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TAGT Fourth Annual Conference 

"GIFTEDNESS: LEGACY FOR THE FUTURE" 
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San Antonio, Texas 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 
Dr. James Gallagher 

Dr. Marvin Gold 

See Related Stories Inside 

September 1981 

Registration Fees: $ 30.00 T AGT Members 

$ 35.00 Non-Members 
PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 

* NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

Tickets for the President's Reception and the Saturday Luncheon are 
included in the registration fee for those persons pre-registering by 
November 10, 1981! 

Headquarters Hotel: 
Convention Program: 
Opening Session: 
Closing Session 

Hilton Palacio del Rio 
San Antonio Convention Center 
Friday, November 20, 1981 9:00 A.M. 
Saturday, Nov. 21, 1981 
12:30 P.M. Luncheon 

SEE BACK COVER FOR HOUSING AND REGISTRA TION INFORMA TION 



CONFERENCE Continued 

NOWHERE ELSE 
BUT SAN ANTONIO 

Where can you experience a unique combination of 
Old World charm and New World technology? What city 
can provide you with a romantic· setting filled with 
tradition and culture? What is the site for the TAGT 1981 
Fourth Annual Fall Conference? The answer to these 
three questions is the same: "Nowhere else but San 
Antonio." 

During your stay in San Antonio for the TAGT 
Conference you may plan to explore the many 
attractions that await your visit. The popular tourist 
attractions include: the Alamo, the River Walk, the 
Spanish Missions, La Villita, EI Mercado, the University 
of Texas Institute of Texas Cultures, McNay Art 
Institute, Sunken Gardens, and the HemisFair Plaza. 

The Local Arrangements Committee wants to make 
your visit to San Antonio most enjoyable. We suggest 
that you pre-register for the conference and make your 
hotel reservations early. If you need any assistance or 
more information, please contact: SAM MAMMEN, Co
chairman, Local Arrangements, (512) 625-8081 [office], 
(512) 438-2980 [home]. 

MEMERSHIP CANVAS 
BY NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

A letter from the Nominations Committee Chairman, 
Phillip Gonzalez, has been sent to all paid-up members of 
TAGT. If you have been inadvertently missed, please 
contact Mr: Gonzalez immediately. 

Explained in the letter are the following nomination 
procedures: (1) "The name of any member submitted by 
25 or more members for a particular office automatically 
shall be placed on the ballot." (2) "Nominees for the 
Geographical Region Representatives on the Executive 
Board shall be selected from each of the Education 
Service Center geographical regions of Texas AND shall 
be elected by members who live in that area." The 
following TAGT Regional Representatives will be elected 
this year: 

Region I Region XI 
Region III Region XIII 
Region V Region XV 
Region VII Region XVII 
Region IX Region XIX 

It is important that individuals not be nominated without 
first determining their willingness to serve_ In addition, 
please furnish complete information on all nominees. 
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ATTENTION EXHIBITORS 

Current List of Exhibitors 
Addison-Wesley Midwest Publications 
Cole Supply Multi-Meadia Arts 
Good Apple Radio Shack Computer Center 
Kabyn Books Resources for the Gifted 

Now is the time to submit your check for exhibit 
space at ihe TAGT Fall Conference. Send to: 

Dr. Don Williams 
3051 W. Highway 121 
Fort Worth, TX 76117 

TAGT BOARD SETS 
FALL CONVENTION 

SITE SCHEDULE 

1981 San Antonio 
1982 Houston 
1983 Metroplex (Dallas-Fort Worth) 
1984 Open for invitation 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

.. 
It .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
It .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

September signals a new beginning_ School is opening, 
parent groups are gearing up and your association is 
working hard to prepare for the November Conference. 
This is also the time for each of us to renew our 
commitment to providing appropriate educational 
opportunities for each gifted child. 

One aspect of this commitment is for each of us to 
become active in our support of TAGT and local 
advocacy groups. The passage of increased 
appropriations for gifted programs during the 1981 
legislative session is tangible evidence of the success of 
TAGT's effect upon legislation. 

The preparations for a first-rate conference with 
outstanding national and local presentors provides even 
more evidence. We can provide organizational 
assistance to local groups and have done so for many 
areas in the State_ And, this newsletter can provide an 
exchange of information on a state-wide basis. 

We need you to speak to the importance of joining the 
association. Please, tell anyone and everyone interested 
in meeting the needs of gifted children about T AGT. 
Offer to send in the dues so that they can join us in these 
endeavors_ This is an important task, and the effort will 
be rewarded by services to children. 
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Region V 
Thelma Dowies 

Regional Representative 

The Academic Curriculum Enrichment (ACE) 
program of the West Orange-Cove Consolidated 
Independent School District In Orange, Texas, 
completed its fifth year this past May. It was the first of its 
kind in the Sabine Area of Region V. It began in the fall of 
1976 with one fourth grade and one fifth grade class. 
Students are selected from all fourth and fifth grades in 
the district and are housed in self-contained classes on 
one campus all day every school day. The gifted students 
are with other students during music and P.E. classes. 

Dr. Joseph Renzulli's Enrichment Triad was adopted 
as the structure for the elementary program. Each year 
the program has moved up one grade level. In 1981-82, it 
will be offered through the tenth grade. At this time, the 
middle school and high school program has progressed 
toward an honors program. 

The ACE program has been selected by the Texas 
Education Agency for their Demonstration Program for 
School Improve ment network for the 1981-82 school 
year. Last year, it was among 22 public school programs 
featured at the TEA Promising Practices Conference in 
Austin. 

Three neighboring school districts in Orange County 
have also begun programs for g/t students. Cypress
Mauriceville ISO began in 1978 with grades one through 
five and the third year expanded through the twelfth 
grade. Vidor ISO began a program in 1980 in the 
elementary grades, and Bridge City will begin one in 1981-
82 for grades six through nine in language arts. 

TAGT AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS 
Scholarship funds totalling $1000 provided by the 

Lillian Kaiser Lewis Foundation for students in the 
Houston area were awarded to: SINCEE DANIELS, 
NICOLETTE WESTBROOK and JACKIE TERRELL 
who are all students in the Houston Vanguard program. 

Region VI 
Barbara Hart 

Regional Representative 

"Interviews Aid Identification" 

Conroe ISO uses a personal interview to gain 
additional information on students whose matrix scores 
are just below the district's cut-off line for admittance into 
the gifted and talented program. This interview has been 
adapted from one which was developed by the Cypress
Fairbanks ISO last year. 

Conroe's screening matrix is heavily weighted with 
standardized scores and teacher recommendations. 
Open-ended questions on the interview provide 
information which standardized tests simply can't reveal. 

Interviews are conducted by a trained professional 
who has had no prior connection with the student's 
education. Kay Weise, Coordinator of Programs for G/T 
in Conroe, states that the interview "has been extremely 
effective in providing important information for the 
identification process. In several instances, the interview 
clearly provided information which qualified students for 
placement in the g/t program. It also confirms to a great 
degree the results of the regular matrix identification 
process." Mrs. Weise feels that the use of this interview 
might also help identify students from culturally diverse 
areas who may not score highly on standardized tests. 

The interview has a set format and specific 
administration procedures. Questions focus on specific 
g/t characteristics supported by the literature. Each 
student receives a copy of the questions ten minutes 
before the interview. The interview itself takes ten-fifteen 
minutes and is easily scored according to specific criteria. 
The resulting score is designed for inclusion as part of the 
total screening matrix score. 

For further information about the personal intervjew 
format, please contact Mrs. Kay Weise, Conroe ISO, 702 
N. Thompson, Conroe, TX 77301. 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
611 Ryan Plaza Drive. Suite 1119 
AIIInQton. Texas 76011 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 1817) 265-7143 IMetro) 

I am enclosing 

___ Annual dues of $1000 

__ ~ A donation of S ----c-:-----::-:--
TAGT dues and donations are tax deductible. 

I am 

__ Parent 
__ Teacher 
__ Administrator 
__ Interested citizen 

NAME~~~~~ __ ~----: ____________________________________ _ 

(Dr. Mr. Mrs .. MISS. Ms.) 

ADDRESS ________________________ PHONEIS)-- I ________ _ 

CITY· _______________________ . __ STATE _________ ZIP _____ _ 

September 1981 TAGTTempo 

Individual 
Friends 
Patron 

. Benefactor 

$ 10.00 
$ 25.00 
$ 50.00 
$ 100.00 

Institutional and 

Corporate categories 
as carried in the June 

TAGTTempo should 

be deleted. 
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Minnie Champ, Editor 

TAGTTempo 
9411 Hunters Creek 
Dallas, TX 75243 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

TAGTTempo IS published by the Texas Association for the Gifted 
and Talenteq. 9411 Hunters Creek, Dallas. Texas 75243. 

T AGT i~ a non-profit organization of parents and profcssionab promoting 
appropriate education for gifted & talented in the State of Texas. 
TAGTTempo is published quarterly and is available through membership or 

upon request. Addre~~ all correspondence rcgardingTAGTTemputo the above 
address. 

TAGT annual membcr~hip is $lO.()(L Send memhership roc~ 10: TAGT. 
611 Ryan Pla7a Dr .. Suite 1119. Arlington. '[ ('xas 76011. 

TAGT i~fi.,\'Q~ 
TAGT 

Judith Judy, President 
Officers 

(817) 780-2144; 773-1501 (res) 
Charles Patterson, Ph.D., President-Elect, Kllleen ISO 

(817) 526-8361 
JoAnn Houston, Vice President, Grapevine Colleyville ISO 
(817) 481-5575; 485-3277 (res) 
Donald Williams, Ph.D., Treasurer, Birdville ISO 

(817) 831-0951; 284-7946 
Celestine Barnes, Recording Secy. 

(713) 748-6297 
Jimmie Jean Owen, Corresponding Secy., Region XII ESC 

(817) 756-7494; 722-3902 

"The Difference . .. " 
by Robyn Dickey 

One Middle School, Alief ISO 

The difference is plain, as plain as can be. 
It's not on the outside, it's inside of me. 
Sure I have bones and veins and blood. 
And I like to play games, and slosh in the mud. 
But there is a difference, by one as from you, 
Yet you need not be worried or act so, so blue. 
It's not that I'm smarter, yet maybe a pinch, 
I just learn things faster, and work seems a sinch! 
And now you know why I may act differently, 
The answer is just that I work more quickly. 

G/T Funding 

Texas Education Agency Funded a total of 202 programs 
in Texas for 1981·82. 

GIFTED TV SERIES 
"Gifted Kids: A Blessing or a Curse," a three·part TV 

series was recently nominated for a New England Emmy 
award. Produced by WNAC-TV under the direction of 
Steve Cucuru (a gifted child himself), the series looks at 
giftedness mainly through the eyes of lO-year·old Mark 
and his parents. The show also deals with such topics as 
programs that are available in Massachusetts and why 
more isn't being done for the gifted. 

You might want to influence your local station to air the 
series. 
(from GAIN NEWSLETTER, May 1981) 

REVISION IN AFFILIATE 
REQUIREMENTS 

Requirements for affiliation with T AGT were changed 
by the Board at the August 1 Board Meeting. It will now 
be necessary to have 20 (twenty) individual members of 
your local association as members in good standing of the 
Texas Association for Gifted & Talented in order to 
affiliate as an organization. As your current year of 
affiliation expires, it will now be necessary to renew on 
the basis of your association's meeting the new 
requirements. 

G/C/T DIRECTIONS III: 
GIFTED PARENTS AND 

GIFTED TEACHERS FOR GIFTED KIDS! 
October 29 - November 1, 1981 
Mobile Hilton Hotel 
Mobile, Alabama 

Contact: T /G/C/T DIRECTIONS III, P. O. Box 66654, 
Mobile, AL 36660. (205) 478-4700. 
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