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CONFERENCE - AT - A - GLANCE 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE - SHAMROCK HI LTON, HOUSTON, TEXAS 

NOVEMBER 18 - 20, 1982 

Thursday November 18 1982 
Pre-Conference Workshops - 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

A. "Curriculum Ideas for Grades K-3" 

Dr. Dean Frost, Louisiana Department of Education 
B. "Deal-ing with the Emotiona! Development of the Gifted" 

Joyce Juntune, Executive Director, NAGC 
C. "Psychology of Creativity: Explorations in Ideation" 

Dr. Terry Brandt, Harris County Department of Education 

Conference Registration 

Thursday NoVpmber 18 1982 

7:30 PM .......... . 

Friday, November 19,1982 
9:00 AM - 12:00 NOON .......... . 

12:00 NOON ........ _ ........... . 

............... , . ,First General Session 
Dr. W. N. Kirby, Texas Education Agency 

.... Choice of 30 Small Group Sessions 

. . Second General Session - Conference Luncheon 

3:00 PM -4:15 PM. _ . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Jack Jackson, American Airlines 

. , Choice of 15 Small Group Sessions 
4:30 PM -6:00 PM .................. _ .. . 

Evening on the Town 

7:30 PM 

Saturday November 20 1982 

President's Reception 

........... Seminar - Open to Everyone 

"Understanding and Parenting the Gifted" 

Joyce Juntune, Executive Director, NAGC 

8:30 AM - 9:30 AM _ ........................... Third General Session - Jeanne Delp 

Garden Grove, California 
10:00 AM - 11 :15 AM . _ ..... _ .................... Choice of 13 Small Group Sessions 

11 :30 AM ............................................. TAGT Business Meeting 
12:00 NOON ......... _ . _ ......................... _ .. _ .. Conference Adjourned. 

SAMPLE TOPICS FOR SMALL-GROUP SESSIONS 

Microcomputers and the Gifted 

Parenting and the Gifted 

Time Management for Gifted 
International Baccalaureate Program 
Science tor the Gifted 

Coordinators of Gifted Programs 
Summer Programs for Gifted 

Thinking Skills/Logic 

Texas Future Problem Solving Program 

Film Festival 

Student Project Fair 
Stress Management for Gifted 
Administrative Support System 

Differentiating High School Mathematics 
A Unique Identification Procedure 

Search for Solutions 



DR. TERRY BRANDT· continued from page 4. 
selected from among more than two dozen elementary schools 
to participate in the program. The night of the first session was 
punctuated with a tearful phone call reporting that the program 
was in shambles and that everyone involved was miserable, 
including the teacher. Again, the error was not in what was 
provided, but in what wasn't provided. 

The advent of programs for the gifted brought with it a 
renewed interest in the development of creativity. Publishers of 
all sorts found a ready market for sophisticated puzzle books. 
Problem solving became vogue, and, as if there weren't enough 
contemporary problems to solve, future problem solving was 
pursued; and, better yet, "creative" problem solving. Scholars, 
who for a lifetime had studied the creative processes, were read 
by nervous teachers and program coordinators whose new assign
ments appeared overwhelming. A new set of "basic" skills had to 
be mastered and put into practice, quickly. Traveling idea peddlers 
of varying degrees of efficacy criss-cross the state leaving behind 
them seeds of thought which blossomed into Gifted/Talented 
programs which emphasized creativity development. 

But, creativity is a personal experience. It comes from an 
individual's encounter with his or her world. The nature of that 
world is subjective. School activities have a certain objective 
reality, but the way in which they are experienced is different 
with each of us. Our involvement with the world around us is 
dependent upon our perception of reality. Many programs 
designed to enhance a student's creativity often have an artificial 
feel to them. They are not like everything else that is done in 
school. They don't seem "real." The problems dealt with may 
appear contrived and unrelated to the present set of life experi
ences. The activities may seem an amusing, sometimes distractive, 
interlude in the flow of important school work. The student may 
feel uncomfortable when presented with a task for which there 
has been no prior preparation. Able students who have mastered 
the survival skills of school performance may be genui~ely 

shaken by a set of conditions for which they are not equipped. 
It may appear as though the rules have been changed, as indeed 
they may. And the teacher, inexperienced in developing creativity, 
may feel much the same as his or her students. Not well schooled 
in the processes, providing modeling behaviors may be difficult. 
Too often the result is reliance on puzzle books and other materials 
which carry the student even farther away from the "reality" 
of school. 

I believe the error of omission in both of the incidents 
mentioned at the beginning of this article was one of relevance to 
the students. What they did in the programs seemed to them to 
have little bearing on the important matters at hand, and until 
we can adequately explain the relationships, I don't think it 
ever will. 

Dr. Terry Brandt is the Director of the Center for Staff 
Development, Harris County Department of Education; he will 
conduct a TAGT pre-conference workshop, "Psychology of 
Creativity: Exploration in Ideation," on November 18, 1982. 

Five Color USA 
by Paul Goyins 

RULES - Using fivedifferenl colors (red, green, orange. blue, and 
yellow), color in each symbol, block. and letter without allowing 
Ihe same color 10 touch on Ihe sides or diagonally. 

SCORING - The less you use orange when coloring the map. Ihe .+, 
higher your score will be. Each lime you use orange, your score 
will decrease by five points. II is possible to never use orange and 
get a perfect score. 

And The Answer is ... on page 6. 

SCORE CHART 

",,"&c' Good Fair Sad AIO<fuBy Sod Lousy 

Nolan MiddleSchoolsludenl Paul Goyins lives in Killeen, Texas. 

OLYMPIC POSSIBILITY 

The name Danny Goodwin may be familiar to those interested 
in the sport of swimming. Danny is a national swimming cham
pion and as told in recent newspaper articles, a possible U.S.A. 
team member and Olympic·hopeful. 

Danny is not just an excellent athlete, though. He is an 
exceptional student and a member of the gifted program. As his 
math teacher the past school year, I witnessed first-hand the 
drive of this young man. Under my direction, Danny completed 
two years of math (Algebra 1-11 and Geometry I-II) in one school 
year. This may not seem so unique except for a few facts: he 
began our individualized program about nine weeks into the 
school year (rather late); Danny carried a full class-load; besides 
the regular school day, he trained for as much as five hours a 
day; a great numt;>er of Danny's weekends were filled with swim
ming meets leaving minimal study time. 

As Danny's teacher it was a great pleasure to experience all 
the most wanted characteristics in a student: drive, patience, 
self-discipline, the need for excellence, cooperation. On top of 
all these qualities though, Danny Goodwin manages to be a pretty 
regu lar guy! 

The preceding article was submitted by Patricia Deeren, a math 
teacher at McAllen High School in McAllen. 
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REGION IV 
Anne Perry 
Regional Representative 

University News - - The College of 
Education at the University of St. Thomas, 
under the leadership of Dr. Anna DeWald. 
has added gifted and talented education 
courses to its graduate school program. 
Twelve hours in gifted and talented 
education classes will provide students 
with this specialization area as they work 
on a masters in education with a maJor 
in exceptionality. 

Dr. Terry Brandt, with the gifted and 
talented and teacher education at Harris 
County Department of Education, will 
begin St. Thomas's program by teaching 
"The Gifted and Talented Child" this 
fall. 

The University of Houston, Central 
Campus, continues to offer graduate 
courses in gifted and talented education. 
With the leadership of a committee 
involving many local school district per
sonnel as well as College of Education 
Dean, Dr. William Georgiades, Dr. Theresa 
Monaco, and other faculty members, 
a sequential set of teacher competencies 
has been developed to guide the activities 
of four graduate courses. Approval 
of graduate programs takes much longer 
for large universities; this fine program 
has been under development for over 
three years. The University of Houston 
at Clear Lake had begun a program in 
gifted and talented education two years 
ago. 

School News - - Mrs. Lila Macaluso, 
Region IV Liaison, reports that the area 
has 16 state-funded programs for the 
1982:83 school year. Since state funding 
also requires substantial local district 
support, these districts enjoy a solid 
base of both financial and planning 
assistance. The funded districts inclurle 
the following: Aldine, Alvin, Brazosport, 
Clear Creek, Dickinson, Friendswood, 
Cypress-Fairbanks, Galena Park, Goose 
Creek, Galveston, Houston, Humble, 
Pasadena, Spring Branch, Crosby, and 
Santa Fe. 

Additionally, several districts are 
striving in the right direction but either 
did not request or did not receive re-

quested state monies. These commend
able districts include the following: 
Alief, Dayton, Ft. Bend, Katy, Klein, 
Lamar, LaPorte, North Forest, Spring, 
Texas City, Tomball, and Waller. 

Galveston has joined Houston in 
having exemplary identification processes 
and programs for culturally-diverse gifted 
and talented students. Others are making 
progress in identifying these students 
and serving them. 

The bay area schools who have been 
co-opping under the fiscal agency of 
Dickinson with Paul Slocumb as director 

have another co-op of Aldine, Crosby, 
Cypress-Fairbanks, Humble, and Spring 
Branch. Four Saturday workshops are 
planned for teachers during the 1982·83 
year. 

Mary Ward, Principa! of Westwood 
Elementary in Friendswood, reports 
that the Friendswood students were 
featured on August 9th during the CBS 
morning news program. Elementary and 
junior high students regularly produce 
the "Friendswood Update," a daily 
television news show. The children 
write, edit, and produce, and elementary 
children participate two to three times 
each week. Jack Colovin is in charge of 
the junior high students and Peggy 
Lathlaen guides the elementary students. 
CBS was so impressed with the students' 
work that this feature was produced. 

Also in the news were students 
from Lila Macaluso's Oaks Academy. 
First through third graders partiCipated 
in a three-part film series called "Micro
computers in Education." The series is 
designed to teach computer literacy 
skills to educators. Clips were shown in 
June on PBS, and the series may be 
shown in entirety in the future. Currently, 
it is on the market. 

In Cypress-Fairbanks, Mary Tallent 
reports that second through eighth grade 
teachers use units of study in the affective 
areas of peer relationships, self-directed 
learning, appreciating others' talents, and 
dealing with perfectionism. These units 
were developed by teachers to meet 
district goals in inter J Intra-personal 
skills. The long-run objective is to fuse 
cognitive and affective teaching into 
units, but these give the teachers assurance 

of meeting objectives well. The units 
are taught in "pull-out" classes from 
subject areas. 

Major objectives in Cypress-Fairbanks 
this year include working to identify 
and serve underachievers and their 
parents. On-going parent programs de
signed around needs assessment results 
are taught in conjunction with coun
selors and an associate psychologist. 
Cypress-Fairbanks is very proud, especial
Iy, of the cooperation between parents, 
teachers, and counselors in their pro
grams. 

Houston Independent School District, 
with the leadership of Dr. Margaret 
Kress, has held planning sessions with 
members from other districts to cooper
atively hold some Saturday classes for 
identified gifted and talented students. 
Though the beginnings are "small," 
this is viewed as a very positive step. 
The Houston area offers a great many 
specialized classes on Saturday at the 
science museums, art museums, zoo, 
arboretum, etc. However, few classes 
are directed toward highly curious and 
intense learning. 

Spring Branch's SPIRAL program, 
which had an exceptionally well-planned 
beginning, has grown to serve all students 
in grades 3-6 within the district. There 
are over 400 students identified who will 
participate in one day's instruction each 
week at a central location. 

Teachers leight SPI RAL teachers 
funded mostly with local resources) 
will use interdisciplinary units based 
upon broad themes. Elementary teachers 
continue to work with Dr. Joan Whitten 
and sixth grade teachers work with 
Ms. Mary Russell, Executive Director of 
Secondary Instruction. The coordinators 
for Spring Branch are actively involded 
in planning with the SPIRAL teachers; 
an outside observer would be impressed 
with district personnel cooperation. It 
can only mean the vest for Spring Branch's 
SPIRAL students! 

F~nally. a facility named Mountain 
Park has grown to offer services to 
gifted and talented children within a 
central and easily-available location in 
Houston. Just southwest of the 610/59 
interchange, Mountain Park offers activi-



program, conducted the sessions which 
emphasized characteristics of giftedness, 
principles of identification, and program 
development. Inservice training will con
tinue for teachers through 8 hours per 
month of staff development. CIMA 
resulted from the recommendations of a 
group of administrators and teachers 
who visited three programs in the state 
last spring. A Community Advisory 
Committee has also been apPointed 
with the purpose of interpreting the new 
program to the community. 80th the 
teacher group and the advisory group 
were an outgrowth of a task force that 
worked in the fall of 1981. 

REGION XVIII 
Norma Ross 
Regional Representative 

GE Midland (Gifted Education. Mid· 
land) will expand in the 1982·83 school 
year, with eight teacher for approxi
mately 260 students in their two-day 
(alternate) program. The classes for 
fourth, fifth, and sixth grades, on septl
rate campuses last yf:ar, will be at Carver 
Center this year, so that all classes are 
located on a single campus. Six teachers 
staffed the program last year, with 
approximately 90 students participating. 
According to Pat Alexander, Coordinator, 
special programs have been added at the 
seventh grade level, in the areas of mathe
matics and English, for those students 
who qualify. 

REGION XX 
Darsy Dickey 
Regional Representative 

Judson High School's G/T program 
has developed into an exciting mentor 
program for its students. One young man, 
James Richardson, a sophomore, has 
taken advantage of the opportunities 
made available to him through the pro
gram, and it is evident that he is going to 
be well-known in the "field of science. 

By usmg a G/T release carc.i whenever 
he eQuid be OUT of" his scheduled classes, 
James wOf"kec under the direction of Dr. 

James Frazer at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at San Antonio 
on his science project. The time was 
well spent because his project was chosen 
from 735 statewide entries as the first 
grand prize winner at the Alamo Science 
Fair at Trinity University. With this 
project, "Survival and Adaptation of 
Escherichia Coli in Thermal and Radio
Frequency Environments," Jim also won 
the Minnie Stevens Piper Award, the Air 
Force Special Award, the American 
Society of Micro-Biology Award, and a 
two-year scholarship to Trinity University. 

James then took his project to the 
I nternational Science and Engineeri ng 
Fair. In addition, a paper entitled "Ther
mal Adaptation in E. Coli: Mechanisms 
of Control of Genonme Expression," 
co-authored by James and Dr. Moyer, 
has been accepted for publication this 
winter in a scientific journal. 

From june 2-12, James was the 
guest of the Air Force Systems Command 
for a tour of Air Force research and 
development facilities. He was flown to 
Washington, D. C., on June 6 and was 
given a tour of the Andrews Air Force 
Base (Maryland) Aerospace System. On 
June 7, he had lunch at the Pentagon 
with the Secretary of the Air Force; 
on June 8, he visited the Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base (Ohio) Aeronautical 
Systems Division; and on June 9, it was 
a visit to Kirkland Air Force Base (New 
Mexico) Weapons Laboratory where 
research on nuclear and laser technology 
is conducted. Next, it was on to Brooks 
Air Force Base (Texas) for a visit to the 
Aerospace Medical Division, and then on 
to Patrick Air Force Base (Florida) for 

a visit at the Eastern Space and Missile 
Center as well as Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station and the National Aeronau
tics Aministration's Kennedy Space Cen
ter. 

On July, James was flown to England 
as a guest of the Navy to attend the 
International Conference on Science and 
Engineering at Oxford University. He had 
the opportunity during This seminar to 
interact with professors and scientists 
tn international prominence. He was 
also treated to some exciting sight-seeing. 

With the help 0·[ a cDtiege professor, 

James '.!Vfote a propo';ai for a gl'ant to 

do research. The grant with James as P.I. 
(Principal I nvestigator) has been approved 
but still needs to be funded. This highly 
motivated student has already decided on 
his science project for 1982-83 and on his 
mentor. He is eagerly waiting for the start 
of the school year so that he can meet 
with the G/T coordinator and formulate 
his plan of action. 

BOOK REVIEW 

(written by Dr. Helen Taulbee; Consul· 
tant, ESC Region Ill) 
New Voices in Counseling the Gifted 
Edited by Nicholas Colangelo and 

Ronald T. Zaffran 
Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co" 1979 

While this book is written primarily 
for counselors, it is very useful for 
teachers of the gifted who must often 
deal with the affective in relation to 
their students. The readings represent a 
rather comprehensive review of problems 
and attitudes of gifted individuals 
relative to their giftedness. It attempts to 
provide the most current thinking on the 
subject presenting an open forum ap
proach that offers both theoretical and 
practical viewpoints from a counseling 
perspective. Such topics as identifica
tion. career development, counseling 
needs, gifted women, creativity, families, 
special issues programming, and consult
ing techinques. 

The book is balanced with respect 
to contributors whose names are familiar 
in gifted education and those who are 
less we!l~known. These people include 
university professors, public and private 
schoo! teachers, counselors and adminis· 
trators, state department supervisors. 
and graduate students. The selections 
contained in the book provide interest
ing readings; and the direct quotations 
from gifted individuals make it persona! 
and create a light touch through SOme 
recounts of humorous situations encoun
tered when counseling the gifted. 

The book is recommended reading 
for anyone interested in gifted educa
tion. It is especially pertinent, realizing 
the paucity of books dealing with the 
subject of counseling the gifted. 

~eQ"><Q1'-O'>t..<?'r...q-.o.q-.~:.Q'l..q-.tQ-.<Q> 

§ It is becoming increasingly § 
§ difficult to be tolerant of society ~ 

that has sympathy only for the 
§t misfit, only for the maladjusted, 

only for the loser. Have sympathy § 
for them. Help them. Bur I think it § 
IS also time tor us all to stand. and § 

f,.. cheer for the doer, the achiever. the 
)j one who recognizes the problem §~ 
§ and does something about 11 

§ \!mce LombardI § 
'-':'!;;-'"'-C"<'&">'-C"><C""'<7~'<?",..o->tQl....o-.<~"',-<,::-"';.Q>~ 
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