
Top Ten List to Start the New Year 
By: Theresa Biggs 
 
I am writing this after visiting a group of teachers who are new to the district. It is a crazy, but fun time 
of year. Everything is bright, shiny and new. Freshly sharpened pencils (yes, I still use them) and a 
fully charged iPad sit ready for the year to begin. As has been the case since kindergarten, I will not 
sleep much the night before the first day of school and butterflies will hatch and beat their wings 
rapidly against my chest as I drive to work.  
 
I started thinking about what I wish someone had told me before I entered the world of gifted 
education. Here is my top ten list to help start the year. If you check in with me next week, the list may 
change; it’s the prerogative of teachers everywhere to be flexible when creating and maintaining lists, 
but you know that. 
 
10. Not all gifted students perform well on standardized tests. 
 
9. Qualitative data matters when determining the need for gifted services.  
 
8. Passionate parents are only seeking what they believe is best for their child.  
 
7. Differentiation shouldn’t require a new lesson plan. Seek out Sandra Kaplan’s work on depth and 
complexity as soon as you finish reading this issue of Discovery.  
 
6. Gifted students are not teachers’ assistants. They have the right to academic and cognitive growth.  
 
5. A student who speaks in a register that sounds as if he is 30 years old is possibly below his on-
level peers in maturation and emotional sensitivity. Avoid sarcasm when communicating with students 
at all costs.  
 
4. Work with the idea of flexible grouping. Occasionally put gifted students together on a collaborative 
project. They will spark against each other and push one another farther. When a child is the only 
gifted student in a collaborative group, he will tend to do all the work and his learning will suffer.  
 
3. More work is not differentiated work. Asking a gifted student to read two short stories when others 
are reading only one is punishing the student for being gifted. It is far better to provide the gifted 
student a short story that is thematically connected to the other story, but has more depth. This allows 
the student to participate in thematic discussions while engaging him at the level he needs to grow.  
 
2. Become comfortable with student struggle. It is through the struggle that true learning occurs. Stop 
jumping in to “save students.”  
 
1. Gifted students are usually not gifted in all domains. It is quite possible to have a student gifted in 
one subject area and remedial in another. Gifted students also require tutoring and sometimes “fail” 
assignments. Provide a safe environment to “fail” and learn.  
 
Okay, just one more…take care of you. If you are not taking time to find a place and time to 
take care of yourself, then both you and your students will suffer.  
 
It a new school year, people! Happy New Year! 


