
TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

Member, National Association for Gifted Children (NAGCl 

REGULAR FEATURES 

From The President 
Adelle McClendon 

Legislative Update 
ConniR McLendon 

Our Editorial Focus 
Bob SelWY 

2 

3 

4 

Spotlighting Parent Affiliates 15 

The Book Shelf 16 

TAGTNews 17 

University Network News 20 

Can For Articles 22 

Students' New' 23 

THEME SECTION 

Teaching Global Awareness 
Dr. Dorothy A. Sisk 5 

Geography: A Pathway to 
Global Awareness 
Dr. Byron D. Augustin 6 

Latin America: A Multicultural 
Window 
Sharon Boutwell 8 

European Travel; A Reality for 
Your GfI' Program 
Karen Phillips 9 

Gtography and the Gifted 
Carolyn Martin 10 

Study Units 11 
A Study of Asia 
Ann Rucker 

Global Quest Boxes 
Fran Awbrey 

Discover the Treasures In Our 
World - Use. Map! 
Claire C. Wilkins 14 

VOLUME XI ISSUE 2 

SPRING 1991 

Patti Boyle, Third Grade 
Frostwood School, Spring Branch ISD 



FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Adelle McClendon 

Answering Our Critics 

R cently a colleague asked me a 
series of questions which re~ 
fleeted his obvious negative 
feelings toward the gifted and 

talented. As I responded. I took a firm 
stand on what I know to be true about the 
education of the gifted. I took an equally 
firm stand against prejudices, misconcep
tions, and misinterpretations which have 
harmful effects on the gifted. Five of the 
issues I can no longer stand for follow. 

1. I will no longer stand for the misinterpretation and misuse of 
"research" as It supposedly applies to the gifted. For example. I can 
no longer stand by while llexperts" espouse that anyone grouping 
pattern is good for all students at all times-that we. indeed. want what 
is best for all students including the gifted. In other words, I will stay 
informed so that I can respond as a prepared professional. 

2. I will no longer stand for the abuse of gifted students' time to 
learn. The overuse of gifted students as peer coaches; tutors, group 
leaders. and role models takes away from the time they need to learn 
what is new and appropriate for them. In fact. I believe one of the 
reasons gifted students may not choose teaching as a profession is that 
they have been used as Iiteachers" for thirteenyearsj and thus, use their 
university time to pursue other professions! I concede that valuable 
socialization skills are learned as students work as peer coaches. I 
affirm that valuable skills are learned in cooperative groups. But when 
gifted students are always the group leaders and always the peer 
coaches and always the role models, there is a problem. Gifted students 
need time to work with their age peers, with their intellectual peers, 
and alone. I will stand up for their right to do all three. 

3. I will no longer stand for emotion-packed terms like elitism being 
used to justify why gifted students should not work together on a 
regUlar basis. In twenty or so years of working with gifted students. I 
have found that elitism rarely OCcurs in classrooms of students who are 
challenged and stimulated by students of similar academic abilities. In 
fact, gifted students who are consistently "the beefj in classrooms 
where they faoe no real challenges are much more likely to appear 
elitist. Roger Taylor reminds uS that Matt Dillon must face Annie 
Oakley. I will follow Dr. Taylor's lead in reminding people of the same. 

4. I will no longer stand forthe misconception that what Is taught In 
classrooms for the gifted must necessarily be taught to everyone. 
However. I will be the first to point to Dr. Jim Curry's letter published 
in Education Week which states that there are no gifted toye, games j or 
materialsj and consequently, that special toys, games, and materials 
that are being saved for the gifted do not a program make! I will affirm 

(SeeARESPONSE ... , p. 20) 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Connie McLendon 

Call For Action A Success 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Second reading a success! On Saturday, April 13 the' 
SBOE approved for second reading and filing authori
zation the proposed new 19 TAC Chapter 89, Adapta. 
tions for Special Populations which includes Subchapter 
C, Education Programs for Gifted and Talented Stu· 
d.nts. 

The TAGT CALL FOR ACTION in mid-March urged 
your support for keeping intact provision (d) of rule 
89.51 Student Participation. The board voted to ap
prove the rule as amended at first reading: 

Students at the kindergarten level through grade 12 
shall be identified and served. Talent pools of poten
tially gifted students may be identified to receive 
instruction designed to enhance talent and divergent 
thinking skills. 

TAGT wishes to acknowledge and thank the many, 
many parents and educators participating in the state· 
wide advocacy network for gifted and talented. Your 
immediate response to the CALL FOR ACTION urg
ing your state board member to support the rule 
requiring identification and provision of services to 
gifted children in grades K-2 was indeed effective. 
Parental concern and intervention at the community 
level is where the movement for appropriate education 
for gifted and talented students began in this state. 
Some fifteen years later you are still at the heart of this 
long-term struggle_ 

The next meeting of the SBOE will be May 9 through 
11. The g/t rules, as part of Chapter 89 on Adaplatibn 
far Special Populations, will be up for third reading 
and !Inal adoption. We are ciose, but not there yet. 

TEXAS LEGISLATURE 

Beside. school finance legislation, TAGT has been 
tracking several bills this session which merit the 
interest of the membership. First! the school finance 
update: Senate Bill 351 was passed by both hou.es of 
the legislature and signed by the governor. As a result, 
the court has stayed the il'\iunction against the flow of 
state funds to school districts until September I, 1991. 
The court has presumed the bill's constitutionality, but 
this does not rule out the possibility of further litiga
tion, There remain numerous technical and implemen
tation issues that must be dealt with at both state and 
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local levels, Some aspects of the bill with special 
interest for gifted and talented are the provisions on 
"waivers" and the increased number of school days. 
The bill transfers the power to grant waivers and 
exemption from certain state requirements and pro
hibitions to the Commissioner of Education. 

SB 351 also contains provisions for dealing with the 
"weights'! applied to funding high-cost or special
need. students. Bill language calls for an extensive 
interim study on the costs of special programs. The 
extended school year and the virtual elimination of 
days of inservice for teachers is another facet of the 
school finance bill which could impact gifted and 
talented programs. 

Since gifted and talented education is not protected 
by a national mandate, assurance of continued money 
for gifted programs rests with the state. Given the 
fiscal crisis in Texas, programs which are not pro
tected nationally are vulnerable, TAGT urges your 
continued support for funding of programs for gifted 
and talented, 

TAGT is also tracking the status of other legislation 
this session. HE 207, sponsored by Representative 
Henry Cuellar, relating to the establishment of the 
Texas Academy for Foreign Languages and Culture, 
was reported favorably from the Higher Education 
Committee on April 3. The bill now i. in the Calen
dars Committee awaiting scheduling before floor 
debate in the House. TAGT has communicated sup
port of this bill. 

SB 1162, sponsored by Senator Carl Parker, relates 
to a pilot program for ungraded mixed-age (6-10 
years old) instruction in public elementary schools. 
This bill calls for programs designed to encourage 
the use of developmentally appropriate teaching 
practices and to decrease the need for student reten
tion. This bill could have tremendous potential for 
gifted and talented children, particularly children 
with limited English proficiency, those from eco
nomically disadvantaged homes, or those from cul
turally-different backgrounds. SB 1152 was passed 
by the Senate on April 12 and i. pending in the House 
Education Committee. To check on the status of any 
bills introduced this session of the legislature, you 
may call 463-1251 if you live in the Austin area, or 
800/253-9693 from other parts of the state. You may 
also call the TAGT office at 512/343-1886. 0 
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OUR EDITORIAL FOCUS 
Bob Seney 

Surviving On Our Island, Earth 

W
·. . hen we selected Global Awareness as the 

theme for this issue over a year ago, we 
had no idea that a world event would so 
dramatically underline the importance 

of this topic. The Warin the Gulfhae brought us face 
to face with the absolute necessity of addressing 
global awareness, global issues, geography 1 environ
mental issues, and world politics in our classrooms, 
Since our gifted students will play important leader
ship roles in the future, it is vital that we prepare 
these students to be active and informed partici
pants in local, regional, national, and international 
arenas. This issue of tempo features articles by two 
nationally recognized Texas educators, who address 
the importance of stimulating global awareness in 
the classroom for the gifted learner. 

Dr. Dorothy Slsk, Lamar University, outlines the 
importance and necessity offuture studies in Global 
Awareness in her article, j'Global Awareness: A 
Unif'ying Concept for Curriculum for the Gifted and 
Talented." She points out that the rapid changes in 
technology and in the international social and politi
cal orders demand that we place a curricular empha
sis on "the: need to effect changes in students! atti
tudes or orientation toward the futur@.71 She shares 
with us some "principles" which can help us to help 
our gifted learners take responsibility for moving 
society toward a more positive global awareness. 

Dr. Byron D. Augustin, Southwest Texas State Uni
versity! in his article! "Geography: A Pathway to 
Global Awarenesst emphasizes the important role 
that geography plays in preparing students "to un
derstand the concept of a totally integrated commu
nity that reaches beyond country and region." His 
article provides us with some important and practi
cal ways that teachers, students, and parents "can 
work together to meet the challenge of improving 
global awareness.» 

In other articles by Texas teachers of the gifted, we 
are given some positive ways to address global aware
ness in the classroom and SOme helpful guidelines 
for doing so. 

During the past few weeks, I have been reminded 
again and again of the uniqueness of gifted learners. 
My office is next to the third grade area of our Center 
for the Gifted and Talented. This gives me the 
opportunity regularly to interact with our students 

and/or to eavesdrop on their conversations. During 
the crisis in the Persian Gulf, I was truly amazed to 
listen to the informed conversations of these third 
graders. The extent of their concern for individuals, 
for members of the armed forces; for people in the 
area, and for international peace were expressed in 
terms that were truly unique. Remember your lists 
of characteristics of the gifted learner? iiAn unusual 
awareness and sensitivity to th@worldaroundthem, 
an unusual amount of knowledge and information, 
and an ability (indeed a tendency!) to take leader
ship role.: (To list only a few.) Within the past few 
weeks, I have seen our gifted students exhibit and 
act out these characteristics in reference to Global 
awareness and the Per
sian Gulf War. 

Upon learning that his 
father was to be sent to 
Saudi Arabia to join our 
military forces there, one 
of our gifted fourth grad

Not Juat c=lnoth8r neat thing to study 

Q (j) 

"0 :J 
&-iL AWf",'f-..<V"'<' 

ers organized a military dependents' support group 
at his home school before his father had left home. 
Many of our students have taken part in writing 
letters to armed forces personnel. Maps of the area 
have been posted and discussed in great detail. One 
of OUf fifth graders; Matt, expressed another concern 
which stemmed from his archaeological research 
project. He did express his concern about the war and 
the peoples ofthe area, but he also expressed another 
concern for the potential loss and destruction of both 
explored and unexplored archaeological sites. (Did 
you remember that Ur is located in southern Iraq?) 
"If these sites are destroyed by the war, we will have 
lost the chance to know more about civilization.lfwe 
do not learn about the growth of civilization! how are 
we gOing to know where we come from and where we 
are going?'" Mates insight and his concern teaches U8 

the importance of addressing Global Awareness. It is 
our responsibility to our students to stimulate their 
natural curiosity, to nurture their sensitivity, to 
enhance their leadership capabilities! and to build 
their communication skills in order for them to be 
prepared to lead our world into a more secure place, 
environmentally and politically. Global Awareness 
is not just a "neat" thing for our students to study. It 
may very well be the area of study which will provide 
solutions to world concerns and problems that will 
enable the human race to survive on our island, 
Earth. CJ 
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Teaching Global Awareness 
As a Unifying Curriculum Conceptfor the Gifted and Talented 

Dr. Dorothy A. Sisk, 
Lam.a.r University 

There is a growing interest 
in Global Awar@nessstudies,commonlyreferredtoa.s 
futuristics, futurism! futurology, global studies fore
casting, and futures research. This interest is attribut
able to the futurist, Alvin Toffler, who offered one of the 
first courses in global awareness in 1966. In his book, 
Future Shock and Learning For Tomorrow, Tomer has 
inspired teachers from elementary to graduate school 
to develop courses on global awareness. 

For Toffler and others, the major argument for putting 
emphasis on global awareness focuses on rapid social 
and technological change. Helping students adapt to 
and cope with change requires that students learn 
about the futuro and the habit of anticipating change. 
This theme is echoed by futurists and educators, and 
whether they emphasize knowledge explosion, the 
critical world problems, the need for long-range plan
ning, or the importance of liglobal thinking/' the need 
to effect changes in students' attitudes or orientation 
toward the future is universally emphasized. 

Schools maintain a past-to-present orientation in most 
subject matter areas, yet Global Awareness studies 
offer a remedy for the discontinuity between the con
tent and the demands of the "school world" and the 
current and anticipated demands of the "real world." 
Gifted students often question the relevance of what 
they learn in school and fail to see the relationship 
between what they learn and what they will do when 
school is completed. From a student perspective, global 
awareness studies can provide a means to equip stu
dents with a futuro-focused role image. This image 
includes a notion of what the world might belike, the 
changes that might occur, and the personal changes 
required to adapt to these possiblo futures. One ap
proach to global awareness education would include: 
• Focusing on student images of the future. 
• Relating subject matter to future needs of students. 
• Providing time for curriculum, including different 
subjects according to their relevance to the students' 
futures and, providing flexibility for individual differ" 
ences in interests and abilities. 
• Presenting interdisciplinary content, emphasizing 
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similarities of aU living and social systems. 
• Providing a learning environment to stimulate 
creativity, self-motivated learning, and self-discov
ery. 
• Emphasizing skills over knowledge, helping stu
dents learn "sciencing" as well as science and fore
casting as well as forecasts-in short; thinking as 
well as facts. 

Common Threads In Global Awareness 

Two common threads found in global awareness 
studies prog.rams are: (1) a focus on alternative 
futures and (2) an understanding of forecasts and 
forecasting. An analysis of these assumptions pro
vides the following generalizations: 

• The future which actually occurs will be deter
mined partiy by history and physical reality, partly 
by chance, and partly by human choice. The relation
ships among these factors will vary according to the 
amount of time one has to look ahead and the nature 
of the choices. 
• At any given moment; there exists a range of 
alternative futures which might come about. History 
and physical reality determine the futures in the 
range; and chance and human choice determine 
which possible future will actually happen. 
• The purpose of global awareness is not to predict 
the future, but rather to improve the understanding 
of the range of alternative futures and tho role that 
chance and deliberate choice play in either achieving 
or avoiding any particular future. 

To the futurist, "the future" is potentiality. Knowl
edge about the future is seen as knowledge about 
what is possible, rather than knowledge about what 
is certain. Strong, creative leadership is needed 
among gifted students to help shift the focus away 
from a negative future image toward a more positive 
future image. 

(See SISK, p_ 12) 

Ed. note: Global Awa",ne88 logo was de8igned by 
Dawn Wieder, Grade 11, Texa8 City. 
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Geography: A Pathway 
Dr. Byron D. Augustin, 
Department of Geography and Planning, Southwest Texas State Uni~ersity 

ar in the gulfl Recently it has become 
impossible to close your eyes and 
think about world events without 
conjuring up an image of these bold 
letters tattooed across the inner re
cesses of your mind. Then, those 
words explode into a visual recollec

tion of silhouetted tanks moving across a desert 
landscape, smart bombs with computer maps oblit· 
erating Iraqi military targets, and Scud missiles 
threatening the welfare of coalition troops as well as 
Israeli and Saudi Arabian civilians. Mosques, 
Bedouins, Mohammed, Baghdad, and SCOres orother 
vocabulary words from a place half a world away 
have flooded our daily thoughts. Maps saturated the 
media and specialists analyzed places and people, 
their interaction, and their impact on the environ
ment. Suddenly, the comprehension of geography 
and the skills it teaches become a real·lifelesson and 
one which requires our daily attention. I can think of 
no other time in recent history when a special issue 
on global awareness and the discussion ofthe impor
tance of geography in the curriculum of gifted and 
talented students would be more appropriate. 

Currently, there is a renaissance taking place in the 
educational curriculum ofhoth Texas and the nation. 
Geography is back! Long considered an integral part 
of the social studies curriculum, geography had al
most disappeared from the secondary schools of 
America and the subject was receiving far too little 
attention in the elementary schools. As A. David Hill 
pointed out in a special issue of the Bulletin of the 
NationalAsSDciation of Secondary School Principals, 
"Geography continued its virtual absence from the 
secondary curriculum from the mid-195Gs well into 
the 1980s. Indeed, in the 20·year period to 1975, 
geography was not required as a separate subject in 
any state." (Hill, 1989)This was in contrast to the role 
of geography during the 1940s when it was taught as 
a separate subject in almost all U.S. high schools. 

There have been many attempts to explain the 
unfortunate decline of geography. In reality, there is 
probably no single explanation for its slip into obscu· 
rity, However, several contributing factors have 
been identified by Joseph Stoltman, a nationally 
recognized geographic educator: (Stoltman, 1989) 

1, The curriculum was becoming too crowded, andit 

was necessary to eliminate some subjects or consoli
date them into social studies. 
2. There were too few qualified geography teachers, 
3. Better geography textbooks were ne.ded. 
4, Elementary schools were not preparing students 
to study geography as a secondary school subject. 
5. Few school administrators understood the im
portance of or were knowledgeable about geography. 
6, Geography was no longer a requirement for col
lege admission, 

Thirty years of de· emphasizing geography as a sub
ject in American schools took its toll, By the late 
1970s, many U,S. citizens were, by several mea
sures, geographically illiterate, Horror stories ofthe 

A nation of geographic 
illiterates is a civilization 
on the road to decline. 

depth of this geographic illiteracy began to surface 
nationwide. A Gallup Poll commissioned by Gilbert 
Grosvenor of the National Geographic Society pro
duced startling results. Seventy-five percent of the 
Americans polled could not find the Persian Gulf on 
a world map. (National Geographic Society, 1978) 
Two·thirds of the poll participants did not know the 
location of Vietnam even though 50,000 Americans 
had died there. Almost one-half of this group did not 
know that apartheid was the official government 
policy in the Republic of South Africa, Yet, the most 
startling result of the poll was the realization that 
Americans between the ages of 18-24 were more 
geographically ignorant than any other similar age 
group in the nine separate countries polled. 

In Te~as our students did not fare much better. In 
1987 a CBS affiliate in Dallas tested 512 Dallas high 

. school seniors; twenty percent incorrectly located 
the United States on a world outline map. Thirty
five percent could not name Mexico as the country 
south of the United States; and sixty-five percent 
could not name three countries in Mrica. (National 
Geographic SOCiety, 1978) 
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To Global Awareness 

Professional geographers knew that 
American citiz@ns had an inadequate 
comprehension of geography; yet the 
public was not ready to admit this fail· 
ure. According to Salvatore Natoli, "the 
critical catalyst that encouraged posi
tive action to rectify the situation was 
President Jimmy Carter's Commission 
on Foreign Language and International 
Studies." (Natoli, 1988). This 1979 re
port pointed out that American efforts 
in international education were inad
equate and that foreign policy, trade, 
and relations might be jeopardized un· 
less the nation addressed those defi· 
ciencies. 

The time for action had arrived, Profes
sional geographers decided to develop a 
curriculum guide to stimulate the 
reintroduction of geography into the 
classroom. In 1984 the Guidelines for 
Geographic Education: Elermmtary and 
Secondary School8 was released na
tionally. (AAG & NCGE, 1984) This 
document is a widely accepted state· 
ment clarifying the essentials of geog
raphy for the school curriculum. lilt has 
been instrumental in making absolutely 
clear the fact that geography is not 
mere place names---capitals; countries, 
and rivers-but rather the whole sci
ence of the significance of location," 
(Hill, 1989) 

The.e guidelines focus on the five fun· 
damental themes listed below. These 
themes provide a structure for the de
velopmentofcumculwn, materials, and 
teacher training programs. 

Fundamental Themes In Geography 

1. Location: Position on the Earthls 
Surface 
2. Place: Physical and Human Char
acteristics 
3. Relationships within Places: Hu· 
mans and Environments 
4. Movements: Humans Interacting 
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on the Earth 
5. Regions: How They Form and 
Change 

Rapidly growing national interest in 
geography brought the movement to 
Texas where it gained support as a. criti
cal need in the schools. House Bill 246 
mandated essential elements of geogra
phy in the K·8 curriculum, a geography 
element in all secondary level history 
classes, and world geography as an al
ternative graduation credit to world his~ 
tory. (Texas Education Agency, 1985) 

In 1989 Texas House Concurrent Reso
lution 237 stated that, "the Legislature 
directs the State Board of Education to 
review the curricula and elements of 
courses in the teaching of geography in 
prekindergarten through grade 12 and 
to promulgate rules for the teaching of 
geography to ensure that students are 
knowledgeable on the subject." (White, 
1990) Along with these legislative ac
tions has come a grassroots movement 
which has allied university and college 
professors with elementary and second
ary school teachers. This cooperative 
program is administered by the Texas 
Alliance for Geographic Education. 

The Texas Alliance for Geographic Edu
cation has a membership of more than 
3,000 and is supported by grants from 
the National Geographic Society, The 
Texas Education Agency, and several 
private foundations and corporations. 
The key part of the alliance program is a 
series of summer teacher training insti
tutes held in different locations in Texas. 
In these institutes, geographylsocialstud. 
ies teachers participate in an intensive 
three-week training period. They attend 
content lectures, practice inservice 
teacher training methods, participate in 
field trips, and develop classroom lesson 
plans. Participating teachers also receive 
a variety of geographic material. that 
assist them in strengthening their teach-

ing of geography. Membership in the 
Texas Alliance for Geographic Educa· 
tion is free and includes SUbscriptions to 
the alliance newsletter and Update, a 
semi-annul publication of the National 
Geographic Society. 

Those of you who teach in the gifted and 
talented programs of Texas school. have 
a very special challenge. Many of your 
students will be the local, state, and 
national leaders of the next generation. 
These students must be prepared to un· 
derstand the concept of a totally inte
grated community that reaches beyond 
country and region. You must help your 
students learn to use geographic data 
and concepts for a better understanding 
oftheworld around them. (Marran, 1989) 
We must take a page from the history 
books and learn that a nation of geo
graphic illiterates is a civilization on the 
road to decline. Arm your students with 
geographic concepts and skills so that 
they are not susceptible to the type of 
geographic ignorance that the previous 
generation grew up with. It is a battle 
worilijoining) and in addition, the study 
of geography is both interesting and fun. 

There are a number of ways that teach· 
ers, students) and parents can work to
gether to meet the challenge ofimprov
ing global awareness. 

SuggeStions For Teachers 

1. Join the Texas Alliane .. for Geographic 
Education (membership is free) by re
questing an application blank from Ri
chard G. Boehm, Co-ordinator, Texas 
Alliance for Geographic Education, 
Southwest Texas State University, San 
Marcos, TX 78666. Consider partiCipat
ing in a summer institute to improve 
your ability to teach geographic skills 
and concepts. 

(See AUGUSTIN, p. 12) 
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Latin America: 
A Multicultural Window 
Sharon Boutwell 
Spring Oak. Junior High, Spring Branch lSD, Houston 

atin America provides an excellent 
and timely subjectforteach
ing students about the 
multicultural world they 
live in, Spring Branch ISD 
cutren tly requires the teach
ing of Latin America during 

the first six weeks of the seventh grade. 
The region provides an ideal forum for 
studying the concepts of culture and inter
dependence. The unit affords student, an 
opportunity to convert terms like 
"multicultural" and "ethnic diversity" into 
meaningful concepts. These concepts will 
continue to emerge into the next century 
as key leadership issues underlying fu
ture growth and enhancement of not only 
the students' local community but also 
their state and world. 

Additionally, utilizing this approach de
velope an understanding of what each cul
ture can bring to the community that makes 
the sum of the whole much greater than 
the collective parts-a melting pot rather 
than a mosaic. Through self-discovery, stu
dents access the basic culture-specific per
ceptions and beliefs within themselves, 
their local community, their state, and 
their world----essential elements of the pro
cess of acculturation and global harmony. 

With a knowledge base provided from the 
text, Introduction to the Social SCiences, 
by John Hay Bonsting], students first ex· 

\~. I \\ 
lA 
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plore the Bocial sciences: history, geogra
phy, economics, political science, anthro
pology, sociology, andpaychoiogy. Through 
their course of study, students consider the 
relationship people have to their environ
ment and to what extent internal and ex
ternal forces influence their decision-mak
ing. Students also look at Abraham 
Maslow!s hierarchy of basic needs and ita 
implications for decision-making. Using 
Latin America as a springboard j students 
examine the following areas: 1) ecology
deforeatation j pollution, balance of nature, 
and ecosystems; 2) the people-students 
focus their research on anthropology, geog~ 
raphy, and the economics of a particular 
country as well as the region as a whole; 
and 3) the concepts of prejudice and 
stereotype, 

At the unit's start, students brainstorm 
"Why is it appropriate to study Latin 
America?" and reassess their opinions of 
the people and geography ofth. region. At 
the study's conclusion l students reexamine 
these assessments for the !'whi' of their 
thinking: What influenced them to think 
this way? What observations or conclu
sions can they draw from the analysis? 

Utilizing cooperative learning, students dis
cover the meaning of Firat, Second, Third, 
and Fourth World Nations by participating 
in a simulation based on the distribution of 
natural resources. Through thia simula
tion students discover the interrelationship 
between America's economy and Latin 
America'$, They also realize the human 
feelings behind being, in their worda i'ripped 
off' when other nations are only interested 
in the resources of the country rather than 
helping the country move beyondjustmeet
ing ita basic needs. In fact, students re

cently wrote letters to President Bush, 
with copies sent to Senators Bentsen 

and Gramm and to Congressman Bm 
Archer, expressing their insight into 

the meaning ofinterdependence and _

'::::~~~~~~~~ making suggestions about the role 
America should play in global af-
fairs. 
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This course of study easily allows for in
clusion of research, critical thinking; and 
problem-solving skills. Additionally, the 
relevance ofthe material goes beyond the 
cognitive to include the affective domain 
as well. Through exposure to a variety of 
literature concerning prejudice, students 
come to discover how their own biases 
have influenced their decision~rnaking. 
They come to realize that there is little 
place in our global society for ethnocen
trism; they come to see that no decision is 
made in isolation, Further, On a more 
personal level, they COrne to an under
standing of what it means to be "gifted and 
talented" and develop ways to cope with 
the prejudice and stereotypes associated 
with the term. One especially moving 
story used for this purpose is "The Scarlet 
Ibis" by James Hurst. This story is about 
the prejudice an older brother has toward 
his younger brother!s handicap, leading 
students to conclude that prejudice can 
cause harm and injury, 

While my initial content base is Latin 
America! I do carry the learning through
out the Texas History course as well. For 
instance, students relate the multicultural 
understanding they have gained by ex
ploring the relationship of the Indians and 
the Spanish during mission life in Texas. 
They explore the Anglo, Mexican, and 
Indian viewpoints and the attitudes held 
by each group toward the others. They 
look at the cultural influences various 
ethnic groups had on Texas' heritage and 
speculate how Texas might be today with
out these influence, Later, I extend these 
concepts into eighth grade as we look at 
the theme of conflict and resolution. 

These are a few ofthe ways I use the social 
sciences to help students explore the glo
bal society in which we live. Through this 
approach we gain valuable insights into a 
multicultural world that directly influences 
who we are and what our roles might be in 
this global village in which We live. IJ 
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GLOBAL 

European Travel: 
A Reality For Your G/T Program 
Karen Phillips 
Westwood HS, Round Rock ISD 

he slides begin to flash on 
the screen, somehow big~ 
ger than life-shots of the 
Forum, the Coliseum, the 
Appian Way, the Cata
combs. But wait! Can this 
be possible? Do I dare be

lieve my eyes? Is Brian really looking at 
the screen? Oh no, this is too much! 
Brian has raised his hand! He wants to 
ask a question! 

Trying to sound calm, in my best teacher 
voice, I say, ilYes, Brian?,' 

"Mrs, Phillips/' he inquires, lIhave you 
really been to all these places? Will you 
really take us with you this summer?" 

Here at last is Hunter's teachable mo
ment-that moment when I can finally 
reach that unreachable student, break 
down the barriers that have been there 
for weeks, cause downcast eyes to look 
up, and shoulders humped over the desk 
to straighten. The fact that Brian was 
gifted had never been the issue. The 
issue had been how to get him to use his 
giftedness. Now I had my chance. 

I would never presume to tell anyone 
that my European travel as a student 
sponsor evokes this kind of uplifting re
sponse in all of my g/t students, whether 
at-risk or not. But I CAN say that it has 
opened many doors in my English class
room that otherwise would have re
mained closed. How wonderful to de
scribe Canterbury Cathedral for my stu
dents from first-hand experience and to 
share that experience visually through 
my personal slides. Or even better, ex
perience the moment together as stu
dent and teacher traverse the continent. 

E.D.Hirsch, Jr' j has issued a vehement 
plea for cultural literacy in this country, 
and educational travel is one answer to 
that call. As students discover different 
cultures, viewpoints, and customs, they 
begin to realize that the American way 
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of life is not TIght or wrong, but simply 
different from other ways of life-that 
cultural study in a foreign country is 
more than another classroom assign7,~. : ... 
rnent. For sponsors, observing this .. 
period of growth and discovery in 
students constitutes a major 
highlight in a teacher's career 
and perhaps the greatest re

'f) ',-" 
O.K., you're probably saying 1 ~ 
''I'm convinced that European J 
travel will greatly enhance my -', ,. 
life and that ofmy students, but 

ward. 

what an impossible dream for 
me," Wrong! Your dream can come true 
by following a few easy steps. 

The most important decision any poten
tial student sponsor makes is the choice 
of travel agent or company since there 
are numerous differences among the 
various organizations. During my ten 
years as a sponsor I have resea.rched 
and worked with several companies, 
and I am prepared to make the follow
ing suggestions: 

1. Choose a company based in the 
United States that offers a tol/-free num
ber. You will need to be in constant 
contact with your agent; therefore, this 
factor is a must. Avoid the use of small, 
private agencies. 

2. Study aI/Insurance benefits offered by 
II company for both students and sponsors. 
Consider the following factors: 

a. The amount of liability insurance 
offered to the sponsor individually and to 
the school district. Does the amount in
volve a flat rate or is it based on the 
number of students per incident? 

b. Does the company offer cancellation 
insurance? Cancellations can be a tre
mendous problem for the sponsor, espe
ciallyin dealing with irate parents who no 
longer want little Johnny to participate. 

c. What kind of on-the-spot benefits 
are offered-for example, incidents in-

volving emergency returns to the States, 
acts of terrorism, lost passports and vi~ 
sas, lost airline tickets, medical emeT
·gencies? Be aware that family medical 
insurance policies are in effect in Eu
rope, but be sure that students bring 
proof of insurability with them. 

d. Lastly, but most important, choose 
a company that has an adequate insur
ance policy included in the price of the 
trip. That way the sponsor is assured 
that all of the participants carry ad
equate coverage. Every sponsor must in 
all honesty ask, "Am I willing to assume 
responsibility for the lives and safety of 
minor students abroad?" Making sure 
that both sponsors and students carry 
insurance coverage is the best way to 
minimize this concern. From my per
sonal experience I have found that com
panies USing Access America insurance 
policies offer the best coverage. 

3. Select three similar Itineraries from 
the catalogs of three different companies. 
Do comparison shopping in terms of what 
the total price of each trip include •. Con
sider the following areas: 

a. Flight arrangements. Use compa
niBS that utilize commercial airlines; 
avoid charter flights. 

b. Hotel accommodations. Student 
trips can include quality hotels at a 

(See PHILLIPS, p. 13) 
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Geography and the Gifted 
Carolyn Martin 
Region VII LEAP Center, Kilgore 

" For the United States to cope 
successfully with its awn domes
tic problems and to participate 
effectively in world affairs, ite 
leaders and citizens must have a 
coherent understa.nding of the 
earth's regions and peoples. In 
the United States, most educa
tions.l programs today have 
failed utterly to provide such a 
structured knowledge of the 
world. To counteract the pre
vailing geographical illiteracy, 
major changes need to be made 
in pre-college programs and in 
technical and professional train
ing"," 

-The Geography in Liberal Edu
cation Project Report, 1965 

This statement made over twenty years 
ago and quoted in Guidelines for Geo
graphic Education is still true today. In 
our complex world, global understanding 
is imperative in order to work effectively 
with other peoples and societies on eco
nomic, political, and environmental prob
lems. Yet our students perform miserably 
in this area when compared with stu
dents in other industrialized nations, 

In 1983, the Dallas Times Herald admin
istered tests in geography, science, and 
math to twelve year olds in eight highly 
industrialized nations_ American students 
ranked fourth in their knowledge of geog
raphy. (Guidelines for Geographic Edu
cation, 1984) A January 1987 study by 
WNEV in Boston and CBS affiliates in 
seven cities found that sixty-three: per
cent of Minneapolis-St.Paul high school 
seniors could not name the seven conti
nents, twenty-five percent of Dallas se
niors could not identify Mexico as the 
country that horders the United States on 
the south, and fifty-eigbt percent of Dal
las seniors were unable to name Vietnam 
as the Southeast Asian country from which 
the United States withdrew in 1975. 
(Teaching Geography, 1988) In a time 
when events occurring in Tokyo! Berlin, 
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or Rijadh affect the daily lives of Ameri
cans, it is inexcusable for uS to be so 
globally illiterate. 

In 1985, alarmed at American student.' 
lack of geographic knowledge. Gilbert M. 
Grosvenor, President and Chairman of 
tbe National Geographic Society, launcbed 
the Geography Education Program. This 
program included teacher training and 
support, innovative educational technolo
gies; and public~awareness activities. 
State geographic alliances were initiated 
in over twenty states_ The state alliances 
sponsor geography institutes, curriculum 
conferences, and workshops to help all 
teachers improve geography teaching 
methods and materials_ They also make 
resource materials available for inter
ested teachers. 

How does all this Impact gIfted currIcu
lum? Our gifted students will take lead
ership roles in solving Borne of the com
plex global problems our world faces. They 
will develop new technologies to address 
global concerns and make enviromnen
tal, economic, and political decisions that 
will affect the entire planet. 

How csn geography help prepare these 
students for the future? Teaching Geog
raphy, published by the National Geo
graphic Society lists five ways: 

1. Geography helps us understand the 
variety of physical and cultural charac
teristics that shape our world, 
2. Geography helps us manage the re
sources we use and depend on in order to 
improve our world, 
3. Geography helps us understand dif-
ferent cultures. 
4, Geography is a useful tool in many 
careers, 
5_ Geograpbic knowledge is vital in a 
time when environmental decisions and 
developing technologies can affect the 
welfare of the entire planet. 

Whe .... does B teacher belin? One way 
is by becoming a member of the Texas 

Alliance for Geographic Education. The 
Alliance is a partnership between univer
sity faculty and public school teachers 
who are dedicated to improving geographic 
education in Our schools, The Texas Alli
ance promotes geographic education 
through workshops! inservic.e teacher 
training! summer institutes! curriculum 
conferences! newsletters, and the devel
opment and distribution of curriculum 
materials. !.Ed. note: See Dr. Augustin's 
article for this organization's address.) 

A second way is by incorporating into 
gifted curriculum the five themes of ge
ography, published in 1984 in a booklet by 
the Joint Committee on Geographic Edu
cation of the National Council for Geo
graphic Educations and the Association 
of American Geographers, entitled Guide
lines for Geographic Education. !.Ed. Note: 
See Dr. Augustin's article for the five 
fundamental themes in geography.) Us
ing these five themes, geography can be 
integrated into every area of the curricu~ 
lum, especially gifted education. These 
themes are easily incorporated into 
higher-level thinking activities, 

Gilbert M. Grosvenor sums up the impor
tance of geography in this statement: lIWe 
are a nation of people with worldwide 
responsibilities and involvements, a na
tion whose global influence demands an 
understanding of other lands and cul
tures, Yet we: remain ignorant of the world 
in which we function." (Teaching Geogra.
phy, 1988) We in gifted education must 
take up the challenge. In our care are the 
leaders and problem-solvers oftomorrow.O 

Works cit~d: 
Geography in Liberall'l:duClItion Pruject Report, Association 
(If Al'!'letic~1'I Geographers, Qeog/'aphy ill Un.dergraduate Lib· 
eral Educatioll, Wal!lhil'lgWl'I, D.C., 1965, p.1. 

Guideline!1 {Qr ~r:¥Jrt1.phic EdUcation, Elemen.tary and Sec· 
ondary SCMols, Joint Comrt'li~~ee 1)1'1 Oeagraphic Education of 
the National Council for Geographic Ed"~~i(ll'l jl:l'ld the 
&;sociatJul'l (If American Geographers. 1984. 

~Iit!hin,g Geography, A Model for Actioll, Wal!lhinjtul'l, D.C.: 
National Ge~phlc Society, 1988. p.l0. 
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STUDY UNITS: Global RelationShiPS~~~~] 
Elementary Extended Learning Program 
North East ISD j San Antonio 

A Study of Asia 
Ann Rucker 
Woodstone Elementary 

Goal: 
Students have been appointed Double 
Secret Agents in Asia for this term. They 
will research two countries somewhere 
in Asia and find out at least five beliefs 
or situations that exist in each of these 
countries that could be points of dis· 
agreement or points of agreement be
tween these two countries. 

Objective: 
To understand some of Asia!s cultures, 
customs, and beliefs so that students 
can better understand the intercultural 
relationships and how they influence 
world peace. 

Procedure: 
1. Using the map, draw and color the 
countries of Asia, indicating their capi" 
tals and highlighting the two countries 
of your choice_ 
2. Research at least five facts about 
each ofthe countries that could be points 
of conflict or of understanding between 
these two countries. 
3. Relate to the class the findings of 
your Double Secret Agent search, point
ing out the differences and similarities 
between the two cultures. 
4. Write a persuasive article that 
would convince these countries that they 
could avoid war and remain allies, 

Additional Assignments: 
1. Research at least five kinds of money 
from different cultures. Whatis the value 
of each compared to the U.S. dollar? 
2. What are the areas of pollution con
cern in the countries that you have re
searched? 
3, What kinds of communication are 
used in the countries of your choice? 
What evidence did you find about 
them? 0 

A CONFERENCE FOR 
PARENTS! 

Prescription for Success: 
Parenting Gifted Children 

August 10 In Austin. 
See page 19 
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Global Quest Boxes 
Fran Awbrey 
Redland Oaks Elementary 

Code messages l obscure clues, and in~ 
triguing objects were just some of the 
mystery-laden items placed in Global 
Quest Boxes this year in North East 
ISD. Following the unit theme of Global 
RelationshipSI students selected coun
tries to researcb and then extrapolated 
the information into a variety of dues 
that represented the basic structure of 
the country, The clues were placed in 
special boltes and sent to other schools, 
where those ELP/Gifted classes deci
phered the contents to discover the iden
tity of the country. From the critical and 
creative construction to the analytical 
thinking needed to .xpose the country's 
identity, students were challenged to 
use a variety of resources for this excit
ing and educational global activity. 

Student interest was extremely high, 
and the exchange of Quest Boxes height
ened the enthusiasm of all students and 
promoted a sense of district-wide "to_ 
getherness. >I What an interesting way to 
have learned about the cultures of many 
cOWltriest 

Goal: 
To provide a unique way of exciting 
students to learn and understand how 
world cultures differl how environment 
influences the lives ofpeople t how tradi
tion survives I and how changes affect 
the livelihood of people in this world. 

Objectives: 
• To challenge students in developing 
their critical thinking skills as they re
search the cultures of a country. 
• To extend students' analytical think
ing in a manner that w:ill enable stu
dents to express themselves creatively . 
.. To increase studentsl ability to com
municate in a mOre concise manner as 
they express their ideas in fonnulating a 
newspaper. 

Procedure: 
I. Select countries (potluck draw, as
signed, or student choice). 
2. Research selected countries within 

the framework of Basic Activities of Man 
(Sloan and R. Taylor's Modell. Students 
will collect information of interest that 
is pertinent to the specific country, e.g'! 
geographical features j customs, 
3. Convert information obtained 
through research into clues using differ
ent formats l e.g' l codes l puzzles l objects l 

news articles l wordleSI etc, 
4. (A special addition to the Global 
Quest Boxes) Compose an informative 
newsletter about the countries relating 
topics pertinent to the country without 
giving away the countris name, Topics 
include such areas as sports l weather t 

and economics, 
5. Select boxes (about shoe box size) 
and decorate with global designs. 
6. Include directions in the box for the 
students who are to decipher the clues 
(see below). 
7. Send the boxes filled with clues to 
another school in the district where the 
ELP class deciphers the contents to dis
cover the identity of the country. 

Students receiving the boxes investigate 
the clues l keeping notes on each, Mer 
completing a full inVestigation and indi
cating the identity of the country repre
sented by the clues, the students check 
the answer fouod in an envelope included 
in the box. An evaluation form is com
pleted by the investigators to provide feed
back to the originators of the box. 

Directions included in the box: In this 
box you will find clues that will lead you 
on an intriguing expedition to faraway 
lands. Examine each clue in the box to 
deduce the name of the country. Clues 
cover vital information about the coun
try such as language t moneYI food l 

exports l customs l cl'ops1landfonns l natu
ral resources 1 etc. 

In envelope #1 are additional clues if you 
are having a tough time and want some 
additional help. In envelope #2 is the 
answer to the clues. In envelope #3 is an 
evaluation form that the designer of the 
project would like you to fill out. 0 
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SISK 
(continued from p. 5) 

Recently at a People to People seminar 
in Novosibirsk, I was struck by the com
ments of Dr. Yuryi Masharow, a physi
cist at Academe-Gorodok1 who reiter
ated that images of reality and visions of 
the future determine: priorities, and as 
we see the future, we act, and as we act, 
so we become. He suggested that educa
tors can bring about desirable changes, 
particularly when they help gifted stu" 
dents identify new directions and assist 
them in achieving them. 

New Directions That Alleet Us Globally 

• Risingunemploymentrates-This pro
vides an opportunity to develop social 
systems for meaningful work and ad
equate economic support. 
• Rapidly growing medical costs; com
bined with growing knowledge of how to 
stay healthy-This provides an oppor
tunity to enhance personal well-being 
through changes in life style. 
• Environmental stress and limited 
physical resources, coupled with climatic 
shifts-this provides the opportunity to 
concentrate on improving the quality of 
life through cooperation with natural 
systems. 
• Nuclear weaponry, and the growing 
global revulsion against the possibility 
of total destruction-this provides the 
opportunity to move beyond war as a 
means of settling international disputes. 

Each crisis that is faced is a problem and 
a hope. a challenge and an opportunity. 
UNESCO adopted a "Recommendation 
Concerning Education for International 
Understanding, Cooperation and Peace 
and Education Relating to Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms." Section 
VII outlines the following goals: 

• appreciate the fundamental unity of 
mankind; to instill in others an appre
ciation of the riches of diverse cultures. 
• acquire a basic interdisciplinary knowl
edge of world problems and problems of 
international cooperation, and how to 
work at solving them. 
• take active part in devising interna
tional education programs, educational 
equipment and materials. 
• develop aptitudes and skills to con
tinue their training; expedenc@ teamn 

work and interdisciplinary studies l and 
knowledge of group dynamics. 

These goals can be a vital part of plan-
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ning and developing a global awareness 
program for school districts. 

A Scenario' Schools for the Future 

Many of the UNESCO goals may not 
sound fundamentally new, but the way 
that we reach them can be. A school of 
the future can be a combination of com
munity center, librarYI and telecommu
nications center. These learning cen
ters, open to all ages, would be used 
year-round. They could involve the old 
teaching the young and the young teach
ing the old. 

These learning centers could also be 
lifelong training and retraining centers. 
Educators in this setting would find 
their jobs evolving from "infonnation 
providee' to helping learners assess 
present skills and abilities, designing 
appropriate individuaVgroup learning 
activities, and assisting in finding ap
propriate learning aids; books, comput
ers, laboratories, or museums-much of 
what a gifted program attempts to do in 
todais schools. 

The core of the global awareness cur
riculum will be learning to communi
cate in many ways and using many "lan
guages l " ranging from science to dance, 
from English to Hopi, from computers to 
painting, with themostimportantknowl
edge being knowledge of thinking skills, 
creativitYI and how to learn_ This new 
educational style will be cooperative. 
Whether we work in business or govern
ment l as a volunteer or in the military, 
we are seeing that we must work to
gether and the fundamental question is 
how well do people cooperate rather than 
compete? 

What We Can Do In Texas 

Fundamental change begins at the per
sonal level. As we face a problem, we 
need to glimpse the future and act-if 
we believe that change is possible. 
Change is possible and you and I are the 
vehicle. The first thing we can do is to 
realize that we can act, then adopt a 
fresh look at the patterns in our life and 
begin to model small changes. We can 
commit ourselves to teach gifted chil
dren new global awareness skills, and 
we can continue to get together with, 
others to share this common concern 
and to use the many "tools" available to 
us_ By strengthening our networks of 
friends and colleagues in Texas and 

abroad, we can truly be involved in bring
ing about global change. In doing these 
things, we will discover that the visible, 
apparent breakdown in today;s society 
can also be an extraordinary opportu
nity for new directions and new possi
bilities. As educators, we must be ready 
for fundamental change and make this 
reality obvious. Gifted students 1 with our 
assistance, can help shoulder this im
portant responsibility and move society 
toward a global awareness and a global 
community. 0 

Dr. Dorothy Sisk is holder of the Conn Chair 
for Gifted Education at Lam.ar University. 
Sh~ serVeS as DirectorQfthe Governor's School 
and as Executive Administrator of the World 
Council for Gifted and Talented Children. 

AUGUSTIN 
(continued from p. 7) 

2. Inl/iate an honors course in geography 
at your local high school. Help change the 
concept that geography is a course for 
slow learners and those who are disci
pline problems. Encourage college-bound 
high school students to enroll in geogra
phy and to contact their counselors about 
available scholarships in geography. 
Also, advise students of the many excel
lent careers available in geography. An 
excellent publication for advising stu
dents about potential employment op
portunities is Careers in Geography by 
Richard G. Boehm, and available from 
Peterson's, P.O. Box 2123, Princeton; 
New Jersey, 543-2123. 

3. Develop a teaching unit on geography 
for the national Rand McNally Geography 
reaching Awards. You will be eligible for 
part of $20,000 in awards. To apply, 
write: Rand McNally Geography Teach
ing Awards, P.O. Box 654, Skokie, IL. 
60076-0654. Deadline is June 1, 1991. 
(Annual Competition) 

Suggestions For Students 

1. Encourage your students to partiCipate 
In activities to celebrate Geography Aware
ness Week in November. Each year, the 
Texas Alliance for Geographic Educa
tion conducts a student poster contest 
with four state winners; each receiving a 
$100 savings bond and a globe. (K-12) 

2. Support your students participation in 
the American Express Geography Com
petition. This is an opportunity for junior 
high to high school students to earn a 
share of more than $100,000 in Ameri
can Express Travel Awards. For infor-
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First TAGT Co-op Mini-grant Awarded 
Ann Williams,G/TCoordinator for 
McAllen ISO and co-chair of the 
T AGT Professional Development 
Committee, has announced that the 
first TAGT Co-operative Mini-grant 
has been awarded. The grant went 
to the very successful 7th Annual 
Regional Conference held in Ama
rillo, January 24-25. The conference 
wasco-sponsored byTAGT, Region 
XVI ESC, and several area ISDs and 
coordinated by Mary Jane Reeves 
and Donna Clopton. 

The grant consisted of in-kind 
contributions in the form of under
writing the travel expenses of Con-

nie McLendon, Executive Director 
of TAGT, who gave a legislative 
update On issues relating to gifted 
and talented, and the provision of 
mailing and packet supplies and 
association pins. 

The TAGT Cooperative Mini
grants were created by the TAGT 
Professional Development Conunit
tee at its September 1990 meeting. 
The Committee has designated 10 
grants of $300 each to be awarded in 
1991. The mini-grants are estab
lished to provide cooperative sup
port for projects or functions which 
are designed to meet a specific need 

Grants for Excellence: 1991 Winners 

The Finance Conunittee of the T AGT Union Grove ISO 
Executive Board is pleased to an- Karen Dickson 
nounce the recipients of the 1991 "New Media Program" 
Grants for Excellence Awards. These 
awards of up to$1,000 each are given River Oaks Elementary 
to support innovative projects on Michele Staples 
behalf of gifted children. Formal an- "E.P.-Educating Parents" 
nouncement of the winners was 
made at the annual conference in Duke University 
Houston last November. David Goldstein 

"Talent Identification Program: 1991 
University of North Texas Texas Recognition Ceremonies" 
Dr. Ann E. Lupkowski 
"JulienC. Stanley Mentor Program" The application form for the 1992 

Grants for Excellence will appear in 
South Knoll Elementary School the summer issue of tempo. Appli-
Rick Landmann cations are due September 1. 
"Patterns Found in Arts and Enter-
tainment: Production of a Musical 
Presentation" 

1 

of the region and which, in an inno
vative, differentiated, and creative 
way, expand or extend the experi
ence of gifted children, their par
ents, and/ Or teachers. 

Other grants are still available and 
will be awarded at the April and 
September meetings of the TAGT 
Executive Board. Application for 
the mini-grants may be made di
rectly to the TAGT Austin office or 
through your T AGT Regional Rep
resentative (see the back of this issue 
for nameS and addresses). 
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SPREADSHEET NEWS 

Young Scholars Conference Held 
In San Angelo 

Region XI holds G/T 
Consortium 

The third annual Young Scholars 
Conference, held at Angelo State 
University in San Angelo was at
tended by over 400 students from 
Region XV. This special conference 
is held for children by children
children are presenters (including 
the keynote speaker), exhibitors, and 
performers. It serves as a forum for 
students K-12 to share information 
and make presentations to each 
other without any element of com
petition. 

For information about starting a 
Young Scholars Conference in your 
area contact Mary Seay at 915/942-
6767 (San Angelo ISO). 

OF INTEREST: 

-1991 Educational Opportunity Cuide 
A comprehensive directory of pro
grams for the gifted; detailed de
scriptions and contact information 
for over 370 enrichment opportuni
ties 

-TIP Network Newsletter 
Published in spring and fall 

Both publications available from: 
Talent Identification Program 
1121 West Main Street, Suite 100 
Durham, NC 27701919/683-1400 

-Science Fiction Research Association 
For teachers interested in teaching 
and writing about the literature of 
fantasy and science fiction. 

Contact; David Mead 
College of Arts and Humanities 
Corpus Christi State University 
Corpus Christi, TX 78412 

oThe Inventive Process: A Handbook 
for Teachers and Students 
by Deanna Klein, 45 pp, $16.95 
Information and daily lesson plans 
(gr. 4-8) on researching ideas, 
building prototypes, seeking 
patents, and naming and market" 
ing inventions. Contact: 

The Mentor Ship, Inc. 
18515 West 66 Place 
Shawnee Mission, KS 66218 
913/268-9422 

KUDOS 

To Laurice Kelly III, 1989 graduate 
of Copperas Cove High School, 
w hose paper plane models will be 
displayed at the Air and Space Mu
seum of the Smithsonian. Each plane 
is aeronautically designed, made out 
of a single sheet of paper without 
the use of glue, tape, or paperclips, 
and each one FLIES! Laurice spoke 
to g/t students as Copperas Cove 
Junior High School on January 28. 

The first Region Xl G/T Consortium 
was held at Taylor Elementary in 
Burleson on Saturday, February 2. 
Hosted by Burleson ISO, Region XI 
ESC, and the Burleson Association for 
G/T (BAGT, see Spotlighting Parent 
affiliatea, p.15). The meeting was 
attended by 320 people from 47 school 
districts and two universities. 

Participants in the Consortium had 
their choice of 29 different sessions 
given in three time slots. The sessions, 
presented by teachers from through
out Region XI, university professors, 
BAGT members, and a Burleson stu
dent panel, <overed a wide array of 
topics for parents and all levels, K-12. 
Dr. Jeanne Hranitzky, Highland Park 
ISO (and past president ofT AGT) was 
the featured speaker. 

Many of the same excellent sessions 
given at this Consortium will be pre
sented at the TAGT conference in 
November so interested persons from 
other regions can also benefit. It was a 
good day for sharing and networking 
for all who attended. 

Repol'fM by A1111 Brock, Region XI Representative 

to TAGT Executive. BO(lrd. 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

We would like to rewgnize outstanding achievements by 
glt classes, individual students, and parent affiliates in 
every issue of tempo. However, we can only do this if 
YOU ten us what is happeningl Send brief announce
ments of workshops, special projects, awards, or unusual 
activities to tempo in Care of the T AGT Austin office, 
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SCHOLARSH I PS 
AND GRANTS 

A Note On The 
TAGT Fellowship Award 

A call for research proposals for the 
Third TAGT Research Project will 
be in the mail by the last week of 
April. An award of $2,500 will be 
made to the research project which 
is selected, Deadline for submitting 
proposals is May 31. Proposals will 
be reviewed and selection of the 
Fellowship project will be completed 
by June 15, 1991. A preliminary re
port will be due in May, 1992, and a 
final report of the project will be due 
in August, 1992, A presentation of 
the study will be scheduled for the 
TAGT annual convention in No
vember, 1992, This time period will 
permit the recipient to complete the 
study during the 1991-1992 school 
year. 

TAGT continues its commitment to 
accumulate solid and defensible 
evidence that our instruction and 
programming contribute signifi
cantly to the quality of all educa
tion, We must show, throughacom
mitment to research, that what we 
have been advocating as appropri
ate gifted education is indeed a major 
contribution to the education of 
gifted students, 

As our next step toward accumulat
ing defensible evidence, we will fo
cus on the current educational con
cern and controversy on grouping 
students as an alternative to pro
gramming for the gifted, Thus the 
research question to be investigated 
through the 1991 TAGT Fellowship 
Award is: 

• How does current research sup
port gifted programming? 
• What does current research say 
about the grouping of gifted learn
ers? 
• What practices in Texas currently 
support or refute the importance of 
grouping gifted learners? 

The call for proposals will be sent to 
Texas university research offices, 
university glt endorsement pro
gram directors and to glt coordina
tors in the twenty Education Service 
Centers, For further information, 
please contact the T AGT office. 

Announcing ... 
The White House 
Scholarships 
The White House, a residence for 
women adjacent to the University 
of Texas campus in Austin, is offer
ing through T AGT ten scholarships 
of $500 each. The scholarships are 
available to undergraduate or 
graduate women students, includ
ing teachers, for any summer or 
regular session. 

The White House provides a quiet, 
secure environlnent for serious stu
dents and is conveniently located in 
the West Campus area. A variety of 
private and semi-private accommo
dations, including meals, is avail
able, Anyone interested in further 
information or in applying for these 
residential scholarships should con
tact the TAGT office. 
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Available 
From TAGT 

Publications 
Identification of Gifted/ 
Talented Students by 
Amanda Batson, Susan 
Jolmsen, Thomas Oak
land, and Ann Shaw (75 
pp), $6.00 plus postage 
and handling. 

University Programs in 
Gifted Education in the 
State of Texas, produced 
by the University Net
work for Gifted Educa
tion, $1.50 plus postage 
and handling. 

TAGT Membership Pins, 
$3.25 

Watch for future items 
available from T AGT 
including: 

Resource Guide for Parents 
of Gifted produced by the 
Parent/Community 
Involvement Committee 
ofTAGT. 

Writing Units that Chal
lenge by Dr. Jim Curry 
and Jolm Samara, Univer
sity of Southern Maine. 

For information and order
ing please contact: 
TAGT 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, TX 78766-9802 
512/343-1886 



SEARCH FOR 
EXCELLENCE 

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 

November 20 - 23,1991 
Hyatt Regency DFW 
DFW Airport, Texas 

Plans for the Fourteenth Annual Conference of the Texas Association for the Gifted and 
Talented are well underway! As we "Search for Excellence" in serving the gifted/ talented, we 
are searching for excellence in this conference. 

This will be the last year for TAGT to hold its annual conference in a hotel. With a membership 
over 5,000 strong, hotel facilities (even in the big state of Texas) are not large enough to 
accommodate us; therefore, the 1992 conference will be held at the new Austin Convention 
Center. TAGT must contract for conference space 5-10 years in advance and we are extremely 
pleased with the 1991 conference site-the Hyatt Regency DFW. 

The first step in our planning process was the review of your 1990 conference evaluations. You 
loved last year's conference at Houston's Galleria (3,702 participants!! and hundreds turned 
away with regret). 

• Even with an outstanding conference site, there will be limits on the number of 
participants who can attend. You will be asked in conference registration materials to pre
register for your preferred conference sessions. Then you will receive a schedule of the sessions 
with seats reserved especially for you! (Based on your pre-registration requests, we will make 
every effort to put the "most popular" sessions in larger rooms and/ or repeat these sessions.) 

• Registration for the Fourteenth Annual T AGT Conference will be monitored closely. 
When maximum capacity has been reached, registration will be closed. If this number is 
reached before conference time, no on-site registration will be available. (The summer issue 
of tempo will carry more information about the November conference.) The decision to limit 
enrollment was extremely difficult, but we truly believe in excellence at our conferences, and 
over-crowded conditions severely limit the options for safety, comfort, communications, and 
excellence. 
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 
Based on your recommendations and the creative, imaginative talents of the TAGTConference 
and Local Arrangements Committees, the Executive Board, Executive Director, and other 
friends of the gifted, the 1991 conference will be a "must-attend" event! Exciting highlights 
include: 

• Conference registration fee is still only $75.00! 

• Two T AGT Pre-Conference Institutes 
In-depth, "how-to" sessions with limited enrollments offered (at a reasonable price) On 
November 20 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Hyatt Regency DFW: 

Dorothy Sisk 
Irving Sato 

Leadership: A Special Kind of Giftedness 
Programs for the Gifted/Talented: Management and Accountability 

• Visits to exemplary Gff programs throughout the Metroplex 
A special event on November 20, coordinated by the Local Arrangements Committee 

• Featured Speakers 
Dr. Madeline Hunter 
Dr. James Curry 
Dr. Roger Taylor 
Dr. Gina Ginsburg Riggs 
Additional special-topic 

speakers 

• Break-out sessions 
addressing pressing needs and persistent questions 
getting started in G IT 
young gifted 
heterogeneous grouping 
interdisciplinary curriculum 
parenting the gifted 
funding without funds 
administration of g/t programs 
specific subject matter-differentiated curriculum 

• Inservice credit for g/ t teachers and AAT credit available for late afternoon, evening, and 
Saturday sessions 

• Exhibitors from across the state and nation with the latest and greatest products for excellent 
instruction 

• Fun-filled shopping and entertainment forays into the Dallas-Fort Worth areas 

The T AGT Conference and Local Arrangements Committees have numerous other ideas on 
the drawing board-details are forthcoming. 

Watch your mail for opportunities to register early! The conference will be complete only if 
YOU are there. Please join us in November as we Search for Excellence. 

Amanda Davis Batson, President-Elect, TACT 
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CONFERENCE SITE: 
THE TWIN TOWERS OF THE 

HYATT REGENCY DFW 
JiA.,\"[,'J'oWt;.!{ 
!,tlOIINIJ (.~;\'m 

A convenient, spacious, and service-conscious hotel 
with meeting rooms that will a.ccommodate us in style and comfort 

'~ . 

1,000 sleeping rooms reserved for TACT 

Room rate: $74.00 a night (single, double, triple, or quad!!) 

~ 
~ 

Wll~~~~T~~~!l i 
D RIf'LEV'8 & It 
W"'KMI,I~II..H>I. 

Various meal options available 

".", 
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Ca1l214/ 453-1234 to reserve 
your room. 

Tell the reservations clerk 
you will be attending the 
TACT conference; the first 
night's rate will serve as a 
deposit. 



CONFERENCE UPDATES 
Call For Slides: 
DON'T BE LEFT OUT!! 
A spedal slide show presenting the state's gifted/ 
talented programs is planned for the 1991 TACT Con
ference. We would like to include YOUR area in this 
presentation. To be sure that your program for gifted/ 
talented is included in this media event, please send your 
slides to: 

TACT 1991 Conference 
Media Presentation 

Attention: Dr. Amanda Batson 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 

Austin, TX 78766-9802 

Slides will be selected according to composition and 
clarity. Special mention will be given to slides depicting 
dose-ups of the subjects. All slides will become the 
property of TACT, must have media authorization, 
and cannot be returned. 

Slides must be postmarked on or before June 15, 1991, 
and should include the following information. 

oA copy of your school's media authorization form, 
signed and dated 
oName and addresss of the gifted/talented program 
represented 
oSubmitter's name and summer phone number 

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL. 
CONFERENCE 

Texas Association for the 
Gifted and Talented 

November 20 - 23,1991 
Hyatt Regency DFW 
DFW Airport, Texas 

Student Work 
To Be Exhibited 

The TACT 1991 Conference Committee is soliciting 
work from gifted and talented students which depicts 
their response to the theme: Search for Excellence. The 
following submissions are welcomed: 

Art (two-dimensional; no larger than 11" x 14") 
Poetry 
Short stories 

o All art, photographs, etc, may be picked up at the end 
of the conference. 
o Selected pieces will be displayed at the conference. 
o One of the selections will become the cover design for 
the TACT 1991 Conference Program. 

Criteria for selection will include: 
o relevance to the topic 
o clarity 
o creativity 
o innovative, thoughtful approach to the theme 

Writing may be in the child's handwriting or typed. 
Entries from all ages are encouraged. Only one entry 
per student will be considered. 

To submit a work, mail the piece with the following 
information: 

o Title 
oName of the artist or writer 
oN.me of the gifted/talented program in which the 
student is enrolled 
°School and school district 
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o Age and grade level 
o Permission of the artist or writer and his/her parents/ 
guardians to display or reprint the work (with signa
ture and date) 

All submissions must be postmarked on or before June 
15,1991 and mailed to; 

TACT 1991 Conference 
Student Art/Writing Contest 
Attn: Dr. Amanda Batson 
P.O. Box 982 11814 
Austin, TX 78766-9802 



CALENDAR OF GIT EVENTS 
Date: May 16-18, 1991 
Event: Henry B. and Jocelyn Wallace 

National Research Symposium 
on Talent Development 

Site: University of Iowa, Iowa 
Sponso" The Connie Belin National 

Center for Gifted Education 
Contact: Center for Conferences 

249 Iowa Memorial Union, UI 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242 
319/335-3231 

Fee: $225 

Date: June 4-5)991 
Event: Gifted Education: 

Contemporary Ideas in Educ 
Site: Region XX ESC, San Antonio 
Sponsor: Nail/State Leadership 
Training Inst. on G/T 
Contact: Ventura Co. Supt of Schools 

C I 0 Bounchuey Ovense 
N/5-LIT-G/T, Hilton Ctr 
900 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1142 
Los Angles, CA 90017 
213/489-7470 

... :$175 

Date: June 6-7, 1991 
Event: Gifted Education: 

Contemporary Ideas in Educ 
Site: Dallas Parkway Hotel, Dallas 
Sponsor: Nail/State Leadership 

Training Inst. on G/T 
Contact: Ventura Co. Supt. of Schools 

C/O Bounchuey Ovense 
N/5-UT-G/T, Hilton Ctr 
900 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1142 
Los Angles, CA 90017 
213/489-7470 

Fee: $175 

Date: June 9-21 and July 14-26, 1991 
Event: Access to Careers in the 

Sciences Camp 
Site: Denton, Tx 
Sponsor: Texas Women's University 
Contact: Science and Mathematics 

Center for Women 
P.O. Box 22785 
Denton, TX 76204 
817/898-2769 

Date: june 12-14, 1991 
Event: TEPSA 1991 Summer Work 

Conference 
Site: Stouffer Hotel, Austin 
Contact: Tx Elem. Principals & 
SupervisorS Assoc. (TEPSA) 

501 East 10th Street 
Austin, TX 78701-2697 
800/252"3621 

F.e: $65(member); $9S(nonmember) 

Date: June 17-18, 1991 
Event: Advanced Placement Work
shop 
Site: Houston, TX 
Contact: Talent Identification Program 

Duke University 
1121 West Main 51, Suite 100 
Durham, NC 27705 
919/683-1742 

Date: Late June 
Event: Annual Meeting 
Site: Univ. North Texas, Denton 
Sponsor: Science Fiction Research 
Assoc. 
Contact: Edr. Bogle 

English Dept. UNT 
Denton, TX 76203-3827 

Date: June 24-26, 1991 
Event: TAGT Institute-Region XV 
Site: San Angelo, TX 
Sponsor: San Angelo ISO and T AGT 
Contact: Mary Seay 

1621 University 
San Angelo, TS 76904 
915/942-6767 

Date: June 13-14, 1991 
Event: TAGT Institute-Region XVII 
Site: Lubock, TX 
Sponsor: Denver City ISO and TAGT 
Contact: Mary Keller 

50! Mustang Ave 
Denver City, TX 79323 
806/592-2500 

Date: June 28,1991 
Event: Promoting the Critical Think

ing Skills of Youth Through Info. 
Media and Technology 

Site: UT School of Public Health, 
Houston, TX 

Sponsor: OT-Austin 
Contact: Grad Sch. Lib/Info Sci 

EDB 564, UT -Austin 
Austin, TX 7812-1276 

Fee: $35 

Date: June-July, 1991 
M/W Or T /Th, 8:30a.m.-3:00p.m. 

Event: Summer Courses 
Amarillo Montessori Academy 

Sit.: Amarillo College 
Contact: Ginger McKenzie/Charlie 

Gather 
806/353-3871;806/371-5208 

Fee: $24.50 plus materials 

Date: July 7-27,1991 
Event: Summer courses (various) 
Site: Purdue Oniversity 

Gifted Education Resource Inst. 
Contact: Purdue Univ 

South Campus Courts, Bid G 
West Lafayette, IN 47907 
317/494-7241 
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Date: july 18-20, 1991 
Event; Annual Con£; "Perspectives" 
Site: Charlotte, NC 
Sponsor: Supporting Emotional 

Needs of Gifted/ Inc. 
Contact: SENG 

P.O. Box 2745 
Dayton, OH 45401 

Date: july 1991 
Event: Texas Council for Exceptional 

Children (CEC) 
Site: Corpus Christi, TX 
Sponsor: Texas CEC 
Contact: Merri Pemberton 

2121 Speedway 
Wichita Falls ,TX 76301 
817/720-3142 

Oat.: August 13, 1991 
Event: Region VII GIT Workout 
Site: Tyler, TX 
Sponso" Region VII ESC 
Contact: Betty Strickland 

P.O. Box 1622 
Kilgore, TX 75662 

214/984-3071 

Oat.: August 2-7, 1991 
Event: 11th Annual IntLConl.: Critical 

Thinking and Edu,". Reform 
Site: Sonoma (CA) State University 
Contact: The Center for Critical 
Thinking and Moral Critique 

Sonoma State University 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
707/664-2940 

Oat.: August 13-16,1991 
Event: Region XV'" G /T Roundup 
Site: Midland, TX 
Sponsor: Region XVlll ESC 
Contact: B.K. Dean 

P.O. Box 60580 
Midland, TX 79711 
915/563-2380 

Date: October 1991 
Event: SE Texas Regional Conference 
Site: TBA 
Sponsor: Beaumont ISD 
Contact: MariaIU1e Fiorenza 

3395 Harrison 
Beaumont, TX 77706 
409/899-8872 

Date: November 20-23,1991 
Event: TAGT Annual Conference 
Site: DFW-Hyatt/Twin Towers 
Contact: TAGT 

P.O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, TX 78766 
512/343-1886 



mation, write to American Express Ge
ography Competition, P.O. Box 13769, 
Atlanta, GA 30324-9842. 

3. Enroll your students in the National 
Geography Bee sponsored by the Na
tional Geographic Society. The event is 
for students in grad@s4-8andconducted 
like a spelling bee except that contes
tants are asked geography questions. 
The national winner earns a $25,000 
college scholarship. The annual Texas 
competition for this event is adminis
tered by the Texas Alliance for Geo
graphic Education. Forinformation write 
to National Geography Bee, National 
Geographic Society, P.O. Box 37358, 
Washington, D.C. 20077-9978. 

Suggestion For Parents 

An excellent publication titled Helping 
Your Child Learn Geography is avail
able for parents who want to assist their 
children in grasping geographic concepts. 
Write, Geography, Consumer Informa
tion Center, Pueblo, CO 81009. Include 
fifty cents for handling. 0 

Works cib:!d 
Association of American Geographers and the National 
Council for Geographic Education, Guideli~$ (o!' Geo
graphic EduC<illol'/,' Elemen.tal) an.d Sew1Idary SCMols, 
1984, pp 1·28. 

Hill, A. David, Redisoouering Geography~ Its Fivf Fund.(i
m.ental Themes, Bulletin of the N/I,tion/l,l A$$oeiatioI'l of 
Secondary School Principles, December 1989. pp 9-13. 

Marran, James F. Geography as a Pre-collegiate Subject~ 
B(I.#$ {or F!itlJ.l~ Learning, Bulletin of the NatloJl./I,) Asrso· 
eiation of Secondary School Principle:!!, Dtttrnber 1989, pp 
35·38. 

National Geographic Society, Geography ~ Making Sell8e of 
Wh(!re Wi! Are:, 1988, pp 1·24,. 

Natoli, Salvatore J., Strengthening Geography In the So
cial Studies, Eulletin No. 81, National Council for Social 
Studies, 1988, p. ix. 

Stoltman, Joseph P., Geography In The Secondary Schools: 
1945-1990, Bulletin of the National Association of Second
ary School Principles, December 1989, pp 1-7. 

Te~ail Education ~eI'lcy, State Board of Education Rules 
for Curriculum: Principles, Standards, and Procedures for 
.A,gsociation of School Districts, 198o, pp 1-246. 

White, JWger, Which W(iy 18 Up, Texe.~ Lone St.ll.t, Tell:iIS 
M$ocilltioI'l ofSehool BOII.I'ds, 1990, pp 7·11. 

Dr. ByronAugw~tin has 8erved as Director for 
Summer ItI.8titutes 8pon80red by the Texas 
Alliance for Geographic Edu.cation and the 
National Geographic Society. Recently, he 
has been a lecturer {or teacher workshops 
sponsored by the U.S. State Department on 
global awareness in Chile and Brazil. 
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PHILLIPS 
(continued from p, 9) 

reasonable price. 
c. Meal arrangements. Select a company 

that includes breakfast and dinner in the 
total price. Since you often will be touring 
during the day, assembling together for 
any group lunches is inconvenient_ 

d. Tour benefits. Look for programs that 
include special guided tours and night ex
cursions in the total price. Students need 
time for shopping and exploring, but should 
not be left to wander aimlessly. 

4. Look carefully at sponsor benefits. De
termine how many students a sponsor must 
recruit in order to travel for free. (Most 
companies require six.) Find out if any 
additional stipends or bonuses are offered. 
Ask if insurance and optional excursions 
are included for sponsors at no additional 
cost. 

Keeping in mind the previous information, 
I would rank the top three companies as 
follows: (1) Cultural Heritage Alliance, 
Philadelphia, PA; (2) American Council of 
International Studies, Boston, MA; (3) EF 
Educational Tours, Cambridge, MA and 
Santa Barbara, CA. But remember, travel 
companies constantly strive to remain com
petitive, and the wise sponsor will periodi
cally review the current policies and ben
efits offered by the various companies. 

5. Once a company has been selected, 
choose a specific Itinerary. I recommend 
that inexperienced sponsors choose a cata
log program rather than attempting to 
write a personalized itinerary. 

o. Select co-sponsors. Choose someone 
you feel comfortable working with, some
one who shares both your enthusiasm and 
your ideas about discipline. 

7. Select and invite potential travelers. 
a. Make list of possible student partici

pants. Avoid students who are trouble
makers at school. Select popular students 
who take an active role in school affairs; 
they will attract others to the program. 
You may also want to invite fellow teach
ers to join the group. 

b. Includ@potentialcandidatesfromnon
school areas. Relatives of student mem
bers and other adults in the community 
often join student groups because they 
offer more affordable prices. Be selective 
here. Many adults do not travel well with 
students and sometimes become critical of 
the sponsors. Invite adults who are experi
enced in dealing with student groups and 

organizations. 
c. Invite potential candidates to an ini

tial meeting. This meeting may be held in 
the school Or in the home ofthe sponsor. 
Hold the first meeting about one month 
after school begins in the fan. Early evening, 
mid-week seems to work best. 

8. Organize regular meetings. 
a. During the initial meeting give a gen

eral review of what a trip abroad can mean 
to a traveler. Briefly describe the company 
and ita reputation. Ask previous travelers 
to share personal experiences if possible. 
After giving a brief description of the pro
gram and its cost, pass out envelopes and 
have each person self-address one. Use 
these envelopes to invite members to the 
next meeting. At the end of the meeting 
conduct a questionwandwanswer session. 
Some people may choose to officially join 
the program at this time while others may 
need more time to consider. 

b. Before holding a second meeting; re
view the list of potential participants. Mail 
out the envelopes from the first meeting 
with an invitation to a second meeting. 
Include any new prospects who did not 
attend the initial meeting. Be sure people 
who have already signed up realize this 
meeting will be a repeat of the first_ They 
mayor may not choose to attend. You can 
follow the procedure for the first meeting, 
but you may want to vary the program by 
showing slides or films provided by the 
company. Experienced sponsors can use 
personal slides, but keep this part of the 
program brief. 

c. Throughout the year hold follow-up 
meetings to keep members excited and 
enthusiastic_ Conduct after-school meet
ings for students about every two months 
and schedule at least two evening meet" 
ings for all participants and parents. Dis
tribute important information a.t the 
evening meetings directly to the parentS. 
Remember-keeping in touch with all 
group members is essentiaL Arrange small 
parties/get-togethers occasionally to pre
vent loss of interest and drop-outs. 

There are many details in addition to this 
list that a sponsor must consider. But if 
you select a reliable company, the repre
sentatives will work with you to avoid and 
correct any problems. If aU of this seems 
too overwhelming, I suggest you obtain the 
name of a sponsor in your area who is 
already experienced in student travel and 
ask if you may join that group. Recruit a 
small group of students and travel with 
the experienced sponsor until you feel con
fident enough to conduct your own tour_D 
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Discover the Treasures 
in our World-Use a Map! 

14 

Claire C. Wilkins 
Grace School, Houston 

W
here in the world is Kuwait anyway, 
and why does it matter? Welcome to 
the geography elective that promises 
to answer these and a.ll other burn
ing geographical questions! 

The primary objective of this course is to teach the 
imporlance of geography in our lives. This curricu
lum crosses all curriculum boundaries and is truly 

One unique and highly success
ful approach is to actually draw 
the continent as an animal or 
everyday object 

an interdisciplinary course that challenges the stu
dent. The objective is met by learning the countries 
of the world and their capitals by continent. Each 
continent is then studied according to its economy, 
natural resources; culturlE!l, and climate. The ulti
mate goal is that each student will be able to draw a 
map of the world from memory by the end of the 
semester. There are seven tests consisting ofa com
pleted map drawn from memory of the seven conti
nents. 

One unique and highly successful approach to the 
teaching of terrain, culture, environment, and ecol
ogy of each continent, without stifling both yawns 
and creativity! is to actually draw the continent as an 
animal or everyday object. The drawing displayed to 
the right is one such creation - Sixth Grader Jason 
Angel's Neopolitan Ice Cream Continent. So are the 
illustrations on pages eight and nine: Laura Valdivia's 
Woody Woodpecker and Daniel Reinger's The United 
Piranha Eating Eurano8auro. Rex!. Along with the 
drawings, each student is also required to report on 
the continent. The reports include information on 
climate, diet, topography, and people of the region. 
Our jjEuranimals" and South Americanimals" have 
been the talk of the halls. 

Our final project has Hollywood (that's in Califor
nia!) coming to Houston. The class project is a movie 
entitled I'Where in the World is Grace SchoolTI Each 
student is responsible for research, script-writing) 
acting, and filming (done entirely on location, of 
course). Each segment of the film provides geo
graphic clues to the actual geographic location afthe 

Geography never tasted so goodl 

.. (ivy,,,,", 

Si;,It't'Wt.(""\Q 

Jason Angel's depiction of South America as an ice cream 
cone - Neapolitan Ice Cream Continent. Laura Valdivia.'s 
Woody Woodpecker and Daniel Relnlnger's The United PI· 
ranha Eating EuranQsauros Rexl appear on pages eight and 
nine. (Ed. note: Original drawings wara dons in crayon.) 

school. The climate, landforms, plant life, and the 
economy of the city are discussed. Interviews with 
local meteorologists, business persons! teachers! and 
exchange students are included. By the end of the 
film! if the Texas accents aren!t a dead giveaway, the 
students gather for the final scene to find the lati
tude and longitude and the name of the city. Tho film 
is then sent to a school in Virginia that is warehous
ing these tapes so that schools from all over the 
country can share in this geographic thriller! 

This elective has been an exciting one. It is offered to 
all Middle School students and is one semester in 
length, These students are truly discovering how 
very small our very large planet is. They are indeed 
mapping a way to a more humane future! Q 
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SPOTLIGHTING PARENT AFFILIATES 

What is a Parent Affiliate? 

TAGT w .. lcom .. s thr .... n .. w 
par .. nt affiliat .. group" 

• Kilgore Organization for the Gifted and 
Talented, Inc.) Keith Brooks; President 

• ChallengeSupportAs,ociationofMcAJlen, 
William L. Rubink, President 
• Humble Area Association for the Gifted 
and Talented, David Fleming, Pre.ident 

These new associations bring the total to 
211 A new regular tempo feature, Spotlight
ing Parent Affiliate., will acknowledge the 
contributions of TAGT parent affiliate 
groups and increase general awareness of 
the work of the.e dedicated local asaocia
tion'. A specific TAGT goal for 1991 is to 
increase communication among parent 
groups and to strengthen .ervice. to and 
support of these groups. Parents are indeed 
a key element in the nurturing of glt stu
dents and themselves deserve nurturing in 
this critical role! Toward this goal the Ex
ecutive Board of TAGT recently added a 
new executive office to the association's 
governing board. The Third Vice-President 
chairs the standing Parent/Community In
volvement Committee. This committee has 
th@specificresponsibilitytoservetheneeds 
and encourage the participation of parents 
and members of the business community 
who are commited to the support of the 
gifted and talented student. of Te.a •. 

Requirements for Affiliation 

• Memborshipin TAGT of twenty individu
als or ten percent of the membership of the 
local association, whichever is fewer 
• Registration of the local organjz;ation 
with TAGT 
• Adoption afby-Iaws and election of officers 

Activities of Parent Affiliates 

• Provideinforrnation and support to its memo 
bership on parenting techniques and under
stonding the'gifted child 
• Serve as liason between parents and school 
officials 
• Diseminate information on pertinent legis
lative activity, conferences, educational op
portunities, research, and literature related 
to gifted education 
• Organize and support appropriate enrich
ment programs for glt students during the 
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summer and/or on Saturdays (field trips, 
mentorsru p programs, extra -curricular enrich
ment opportunities for both parents and stu
dents) 
• Assist in the district's acquisition of more 
comprehenaivereoource/libraryllaboratoryma
terials, books, and equipment 
• Establish a scholarship fund to help glt 
atudenta, parents, and teachers participate in 
additional enrichment activities 
• Work with administrators and members of 
the s,hool board to .eek out and .upport 'om
munity involvement in the district's educa
tional programs and services for all students, 
including the gifted 
• Provide information and direction to local 
district members of the legislature and State 
Board of Education concerning the current 
status of the district's offering for the gifted 

This last item has an importance that can 
e •• ily be overlooked. While it i. the task ofthe 
Executive Director to act as a liason with the 
state legislature and agencies on behalf of g/t 
students, parent affilia.te groups can make 
her impact MUCH stronger. Letters from par
ents written (and faxed!) to legislators and 
board members are an important part of 
TAGT'. advocacy for the gifted. 

Benefits of Affiliation with TAGT 

• Eligibility for student/parent scholarships 
• Information regarding opportunities for 
students 
• EligibilityforTAGT grants such as Grants 
for Excellence and Cooperative Mini-grants 
(see TAGT SPREADSHEET) 
• Complimentary registration for the affili· 
ate groups and special rates for its members 
at the TAGT Annual Conference with na
tionally known speakers (.e. TAGT 
SPREADSHEET) 
• Subscription to tempo, TAGT's quarterly 
journal 
• Updated legislative information 
• Referrals and information on topics such 
as speakers, books, and activities 
• Opportunities for exchanging ideas and 
information 

The staff of TAGT want. to facilitate the 
sharing of information among existing par
entgroups and to help establish new groups. 
All groups are encouraged to send new' of 
their activities, copies of their newsletters, 
questions, and requests for assistance or 
offers to help new groups to the TAGT office 
in Austin. 0 

Burleson Association for Gil 

This extremely active andbighly successful parent affiliate group inBurleson, 
BAGT, works to enrich the lives of all students, to teach parents about 
giftedness, and to assist the school district in any way possible through a 
variety of activities which includes: 

o Co.sponsoring the Region XI GIT Consortium (see Spreadsheet). 
o Administering the high school Academic Award program to encourage 

academic excenence: funds letter jackets, holds a presentation ceremony 
and special reception for parents. 

o Funding seminars, workshops, and conferences for teachers. 
o Sponsoring various events, such as Super Saturday, Family Field Trip 

(spring break), Family Picnic (honors graduating glt .eniora). 
o Maintaining a speakers' bureau referral list. 

Members of BAGT are available and willing to help p ...... nt. in other regions 
who are interested in forming a parent affiliate group. Contact Ann Brock, 
Rt. 5 Bo" 911, Burleson, TX 76028, W: 817/447-5760 or H: 817/295-8314. 
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'lhe Book Shelf 

Bringing the World into the Classroom 

A GLOBAL EXPERIENCE: A Guide 
to Understanding the Developing World 

Lee Mullane, George Taylor, editors 
Lisa Guarneri, assistant editor 
Save the Children 
Westport, CT 
1990 

Reviewed by Karen Fitzgerald 

This informative social studies guide 
will help you bring the global experience 
into your classroom. Teachers will find 
it useful to build an interest in and an 
appreciation for other cultures and life 
experience. Students will gain under
standing in how issues and events in 
other countries affect their lives. 

This guide contains eight lessons which 
introduce secondary students to the de
veloping world and the concept of inter
dependence. A sixty-minute video tape 
accompanies th@guide.Eachoftheeight 
chapters includes an introduction, ob
jectives, materials needed, activities, and 
study sheets. The reinforcement activi
ties, resources, recommended readings, 
assignments, and discussion topics are 
very helpful. The activities in this guide 
can be used throughout the curriculum 
and taught within a three-week time 
period or spread out over the entire 
school year. The format is very flexible 
and designed for practical use. 

Part one of this guide contains the les
sons. Part two gives recommendations 
on presenting a student workshop. Part 
three contains an evaluation for mea
suring success. The guide is easy to 
follow and coordinated fully with the 
video tape companion. Of particular in
terest to teachers may be "The N acirema 
Game" (America spelled backwards), a 
unique teaching game which helps stu
dents see themselves and others more 
clearly. 

This useful guide can be obtained with
out charge from Save the Children, 54 
Wilton Road, Westport, CT, 06880. 0 
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GLOBAL CONNECTIONS 
Preparing for Texas in the 21st Century: 
Building a Future for the Children of 
Texas, Volume 4 

Gordon Bennett 
Texas Committee for the Humanities 
1990 

Reviewed by Donna Townsend 

This fascinating, highly readable book
length essay was written by Gordon 
Bennett for the Texas Committee for the 
Humanities. It is a prelude to a legisla
tively mandated report to be issued in 
1991 recommending Ilfrom a humanities 
perspective, how Texans might prepare 
for the twenty-first century internation
ally." This is a book all teachers should 
read to further their understanding of 
the compelling global connections that 
make up the world we all face in a 
rapidly approaching future. 

The author's thesis is summed up in the 
early pages of the book: 

"For forty years the world has 
been in a jCold War/ an ideologi
cal agenda now bowing off the 
historical stage. What will fol
low? Our telescope shows 
glimpses of worsening global pov
erty, Earth's continuingenviron
mental decline, and ever more 
critical connections between the 
two. Given the international im
pact of these problems, this @s
say names the Son of the Cold 
War the 'Poverty-Environmen
tal Agenda,' acronymn PEA (or 
whatever term the pubic might 
eventually favor)." 

He then applies this I!structure of con
flict" between the environmental con~ 
cerns of affiuentnations and the poverty 
concerns of developing nations "to four 
world regions visibly significant to late
twentieth-century Texas": Western Eu
rope, Asia, Latin America, and the 
Middle East. The book concludes with 

recommendations based on the PEA 
hypothesis for specific groups of citi
z@ns: 

·voters and politicians 
• businesspeople and consumers 
·parents and educators 
-media owners and journalists 
'people in general 

For educators, Bennett realistically sug
gests ways for the PEA themes to be 

How Texans 

Illight prepare 

for the twenty-

first century 

integrated into existing teaching plans 
rather than creating yet another add-on 
to the curriculum. One suggestion is as 
simple as recasting the situation of a 
math problem: "If the contiguous forty
eight American states originally con
tained 215 million acres of wetlands) 
and today ninety-five million acre. re
main .... " Many teachers will also want 
to make even mOre extensive use of the 
insights they gain from this essay in 
their teaching of geography, history, eco
nomics, business, and indeed all areas 
and grade levels of the curriculum. 0 
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TAGTNEWS 

«(JIQ(lkwifjl;!i from top left) 
• Eob Rhoades-!I;till talking! 

Highlights of the 

7TH Annual 
Region XVI 
Conference 

Amarillo 

January 24-25, 1991 

Cosponsored by TAGT 
Region XVI ESC 

and several area ISDs 

• Relaxins wi.th a 'bit of good food around the pool are (L to it) Brenda Wilson, Mary 
Seay, Connie McLendon, ZeUs Wolfenbarger, and an unidentified participant. 
-Nancy Polette presented two popular and well-received sessions on the whole 
language ~wroach to lee.rnina-, 
-Bivin!! Elementary ~t.udents perfi)rm~nll' an original 0.fI' drama, "To Be Me.~ 
.St'lndra Gr(lene, Sftnford·Frotsch ISO, e~hlb\ts student products which include a 
"current event!!! mural" depicting thoughti!!l on the Mi.ddle East cri!!ois. 
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TAGTNEWS 

TAGT Introduces 
Five New Regional Representatives 

Region I-Ann Williams 

Ann is the coordinator of the 
Challenge Program, McAllen 
lSD's Gifted and Talented 
Program. Prior to coordinat
ing the Challenge Program, 
she taught a sixth grade 
gifted class for five years. Ann 
has presented papers at the TAGT State Con
vention as well as NAGC National Convention. 
Her areas of special interest are meeting the 
emotional needs of all students with an empha" 
sis on the identified gifted, g/t curriculum, and 
g/t identification. 

Region III-Debra Baros 

Debra received her BA and 
MA degrees from TexasA&M 
University and her Mid-Man
agement Certificate from 
UHVC. She began her teach
ing career as a first grade 
teacher at DeZavala El
ementary in, Goose Creek ISD . Other assign
ments have included Special Education teacher 
in Montgomery, Alabama, and ReadingCoordi
nator, Grr Coordinator, Elementary Supervi· 
sor, and Curriculum Director for Cuero ISD. 
She is currently principal of Hunt Elementary 
in Cuero. She has been a church organist for 
her local church for years, and she loves writing 
poetry. Debra is married and has two sons, 
Kendrick and Clay. 

Region V-Marianne Fiorenza 

Marianne directs the K-12 
gifted/talented curriculum for 
Beaumont ISD. She has been 
involved in the creation and 
implementation of a number 
of programs to meet the var
ied needs of gifted students. 

In addition to representing Region V on the 
TAGT Executive Board, she has served as Presi
dent of the Southeast Texas Consortium for 
GiftedlTalented. She and her husband have 
five children and raise miniature horses. 

Region VII-Batty Strickland 

Betty is starting her fourth 
year at Region VII ESC as 
consultant for gifted educa
tion. She formerly taught 
science in Spring ISD and 
Lufkin ISD and initiated and 
coordinated the glt program 
for Lufkin ISD. Her TAGT duties include serv
ing on the Policies and Practices Committee 
and acting as director of the staff development 
institute in Kilgore held in February. 

Region IX-Vicki Boyd 

Vicki was born and educated 
in Wichita Falls. Her degree 
in secondary eduction and 
social sciences is from Mid
western State University 
and her master's degree in 
Education, with an empha
sis in gifted education, is from Texas Women's 
University. 

She began her teaching career in Henrietta 
ISD in 1981 and the next year she was invited 
to begin a class for gifted and talented high 
school students. This invitation was the begin
ning of a mission which continues today. 

Vicki became the coordinator for the K-12 
gifted program in Henrietta ISD in 1985 and 
held that position until 1990 when she accepted 
a position at Region IX ESC. She has presented 
at regional and state conferences for gifted 
education and served as consultant for several 
districts which were beginning programs for 
their gifted students. Vicki is married and has 
two daughters, Tara and Tricia. 0 



The Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
and the 

Texas Education Agency 
present 

Prescription for Success: 

Parenting the Gifted 

Mail registration form to: 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
PO Box 9802 #814 
Austin, TX 78766 

August 10,1991 
Hyatt Regency Austin 

Tentative Topics 
Working With Local School 

Boards 
10 Questions for Parents 

What Gifted Kids Say 
How to Reduce Stress 

Teacher/Parent COInrnunication 
Planning for College 

Invited Speakers 
Dr. Skip Meno, Commissioner 

of Education 
Dr. Jay Cummings, Deputy 

Commissioner 
for Special Programs 

,--------------------------------1 
Prescription for Success: 

Parenting the Gifted 

Name(s) _________________________ _ 

Mailing Address _______________________ _ 

City ___________ _ State ____ _ ZIP ____ _ 

Day Phone ____ _ 

Number of persons attending at $20 each ____ _ 

L ________________________________ ~ 

The $20 registration fee includes handout materials, refreshment break, and luncheon. 
Accomodations are available at the Hyatt at $55 for a single room. Call (512) 477-1234 to reserve. 
The deadline for registration is Friday, July 19, 1991 or the first 150 people who register. 

For more infonnation, contact: 
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Division of GiftedlTa\ented, Texas Education Agency 

(512) 343-1886 or 
(512) 463-9455 



UNIVERSITY NETWORK NEWS 

TAGT Student Chapter 
UT-Pan American, Edinburg 

In October 1990 a student chapter of 
TAGTwas initiated at the University of 
Texas-Pan Am@rican in Edinburg. This 
chapter was organized so that graduate 
and undergraduate students from the 
Rio Grande Valley could meet on a 
monthly basis to focus on important 
issue. affecting the gifted and talented 
in Texas. Two speakers have addressed 
the chapter since its formation, In Janu
ary, Dr. Ernesto Bernal, Dean of the 
School of Education at UT-PA talked 
about Gifted Hispanic Students; in 
March, Cynthia Hamilton, Gtr Coordi· 
nator at Region I ESC discussed ser· 
vices available for Gtr teachers in the 
Rio Grande Valley and summer oppor
tunities around the sta.te for Gtr stu
dents. Dr. Mary Koleslnskl, Coordinator 
of the Gifted Program at UT.PA, is the 
Faculty Advisor to the thirty-six stu
dents in the chapter. Chapter officers 
are: 

President 
Cheryl Hinojosa, Weslaco ISD 

Vice~Pre~irlf!nt 

Debby Grayson, Sharyland ISD 
Recording Secretary 

Amanda Revelle, Donna ISD 
Corresponding Secretary 

Nelda Cantu, PSJA ISD 
Treasurer 

Josie Rodriguez, Mercedes ISD 
Parliamentarian 

Eli Rodriguez, Sharyland ISD 

The chapter looks forward to expanding 
its membership and co-sponsoring pro
grams and workshop. for gifted stu
dents and their parents from the Valley 
area. 

University Network Conference 

Twenty~one Texas universities and col
leges with gifted endorsement and de· 
gree programs comprise the University 
Network. During the 1991·1992 school 
year this group will sponsor a confer
ence on the theme, ~Changing Demo-

20 

graphics in Gifted Education." Dr. Dor
othy Sisk and Dr. Pamela Gilbert at 
Lamar University in Beaumont are col
laborating on conf@renceplanswithDr. 
Bernal and Dr.Kolesinski at the Uni"er· 
sity of Texas-Pan American in Edinburg 
which will be the host site for this first
of-its-kind conference in the Rio Grande 
Valley. Faculty representatives from the 
University Network will present work
shops during the two-day conference 
designed for approximately 500 educa
tors, including school board members, 
superintendents, principals, counselors, 
and teachers. Conference dates and 
schedule of activities will be published 
in the next issue oftempo. 0 

Editor's Note 

Welcome Our New Managing Edilor 

With this issue we welcome our 
new managing editorj Dr. Donna 
Townsand. Donna COmes to us with a 
very impressive list of credentials, 
background, and experience. Welcome 
aboard, Donna! We are all looking 
forward to working together. 

You will notice that in this issue, 
we have again made a few changes. 
Since tempo is the "voice" of TAGT, 
we want our journal to be representa~ 
tive of our organization. We are seek
ing ways to more appropriately re
nect the professionalism ofTAGT. We 
welcome your comments, suggestions, 
and criticism, both positive and nega
tive. By the way, the comments on our 
new feature, TAGT SPREADSHEET, 
have been positive. Remember that it 
is designed to be pulled out, dupli
cated, and shared with your friends 
and colleague •. We are always look
ing for news items forTAGT SPREAD· 
SHEET, so please take the responsi. 
bility to act as one of our "roving 
reporters." 0 

A Response to 
Our Critics 

(continued from p. 2) 

that all students should learn to think, 
to be creative, and to be productiv@.Iwill 
concede that many oftha strategies used 
with the gifted can and should be used 
with all students. However, appropriate 
education for the gifted responds to the 
similarities as well as to the differences 
of gifted students and their age peers. As 
gifted students are like their age peers, 
they should be taught like their age 
pe.rs. As they are different, they should 
be taught differently. I will be knowl
edgeable, specific, and prepared in my 
understanding of what is appropriate 
for all students and what is, indeed, 
most appropriate for the gifted. 

5. I will no longer stand for a lack of 
understanding of what It takes to be a 
quality teacher oflhe gifted. People who 
believe that teaching the gifted i. easy 
are misinformed, naive, or both. The 
appropriate teaching of the gifted is as 
challenging as the appropriate teaching 
of any special students. Teachers of the 
gifted need special training to under
stand the students they are charged to 
teach. They also need recognition for 
their dedication to teaching students 
who challenge and question everyone 
and everything. Teaching the gifted is 
as tiring and draining as it is rewarding. 
It is time to stand up for the teachers 
who give endlessly in meeting the needs 
of our students. 

My challenge to you Is to consider what 
you stand for In the education of the 
gifted. Equally important, I challenge 
you to consider what you can no longer 
stand for. In so doing, we will all func
tion as stronger advocates for our gifted 
and talented students. 0 
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1991 TAGT NOMINATION FORM 
The Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented invites you to nominate next years's officers and regional representative •. 
Nominees must be members in good standing ofthe Association and officers must have served on the Executive Board for 
at least one year, In 1991 the Association is electing representatives from odd-numbered regions only, You may nominate 
persons to serve as representatives in regions other than your own. Please be sure that you have the person's permission 
before you nominate himlher for any Board position. Thank you for assisting us in the election process. 

Presiden.Elect 
Serves as chairperson for the Conference Committee that plans and implements the annual conference and an ex
officio member of the Nominations Committee. 

Name of NQ1I'Iin~ Di.9trict 

First Vice·President 
Serves as the chairperson of the Editorial and Research Committee that coordinates publications. 

District 

Second Vice-President 
Chairs the Advocacy Committee that coordinates and assists regional representatives in membership efforts. 

Name (Jf Nominee Districl 

Third Vice-President 
Chairs the Parent/Community Involvement Committee that works with parents and business community in 
support of gifted education. 

Name of Nomin~ Dilltrir:t Telephone 

Secretary 
Chairs the Finance Committee that oversees the budget, maintains systematic records of the Association and 
administers grants and scholarships. 

Name. of Nominu Dilltrir:t Tele.phone 

Regional Representatives 
Serve as voting members of the Executive Board and as members of at least one standing committee; recruit 
membership; report activities of their respective regions at meetings and in tempo; communicate to the regional 
membership regarding the on-going activities of the Association; assist members in the formation oflocal chapters. 
ESC 1 __________________________ __ 

ESC3 __________________________ __ 

ESC5 ____________________________ _ 

ESC7 ________________________ __ 

ESC9 __________________________ __ 

ESCl1 __________________________ __ 

ESC 13 

ESC 15 

ESCI7---------------------------

ESC 19 ----------------------------

When you have completed the nomination form, please mail it to the address below. This form may not be du
plicated. All nomination forms must be received by May 31, 1991 . 

Attention: Nominations Committee 
TAGT 
PO Box 9802 #814 
Austin, 'IX 78766-9802 
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(Please indicate your Regional ESC number ___ . 
The form does not need to be signed). 
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CALL FOR ARTICLES 
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Summer '91: 
Literature 
for the Gifted 
This theme was selected in response to the request 
of several teachers and parents who are seeking 
guidance for their gifted readers_ Many of our gifted 
students are avid readers. In fact, it is often through 
reading that they cope with leam-

Fall '91: 
Search for 
Excellence 
The theme for the Fall issue of tempo reflects the 
theme chosen for our annual conference. Much ofthe 
issue will be dedicated to conference information, 
but we would like to set the tone for the conference 

in our Search For Excellence 
ing situations that do not meet 
their learning needs or that do 
not challenge them. However, 
gifted readers need guidance, too, 
and many of Our teachers are ask
ing how they can more effectively 
use literature in their classrooms. 

All articles will be jurled and should be 
double spaoed using APA format.Your 

in Gifted Education. 

In this issue, we are looking for 
articles which reflect the ways 

Editorial and Research Committee 
thanks you! that gifted education is providing 

Bob Seney, Editor 
outstanding service for our gifted 
learners. We are looking for ar
ticles on exemplary programs and 
articles which reportOlltstanding 
achievements of gifted students. 
We would also like to provide a 
fomm for challenges for gifted 
education, goals for gifted educa

For this edition of tempo we are 
looking for articles that suggest 
appropriate reading for gifted stu
dents of all ages. We are also look· 
ing for strategies that provide a 

Donna Townsend, Managing Editor 
Karen Fitzgera.ld 

Mary Seay 
Juan Solis 

Molly Yeager 

challenging use of literature in the classroom, We 
would also like to hear from some of your students on 
their attitudes andior responses to what they are 
reading. If you are interested in providing a review 
ofa particular book, please notifY the editor know as 
soon as possible. 

tion, and suggestions for program improvement. 
Since the theme of this issue is a bit more general, it 
allows for a wider scope of article content. The Fall 
issue is a good opportunity for writers who are 
looking for an opportunity to share a philosophical 
approach to gifted education. 

The deadline for receipt of article. is May 31, 1991. The deadline for receipt ofartic1es i.August 1, 1991. 

Future tempo themes 

Winter '92: Gifted Females Deadline: December 1 

Spring '92: Technology and Learning Deadline: March 15 

Summer 192: Special Talents (Visual and Performing Arts) Deadline: May 1 

Guidelines for article submissions 

Your contribution to TAGT tempoi. welcomed. 

Please use the following guidelines when submitting 
articles: 

1. Address the article to the theme of an upcoming 
issue or to a regular feature. 

2. Submissions should be typed, double-spaced, 50 
characters per line, 25 lines per page. A word limit of 
250-350 words is encouraged. Please consider our 

space and reproduction limitations, Please send a 
computer disk (either IBM, DOS or ASCII text file if 
possible, or Mac; please indicate software used). 

3_ Include your name, position/role, region, ad-
dress, and daytime telephone number. 

Send all submissions to: 
TAGTtempo 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, TX 78766·9802 
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STUDENTS' NEWS 

Call For 
Student Submissions 

TAGT is dedicated to the interests of talented young 
people in Texas. It is fitting that tempo should be a 
showcase for the work of these students. Thus, the 
Editorial Committee is interested in featuring exem
plary student work.-eitherwritten or visual~in TAGT 
tempo. The guidelines are as follows: 

1. Each student contribution must be submitted by a 
teacher, parent, or other adult whose responsibility it 
is to see that the work is submitted in good form and is 
representative of the child's best effort. Please bear in 
mind our space and reproduction limitations_ 

2. Written submissions must be an original, legible, 
well-edited manuscript; drawings, cartoonSj sketches, 
etc. should feature good contrast values and make an 
effective visual impact. 

3. Include information about the student in addition to 
name, address, phone number, age, school, school 
district, and grade. Students should tell uS something 
about themselves and the work they are submitting. 
What was your inspiration? How was it developed? 

4. Allsubmiseions become the property ofTAGT and 
will not be returned unless accompanied by a self· 
addressed stamped envelope. 

5. We cannot guarantee that all submitted works will 
be featured in TAGT tempo. A match of the work to the 
scheduled themes is helpful. 

Send to tempo, in care of "StUdent Submissions;; 

Archeology Workshop 
for AAT Credit 

Sponsors, 

Time: 
Place, 
Participants, 

Texas Archeological Society 
Texas Historical Commission 
Clarksville ISD 
June 8"11,1991 
Clarksville! Texas 
Teachers and their families 
(school- age children) 

Workshop description 
Field school in Texas archeology. No previous knowl· 
edge of archeology is necessary. 32 AATcredithours 
will be awarded; prior approval must be obtained 
from the local district to guarantee acceptance of this 
TEA·approved training. 

Orientation will be Saturday, June 8. Teachers will 
then be assigned to field crews where they will 
participate in the excavation of a Caddoan site on the 
Red River, under the direction of professional arche
ologists. Afternoon sessions will a.ddress classroom 
methods! the multidisciplinary science of archeol
ogy! specific site information and history. Evening 
lectures by the Texas Historical Commission. 

Cost 
Registration is $50; membership in Texas Archeo· 
logical Society (dues $15) is required. Special pro
gram for school age children. Camp sites and local 
motel accommodations available. 

Contact 
Joan Few, 4050 Dumbarton, Houston, TX 77025 
(713/666-3496 or 713/283·3318) 

Austin, Texas 78766·9802 

Name 

Address Apt. ____ _ 

City __________ _ State ZIP Code _____ _ 

Telephone 

~ 

~ 
L E-i ( ) $15 Individual ( ) $25 Family ( ) $100 Patron ( ) $250 Sponsor ( ) $400 Lifetime I __________ ~_~ _________ ~~ __________ ~ __ ....J 

School District 
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TAGT 1990-91 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Executive Committee Regional Repre8entative~ 
President 

Adelle McClendon 
(713) 897·4075 
Cypteijij Fairbanks ISn 
P,O, Box 692003 
Houston, Tl( 77269·2003 

President-Elect 
Amanda Batson 
(512) 255·4431 
fuund fuck ISD 
1311!'tound !'tack Ave, 
fuund !'tock. Tl( 78681 

First Vlce·P ..... ;dent 
Bob Seney 
(713) 467·6921, 
Spring Branch ISD 
Bendwood Campus 
12750 KImberley 
Houston. Tl( 77024 

Second Vice-Pre.ident 
Ann Trull 
(903) 784·6668 
Paris ISD 
p, 0, Drawer 1159 
Pari •. Tl( 75461 

ThlM Vice-President 
Dixie Kingston 
(512) 222-9168 
210 Third Street 
San Antonio; TX 78205 

Socretary 
Ann Weiss 
(713) 744-6576 
I'tegion IV ESC 
P,O, Box 863 
Houston, Texas 7700 

Immediate Past-Pre$ident 
Margaret Kr@ss 
(409) 756·7751 
Cl;mroe ISD 
702 North Thompson 
Conroe. Tl( 77301 

Executiv@ DiredQr 
Connle McL~ndon 
(512) 343·1886 
p,O, Box 9802 #814 
AllAt,in. rrY 7R7'=''='.9-802 

Bob Seney, Editor 
TAGTtempo 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

X 

P,O. Box 9802 #814 
Austin, Texas 78766-9802 

AnnWilllam8 
(512) 682·3647 
McAllen ISD 
106 E, Jonquil 
McAllen. Tl( 78501 
Gin-=er Harri. 
(512) 994·3664 
Corpu8 Christi ISD 
714 Burkshire 
Corpus Christi, TX 7B412 
Debra Baros 
(512) 276-2416 
Cuero ISD 
405 Park Heights Drive 
Cuero, TX 77954 
Susan Spates 
(713) 920·6952 
Pasadena ISD 
1515 Cherrybrook 
Pa.adena. Tl( 77502 
Marianne Fiorenza 
(409) 899·9972 
Beaumont ISn 
3395 Harrison 
Beaumont, TX 77706 
Bobbie Wedgeworth 
(713) 678-6787 
Katy ISD 
90 We.t Stony Bridge 
The Woodland., Tl( 77381 
Betty Strickland 
(214) 984·3071 
I'tegion VII ESC 
P.O, Box 1622 
Kilgore. Tl( 75662 
Suzanne Patty 
(903) 784-6668 
Pari.ISD 
P,O. Drawer 1159 
Paris, TX 75461 
Vicki Boyd 
(817) 322-6928 
I'tegion IX ESC 
Rt, 3. Box 523AA 
Wiohita Fall •. Tl( 76308 
Donna Criswell 
(211) B81-8061 
Plano ISD 
1517 Ave, H 
Plano. Tl( 75074 

XI Ann Brock 
(817) 447·5760 
Burleson ISD 
!'tt, 5. Box 911 

Burleson. TX. 76028 
XII Linda Klatt 

(817) 772-4412 
MidwayISD 
Route #12 Box 414 
Waco, TX 76712 

XIII b"ene Helton 
(512) 268-2141 
HaysCISD 
!'tt, 2. Box 22 
Buda, Tl( 76810 

XIV Charlene Randall 
(915) 677·2746 
Abilene ISD 
3724 North 11th St .... t 
Abilene. Tl( 79603 

XV MarySoay 
(915) 942-6767 
San Angelo ISD 
1621 University 
San Angelo; TX. 76904 

XVI Janet Slaughter 
(806) 435·3601 
Perryton ISD 
Box 621 
Perryton. Tl( 79070 

XVII Mary M. Kelle .. 
(806)~92·2500 

Denver City ISD 
501 Mustang 
Denver City, TX 79323 

XVIII Molly Yeager 
(915) 336-3286 
Fort Stookton ISD 
p,O, Box 1702 
Fort Stookton. Tl( 79735 

XIX Patricia Panua 
(915) 595·5712 
y.letaiSD 
9600 Sims 
El Paso. Tl( 79925 

XX Tracy Weinberg 
{512} 5e~-4330 
Pleasanton ISD 
fuute #1 Box 140·X 
Pleasanton; TX. 78064 

Advisory Board 
o Vicky Deariog 
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0 
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(214) 323·5872 
Carrollton-Farmers Br ISD 
1445 North Perry fuad 
Carrollton, Tl( 75006 

Gordon D02"2'ett, 
(817) 571·4536 
HEB ISD 
3136 Spring Lake 
Bedford. Tl( 76021 

Pat Echol. 
(713) 376,4180 
Klein ISD 
7200 Spring Cypre •• 
Klein, TX 77379 

Karen Fitzgerald 
(713) 466-4252 
Spring Branch ISD 
16314 Tahoe Drive 
Houston; 'IX 77040 

Susan Johnsen 
(817) 755·3111 
Baylor Univ/School of Educ 
Box 97314 
Waco. Tl( 76798 

Joyce Millet" 
(214) 271-6533 
East Texas State University 
262~ Anita 
Garland, TX 75041 

David Mitchell 
(806) 592·3655 
Denver City ISD 
1200 Mustang 
Denver City. Tl( 79323 

Jud£,e Mario E. Ramil'ez~ Jr. 
(~12) 383·2751 X250 
c/o 332nd District Court 
Hidalgo County CourthOUBB 
Edinburg, TX 78539 

Juan Solis 
(512) 381-3402 
Pan American University 
1200 West University 
Edinburg; TX 78539 

Ann Wink 
(817) 526·4~3 
KIlleen ISD 
p,O, Box 967 
Killeen. Tl( 76640 
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