. (See page 5 of this issue for Gail Ryser's 
discussion of underachievement.) Pabicia liaensly (Texas 
A&M) and Susan Johnsen (Baylor) were elected co-chairs of 
the University Network for the 1990-91 school year. The 
group's first annual topical conference is tentati vely scheduled 
for the University of Texas-Pan American On Ihe subject of 
"Changing Demographics." For mOre information about Ihe 
group's activities, 10 submit a news item Or see your university 
included in the endorsement booklet, please contactDr _ Susan 
Johnsen, School of Education, Baylor University, P_O. Box 
97314, Waco, Texas 76798-7314. 0 
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University Network 

Patterns of Underachievement: 
Strategies for Teachers 
Gail Ryser 
University of Texas at Austin 

Texas law now mandates appropri
ateeducational services for students iden
tified as gifted and talented (H.B. 1050, 
1987). Currently !here is a propensity to 
rely on student achievement scores and 
academic grades as criteria for gaining 
entry into gifted programs. Exiting pro
cedures are often initiated based solely 
upon poor academic grades. As a result, 
a large number of students who are ca
pable of benefiting from gifted and tal
ented programs are not appropriately 
served. Some of these unserved students 
are underachieverg.......j.'hildren whose 
capacity for school work exceeds their 
present performance level (Raph, Oold
berg, & Passow, 1966). Student motiva
tion is often a key factor in identifying 
underachievers. Fortunately, !here are a 
number of strategies a teacher can use to 
assist underachievers in performing at a 
level commensurate wi!h their abilities. 

Robert, for example, never finishes 
anything. He finds it difficult to com
plete assigned work and seldom begins a 
task unless someone guides him each 
step of the way. Students such as these 
are dependent upon others for help and 
are often adept at manipulation. Another 
student, Tamara, completes only !hose 
assignments she feels allow her to dis
play her own unique creativity. Students 
like Tamara attempt to dominate every 
situation and hinder their teachers in set
ting up environments !hat are conducive 
to effective learning. A third student, 
Javier, though identified as gifted on the 
basis of an IQ of ISS, and a grade point 
average of 4.0, will not enroll in honors 
courses in high school because he is afraid 
!hat he will not maintain his perfect grade 
point average. Javier, and students like 
him, choose not to attempt challenging 
courSeS and assignments rather than ac
cept the possibility that !hey may perform 
at a less !han perfect level. They are 
perfectionists. 
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Thesestudentshave developed pat
terns of underachievement which are 
fairly well established by four!h grade. 
These patterns will persist and itensiry 
over the years of schooling unless appro
priateintervention is initiated (Whiunore, 
1980). As !hese patterns intensify, all 
underachieving students, as well as those 
who are gifted, are at risk of not gaining 
entry into or of losing educational pro
gramming which meets their potential. 
There are, however, effective interven
tion strategies teachers can implement to 
change these pauerns. 

Remediating difficulties related 
to underachievement requires 

teamwork. 

In the case of Robert, who is de
pendent on o!hers for motivation, devel
opment of self-discipline is necessary to 
improve personal performance. Students 
like Robert convince teachers to feel sorry 
for !hem. Teachers !hen provide too 
much assistance and thus prevent !he 
growth of confidence. Teachers instead 
can begin to change dependency rela
tionships by employing techniques of self
modification-using rewards for effort 
and achievemen~ !hen gradually remov
ing !hese supports (Whiunore, 1986). 

Students who dominate instruc
tional programming, such as Tamara, need 
to understand the constraints of !he school 
situation and !he rationale for basic cur
riculum requirements. Within this frame
work, students may be taught to express 
their specific desires for curricula modi
fications. For students who are advanced 
beyond the basic skills, another method 
of intervention is through the use of aca
demic acceleration (Sisk, 1988). 

Javier is afraid of failure and has 
never been given the opportunity to learn 
that it is normal and even okay to fail. 

Students afraid of failure may be given 
opportunities to experience failure dur
ing classroom team competitions ra!her 
than by individual competitions. By 
varying team membership, each student 
has a chance to experience winning and 
losing. For students who are perfection
ists, setting realisitic goals is difficult. 
Therefore, teachers can assist students in 
setting goals and moving forward wi!h a 
task. As Rimm (1986) stated, "children 
feel more tension when they are worrying 
about !heir work than when they are doing 
their work (p.69)." 

Remediating difficulties related to 
underachievement requires teamwork. It 
is important for teachers to work wi!h 
parents, colleagues, and the child. Coop
erative partnerships need to be devel
oped. Through a concentrated effor~ the 
team can adopt a plan of action to help 
alleviate the patterns which contribute to 
the underachievement. It is imperative 
!hat professionals be aware of patterns 
which can contribute to lowered grade 
point averages and underachievement 
scores. IJ 
This is the first in a series of articles 
contributed by the University Network (see 
news item onfacing page.,) 
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In the Classroom 

The Gifted/Learning Disabled Child 
by Randy Ford, Reeces Creek Elementary, Killeen ISD 

They are known as "conundrum kids": the math whiz who 
cannot read, the budding artist who cannot solve a simple 
equation,the wonderfully coordinated athlete with the undeci
pherable handwriting. A significant proportion of school age 
kid. may have Some combination of giftedness and learning 
disability. The.e .mart kids may show great promise in mathe
matic., language skill., or science, or shine in athletics or the 
arts, but many are turning away from education because their 
.chool problems are misunderstood (Vail, 1987). 

For years the gifted children in our public schools have been 
identified by a multiplicity of methods, but the primary identi
fier bas been an intelligence score on a standardized I.Q. test. 
Also, many people regard the same testing method as one of the 
best ways to identify learning disabled children. Why then, is 
itju.t now apparent that the.e two populations might overlap? 
Recent advances in both areas of learning disahled and 
gifted children have alerted protessionals to the possiblity 
that both sets of behavior can exist simultaneously. 

Learning disabled/gifted students are children who exhibit 
remarkable talents or strengths in Some areas and disabling 
weaknesses In others. According to Susan Baum, they can be 
found in three general varieties: Identified gifled sludents who 
have sublle learning disabililles, unidentified students whose 
gifts and disabilities may be masked by average achievement, 
and Identified learning-disabled students who are also gifted 
(Baum, 1990). If these are accurate distinctions, as most 
research indicates, then it is a frightening thought that there 
might be many unidentified "average" learning disabled/gifted 
students. Those are the students who must struggle with their 
disabilities so that they test at an average level; therefore, they 
are not picked up as either learning disabled or gifted students. 

Just as startling is the thought that teachers of either learning 
disabled or gifted students may be uneducated 10 look for Or 10 
recognize the opposite areas in their classes. Teachers, like all 
people, hold a variety of biases and stereotypes about specific 
groups of children. Sometimes the biases and sterotypes held 
by teachers may serve to exclude certain children from place. 
ment in programs for the gifted. Leonardo da Vinci, Woodrow 
Wilson, Albert Einstein, WinslOn Churchill are particularly 
nOlableexamples of persons who were concurrently very bright 
and had learning problems so significant that they would 
probably be identified as learning disabled if they were in 
school now. The fact that these people overcame their disabili
ties is significant, but the most critical concern is the bright 
disabled students who are presently unserved in our schools 
(Minner, 1990). 
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Where ar. most 0/ these learning disabled/gifted students 
/oulUl tOday? Research is inconclusive, but it points to the fact 
that most of these students are either in the regular classroom 
surviving, or in a resource room labeled as learning disabled 
because their ability and performance scores indicate a 
disability. 

Kilano and Kirby Slate: "Students identified as gifted under
achievers tend 10 he males who have IQ scores of 145 or above 
and who evidence personal and social maladjustment." Al
though there are girls who fall into this category, males appear 
to he twice as likely to be underachievers. The following is a list 
of characteristics of gifted undemchievers: 

social Immaturity manifested by hostility and 
rejection by peers. 
negative attitudes toward schOOl work result
Ing in low aspirations, school phobia, failure to 
master haslc skills or to complete assignments. 
feelings of inferiority evidenced by aggressive 
or withdrawn behavior or defensiveness. 
(Kilano and Kirby, 1986) 

Whitmore (1979) listed three characteristics of gifted children 
that underlie their adjustment problems: perfectionism, frus
tration, and acute sensitivity. Other causes were parent 
expeclations and interactions with other children, teachers' 
expeClations, school curriculum which stresses conformity, 
and social values (Kilano and Kirby, 1986). 

Children who will not conform to the school climate, are 
disruptive or anti-SOCial, are often discovered to he gifted. One 
such child was placed into my class: 

SCOII was a fourth-grade student who had almost 
single-handedly disrupted every fourrh grade class In 
his school. He refused to obey even the simplest 
Instruction, did not hand In assignmems. and consis
tently harassed his classmales by jeering at them. or by 
punching them. The teachers,facilitalOrs. andprincl
pal had had numerous conversations and conferences 
with the molher who did not undemand why the school 
could not cope wilh Scott. She Insisted Ihal he wasfine 
aI home. Scott's achievemenl scores were normal. 
even below normal In most areas except math, where he 
was scoring aI post high school. The school counselor 
was consulted. and a WISC·R was administered as a 
requirement of preplaclng SCOIt in a behavior-man
agement self-contained classroom. His verballQ was 
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151 and his performance score was 95. This more than 
qualified him for placement in the special classroom. 
but his mother refused this service and instead. Insisted 
that Scott be placed in the gifted program. He was 
placed in the program with the understanding that if his 
behavior did not improve, he would be dlsmissedfrom 
TAG. Thefirst class Scott was shocked to learn that he 
actually had some say In his progress and learning, and 
he hesitantly began 10 participate. It was not like the 
movies, but slowly andgradual/y, Scott began 10 see the 
reason to learn to read and 10 complete some assign
ments. He found some other children who could be 
interested in math and who could understand the ad
vanced concepts. He was allowed to go to a middle 
school classfor geometry and algebra classes. as long 
as he accomplished the other goals and assignments he 
and I had established each class. time. He began to 
accept responsibility for his behavior and understood 
the consequences and rewards. Scott's mother was 
made apart of the process by becoming a parent volun
teeer. both at TAGT and at regular class. She saw how 
Scott treated others and how that q/fected his emotional 
well-being. She and Scott contractedfor some rewards 
and improvement. Scott will never be "regular". but he 
has learned to adapt 10 a school climate and to benefit 
from it. 

Another student placed in my TAG class was Steven: 
Steven was in the third grade and was also InBasic Skills 
for reading. He work thick glasses and was very hesitant 
to speak or to join in any groupactivi/y. His verbal score 
on the WISC-R was 164 and his performance was 115. 
He was unable 10 read at a second grade level, and his 
handwriting was Illegible. At home his mother worked 
with himfor hours every night trying to help him keep up 
with his classwork. He Was a miserable student who 
hated school. He was not disliked by his classmates, 
rather. he was Ignored. When he started in TAG, he 
was reluctant to participate in group activities. We met 
several times before we decided on his contract. He 
agreed 10 work on a reading program on the computer. 
and to also learn 10 type correctly by learning aprogram 
for typing on the computer. This was time consuming 
and painstakingly slow atfirst, but persistence paid off, 
and soon Steven could type 20 words a minute without 
one error. This progress enabled him 10 complete his 
wrillen assignments for his class and his classroom 
teacher was delighted. She complimented him On this 
progress and Steven began to believe in himself. His 
moth,rwas able to stop the dreary hours of rereading at 
home, and Stevenflourlshed In the extra time by design
ing his own reading program on the computer. lie sOon 
discovered that he had a talentfor designing interesting 
programs. and other students were soon requesting his 
programs. He quietly made some friends and was 
admired by many for these special talents. 
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Steven will always struggle with reading, but he has 
learned to cope. He also discovered that he was an 
auditory learner, and swapped his computer programs 
for tapes of his books that were read by his classmates. 
This cooperative effort has continued through elemen
tary school and now that Steven knows what It takes to 
succeed, he is able 10 present his case to his teachers. 
With the exception of One teacher, all of his instructors 
have been willing to Individualize his lessons. In return, 
Steven has engineered some very Il(ormative computer 
programs for them. Steven has been allowed to work 
with some high schaal students on a computer chal
lenge, and he plans to go into some form of computers 
in the future. 

These two cases are only a few of the learning disabled/gifted 
students that I have seen in our program, and I feel that they are 
representative of the problems faced by these special children. 
All children need to see the reason for learning. If these gifted 
students do not leam to see the importance ofleaming and to set 
goals for themselves, great potential is lost to the world. Setting 
appropriate goals must be done with the student and consistent 
monitoring is essential for success with these learning disabled! 
gifted students. 

Setting appropriate goals and consistent 
monitoring is essential for success with 

learning disabled/gifted students_ 

Although everyone profits from individual attention, it is par
ticularly important that these students be provided an 
environment that will encourage the use of their girts to 
overcome their disabilities. In her Structure of the Intellect, 
Dr. Mary Meeker slresses using strengths to remediate weak
nesses. In a pilot program for gifted students in Killeen 
Independent School District in 1979, over 100 identified gifted 
students in the third, fourth, and fifth grades were given the SOl 
tests. After the test results wete chatted, OVet half of these gifted 
students were found to be at the remedial level in one or more 
areas. Activities were planned On an individual basis to use the 
area of strength to remediate the weakness. This program lasted 
for one YeaI, and although it was a paperwork nightmare, at the 
end of the year, students were tested and the results were very 
rewarding. All of the students had raised their perfonnance 
level to average, and many had achieved above average levels. 
This study demonstrates that remediating individual weak
nesses through strengths, not only increases subject level 
mastety, but enables students to use their strengths to overcome 
difficulties in school subjects. Asan extra benefit, the students' 
attitudes about themselves and their school work improved 
dramatically. A nurturing environment that allows mistakes, 
yet turns those mistakes into building blocks, will help the 
gifted student achieve the success necessary to survive in 
schools. Though the students learn to compensate for their 
weaknesses, these disabilities do not go away. Instead the 
students must learn to cope with their weak areas both inside 
and outside the classroom and on into adulthood. 

7 



Coping strategies are necessary 10 enable these learning 
disabled/gifted students 10 be well-adjusted adults. Teach
ers and parents must be aware of these deficiencies, and 
strategies for leaming must be suited 10 the learning styles 
of these students. Cooperative learning is usually an 
excellent way 10 huild self-esteem at the same time USing 
those areas that are stronger 10 promote self-esteem and 
interdependence. Gifted students must learn to be socially 
adjusted as well as educationally adjusted in order 10 be 
successful in our schools. Another strategy for coping may 
be alternative methods for learning. An example of that 
might be allowing a student 10 type a report insread of 
trying 10 write it when his handwriting is SO poor, or 
allowing a student 10 listen 10 a book instead of trying 10 
read it when his reading skills are deficient 

Night is a. c:tra.wfJrt.c:tge 
Tra.ppin-g the tight 

Many learning disabled/gifted students have organizational 
gaps in their learning. These students need 10 be encouraged 10 
[md a menlOr who has a workable organization plan and who 
can impan this method 10 the student Teachers can help by 
preplanning lectures, either on tape Or by preparing advanced 
organizers 10 aid these students. Other helpful methods might 
include management plans, webbing, planning guides, and 
technology. Gifted students are usually whizzes with technOl
ogy, and they can generate a management system that will help 
them. 

It takes a special teacher 10 make allowances for these 
differences, but if we can educate teachers and parent to aIlow 
forindividuaUty in instruction, many ofthese learning disabled, 
as well as other students, will [md schools to be an exciting, 
positive adventure. CI 

(References available upon request.) 

Un-tit the power of the tight 
Overwhetms the oha.in-s 

8 

a.n-c:t a.tt the wturiors 
Come o"t a.n-c:t ftooc:t the ea.rth with their power. 

Worry 

A worry is a spring 
held down by a door. 
Until you share it 
and "whoosh!" 
the worry leaps out 
of its tense position 
and the worry is gone_ 

snowjfaRis 
snowflal(es are aancers, 

aancing witfi tfie fieavens, 
eacfi witfi its own aance, 
eacfi witfi its own tiesign, 

until tfiey {anti 
anti al$appear from tfie stage. 

Trent McNamara 
University Park Elementary School 

Dallas, Texas 
Fourth grade, age 10 
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According to Carol Dweck, a researcher in motivation 
theory, the way that students and the adults in their lives think 
about intelligence may strongly influence their school perform
ance. 

Dweck suggests that when individuals think of intelli
gence as static, (e.g. an unchanging quantity having been 
received at birth) performance expectations for self or others 
will be different than if intelligence is perceived as dynamic 
(able to be increased with practice). 

Youngsters who perceive intelligence as Slatic may be
lieve they are unable to perform beyond a specific ability level. 
They dislike taking risks and recognize only success and 
failure. Adults who conform to this perspective may uncon
sciously discourage risk-taking in an effort ID instill confidence 
by insuring that most activities lead to success and by excessive 
praise for task completion. Children come ID equate intelli
gence with ability ID earn pmise or with being the first or best. 
Such children may be unwilling ID risk failure represented by 
difficult lasks and may opt ID avoid them. 

On the other hand, children who view intelligence as a dynamic 
entity which can be increased by experience will be more likely 
to confront challenges and to learn from their failure. Adults 
who subscribe to this approach are likely ID provide open-ended 
tasks and to applaud effort expended rather than to focus only 
on success. Challenging activities often confuse the slatic
theory child and children who are problem-solvers may frus
tmte the slatic-thinking adult. 

The bottom lineis that awareness of the attitude one holds 
about intelligence may reveal a possible explanation of under
achievement, particularly in the vulnerable period of change 
from elementary to intermediate grades. 0 

Youngsters who perceive intelligence as static 
may believe they are unable to perform beyond a 

specific ability level. 

The following list of books was distributed 10 parents who attended Dr. Felice KaUfmann's session on underachievement at 
the 1988 TACT Convention in Austin. We thtmk Dr. Kaufmann, an international expert on underachievementJor her 
generosity in sharing these titles. 

Aderholdt-Elliott, M. Perfectionism: 
What's Bad About Being Too Good 

Anderson, W. Courage Is a Three Leiter Word 
Burka, J. & Yuen, L. Procrastination: Why 

You Do It, What to Do About It 
Cerr, C. The Experts Speak (terrible mistakesl) 
Clance, P. The Impostor Phenomenon 
Colman, C. Late Bloomers 
Delisle, J. Girted Children Speak Out 
Dinkmeyer. D & Losoncy, L. 

The Encouragement Book 
Elkind, D. The Hurried Child 
Elkind, D. All Grown Up and No Place to Go 
Ellis, D. Becoming a Master Student 
Faber A. & Mazlish, E. How to Talk so Kids 

Will Listen and Listen so Kids Will Talk 

tempo WINTER 1991 

Frost, D. Book of the World's Worst Decisions 
Gould, S. The Challenge of Achievement 
Greene, L. Kids Who Underachieve 
Harvey, J. In'm so Successful, Why do I Feel 

Like a Fake? 
Hyall, C & Gottlieb, L. When Smart People Fail 
Johnson, E. Raising Children to Achieve 
Kerr. B. Smart Girls, Gifted Women 
Main, F. Perfect Parenting and Other Myths 
McGee-Cooper, A. Time Management for 

Unmanageable People 
Rimm, S. The UnderaChievement Syndrome 
Tschirhart. S. & Donovan, M. Women and 

Self-Esteem 
Whiunore, J. Giftedness, Conniet and 

Underachievement 
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Association News 

Introducing Your Executive Board . •. 

1991 Executive Committee Takes Office 

At the annual general business meeting of the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented during 
the November conference in Houston, the newly-elected officers and regional representatives of TAGT 
formally took office. Their selection was the result of balloting which took place last summer. In this issue 
of tempo we will be introducing you first to the Executive Committee. Subsequent issues will feature brief 
biographies and pictures of the Regional Representatives. 

TAGT's 1990·91 
Adelle McClendon, 
President 
received Bachelor's 
degree from TCU, 
her Master's degree 

from Sam Houston State University, and 
her endorsement in gifted education from 
the University of St. Thomas where she 
now teaches on a part-time basis. Adelle 
began her teaching career at Arlington 
Heights High School. She then moved to 
Cypress-Fairbanks where she taught at 
both Jersey Village and Cy-Fair High 
Schools and served as a director of in
struction and as foreign language coordi
nator before being named Coordinator of 
the Programs {or the Gifted and Talented. 
A devoted fan of classical music, Adelle 
particularly loves organ music and has 
been a church organist in various churches 
in both Ft. Worth and Houston. 

Amanda Batson, the 
association's Presi
dent-elect, is cur
rently Coordinator, 
Programs forthe Tal
ented and Gifted, 

Round Rock ISO. Previous assignments 
include Director of the South Texas 
Gifted!Talented Resource Center at 
Region 1I1 ESC. coordinator for Victoria 
ISO. university lecturer. consultant with 
Region Xlll ESC, and classroom teacher. 
She continues to serve as a consultant as 
well as teach graduate courSes. Her areas 
of interest include curriculum, reading, 
thinking skills, and differentiation for all 
students. 
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Robert Seney, FIrst 
VP and chair of the 
Editorial and Re
search Committee, is 
the Coordinator of 
Gifted Programs for 

Spring Branch ISO. Houston. He also 
leaches at the University of Houston in 
the Gifted and Talented Masters Pro
gram. In addition toourstateconference, 
Bob has also presented at several NAGC 
Conferences and at three World Confer
ences of Gifted Education. (Just ask him 
about Australia!) He is also proud ofhis 
selection by Prentice Hall Publishing 
Company as a member of their Master 
Teacher Board. Bob's main enthusiasm 
is connecting gifted learners and young 
adult literature. Bob has one son. Rob, 
age 22. 

Ann Trull, TAGT's 
Second VP for Mem
bership Develop
ment is currently Di" 

. rector of Gifted Edu
cation and Elementary 

Education for Paris ISO. She has served 
two terms as a Regional Representative 
and as a member of the Policies and Prac
tices Committee. More recently she di
rected a very successful stafr develop
ment institute for TAGT in Paris. She 
was chairperson of a Stecring Commit
tee to create a local glt parent association 
and membcrofastateglt task force to de
velop program standards and review the 
state plan and guidelines. She is known 
thoughout the state as a presenter at both 
TEA institutes and TEPSA conferences. 

Dixie R. Kingston is 
a graduate of Baylor 
University, a certified 
teacher, and a parent 
oftwo gifted children. 
She is currently Sales 

Manager for Kingston Manufacturing 
Company, a maker of school uniforms. 
She bas served on the City of San Antonio 
Library Board and as a lrustee of the 
Bexar County Hospital District Pension 
Plan. She will be bringing her extensive 
experience to bear in the new position of 
Third VP for Parent and Community 
Involvement. 

Ann Weiss is return
ing for her second term 
as TAGT's Secretary 
and Chairperson or 
the Finance Commit
tee. Ann received her 

from Texas 
Woman's University. She was chosen 
Texas Elementary Teacher of the Year in 
1990 and is currently serving as an educa
tional consultant for the gifted and tal
ented in the Region IV ESC. 

Peggy Kress will be 
serving as Immedi
ate Past-President. 
She was the director 
of gifted programs for 
Houston lSD, One of 

the first gifted programs in the state. In 
her current position with Conroe ISD,she 
is responsible for gifted education, staff 
development and coordinates social stud· 
ics. She has a 26 year old son. 
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Introducing Your Advisory Board • .• 

TAGT Confirms Appointed Board Members 

At its January meeting in Austin, the Executive Board of TAGT approved the appointment of ten new 
advisory members. The new board members come from all parts of the state and represent minority, parent, 
and university viewpoints. By reaching out to these segments of the membership, the association hopes to 
broaden its perspective and highlight the importance of community involvement in promoting awareness 
of gifted and talented issues. We are proud to introduce your children's latest advocates-

Vicky Dearing is Co-

f. :".i.l.:..·~.. .... ordinator of Aca-_ _ demie Development 
for the Carrollton-

... 1 Farmers Branch ISD. 
_ .. Her responsibilities 

include coordination ofherdislrict' s gifted 
and talented programs, at-risk services 
and drug prevention. S he will serve as 
the Local Arrangements Chairperson this 
year in Dallas, facilitating many of the 
on-site details of the November confer
ence. 

Gordon Doggett is 
assistant principal of 
Spring Garden Ele
mentary School in the 
Hurst-Euless
Bedford School Dis

served as a sixth grade 
teacher, intermediate glt teacher, presenter 
and community leader. Gordon and his 
wife own a teacher supply store, The 
Magic Slate, located in a restored one
room schoolhouse. Hewill serve this year 
as the association's Parliamentarian. 

Pat Echols comes to 
the board from Klein 
ISD where she coor
dinates the gifted and 
talented program. 
She describes herself 

as a "math person" but her interests have 
included Odyssey of the Mind and cur
riculum writing. She will beretuming to 
the board this year as Past Local Arrange
ments Chairperson to help plan the No
vember convention in Dallas. 
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Karen Fitzgerald is 
a teacher of the gifted 
in Spring Branch ISD. 
She has taught gifted 
students in Michigan, 
Oklahoma.Missouri, 

and Tennessee where she was active in 
the Tennessee Association for the Gifted. 
Karen is married and has one daughter. 
Heather, at Rhodes College in Memphis. 
Members of the Editorial and Research 
Committee are looking forward to utiliz
ing her "out-oC-state" perspective. 

Susan Johnsen is an 
Assistant Professor 
and Coordinator of 
Programs for the 
Gifted and Talented 
at Baylor University. 

She is the of numerous works on 
identification and non-verbal intelligence. 
A frequently invited speaker to national 
and international conferences, Susan has 
many ties which draw her to Austin;she 
can frequently be seen "commuting in a 
daze the length ofIH 35." The Member
ship Committee will benefit from her 
skill in networking at the university level. 

Joyce Miller is Cur
rcntly an Associate 
Professor of Higher 
Education at East 
Texas State Univer
sity. She has taught 

graduate and undergraduate courses in 
curriculum, supervision, and gifted edu
cation. The recipient of a Meadows 
Grant, Joyce was influcntial in introduc
ing Odyssey of the Mind to many north 
Texas SChools. She will be serving on the 
Professional Development Committee. 

David Mitchell is the 
Technology Coordi
nator for the Denver 
City ISD ECLIPSE 
program. In addition 
to ten years in the 

teachilogllrof'ession, David logged in four 
years as a banker whiCh explains why he 
has been assigned to the Finance Com
mittee. He is a former U.S. Navy Seabee, 
Viet Nam veteran and artlsL Ask him 
about being the shortest player on the Sui 
Ross basketball team! 

Judge Marlo Ramirez is a graduate of 
Notre Dame and serves currently as a 
district court judge in Hidalgo County. 
He has a deep personal commitment to 
improving juvenile justice procedures and 
has been afrequent speaker on the subject 
of youthful offenders and gang activity. 
Members of the Parent/Community In
volvement Committee are looking for
ward to working with him. 

Serving on the Edito
rial Committee will 
be Juan Solis of the 
University of Texas
Pan American. An 
expert in bilingualism 

and reading methodology, he discussed 
the impact of television on families at the 
most recent TAGT annual conference. 

For the past eight years Ann Wink has 
coordinated the Grr Program K-12 in 
Killeen ISD. She is a former Region XII 
Representative and First Vice President 
of her local parent group. She will be 
serving on the Policies and Practices 
Committee this year. 
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Faces of the Challenge: Highlights from 

Local arrangements 
volunteers work the 
registration table under 
the direction of 
Pat Echols. 

Left to right: Adelle McClendon, 1990-91 TAGT 
President, keynote speaker Dr. Richard Paul and 
Connie McLendon, Executive Director 

Congr",hdlltions con'DenH07fJ~goe"sl Yo" 1"lIt 
took ,,,,rt in the biggest gdherlng of glt 
educlltors in the history of the fieNd-
37®® strongl 

Left: The changing of the guard-outgoing First Vice
President Pat Haensly moves Bob Seney into position 
to assume his new editorial responsibilities. 
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January 1991 

Jim Curry Honored as 
Lifetime Member 

The Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented is proud to 
welcome Dr. Jim Curry as its fourth lifetime member. Dr. 
Curry is the President of the National Association for Gifted 
Children and an Associate Professor in the College of Educa
tion at the University of Southern Maine. 

Long an advocate for gifted children, Dr. Curry has 
been a classroom reacher and itinerant teacher of the gifted in 
the Los Angeles Unified School District; a teacher-coordinator 
of programs for the gifted and demonstration teacher for the 
gifted in Georgia; Administrative Assistant in the OffICe of 
Gifted and Talented, U.S. Office of Education, Washington, 
D.C.; a consultant for gifted/talented education in an area 
service agency in Iowa; and Coordinator of Training for the 
NationaVState Leadership Training lnstitote on the Gifted and 
Talented. He has provided innumerable training opportunities 
for educators of the gifted in Texas at the district, regional and 
state levels and is recognized as a knowledgeable. thought
provoking speaker and teacher. 

Dr. Curry indicated to TAGTPresident AdelieMcClen
don that because he had gained so much from his long-term 
association with Texas, he wanted to give something back and 
he chose to do so by becoming a lifetime member ofTAGT. 
We are, indeed, proud to name Jim Curry as an adopted Texan 
and a member-supporter ofTAGT. 

Jim Curry receives his lifetime membership award and a 
Texas souvenir from Susan Spates. TAGT's Region IV 
Representative. 
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Dr. Bertie Kingore receives all Advocate for Gifted Award 
from Wayne Craigell at a recent ceremollY. 

T AGT Recognizes 
Advocates of Gifted 
throughout the State 
At its most recent board meeting, TAGT announced the win
ners oHive regional Advocates ofOifted Awards. Dr. Bertie 
Kingore (above) of Hardin Simmons University in Abilene 
was recogni,ed at a Region IV glt workshop, receiving her 
award from Wayne Craigen. Marianne Fiorenza presented 
plaques to C.W. and Dorothy Anne Conn at a November 7 
reception in Beaumont, acknowledging the Conn's gifted of an 
endowed chair for a gifted and talented professorship at Lamar 
University. Betty Strickland presented Kathy Harry, glt 
coordinator for Tyler ISD with an advocate award in Region 
VII; Mary Seay named Gena Brooks, a long-time parent 
advocate in San Angelo as the Region XV winner; Irene Heiton 
recognized Will Davis in Region XlII while Margie Irwin an
nounced plans to honor Dorys Dickey in Region XX. 

The Advocate of Gifted Award was created to honor a person 
or group for outstanding service to gifted education in each of 
the state's twenty regions. A nomination form for the 1991 
awards will be appearing in the spring tempo. 



Texas Association/or the Gifted and Talented* 

Partial Listing of 1991 Regional, State, National, and World 
Events on Gifted Education 

Date: February 23, 1991 Contact: Registration Services 
Event: Creativity Seminar University of Alabama 
Site: Lamar University Box 870388 

Beaumont, TX Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0388 
Contact: Marianne Fiorenza 205/348-3000 

Beaumont ISD 
3395 Harrison Date: April 24-26, 1991 
Beaumont, TX 77706 Event: C3 Model in Action: 
409/899-9972 Developing & Implementing 

Comprehensive Curriculum 
Date: February 24-26, 1991 Coordination for the GIT 
Event: Programs for G/T Students (limited to 50 participants) 
Site: Austin, TX Site: Los Angeles, CA 
Sponsor: Texas Education Agency Sponsor: N ational/S tate Leadership 
Contact: GiftedlTalented Education Training Institute on the Gifted! 

1701 N. Congress Talented (N/S-LTI-G/T) 
Austin, TX 78701 Contact: N/S-L TI-G/T 
512/463-9455 900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1142 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Date: April 1-5, 1991 213/489-7470 
Event: Council for Exceptional 

Children Conference Date: April 30, 1991/May 1, 1991 
Site.' Atlanta, GA Event: Excellence Without Elitism: 
Sponsor: Council for Exceptional Children A Comprehensive System of 
Contact: CEC Education for the GlftedlTalented 

1920 Association Drive Site: San Antonio/Dallas, TX 
Reston, VA 22091-1589 Contact: Creative Workshop Associates 
703/620-3660 P.O. Box 50392 

St. Louis, MO 63105 
Date: April 12-13, 1991 314n21-1273 
Event: High Potential at Risk: 

Gifted Children with Date: June 25, 1991 
Special Needs Event: T AGT Institute-Region XV 

Site: University of Alabama Site: San Angelo, TX 
Tuscaloosa, AL Sponsor: San Angelo ISD and TAGT 

Sponsor: AEGUS Contact: Mary Seay 
Association for the Education of 1621 University 
Gifted Underachieving Students San Angelo, TX 76904 

915/942-6767 
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Date: June 27-28,1991 Date: August 1991 
Event: T AGT Instltute--Reglon XVII Event: Region VII G/T Workout 
Site: Denver City, TX Site: Kilgore, TX 
Sponsor: Denver City ISD and TAGT Sponsor: Region VII Education 
Contact: Mary Keller Service Center 

501 Mustang Avenue Contact: Betty Strickland 
Denver City, TX 79323 P.O. Box 1622 
806/592-2500 Kilgore, TX 75662 

214/984-3071 
Date: July 1991 
Event: Texas Council for Exceptional Dare: August 13-16,1991 

Children (CEC) Event: Region XVIII GIT Roundup 
Corpus Christi, TX Site: Midland, TX 

Sponsor: Texas CEC Sponsor: Region XVIII Education 
Contact: Merri Pemberton Service Center 

2112 Speedway Contact: B.K. Dean 
Wichita Falls, TX 76301 P.O. Box 60580 
817n20-3142 Midland, TX 79711 

915/563-2380 
Date: July 25-August 1, 1991 
Event: Ninth World Conference Date: October 1991 

on Gifted Education Event: Southeast Texas 
Site: The Hague, Netherlands Regional Conference 
Sponsor: The World Council for Gifted Contact: Marianne Fiorenza 

and Talented Children, Inc. & The Beaumont ISD 
Foundation of the Ninth World 3395 Harrison 
Conference Beaumont, TX 77706 

Contact: National Association for Gifted 409/899-9972 
Children 
1155 15th Street, N.W. Date: November 20-23, 1991 
Suite 1002 Event: TAGT Annual Conference 
Washington, D.C. 20005 Dallas, DFW-Hyatt-Twln Towers 
202n85-4268 or Sponsor: Texas Association for the 
Conference Secretariat Gifted and Talented 
Ninth World Conference Contact: TAGT 
on Gifted!falented P.O. Box 9802 #814 
P.O. Box 463 Austin, TX 78766-9802 
6500 AL Nijmegen 512/343-1886 
The Netherlands 

*Communicate directly with sponsor and/or contact to receive current and complete details regarding 
each event. The views expressed or demonstrated in any of these events do not necessarily represent the 

official views, opinions, or positions of the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented. 
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Young Leaders Conference 
to Culminate in Great 
Debate 
Three local leadership training programs for gifled Hispanic 
high school freshmen are scheduled from January to May in 
Houston, Lubbock and El Paso. Sponsored by Ule National 
Hispanic InstitUle, these programs target gifted Hispanic stu
dents interested in the development of personal and persuasive 
communication. TIle workshops will teach self-marketing, 
public speaking and the dynamiCS of competition. Participants 
In the individual training programs will Ulen gather at Austin 
College in Sherman, Texas to stage The Great Debate 
Tournament, June 6 ·9. The cost is $125 per student which 
includes room and board for the out-of-town event. Eligible 
students should he enrolled in college-bound curriculums. For 

further 
details contact: 

Houston, 

El Paso: 
Lubbock, 

John Rosales (713) 483-4840 
Tita Yanar (915) 581-2943 
Grace Garza 1-800-782-5028 or 
Ernest Nieto 
National Hispanic Institute 
P.O. Box 220 
Maxwell, Texas 78656-0220 

Law-Related Education 
Training 

The State Bar of Texas' Law Focused Education, Inc. (LFEI) 
department has recently been awarded a generous grant from 
the Hatton W. Sumners Foundation in Dallas. This grant will 
allow LFEI to offer workshops in all regions ofTexas during 
the next four years. The workshops focus is on the Founding 
DocumenlS: The Constitution; Bill of Rights; FederalisLI and 
Anti-Federalists papers. These workshops will be offered to 
5th grade social studies, 8th grade U.S. history and high school 
government teachers at no charge. All materials are provided 
and the workshop has been approved for 40 hours of AA T 
credit. For more infomlation please contact: 

Hope Lochridge or Cindi Morill 
Slate Bar of Texas 
Law-Related Educatioll 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, Texas 78711 
5121463-1388 
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Problem Solving 
Conference 

Secondary gifled studenlS and their leachers will have the 
opportunity March 1 - 2 to attend Baylor University's Second 
Annual Interdisciplinary Problem-Solving Conference in 
Waco, Te.as, ParticipanlS in last year's conference were 
challenged by the claims of a genetic researcll finn to have 
developed a product UllIt would end the aging process. Stu
dents this year will focus their energies on solving another 
mystery of dramatic proportions, inlerviewing wimesses of a 
strange phenomenon and as always, learning to use the creative 
problem solving process. While receiving 12 hours of ad
vanced AAT credit, participating teachers will receive hands
on trailling in the development of interdisciplinary curricula 
using the creative problem solving process. 

Please reserve early since space is limited. 
For more information, contact Dr. Susan Johnsen, Linda 
Cox, or Joel McIntosh, School oj Education, Baylor 
UniverSity. P.O. Box 97314, Waco, Texas 76798-7314, 
(817) 755-3111. 

Kudos . ... 

to Shawn Achor and Cody Cox, boUl sevenUl grade 
students at Midway Junior High School, Waco, Texas. 

Each has bad a poem published in the January/ 
February 1991 issues of Humanities, sponsored by tlle 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 

to the fOUrtil and fifth grade class of Sundown 
Elementary School, Sundown, Te,as, for publishing 
the lRoughllleck aazette willI Ule help of their teacher 
Vowery Dodd, 

Staff members include: Sarah RobillSoll, Erill 
Wi/lfrey, Donna BOW"'tlll, Brooke Motheral, Michal 
Timberlake, Johll Goher and Aaron Bailey, 



the 13th Annual TAGT Convention 

See you next year in Dallasl 
Fort Worth . .. 
November 20 - 23,1991.1 

Below: Charles Patterson, Superintendent, 
Killeen ISD and Dorothy Sisk, Lamar University 
enjoy the Administrators' Luncheon. 
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Left: Debbie Lundy, Marsha Harrison 
and Nancy Patterson, parents from 
Tyler lSD, shine as they provide a 
Star Spangled Summer for children in 
their district. 

Dale Bulla, author and 
consultant, drew large 
audiences. 
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Spotlighting Convention Speakers 
We can lift ourselves out a/ignorance, we can/ind 
ourselves as creatures 0/ excellence. 

Excerpts from the keynote addresses delivered 
at TAGT's Thirteenth Annual Conference 

According to Dr. Richard Paul, key
nOIe speaker at T AGT's recent annual 
convention, one of the prohlems of 
traditional schooling is the lack of a 
comprehensive philosophy of 
education. Typically, both instruc
tion and learning are highly fragmented 
with virtually everyone focused On 

some part of the process rather than the whole. Crucial global 
notions like critical thinking are frequently trivialized as mere 
superficial add..,ns to a curriculum already dense with hun
dreds of disjointed objectives. 

To avoid that kind of fragementation, Dr. Paul feels several 
challenges need to be met. The first is acknowledging critical 
thinking as the real organizing and empowering COre of what 
students need to prepare for the future; the fundamental need of 
students is to be taught how -not what- to think. Just as 
necessary is the recognition that critical teaching is an essen
tial mode of instruction for all students at all grade levels. It 
follows that teachers cannot teach critical thinking unless their 
own critical thinking is cultivated. In order to ensure that 
teachers receive that kind of preparation, Dr. Paul encourages 
administrators to make a long-term. system-wide commitment 
to staff development in critical thinking. Following are some 
of the essential underpinnings necessary for quality critical 
thinking in staff development. They are drawn from a PBS 
series on critical thinking whiCh Dr. Paul has just completed: 

I) Fonnulate a comprehensive philosophy of educa
tion focused on critical thinking. 

2) Make critical teaching the essential mode of 
instruction for all subjects, all students, all grade 
levels. 

3) Rely On voluntary participation by teachers. 
4) Systematically cultivate the critical thinking of 

teachers. 
5) Don't use a canned program or an algorithmic 

approach. 
6) Make a long-term, system-wide, open-ended 

commitment to critical thinking that 
provides for different rates of individual growth. 

7) Create multiple incentives for teachers. 
8) Allocate special resources on a penn anent basis. 
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9) Find alleast one committed driving force, one 
passionate critical thinking enthusiast, to spearhead 
theeffon. 

10) Adopt a broad and rich concept of critical 
thinking that allows for the individual 
insights and diverse backgrouods of teachers. 

II) Provides for diverse critical thinking statT 
development activities. 

12) Give each teacher a critical thinking handbook that 
contains lessons shown before and after critical 
thinking methods have been infused. 

13) Set up a library of critical thinking books and 
video tapes. 

14) Create a critical thinking newsletter. 
15) Set modest short-term goals. 
16) Provide for on-going, site·based follow up. 
17) Involve parents as completely as you can. 

Wade Coriell is afreshman at 
Cypress Creek High School in 
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD. 

Those of you who have read this month's issue of Reader's 
Digesl will perhaps recall the article "Heroes for Today," a 
story of three ordinary people going about their business to 
make a difference in others' lives. Probably if you ask most 
teenagers today who their heroes are, chances are they will 
name nationally known celebrities_ctors, sports figures, 
rock stars-those who bask in the media spotlight and earn big 
bucks. But my personal heroes, the Ones I admire and look up 
to, have more substance. You see, I count teachers among my 
personal heroes and I stand before you today to deliver a 
heartfelt message: teachers, you do make a difference-every 
day and in so many ways. 

As teachers you are faced daily with the challenge of making 
provisions for gifted students in your classrooms. Fortunately. 
I have been lucky as a kid to have had many fantastic teachers, 
truly remarkable pcople guiding me in my learning. 
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I can never forget Mrs. Hoskins, my first grade teacher. She 
made learning a joy and instilled in me confidence in my 
emerging abilities. Day after day, students eagerly arrived in 
her classroom wondering what special surprise awaited them. 
I remember vividly the "golden box." Ten one hundreds in a 
rowan spelling tests, words and dictation, and one could hunt 
for "rreasure." What delightful trinkets awaited us and what a 
way to motivate kids for academic successl 

Over the years, I have come to realize that great teachers aren't 
all alike. Mrs. Hoskins was one who always did something 
novel. One day she would come to school dressed as a magician 
to motivate us for a story we would read. Another day we would 
bake blueberry muffins, eat them, and then sequence the steps 
for what We had done. I began to write creatively in Mrs. 
Hoskins class, for she taught us how to include similies in our 
stories. That's right-in fIrSt grade. She didn't believe in 
talking down to kids; she believed in building them up. Our 
se!f"esteem was important to Mrs. Hoskins. She taught us to be 
responsible and love learning. 

. . . Another teacher I will never forget is my fifth grade gifted 
and talented teacher, Mrs. Johnson. She was all a kid could ever 
ask for in a teacher. That was the yearfiveofmy classmates and 
I participated in the statewide community problem solving 
competition. With Mrs. Johnson's guidance, we submitted a 
project entitled ''There Ought to Be a Law" and won first place 
on the state level and second place on the internationalleve!. 
The project involved the drafting of legislation to control the 
sale of poisons and other toxic substances. Although House Bill 
2541 eventually died in committee, we learned so much about 
government and law, about persistence and task commitment
all because Mrs. Johnson was wiUing to use all the resources 
available to provide her students with the best education 
possible .... 

Then, there was Mrs. Gibbon, one of my more flamboyant 
teachers. If she had to. she would sing to get her point across. 
Mrs. Gibbon was my coach for the state scenario writing 
contest. Golly, I was proud of my paper when I turned it in to 
her. only to have it returned with a sea of red ink: "It has 
potential, but you need to explain this." So I diligently revised 
and rewrote. Mrs. Gibbon encouraged me to strive to do my 
best. I won second at state and third in international competi
tion because Mrs. Gibbon recognized that my writing had 
potential. I know she made a difference .... 

As teachers, each of you has the opportunity to become a hero 
in the lives of your students, too. I think that perhaps the 
greatest gift my leachers have given me is the inspiratwn and 
wish 10 learn. Consequently, I will continue to discover, to rry 
to achieve, and set no limits for myself, for I finnly believe in 
what Richard Bach says in his book Jonathan Livingston 
Seagull: "We can l({tourselves out of Ignorance, we canflnd 
ourselves as creatures of excellence and intelligence and skill. 
We can bejree! We can learn tojly." 
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Karen Tumlin is an 11 th 
grade student at 
Eisenhower High School in 
AldineISD. 

As a five-year old kindergarten student, being placed in a gifted 
and talented program did not mean that much to me. The only 
memory I have ofthe program was that our classes were always 
in units and we had cooking once a week. In the fIrSt grade it 
meant being a fish in the school play. In second grade,computer 
class after school . .. in third grade, a unit on endangered 
species •.. and in fourth grade, receiving a prize from the grab 
bag-my name in silver glitter on a pink piece of construction 
paper that read, "Karen # I in math.". •. During junior high the 
years grew so muddled with the anxiety of growing up that I do 
notrecall too much. But I do remember Treasure Island, the 
first NOVEL we read in school and the day of listening to music 
(what Mrs. Peatross called the "poerry of the '60's'') and the 
sweet smell of burning incense .... 

Looking back on these school memories today, I realize that 
what was actually happening was that as students, we were 
developing an enthusiasm for learning •.. I always felt that 
the teachers were excited about what was going on ... llearned 
that there was no set pattern for the gifted and talented program, 
but that something miraculous was happening and it was 
imbedded in the minds of my fellow students. Each individual 
was willing to be unique and contributed to the class in his orher 
own distinct way. Our learning began to depend upon one 
another. Each opinion opened the door to more conIlict and 
eventually to compromise. Ifwe were fortunate, conflict led to 
new paradigms ... 

Most of the students in my eleventh grade gifted and talented 
classes have been together in the program since kindergarten. 
We have accepted each other because we respect each other's 
qualities. It is a rare group that can hang tightly together without 
having the normally acceptable things in common such as 
clothing style, social status or nationality. We stick close 
together because we are all thinkers. Whal happened in kinder· 
garten becomes clearer Wilh a lillie examination-a group of 
children, with obvious potentwl, was placed logether to pro
vide a distinctive peer sup{IQrl group that encouraged aca· 
demic pursuits. We raised one another's ambitions and 
strived to achieve our wildest dreams. No Idea was too odd, 
nor any approach too unconvent/onal . ... 

Thoreau wrote "For every thousand hacking at the leaves of 
evil. there is one striking at the root." I would like to suggest 
that by implementing and supporting a gifted and talented 
program, you are the one out of a thousand striking at a root. 
Graduates of this program will go into society and multiply your 
efforts ... you, our teachers, parents, and mentors have taught 
uS well. On behalf of my fellow classmates in gifted and 
talented programs throughout the state of Texas, I hope that you 
will always be proud of us. 
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The Mischievous Kitten: A Tragedy 
Tillie Hickman 
Honors Gff teacher, Central Senior High School, Beaumont /SD 

Once upon a time in a town much like yours, 
there lived a kitten named Augustus, his mother 
being a fan of T.S. Eliot. Now although this kitten 
was born in a litter of five and seemed to be a normal 
gray striped kitten like his brothers and sisters, ev
eryone noticed almost immediately that he was dif
ferent. 

Even before his blue kitten eyes were open, he 
was wont to wander away from his mother's side to 
explore the wide world of the laundry room. And as 
soon as his eyes opened, he became areal paw-ful; he 
was mischievous. Every time his mother turned her 
back on him, he was off to conquer new worlds. 
Before he could jump to the top of the washing 
machine, he discovered that he could crawl over the 
stool, up the dryer hose, and onto his favorite perch 
before anyone realized he was missing. 

Soon even the doors of the laundry room could 
not hold him; he found the hole that the dryer hose 
went through to the outside and organized his brothers 
and sisters into a parade into the green world. When 
his mother found him and carried him home by the 
scruff of his neck, she told him over and over what a 
naughty kitten he was. Never a word did he hear 
about how clever he had been to have made his 
discovery, planned an escape, and organized the 
whole litter for the expedition. 

Soon his parents and siblings despaired of him, 
and off he went to kittengarten to be socialized. On 
the first day he decided that this place might be fun, 
but when he had a chance to paint, his canvas looked 
more like a Jackson Pollock work than like golden 
autumn leaves on a brown tree that the teacher 
expected. Soon everyone in the school knew that 
Augustus was a mischievous kitten, and everyone 
there despaired of him, too. 
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Augustus suggested to the teacher and the 
principal that he would like to be in the special class 
that studied explorers or to join the third grade that 
was studying world geography, but the principal 
told him that until he learned to color his leaves 
gold (even if Augustus did think his purple leaves 
blowing in the wind were prettier) like the other 
children and stop trying to start new games on the 
playground, he could not expect to get special 
treatment. After all, he had to earn the right to be 
in the classes he thought were right for him. 

Augustus' mother and his kat-wan-do teacher 
suggested to the school that Augustus needed some 
special handling, but their suggestions were taken 
for so much caterwauling. 

Augustus' mother knew there was something 
special and different about her mischievous son, 
and she kept meowing to the school officials until 
the school finally agreed to give Augustus a test. 
But the test was on a beautiful spring day when 
tulips were dancing and catnip was blowing in the 
wind. The lovely colors and shapes outside the 
window of the room were fascinating, and the 
teacher reading the test was grumpy; Augustus 
didn't do very well. 

"See," said the prinCipal, "we gave Augustus 
a test and it shows that you don't know what you're 
talking about. Augustus isn't a special kitten; he'll 
just have to learn to behavein the regular kittengarten 
class. " 

Now Augustus was no dummy; he was tired of 
being yelled at every time he thought up a neat new 
idea, and he made a decision. He would stop 
reading the newspapers and the magazines he could 
sneak out of the library, and he would stay on the 
right page of Fluffy and Mitten. He would color in 
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the lines on his coloring sheets, and he wouldn't go 
exploring any more. But it was so boring that finally 
Augustus just stopped going to school and joined a 
gang of stray cats that roamed the neighborhood 
terrorizing all the dogs they could find. 

The Challenge 
As teachers we are often called on to identify 

gifted children in our classroom, butthat task becomes 
increasingly difficult when we realize that Texas 
recognizes five areas of giftedness and requires that 
children who exhibit gifted behaviors or the potential 
for gifted behaviors in each of the five areas be 
identified for state mandated programs from kinder
garten through the twelfth grade by 1992. The task 
becomes especially daunting when we realize that in 
1982 "fewer than 5-10% of potentially gifted stu-

dents' needs are [were) being served" (Richert, Na
tional Report on Identification.). There are a lot of 
Augustuses out there that we are missing, and that 
fact suggests that we need to be increasingly aware of 
both the characteristics and the needs of gifted and 
talented children. 

If we are going to become effective in meeting 
the needs of our gifted and talented students, first we 
must find them- not just the ones who sit quietly in 
our classes and do extremely well both in their 
academic work and on standardized tests-- but also 
those whose giftedness manifests itself in such a way 
that they are annoying and unlikable, or those who 
have learned to hide their giftedness so that they are 
not perceived as different. We are going to have to 
rely heavily on parents and peers as well as on trained 
professionals to identify our gifted students and to 
meet their very real needs. 

Now Augustus was no dummy; he was tired of being yelled at 
every time he thought up a neat new idea . .. 
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In RelJiew: 
The Book Shelf 

GET OFF MY BRAIN 
A Survival Guide for Lazy 
Students 
Randall McCutcheon 
Foreword by Steve Allen 
Free Spirit Publishing, 1985 

Get Off My Brain isa breezy, unortho
dox guide to improving the study habits 
of high school and college students. Its 
audience is the "normal, bright, lazy 
student" who can benefit from an assort
ment of suggestions on writing creative 
papers, making speeches, doing research 
and understanding time management. 
There is a valuable overview of learning 
and teaching styles, as well as advice to 
the student on how to select courses with 
the help of this new "self-knowledge ... 
Irreverent quotations and illustrations 
break up the book. making it an easy 
read. Some parents may be put off by the 
book's flippancy but theauthor-the 1985 
Teacher of the Year in Nebraska-is 
clearly in touch with how the majority of 
students, like it or not, really feel about 
the educational system. Although 
McCutheon may seem to be encourag
ingstudents toflim-flam their way through 
the system, his tongue-in-cheek approach 
is really an attempt to reach students not 
normally impressed by the solemn plati
tudes of a well-meaning guidance COun
selor. 

Itis interesting that Get OITMy Brain is 
officially classified under both "study 
habits" and "underachievement tt Tome. 
one of the book's greatest charms is that 
it does not overdramatize underachieve
ment or a lack of motivation in students. 
Indeed, it assumes that the majority of 
bright young people are unmotivated a 
good deal of the time-as well they should 
be. (McCutcheon reminds us that Mark 
Twain once observed: "Education is not 
nearly as sudden as a massacre but in the 
long run it is more deadly. ") So the thrust 
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of the book is not to uncover the reasons 
for a srudent' s poor performance or pro
cmstination, but simply to offer coping 
strategies-realistic, day to day sugges
tions for alleviating boredom in the class 
room, analyzing your own strengths and 
weaknesses as well as your teachers, 
rerming test-taking techniques and budg
eting time effectively. The strategies, 
however, are not just cynical or manipu
lative; any number of them are genu
inely creative. 

However much McCutcheon's irrever
ence may irritate some parents Or 
educators, the upbeat, do-able tone of 
the book is what distinguishes it from a 
lot of more self-conscious scholarship 
on the same subject and guarantees that 
it will be read by the really important 
people out there, namely all those "nor
mal, bright, lazy students." 

Reviewed by Beth Moreno 

A Practical Guide to Counsel
ing the Gifted in a School 
Setting, Second Edition. 
Joyce Van Tassel-Baska, Ed. (1990). 
Reston V A: The Council for Excep
tional Children. Stock No. 268, $12.50 

This CEC publication may well be the 
counseling resource that many teachers 
ofthe gifted have been looking for. Itcan 
serve as a first text for teachers who are 
inexperienced and as a valuable resource 
for the teacher or counselor who has 
training in working with the gifted learner. 
Not only are the practical strategies and 
models of counseing programs for giftcd 
learners valuable, but it provides a very 
rich bibliography to guide the inquisitive 
to more indepth investigation of the grow
ing body of literature in counseling the 
gifted student. 

Education is not nearly as 
sudden as a massacre but in 
the long run it is more deadly. 

Mark Twain 

The authors build upon a recognition that 
counseling models and programs for 
gifted learners are few in number and that 
ultimately the task of counseling the gifted 
falls upon the IeaCher of the gifted. Re
sponding to this reality, the authors de
fine the roles and functions of teachers, 
counselors, and parents in the total coun
seling process and provide clearly de
fmed strategies for intervention. These 
strategies are designed with an aware
ness of the important interaction between 
the cognitive and affective domains in 
the classroom. The authors stated as
sumption is that counseling and guidance 
should be integral components of a pro
gram for gifted leamers. 

Of particular interest is the discussion of 
the work ofKazimierz Dabrowski (1902-
1980), aPolish psychiatrlstand psycholo
gist. It is suggested that Dabrowski may 
have provided the theoretical framework 
needed to develop a truly dllTerentlated 
counseling approach for gifted leamers. 
As we slowly win the battle (or at least a 
few skirmishes) to acknowledge the spo
ciallearning needs of gifted students, we 
must also marshal our forces to build rec
ognition that our gifted students have 
special counseling needs which stem 
directly from who they are. "The intri, 
cate thought processes thot mark these 
individuals as gifted are mirrored in the 
intricacy of their emotional develop
ment." (page 16) 

The Guide is a very valuable resource for 
both the teacher and the counselor. The 
format of the book--chapters written by 
several authors- doesn't always create 
aneasy flowoftcxt. butthe language and 
the clarity of writing will not discourage 
the novice. This book is an important 
addition to my library. 

Reviewed by Bob Seney 

tempo WINTER 1991 



CALL FOR PROGRAM PROPOSALS 

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

Theme: Search for Excellence 
November 20-23, 1991 
Hyatt Regency DFW 

Dallas/Fort Worth Airport, Texas 

Proposals must be postmarked 
by April 1, 1991. All contributors 
will be notified by June 15, 1991. 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT 

I. Person Submitting proposal 

Mall completed proposals to: 
TAGT 1991 Conference Proposals 
Attention: Dr. Amanda Batson 
P. O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, TX 78766-9802 

Last Name:, ___________ First Name:, __________ MI: __ _ 

Institutional Affiliation (if applicable):, ___________________ _ 

Mailing Address:,-,--_=-_____ ......",.,...,. ______ .,-::-___ ---,:::-: ___ _ 
(Street/Box) (City) (State (Zp) 

Telephone-Office: __ ,---___________ Home:, _________ _ 
(Area Code) (Area Code) 

Summer AddressfTelephone (area code) H different from above: 

List co-presenters, H any, as names should appear In program; limit two (2). 
PLEASE NOTE: Communications will be sent ONL v to the proposer listed above. 

II. Length of WorkShop (check one): ___ 1 1/4 hours ___ 3 hours 

III. Title of Workshop (as you wish It to appear In the program): 

IV. proposed Abstract with Description 

Please Include the fOllowing Information and attach to completed proposal form: 

A. Title of workshop 
B. Name of person submitting proposal 
C. Program description (for conference program: 50-word limit) 
D. TWO-Io-four (2-4) objectives for the workshop 
E. Brief summary of content and its implications for the gittedllalenled 
F. Agenda for workshop 
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V. Level of difficulty (check one): 

___ Entry ____ ,Inlermediate ____ .Ac/Vanced 

V/' Grade level span for whICh topic will be applicable (check one): 

_PK·2 _6-6 _9-12 __ Undergraduate __ Graduate _Other (please specify) 

VII. Intended audience: Check approprIate blank(s). 

Teachers 
Counselors 

Teacher Educators 
-Parents = AdministratorslSupervlsors -Other (please specify)'----_____ _ 

VIII. Tape recording: The presentation may be recorded (please check one): 
__ Yes __ No 

NOTES TO PROPOSER/PRESENTER 

1. Please send an original with four (4! copIes of the proposal form and abstract (limn 250 words) to 
address Shown on front of proposal form. Please retain a lIIe copy 01 your proposal with abstract. Materials 
submitted to TAGT cannot be returned. 

2. Include one self-addressed stamped postcard with your proposal. The card will be used to 
acknowledge receipt of your proposal. 

3. Proposals will be considered Q!iLY.lf the abstract as described above is attached. 

4. One overhead or slide projector with screen will be available in each meellng room. Any other 
equipment must be provided by the presenter. 

5. A facilitator will be provided at each session by TAGT to monitor attendance. disseminate and retrieve 
workshop evaluallon forms. assist with AAT details (II applicable) and other aspects of the session as 
needed. 

6. Persons selected as presenters should contact the TAGT olllce as soon as possible if they will not be 
able to present at the Conference. 

7. Expenses for travel and attendance at the Conference are the responsibility of each presenter. 
Presenters who plan to attend any other session, meellng, exhibit. etc .. at the Conference other than the 
session(s) she/he is presenting. must register for the Fourteenth Annual Conference. 

I have SIgned and agree to abide by the guidelines stated In this proposal. 

Signature of Presenter 

Date Signed 
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1991 Conference Call 

Suggestions ana Critieria for Program Proposafs 
Fourteenth Annual Conference 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Theme: Search for Excellence 

November 20-23,1991, Hyatt Regency DFW, 
Dallas/Fort Worth Airport, Texas 

There are numerouS topiCS appropriate for the annual TAGT 
conference. As TAGT continues to respond to member needs 
and interests, conference evaluations and suggestions have 
been reviewed. Participants at the 1990 TAGT 
Conference requested future sessions on the 
following topics: 

o Gifted and Honors 
o Curriculum Compacting 
o Serving the Gifted In the Regular 

Classroom 
o Questioning Strategies 
o Careers and the Gifted 
o College and University Opportunities 

for the Gifted 
o Interdisciplinary Units at All Levels 
o Social Studiesfor the Gifted 
o Serving the Gifted In the High School 
o Brain Research and the Gifted 
o Tessellations and Plexars 

Participants also suggested sessions which exhibit quality 
teaching practices; for example, participatory, "hands-on" 
sessions. 

Call for Slides 

A special statewide representative slide presentation is 
planned for the 1991 T AGT Conference. We would like to 
include your area in this presentation. For inclusion of your 
programs for gifted/talented in this media event, please send 
your slides to; 

TAGT 1991 Conference 
Media Presentation 
Attention: Dr. Amanda Batson 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, TX 78766-9802 
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Selection Criteria 

The T AGT 1991 Conference Committee 
will review the proposals with the following 
criteria in mind: 

A. Relevance and significance of the 
ideas to be presented. 

B. Clarity and organization of the 
proposal. 

C. Theoretical soundness of concepts 
to be presented. 

D. Appeal to indicated audience. 
E. Innovativeness of the topic andlor 

approach to the topic. 

Good luck with your conference proposal! 
Thank you for considering TAGT. 

Slides will be selected according to composition and 
clarity. Special attention will be given to slides 
depicting close-up shots of the subjects. All slides 
will become the property ofTAGT, must have media 
authorization, and cannot be returned. 

Slides must be postmarked on or before June 1, 1991 
and should include the following infonnation: 

'" a copy of your schoors media 
authorization form, signed and dated 

'" name and address of gifted!talented 
program represented 

'" name, summer phone number. area code 
of person submitting materials 

Plan now for representation in this 
special media event! 
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1991 Conference Call and Opportunities _______________ ~ 
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conference 'E~fii6ition of Stuaent <Work. 

The TAGT 1991 Conference Committee 
is soliciting work from gifted and talented 
students which depicts their response to 
the theme: Search for Excellence, The 
following submissions are welcomed: 

+ Art (two dimensional: no 
larger than 11 x 14) 

+ Poetry 
+ Short Stories 

All art, photographs, etc., may be picked 
up at the end of the conference. Selected 
pieces will be displayed at the confer
ence. One of the selections will become 
the cover design for the T AGT 1991 
Conference Program, 

Criteria for selection will include: rele
vance to the topic, clarity, creativity, and 
innovative, thoughtful approaches to 
the theme. Writing may be in the child's 
handwriting or typed. Entries from all 
ages are encouraged. Only one entry per 
student will be considered. 

To submit a work, mail the piece with the 
following information: 

..... Title 

..... Name of the artist or writer 

..... Name of gifted/talented 
program in which student is 
enrolled 

..... School and school district 

..... Age and grade level 

..... Permission of the artist or 
writer and his/her parents/ 
guardians to display and/or 
reprint (with signature and 
date) 

All submissions must be postmarked on or 
before June 1, 1991 and mailed to: 

T AGT 1991 Conference 
Student ArtlWriting Contest 
Attn: Dr. Amanda Batson 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, Texas 78766-9802 

Workshop in Archeology for AAT Credit 
Sponsors: Texas Archeological Society, Time: June 8 - 11, 1991 
Texas Historical Commission and Clarksville ISO Place: Clarksville, Texas 

Workshop description: Teachers will have the opportunity to receive 32 AAT credit hours 
by attending a field school in Texas archeology. Prior approval must be obtained from the 
local district to guarantee acceptance of TEA·approved training. No previous knowledge of 
acheology is necessary. Orientation will be given Saturday, June 8. Teachers will then be 
aSSigned to field crews where they will participate in the e"cavation of a Caddoan site on the 
Red River, under the direction of professional archeologists. Afternoon sessions will address 
classroom methods, the multidisciplinary science of archeology, specific site information and 
history. Evening lectures by the Texas Historical Commission. 

Cost: Registration is $50; membership in Te"as Archeological Society is required (dues 
$15). Families and children may aucnd; special program for school age children. Camp sites 
and local motel accommodations available. 

Contact: Joan Few, 4050 Dumbarton, Houston. TX 77025 (71 3/666·3496 or 713/283-3318). 
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Call/or Articles 

Call for Articles--Spring / ssue 
GLOBAL AWARENESS 

Dawn Wieder 

Grade 11 
Texas City, TX 

This thematic issue has been prompted by quickly changing 
goo-political conditions around the world during the past 
eighteen months. If there is anything the events of the recent 
past have taught us, it is the fragile interdependence of the 
world community, the rapid pace of change and the need to 
acquire a multi-cultural perspective on world events. Surely, 
these events have implications for the way we teach Our young 
people and the experiences we provide them. 

For this edition of tempo we are looking specifically for 
articles that discuss how to incorporate geography into gifted 
curriculum to help students understand better the multi-cul
tural world in which they live. By geography. of course. we 
mean the study of the earth in its more extended sense-the 
people, terrain, culture, environment and ecology. We invite 
students' observations on this theme as well-a foreign 
living experience, an exchange student at home, a poem or il
luslration. Help us map the way to a more humane future! 

Deadline for receipt of articles is March 15, 1991. Please 
include your name, position/role, region, address and daytime 
telephone number and submit to; tempo, P. O. Box 9802 #814, 
Austin. TX 78766-9802. Your Editorial and Research Com
mittee thanks you! 

Bob Seney, Editor 
Karen Fitzgerald 

MarySeay 
Juan Solis 

Molly Yeager 

/.j:=~ 1I" tempo theme cycle 
\l ~I announced .:s--

At its quarterly meeting last month in Austin, TAGT's Editorial and 
Research Committee devised an 18 month theme cycle covering the 
next six issues of tempo, 

The purpose in announcing themes so far in advance was simply to 
facilitate planning and to help the committee solicit contributions 
with greater lead time, We encourage our readership to keep handy 
the master plan printed below. We rely on you to submit articles, 
student work and/or suggestions which you feel our readers would 
find helpful. It's been our pleasure to publish your contributions in 
the past; we hope you find our selection of themes stimulating and 
relevant. 

We are pleased to announce that tempo has reached a dislribu
tion of over 6,000 cop ies, including corresponding associations in 
aliSO states! 

Spring '!H Global Awareness 
Deadline: March 15 

Summer '9ll Literature for the Gifted 
Deadline: May 1 

Fan! '11ll Search for Excellence 
Deadline: August 1 

Winler '92 Gifted Females 
Deadline: December 1 

Spr;ng '92 Technology and Learning 
Deadline: March 15 

S",nm,er '92 Special Talents (Visual and 
Performing Arts) 
Deadline: May 1 

~-------------------------------------
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 

P.O. Box 9802 N814/Austin. Texas 78766·9802 
Medina Buildingl3445 Executive Center Drive Suit. 2521Austin. Texas 78731 

5121343-1886 

NAME ______________________________________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________ ___ 

CITyV _____________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP ______ _ 

TELEPHONE~ __ ~ ____________ fAX,~( __ ~ __________ ___ 

SCHOOL DISTRICT _____________________________________________________ __ 

( ) $151t\DIVIDUAL ) $25 FAMILV ( )$IOOPATRON ( ) $250 SPONSOR ( ) $400 L1FETI"E 

Equal Educational 0pPDrtuftititjo; for tht Gifted and Talented 

tempo WINTER 1991 23 



Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1990-91 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Executive Committee: 
Adelle McClendon, President, (713) 897-4075,Cypress Fairbanks lSD, P.O. Box 692003, HOUSlOn, TX 77269-2003 (Region IV) 
Amanda Batson, President-Elect, (512) 255-4431, Round Rock ISD. 1311 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock, TX 78681 (Region XIII) 
Bob Seney, First Vice-President, (713) 467-6921, Bendwood Campus, 12750 Kimberley, Houston, TX 77024 (Region IV) 
Ann Trull, Second Vice-President, (903) 784-6668, Paris lSD, P. O. Drawer 1159, Paris, TX 75461 
Dixie KingslOn, Third Vice-Presidenl, (512) 222-9168, 210 Third Street, San AnlOnio, TX 78205 (Region XX) 
Ann Weiss, Secretary, (713) 744-6572, Region IV Education Service Center, P.O. Box 863, HouslOn, Texas 77001 (Region IV) 
Margaret Kress, Immediate Past-President, (409) 756-7751, Conroe lSD, 702 North Tbompson, Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 
Connie McLendon, Executive Director, (512) 343-1886, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 78766-9802 (Region XIII) 

Regional Representatives 
I Ann Williams, (512) 682-3647, 106 E. Jonquil, McAllen, TX 78501 
II Ginger Hsrris, (512) 994-3664, 714 Burkshire, Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
III Debra Baros, (512) 275-8881, 405 Park Heights Drive, Cuero, TX 77954 
IV Susan Spates, (713) 920-6952,1515 Cherrybrook, Pasadena, TX 77502 
V Marianne Fiorenza, (409) 899-9972,3395 Hartison, Beaumont, TX 77706 
VI Bobbie Wedgeworth, (713) 578-6787, 90 West Stony Bridge, The WOOdlands, TX 77381 
VII Betty Strickland, (214) 984-3071, Region VII ESC, P.O. Box 1622, Kilgore, TX 75662 
VIII Suzanne Patty, (903) 784-6668, Paris lSD, P.O. Drawer 1159 ,Paris, TX 75461 
IX Vicki Boyd, (817) 538-4397. Rt. 3, Box 523AA, Wichita Falls, TX 76308 
X Donna Criswell, (214) 881-8061, Plano lSD, 1517 Ave. H, Plano, TX 75074 
Xl Ann Brock, (817) 447-5760, Rt. 5, Box 911, Burleson, TX 76028 
XII Linda Klatt, (817) 772-4412, Route #12, Box 414, Waco, TX 76712 
XIII irene HellOn, (512) 268-2141, Hays CISD, Rt. 2, Box 22, Buda, TX 76810 
XIV Charlene Randall (915) 677-2746, Abilene lSD, 3724 North 11th Street, Abilene, TX 79603 
XV Mary Seay. (915) 942-6767, San Angelo lSD, 1621 University, San Angelo, TX 76904 
XVI Janet Slaughter, (806) 435-3601, Box 621, PerrylOn, TX 79070 
XVII Mary M. Keller, (806)592-2500, Denver City lSD, 501 Mustang, Denver City, TX 79323 
XVIII Molly Yeager, (915) 336-3286, Fort StocklOn lSD, P.O. Box 1702, Fort Stockton, TX 79735 
XIX Patricia Panus, (915) 595-5712, Ysleta lSD, 9600 Sims, El Paso, TX 79925 
XX Tracy Weinberg, (512) 569-4330, Pleasanton lSD, Route #1, Box 140-X, Pleasanton, TX 78064 

Advisory Board 
Vicky Dearing, (214) 323-5872, Carrollton-Farmers Branch lSD, 1445 North Perry Road, Carrolhon, TX 75006 
Gordon Doggett, (817) 571-4536, 3136 Spring Lake, Bedford, TX 76021 
Pat Echols, (713) 376-4180, Klein lSD, 7200 Spring Cypress, Klein, TX 77379 
Karen Fitzgerald, (713) 466-4252, 16314 Tahoe Drive, Houston, TX 77040 
Susan Johnsen, (817) 7555-3111, Baylor University, School of Education, Box 97314, Waco, TX 76798 
Joyce Miller, (214) 271-6533, East Texas State University, 2625 Anita, Garland. TX 75041 
David Mitchell. (806) 592-3655, Denver City lSD, 1200 Mustang. Denver City, TX 79323 
Judge Mario E. Ramirez, Jr. c/o 332nd District Court, Hidalgo County Courthouse, Edinburg, TX 78539 
Juan Solis, (512) 381-3402, Pan American University, 1200 West University, Edinburg, TX 78539 
Ann Wink, (817) 526-4530, Killeen ISD. P.O. Box 967, Killeen, TX 76540 

Bob Seney, Editor 
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