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NOMINATIONS BEING SOUGHT BY PATTERSON 

In an effort to ensure better voter representa
tion j Or. Patterson has proposed that a modified 

schedule be useu for TAGT's election process. 

In the past nominations have been sought in 
August, the slate of candidates prepared in Sep
tember, and the ballots cast in October. Because 

this schedule coincided with the ending of one 

membership year and the beginning of another, 
the number of qualified voters fluctuates dramat
ically, making it difficult to determine the 
status of those who cast ballots. 

Using the modified schedule, this process will 

be conducted in the spring, with nominations 

Leing sought in April and ballots cast in May. 

The nominating committee, appointed in February 

and chaired by Dr. Charles Patterson, consists 

of the following: 

Dr. Charles Patterson, Chairperson 

Killeen Independent School District 

P. O. Box 967 
Killeen, TX 

Jerron Adams 

Parent 

San Antonio 

76540 

l. E. Blanton, Jr. 
Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

Kerrville Independent School District 

Irene Helton 

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

Hays Consolidated Independent School District 

Jane Hickerson 

Teacher, Gifted/Talented Program 

Belton Independent School District 

(Continued an page 2) 

April, 1983 

T AGT: Movement and Momentum 

The agenda at the January board meeting 

included scheduled during TEA!s Get Together IV 
several important decisions. Jimmie Jean Owen, 

Legislative Chairperson, described the success 

of the reception sponsored by TAGT for state 

legislators. Over five hundred people were 

in attendance; among the digni taries present 

were Governor Mark White, Commissioner Rayman 

Bynum, Deputy Commissioner W. N. (Bill) Kirby, 

Joe Kelly Butler (Chairman) and other members 

of the State Board of Education, TEA Gifted 
Program Director Ann Shaw, and members of 

TEA's Advisory Committee for Gifted/Talented 
Education. (See photographs on page 3.) Or. 

Charles Patterson, Immediate Past President 

and Nominations 

election dates 

to ensure a 

The nomination 

allow an April, 

Chairperson, proposed 

from the fall to the 
changing 

spring, 

larger 

process 

rather 

voting 

will 
representation. 

be modified to 

than October9 election. 

Ann Farris, First Vice-President, recommended 

that an editorial board for the Tempo be estab

lished. The board will consist of an editor sup

ported by a network of five editorial assistants, 

each charged with the task of gathering and 
IoIriting news related to a particular area of 

interest: research and reviews, parents! and 

students' news, teachers' news, and advertising. 

In his report to the board, Executive Vice

President Don Williams indicated that all current 

melllbers of TAGT would soon be receiving new mem-

bership cards indicating the September 1 

August 31 membership year. He also described 

TAGT members' opportunity to participate in an 

Upchurch Travel flight package to the National 

(Continued on page 5) 



Dr. Ann Farris, Editor 
TAGTTempo' 

Killeen Independent School District 
P.O. Box 967 
Killeen, Texas 76540 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

TAGT Tempo is. published by the Texas Association for the 
Gifted and Talented, a non-profit organization of parents and pro
fessiona!s promoting appropriate education for gifted & talented 
In the State of Texas. 

TAGT Tempo is published quarterly and is available through 
membership or upon request. Address all correspondence regarding 
T AGT Tempo to the address below. 

TAGT annual membership is $10.00. Send membership fees to: 
TAGT, P.O. Box 14768, Ft. Worth, Texas 76117. 

(NOMINATIONS Continued from front page) 

Doris Pyle 
Supervisor, Gifted/Talented Program 
Round Rock Independent School District 

Dr. Joan Whitten 

Executive Director for Elementary Instruction 
Spring Branch Independent School District 

Nominations are being sought for the following 
officers and regional representatives: 

President-elect: Serves 
program committee and 
the office of president 

as chairperson of 
as president pro tern 

is vacated. 

the 
if 

First Vice-President: Serves as chairperson of 
the communications committee. 

Second 
of the 
ticn 

Vice-President: Serves as chairperson 

membership committee and works in conjunc
with regional representatives. 

Secretary; 

meetings. 

Maintains systematic records of 

Regional Representatives for Regions 
V, VII, IX, XI, XIII, XV, XVII, XIX, 
members and assist local groups In 
TAG] affiliates. 

I, II I, 
Enlist new 

organizing 

Before preparing a 

nominating committee 
through this article 
mailed to the general 

slate of candidates, the 

is seeking your input, 
and later through letters 
membership. Plea$~ send 

our nominees both for officers and for re re-
sentatives froll add-nulIIbered re ions to Or. 
Charles Patterson Killeen Inde endent School 
District, P.O. Box 967 Kille.n rexas 76540. 

He will welcome your suggestions. 

And, now, a word from 
the President .. 

On Wednesday, January 26, 1983, the Texas Association 
for the Gifted and Talented hosted a reception for members of 
the Texas Legislature at the Sheraton Crest in Austin, Texas. 
There were Over 550 in attendance including many senators, 
representatives, and Governor Mark White. To the legislators 
who took time from their extremely busy schedules to attend 
the reception and learn first-hand about the need for special 
programs in Texas for gifted and talented students, the associa
tion is most appreciative. It was indeed an honor to have 
Governor Mark White personally visit with so many of our 
members during the evening and to address those gathered 
with positive remarks regarding gifted education. 

I wish to express sincere words of thanks to those members 
of TAGT who took the time and made a special effort to be 
in attendance. As I watched the reactions of legislators and the 
Governor throughout the course of the evening, I felt there 
was nothing as effective as the parents who relayed apprecia
tion for their children's being in a gifted program and spoke 
of the need to continue special programs; the teacher who ex
pressed both challenge and accomplishment in working with 
gifted and talented students; and the children themselves who 
explained what it meant to them personally to be in a class 
of other identified gifted peers. 

A special thank you is also due to Commissioner of Educa
tion Rayman Bynum and those members of the State Board of 
Education and the Texas Education Agency Advisory Com
mittee for Gifted and Talented Education who were in at
tendance. The continued support of these individuals is essen
tial in order not only to continue but to increase the current 
level of funding for gifted education in Texas. Finally, to 
Jimmie Jean Owen, Legislative Chairperson for TAGT, who 
so successfully planned and organized the entire reception, 
goes my personal thanks. 

While the reception was indeed a success, I cannot empha
size to each member of T AGT the paramount importance of 
the days ahead. We cannot rest nor stop now. In the hands of 
the 68th Legislature lies the future of gifted education in 
Texas. In our hands lies the responsibility to maintain con
stant contact with our representatives and senators and to 
emphasize the need for increased allocations for gifted educa
tion over the next two years. I urge you to write, call, and 
make personal contact with your legislator. Encourage other 
advocates of gifted education to join you in this endeavor. 

I assure you that the officers and executive board of TAGT 
will be working diligently each day of the legislative session 
to ensure the passage of increased monies for the gifted. But 
please remember, we cannot effect legislation alone ... we need 
every member working with us. As demonstrated at the !eg
islative reception, involvement and support are essential for 
success. I firmly believe that by working together as advocates 
of gifted education we can have a positive effect on the pas
sage of a favol-able appropriation. 

Thank you again for your membership, your involvement, 
and your commitment. 

Jo Ann Houston is Assistant Superintendent in the Grapevine-CoI1ey
ville Independent School District and is currently president of the 
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented. 



TACT Legislative Reception January 26, 1983 

Govenor Mark White and TAGT President Jo Ann Houston, Assisttant 
Superintendent in the Grapevine-Colleyv!lle ISO. 

Representative Bill Ha!ey, District 10, and Jimmie Jean Owen, TAGT 
Legislative Chairperson. 

Shirley Hall, Chairperson of the State Advisory Committee for Gifted! 
Talented Education, and Dr. Irving Sato, Director of the National 
Leadership Training Institute in California. 

Joe Kelly Butler, Chairman of the State Board of Education; Ann 
Shaw, TEA Program Director for Gifted and Talented Education; Dr. 
W.N. (Bill) Kirby, Deputy Commissioner for Finance and Program 
Administration; and Lyndia Rector, member of the State Advisory 
Committee for G ihad/Talented Education. 

Representative Noel Grisham, District 52; Doris Pyle, Supervisor of 
Round Rock ISD GiftedlTalented Program; and Ann Shaw, TEA 
Provram Director for Gifted Education. 

Piers Chance, member of the State Advisory Committee for Gifted/ 
Talented Education, and Pamela Tacket, TEA Education Specialist. 



FOCUS ON PARENTS 

Joyce Juntune Speaks to Parents 

(The following article reflects the information provided by 
Joyce Juntune, Executive Director of National Association for 
Gifted Children, at her pre-conference workshop last Nov
ember. (virs. Desaussure Trevino, Assistant Tempo Editor for 
parents and stude1ts, has summarized the saiient points for 
the benefit of OUf readers.) 

Joyce Juntune, Executive Director of the National Associa
tion for Gifted Children, spoke to educators and parents at 
the Texas Association for Gifted/Talented convention in 
Houston in November. She dealt with the emotional needs of 
the gifted child. 

The tone of her session was set by a quotation from a young 
rnan with whom she had worked. He said, "If the emotional is 
not in order, the rest comes to a screeching halt!" 

The goal of both school and home is to help the gifted 
child become a creative, productive adult with a secure sense 
of self. There are many ways parents can help achieve this 
goal. Society's view of giftedness is tied to the payoff. There
fore each time a goal is accomplished, the next goal is set 
higher, putting pressure on gifted persons and creating a feel
ing that they are more valued for what they produce than for 
themselves. 

Another problem with gifted children is their tendency to 
look at life in the "by and by." They are told that things will 
get better in junior high or they'll find people like themselves 
when they get to college. Giftedness is for all of one's life 
and must be dealt with in the present. Suburban community 
life has actually made this sltuation more difficult because 
everything (grades in schoo! .. soccer team, etc.) is based on 
chronological age. 

When gifted children reach their first large group of child
ren, usual!y when they enter school, they realize they are 
different. Often they think they are wrong, out of step. By 
definition gifted is different. It is very important that these 
children know they are not alone, that there are others like 
them. Parents need to talk to them to help them understand 
themselves and, if possible, put them in contact with others 
like themselves. !t is the parent's job to validate the child's 
differences. Underachievement often results from a child's 
effort to be normal. 

Gifted children need to learn how to deal with a "lack of 
total success." Many are by nature perfectionists and, for 
their own self~acceptance, must learn to deal with the re
sulting frustration. Others may be fearful of trying new things 
because they are not sure they will be totaHy successful. 

A useful tool for parents in dealing with this facet of gifted
ness is personalization. With the child, parents should talk 
about the characteristics of giftedness, look at these character
istics in famous people, then observe those characteristics 
in someone the child knows. Reading biographies is important 
because through these students can see the "failures" of suc
cessful people on their paths to success. Honest communica· 
tion between parent and child will also allow children to see 
themselves realistically and make changes. They need to adopt 
an attitude of "there's another way" rather than "I goofed!" 

Support groups of eight to ten are often useful. With the 
leader participating equally, students can be honest about 
what they like and dislike about themselves. By matching 
likes and dislikes, students can come to a realistic appraisal 

of individual strengths and weaknesses··and change when 
necessary. The support system is important. As Mrs. Juntune 
said in describing these children, "The more I learn about my· 
self, the better I can accept myself and live with myself." 

The attitudes exhibited by creative/productive adults needs 
to be consciously nurtured in these students. They must learn 
to live with ambiguity by accepting that all ideas have both 
positive and negative sides. While seeing both sides, the positive 
needs to be the focus. Parents must spend time communicating 
with their children in order to accomplish this end. 

Students must be able to sort the choices they face and rank 
them. They will have to make decisions throughout life. Be
cause they are mulit·talented, they can do a great many things, 
except a day only has 24 hours. For example, when choosing 
between extracurricular activities, they need to answer a num
ber of questions: What do I want from the activity? How en
joyable is the activity? How beneficial is it? How much time 
and effort are involved? 

Families of people who become creative/productive adults 
share three characteristics. These families have a strong emo
tiona! base. They have high expectations for their children. 
And, they have firm and consistent discipline. 

A "significant other" is important in the development of 
the gifted child. A "significant other" is someone other than 
the parents who love and support the young person. Parents 
should convince their youngsters they need mentors, then 
help them find mentors by creating situations where the 
child and possible "significant others" come into contact. 
When the match is made, parents should be supportive and let 
the "significant others" know how important they are to the 
children. 

Management skills are necessary to handle the knowledge 
that comes so easily. Students don't realize that plans some
times go awry. They need to know what can go wrong as well 
as right and what to do in each Case. When students are learn
ing these skills, the change in behavior needs to be measur
able. Make the task small enough to be accomplished in a 
relatively small time. Change should be foliowed up daily_ 
That way, the sup'Jort is always present and positive. 

Gifted kids need friends! Parents can help their children 
find friends and be friends. They need both their chronolog
ical and intellectual peers. 

Mrs. Juntune concluded her presentation by emphasizing 
the role of the father. She said that studies show that after 
the age of ten, the father is the more influential of the two 
parents. Every gifted girl who succeeds has a positive father or 
father figure. The father must show love and affection to the 
gifted boy as wei! as the gifted girl through all the years, 
not only the first few. 

Parents do make the difference! 

§~~~~~~~~~~~~~v~~~~~§ 

I AM CONTENT § 
§§ My house is small, but I don't mind. ~ 

I am Content for now. 

§ Poverty has struck us, but 1 don't mind. 
§ I am Content for now. § 
§ 1 have Love and Happiness. § 

I am Content for now. § 
§ Evelyn Dawn § 
§ 6thG~de 
~ North Middle School § 
. Edinburg, Texas §< 

§<.Q'"l.q;<.Q"1o.U><bl<..Q'>cQo<4n.q.o..O'">'.Q;~-..('/.<-O'><-O'>..q'<.Q><Q><Q-...q, 



PLEASE POST 

NEWSWORTHY NOTES 

wce again this SUiTIll2r a variety of special 
programs will be available, desigped especially 
for gifted students. Througj1 these programs stu
dents have extended oportuni ties to explore spe
cial topics reflecting their interests and special 
abilities. Please take a£lvantage of these pro
grams. Challenge and enrich the lives of your 
gifted students. Crntact e3Ch institution for 
additional infomation-msts, dates, locations, 
and registration procedures. 

GIFTED STUDENTS INSTITUTE 

DAY CAMP: 

Explorations - - Bytes and Pieces (Ages 8-11) 
lii.g)1 Tech Experiences (Grades 3-8) 
Galactic Odyssey: AdventlLre in Theater 

(Grades 3-7) 
Microcorrputers for Ccmruter Students 

(Grades 6-8) 
Microcorrputer M3gic (Grades 5-7) 
CA'IS Sumnerstars '83 (Grades 5-11) 
Field and Stream: A Study in Applied P€havioral 

Research (Grades 6-8) 
Aquatic Adventure Througj1 the Thxas Hill Country 

(Grades 6-9) 
Frun Curanderismo to Corrputers (Grades 6-9) 
Min.'1esota Wilderness Canoeing Program 

(Grades 8-12) 
W::>rlds to Explore (Grades 6-9) 
Programning the Mind for Planet Th:rth 1~Em2t1t 

(Grades 6-10) 
InEges of the Future: Creating a Better Thtmrrcw 

(Grades 8-11) 
Vivre Ell Francais! (Grades 9-12) 
Vivir En ESpanoll (Grades 9-12) 

(For additional infomation contact Urura Allard, 
.I\ssociate Director, Gifted Students Institute, 
6u Ryan Plaza Drive , Suite lil7, AI'lington, 
Thxas, ')'6:)11, 817/355-7143.) 

TEXAS A & M UNIVERSITY 

Galveston Island Adventure (Grades 7-11): 

Archi tectl.1re 
M3:rine Biology 
Microcarputers 
Ocean Geology' 
Space Science 
Veterinary Medicine 

(For additional infoITlRtion, contact Dr. William 
R. Nash, Director, Gifted & Thlented Institute, 
L'eparbrent of Educational PsydDlogy, Thxas 
A & M University, College Station, Thxas, 77843, 
713/845-1831. 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY 

"Sh3ke Hands with Your Future" (Grades 5-9) 
"Sh3ke Hands with Your Future" (Grades 10-12) 

(For additional infomation contact Mary Anne 
Speck, Division of Crntinuing Education, Pox 
4110, Texas Tech University lubbx:k Thxas , , , 
7'k9-4110, 2<:6/742-2353.) 

DANA HALL SCHOOL 

"Dma Hall Residential Surrne:r Program" 
(Grades 9-11) 

(For additional infomation, contact Frances 
O'Leary, Dma Hall Surrne:r, Dma Hall School 
Wi.J.lesley, M3ssachusetts, 02181, 617/235-3010.) , 

(TAGT: M & M cant. from pa~e 1) 
Association for Gifted Children Conference in 
Philadelphia. Advantages for members include 
a 25 percent discount on regular coach fare, 

pre-arranged transportation from the airport 
to the hotel, and sightseeing tours. Additional 
information will be forthcoming, Other board 
action included allocating annually $100 per 
regional repi~esentative to defray expenses in
curred in contacting potential members. 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 

The 
have 

FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 18-20, 1982 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

proceedings for 
recently been 

our TAGT conference 
published. If you 

are interested in receiving a copy, compli-
ments of the Texas Association for the 
Gifted and Talented, please notify Ann 
Farris, Tempo Editor, Killeen Independent 
School District, P. O. Box 967, Killeen, 
Texas, 76540. 



Little Whiz. 

Allow me to introduced to you Rawson Stovall, 
the pride of Alta Vista Elementary School and 
the ALPS gifted program, Abilene Independent 
School District. Rawson, the head of Rawson Enter
prises, a company set up to handle his writing 
and drawing business, is taking the video industry 
by storm. He is eleven years old, a video 
game connoisseur, and the author of "Video Beat,1I 
a column appearing in 100 newspapers, including 
the Waco Tribune, Zapata County News, El Paso 
Times, Odessa American, San Antonio Light, and 
San Jose' (California) Mercury. His column informs 
consumers of new games and new publications and 
provides tips on how to play the games and a 
list of high scores around the country. Rawson 
recently returned from an expense-paid promotional 
tour of IMAGIC--in San Francisco, Dallas, Chicago, 
and New York--where he was involved in more than 
thirty newspaper, magazine, radio, and television 
interviews. 

Bigger Than Life 

Here I S an inside tip from Rawson: "Video games 
are going to last longer and be bigger than the 
Hula Hoop or ping pong. lt 

Not one to limit his horizons, Rawson de
scribes himself as an actor, artist, author, 
bookworm, 
received 
Volunteer 
old. Now, 

cartoonist, poet, and rockhound. Rawson 
tr.e Governor!s Award for Outstanding 
Services when he was only 
at the age of 11, he has 

nIne years 
been asked 

to write an article for Video Games magazine. 
He has written three books (two children 1 s books 
and one science-fiction novel); he has designed 
four text-only gameSj he expects to be able to 
design a video game with graphics by May. 

Don 1 t be surprised if late one night you dis
cover Rawson being interviewed by Johnny Carson 
(or vice versa) j just remember where you heard 
it: Rawson Stovall means business. He is a small 
boy with big plans. 



Check one: 

TEXAS ASSOCIA.TION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

Parent 

Counse 1 OJ" 

Administrator 

Fifth Annual Conference Evaluation 
November, 1982 

Teacher (K-3) 

Teache!" (4- 5) 

Teacher (6-8) 

Teacher (9-12) 

Other 
TOTAL RESPONDH'G: 365 

This evaluation form is designed to elicit your reactions to the conference in its entirety. 
Please circle the number which best represents your reactions to each of the items below: 

Strongly Strongly f\verage 

1. -rhe pre-conference workshops made a 
valuable contr'ibution to the conference. 

2. The conference ""'las '/;,'ell ~orga.nized. 

3. J\dequate infor'mation was made availa:)1e 
before the conference. 

4. I gather'ad subs'tantial information while 
attend i ng thi s confer'ence> 

50 I can B.pPY what I 1 ealRned at 
this conference. 

6_ Keynote speakers made a. va-!uable 
cont)"-i but"] on to the conference. 

7. The student ente,tainment made a valuable 
contribution to this conference. 

b. I liked having some small group 
sessions repeated. 

9. Overall, I consider this conference to 
have made a valuable contribution to the 
gifted education movement. 

10. Activities designed for the children's 
participation were appropriate and 
Tlon target. I! 

11. An ideal 1 ength for sma 11 group 
sessions is .... 

12. An appropriate length for the TAGT annual 
conference is .... 

Agree 
4 

1 n7 v, 

235 

109 

173 

198 

232 

194 

158 

242 

100 

137 
(1 hr.) 

4 
(1 day) 

[i'[ :;agree Response 
3 0 1 N/.'. L , 

- ---------_._------_.-
25 11 6 1 07 ~ ,:; 

It..i ..... ,'-, 

69 31 2 0 3,5 

80 50 17 5 3 < 1 

108 25 3 3 5 

101 24 3 3,-5 

74 10 2 3.7 

36 25 4 11 3.6 

60 10 10 ., . 
o.b 

58 8 3 o , -
.J • / 

52 12 116 3.6 

157 11 1 0 
(H hr.) (2 hr. ) (2l hr. ) 1-H hrs. 
43 144 116 0 

(lldays) (2 days) (2 days) 2-21 days 

OVERALL AVERAGE RESPONSE: 3.6 



TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED/TALENTED 

The following is a list of local associations for gifted/talented education, located throughout 
the state of Texas. It is our goal to establish a network of communications between TAGT and 
these local associations and among the local associations themselves. In order to be effective, 
the list should be both complete and accurate. For additions, deletions, or corrections, 
please notify Ms. June Cox, Director, Gifted Students Institute, 611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 
1119, Arlington, Texas, 76011. 

ALICE 
Mrs. Lynn Field 
Allee ISO Gifted Ed. Assn. 
1220 Rose Drive 
Alice, TX 78332 

AMARILLO 
Ms. Jan Busby 
Amarillo Assn. for Gil 
101 W. Fifth Street #100 
Amarillo, TX 79101 

ARLINGTON 
Mr. John Dowdy 
Arlington Assn. for Gil 
P. O. Box 14038 
Arlington, TX 76103 

AUSTIN 
Central Texas Assn. for Gil 
6002 Oakclaire Lane 
Austin, TX 78735 

8URLESON 
Burleson AGT 

140 E. Ellison 
Burleson, TX 76028 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
Jo Ann Bush 
Corpus Christi Parent 

Advisory Council 
4637 Mt. Vernon 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411 

DALHART 
Mrs. Jeanette Hunter 
Dalhart Parent Support Org. 
1314 Olive 
Dalhart, TX 79022 

DALLAS 
Mr. Dean Vanderbilt 
Richardson AGT 
9791 Maplehill 
Dallas, TX 75238 

DALLAS 
Richardson Assn. for Gil 
9411 Hunters Creek 
Dallas, TX 75243 

North Texas Council for Gifted 
9411 Hunters Creek 
Dallas, TX 75243 

DA nON 
Dayton ISO Gifted Assn. 
P. O. Box 457 
Dayton, TX 77535 

DUMAS 
PEGS Auxiliary 
P. O. Box 855 
Dumas, TX 79029 

DUNCANVILLE 
Mr. George Harris 
Parents Assn. for Gifted 
Ed. in Duncanville (PAGED) 

Duncanville ISO 
802 North Main 
Duncanville, TX 75137 

Mr. George Harris 
Duncanville Parents Assn. 

for GIT 
610 Wilson Court 
Duncanville, TX 75137 

EDINBURG 
Rio Grande Valley Assn. for 

G/T Children 
Pan American University 
Edinburg, TX 78539 

ENNIS 
Ms. Chris Cook 
Parents Involved in Education 
2407 Country Club Road 
Ennis, TX 75119 

FARMERS BRANCH 
Ms. Nancy Hardie 
Carrollton/Farmers Branch 

Assn. for GIT 
2731 Bay Meadows Circle 
Farmers Branch, lX 75234 

FORT WORTH 
Dr. Don Williams 
Birdville Assn. for G/T 
Birdville ISO 
6125 E. 8elknap Street 
Ft. Worth, TX 76117 

White Settlement AGT 
416 Suttonwood Drive 
Fort Worth, lX 76108 

GARLAND 
Ms. Emma Conner 
Garland AGT 
1305 Briar Hollow 
Garland, TX 75043 

Mrs. Phillip Hontz 
Garland AGT 
2437 Creekdale 
Garland, TX 75042 

GREENVILLE 
Ms. Ma~sha Fincher 
Greenville AGT 
503 Turtle Creek 
Greenville, TX 75401 

HOUSTON 
Mr. Robert Durham 
Houston Area Assn. for G/T 
7611 fernbrook 
Houston, lX 77070 

HUNTSVILLE 
Huntsville Assn. for G/T 
901 Oak Dri ve 
Huntsville, TX 77340 

IRVING 
Mrs. Nelda Davis 
Irving Assn. for G/T 
1022 N. Gloucester 
Irving, IX 75062 

KERMIT 
Mr. Charles Helmer 
Kaleidescope Parent Advisory Committee 
Drawer S 
Kermit, IX 79745 

KERRVILLE 
Ms. Lydia Rector 
Hill Country Assn. for G/T 
711 Mockingbird Lane 
Kerrville, TX 78128 

KILGORE 
Mr. Adam Hudson 
Kilgore Assn. for G/l 
602 Willow Bend 
Kilgore, TX 75662 

KILLEEN 
Ms. Debbie Calvert 
Killeen Talented ~ Gifted Assn. 
6635 Rose Street 
Ft. Hood, TX 76544 



KINGSVILLE 
Kingsville Assn. for GIl 
P. O. Box 853 
Kingsville, TX 78363 

Mrs. Clara Marcott 
Kingsville Assn. for G/l 
912 Hall Street 
Kin9sville, IX 78363 

MESQUIH 
Mr. Wilburn Nichols 
Mesquite AGT 
Rugel Elern. School 
2701 Sybil Dr. 
Mesquite, IX 75149 

Mesquite Assn. for G/T 
3203 Colony 

TE MPLf 
Temple Assn. for Gifted 
1701 N. 13th Street 
lemple, IX 76501 

TEXARKANA 
Texarkana AGT 
1500 Jefferson Street 
Texarkana, TX 75502 

Mesquite, IX 75151 
KINGSWOOD TYLER 

MIDLAND Dr. Ri ta Bryant 
Ms. Maria Galat 
Humble Area Assn. for G/T 
2035 Hickory Creek Drive 
Kingswood, TX 77339 

LAREDO 
Or. Hal Kanter 
Laredo AEGIL 
P. O. 80x 6234 
Laredo, IX 78041 

Laredo Assn. for G/T 
Education of Learners 
P. D. Box 2536 
Laredo, IX 78041 

LUBBOCK 
Ms. Sue Gladden 
Lubbock AGI 
816 Dover 

Lubbock, IX 

MARSHALL 

79416 

Dr. V. Rutledge McClaran 
Marshall Parents Organization 
Rosbrough Springs Road 
Marshall, IX 75670 

MCALLEN 
Ms. Pam Friend 
Rio Grande Valley lAG 
Rt. 1, Box 529 
McAllen, IX 78051 

Ms. Christene Warmbrodt 
Midland Assn. for G/l 
2604 Terrace 
Midland, TX 79701 

PALESlINE 
Palestine Assn. for GIl 
911 N. Sycamore 
Palestine, TX 75801 

PLANO 
~an Bonnenberge r 

President 
Plano Assn. for Gil 
Plano, IX 75075 

RICHARDSON 
Mrs. Sandra Brooks 
Richardson Assn. for Gil 
405 S. Grove Road 
Richardson, TX 75081 

SAN AN10NIO 
Ms. Jerren Adams 

San Antonio Assn. for 
G/l Children, Inc. 

P. O. Box 5340 
San Antonio, TX 78201 

SEABROOK 
Clear Creek Gil Assr.. 
4509 S. Flamingo 
Seabrook, IX 77586 

East Texas Assn. for the 
Gifted and Talented 

2909 Meado,lark 
lyler, IX 75701 

UNIVERSAL CIlY 
Mrs. Linda Parrish 
San Antonio Assn. for G/T 
331 Forest Trail 
Universal City, TX 78148 

WEBSIER 
Ms, Peggy Laethlaen 
Bay Area Assn. for G/l 
18101 Walnut 
Webster, IX 77598 

WHIlE SETlLEMENl 
White Settlement Assn. for Gil 

White Settlement Road 
White Settlement, IX 76108 

WICHIlA FALLS 
Ms. Sally P. Walker 
Wichita Falls Assn. for G/l 
4518 Ridgemont 
Wichita Falls, IX 76309 

Mr. Darrell Kirkland 
Wichita Falls AGI 
4701 N. Shore Drive 
Wichita Falls, IX 76310 

1--------------------------------------
I TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED ----'1 
I P.O. Box 14768 
I Ft. Worth Texas 76117 I 
I (B171831·0951 I 
I MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION I 
I NAME I 
I (Dr .. Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms.1 I 
I ADDRESS PHONE(sl / I 
I CITY ) I 

I 
STATE ZIP I 

__ New mem bership __ Parent __ Administrator (ESC Region __ I I 
I --Membership renewal __ Teacher (ESC Region ___ I __ Other 
, Enclosed are my' ----------- I 
I Annual Dues $ ($10-1 ndividual; $25-Friend; $50-Patron; $1 OO-Benefactorl I 
I TAGT DUES AND DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. I 
I __________ _ ___ (Ple:dup~ate~needed.~_______ I - ----____ -1 



OFFICEr~S 

.10 A!'.~"1 l-OVSTC. 

PRESt Df.:NT 

_'r,," FA."i1l:15 

F I R-S·;- V! n: ?R2S 1 Dr:~r:: 

~ F.1LLIA'S 

March~ lS83 

Dear Col"league: 

Flans are already undErway fOl~ the Sixth Annual Texas 
Associatiotl for the Gifted and Talented Conference to be 
held Novernb2r ·J7-'19~ 1983~ at the Americana Hote"! in Foy't 
Worth, Texaso The Local Arrangements Committee is currently 
soliciting individuals interested in making a presentation 
during the conference at one of the snlall group sessions. 

Small group sessions are planned for one hour and fifteen 
minutes. The conllnittee is interested in ident·if,ying o. 
wide range of topics relevant to educators and parents. 
Although TAGT does not have funds to defray expenses or 
provide honorariums for presenters, it is believed that the 
experience gained and the visibility provided to those 
presentoing ¥lill be professionally beneficial and personally 
rewardingo 

If you are interested in presenting a small group session on 
November 18 and/or 19, please submit the enclosed form no later 
than May 1. The committee ¥Ii 11 review all submitted abstracts 
and notification will be made in June. /Ilso, should you know 
others who might be interested in being a presenter, please 
feel free to either pass this information along to them or 
contact me at my school addresso 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Only 
through combined and dedicated efforts of all will our annual 
conference once again be a success. I look forward to hearing 
from you in the near futureo 

Sincerely, ~ 

";?zJ~~#<-#) 
Paul Do Slocumb 
President-Elect of TAGT 
Dickinson Independent School District 
P. O. Drawer Z 
Dickinson, TX 77539 
(713) 337-4501 

PDS:csb 

Enclosure 

P.O. Box 14768 - Ft. Worth, Texa8, 76117 - 817/831-0951 



TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

I wish to submit the following small group presentation for consideration at the 
TAGT Annual Conference, November 17-19, 1983, in Fort Worth. 

TOPIC: 

DESCRIPTION OF PRESENTATION: 

AUDIO-VISUAL NEEDS: 

TARGET AUDIENCE: (check one or more) 

Parents Teachers, Grade Ranges ---- ----------
Administrators (Please specify) 

----
_____ Others (please specify) 

Would you be willing to repeat the session for a second 1~ hour presentation? 
These would be consecutive sessions. 

____ Yes ____ No 

Contact Person: 
NAr~E TITLE 

School District/University/Other Affiliation 

School Address City Zip Code 

Home Address City Zip Code 

/ / 
School Telephone Home Telephone 

RETURN THIS FORM BY MAY 1, 1983 TO: Paul Slocumb, Director of Curriculum, Dickinson 
Independent School District, P. O. Drawer Z, 
Dickinson, TX 77539 
Phone: (713) 534-3581 or (713) 337-3681 



REGION III 
Helen Taulbee 
Regional Representative 

Plans are underway in the Calhoun County Independent 
School District tor the initiation of the second Super Summer, 
a program designed to provide learning enrichment opportu
nities for students in grades 6-9 who qualify far admission 
to Basic Skills Plus, the district's gifted and talented program. 
Super Summer is directed by Marilyn Parsons, coordinator 
of secondary gifted program~, and Mike Curran, secondary 
English teacher and assistant director of the CCISD Communi
ty Education Department. Community volunteers, parents of 
gifted students, and other intersted parties contribute their 
time and professional expertise without monetary compen
sation. Some volunteers serve as chaperones and provide trans
portation for the students. The cost of the workshops is 
minimal, and students may register for as many as they wish. 
The length of the workshops varies from one day to one week. 

Foilowing are the titles of course offerings provided last 
summer and which reflect the variety and richness of these 
learning opportunities for gifted students: 

How Do You Make Aluminum? 
A Day in Court 
Introduction to the Chemical Industry 
Marine Biology Field Trip 
Save a life (Cardiopulmonary 

Resuscitation) 
Industrial Medicine/Nursing in Action 
00 You Want to Be a Doctor? 
God Bless Animals--Large and Small 

(veterinarian medicine) 
Intoduction to Computers 
Shooting for Results (photography) 
Creati veWriti ng/ Journal i sm 

Plans for Super Summer '83 will include the addition of stu
dents in grades four and five and extension of course of
ferings for grades six through nine. 

Plans are also being formulated to organize a parent support 
group for gifted/talented education in the area. Region III 
ESC, in cooperation with the Victoria Independent School 
District,arranged for Laura Allard, Associate Director of the 
Gifted Students Institute, to speak on the topic of "The 
Parents' Role in Gifted Education" to administrators of gifted 
programs. Ms. Allard will also be helping parents make def
inite plans for organization of an advocacy group for gifted 
and talented education in this region. 

Wayne Craigen, Coordinator of Gifted Programs at Victoria 
iSO, and Helen Taulbee, Coordinator of the Region I! I 
Gifted/Talented Co-Op, recently presented Irving Sato, Di
rector of the National/State Leadership Training Institute of 
the Gifted and the Talented, who spoke to parents of gifted 
children concerning understanding the gifted child. Over 300 
people attended the first general meeting to begin organization 
of a parent support group. 

REGION VIII 
Patti Pierson 
Regiona! Representative 

SOCRATES is a district~wide program for academically 
gifted students in grades 3-8, implemented by the Paris Inde
pendent School District. A total of 120 students, twenty stu
dents per grade, are identified and served. Students remain on 
their regular school campus and participate in the program 
one-half day each week in a resource room with one g/t 
teacher provided for grades 3-5 and one gft teacher for grades 
6~8. 

Areas of giftedness addressed by the program are genera! 
intellectual ability and creative/productive thinking ability. 
Third, fourth, and fifth grade curriculum focuses on higher 
level thinking skills in the areas of creative thinking, fore
casting, reasoning, decision making, planning, and research. 
Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade activities emphasize computer 
programming, independent study, Future Problem Solving, 
and the application of higher level thinking skills introduced 
and developed in grades 3, 4, and 5. Curriculum for all six 
grades includes affective development activities to enable each 
student to become more aware of and to cope with giftedness. 

An individualized approach to learning is employed in the 
program. Learning experiences are organized around individual 
needs and interests of the students. 

Evaluation of the SOCRATES program con~iders both 
management objectives and student ojectives to assess program 
effectiveness. Objective data are collected from pre·post cri
terion-referenced test measures, evalution rating instruments, 
and student products. Subjective data are coilected from 
the g/t teacher, parents, and/or regular school staff confer
ences and from comments and observations recorded on evalua
tion rating instruments. 

REGION X 
Suzee Oliphint 
Regional Representative 

The ninth and tenth grade TAG students at the new Dallas 
magnet have been studying the culture and language of the 
French people. After an in-depth study the students, with 
the guidance of their French teacher, Margaret Summergili, 
planned and implemented a Mardi Gras Extravaganza. The 
students constructed masks and other Mardi Gras decor and 
turned a classroom into the streets of New Orleans. Special 
foods were served; Dixieland music was heard; and a celebrat· 
jve mood was felt by all. Special guest speakers gave an added 
touch of rea! ity; 

At the Vanguard for Gifted Students at K. B. Polk, also 
Dallas ISO, two Fridays a month are considered "Fabulous 
Friday". For two hours in the morning, students in grades 
4·6 may choose one special interest class to attend. Topics 
range from city government to candy-making. People from 
the community are used to teach these special sessions. Tele
vision personalities, sports figures, and government/business 
leaders give their time and expertise. One Friday during the 
year, the tables turn to "Friday Fabulous." This is where 
the students become the teachers, and they teach their parents 
and teachers. 



In the Allen Independent School District, nineteen teams 
of students, grades 6-12, are participating in the Texas Future 
Problem Solving contest. In addition to this, middle school 
students are actively involved in a "Can You Solve It?" con
test, using problems published in the GeT magazine. 

March winds are blowing a whirlwind of activities for Piano 
PACErs and their teachers and families. Parents are finishing a 
workshop with Dr. Judith Keith, "Dealing vl/ith Emotional 
Needs of Gifted Youngsters," offered through PISD's Adult 
and Continuing Education Program. Gifted students were 
among the forty-seven students entering the Dallas Regional 
History Fair March 10th. Whiz Quiz coaches are meeting to 
plan the district's grades 9-12 competition. Sunday Fun-day is 
scheduled at UTD for March 27. Sponsored by the Plano 
Association for Gifted and Talented and coordinated by 
parents, the special day will offer to Plano students a pot
pourri of activities for fun and learning. 

REGION XI 
Betty Fuller 
Regional Representative 

Project Challenge was designed and implemented in 1980-81 
in the Cleburne Independent School District. The project 
was designed to develop, increase, and challenge thinking skills 
through and in addition to the basic schoo! curriculum. The 
program was originally implemented at J_ N. Long Elementary 
School and Fulton Elementary School. This school year the 
program was expanded to Coleman Elementary and Cooke Ele
mentary Schools. The program is operational in grades 4, 5, 
and 6 at the four elementary schools. Extensions and implica
tions of the program are being applied to Cleburne Junior High 
Schoo! and Cleburne High School honors programs, as we!1. 

The area of giftedness served is genera! intellectual ability 
for approximately 150 students. The students are referred by 
classroom teachers or by parents. The referral scores and the 
individual assessment data of e3ch student are weighted and 
prioritized according to the records and recommendations 
from the screening committee. The selection committee, 
composed of the principal, classroom teacher, and the gifted/ 
talented teacher, makes the final determination for place
ment. 

The identified students' individual needs are the basis for 
curriculum pianning through cluster grouping and mini-study 
projects. The students participate in the projects on a regularly 
scheduled basis, 225 to 600 minutes per week. The instruc
tional arrangements are clusters, special classes, and indepen
dent study work. Available objective and subjective data are 
utilized to develop individual and group educational planning 
with an emphasis in language arts. The individual campus 
design and scheduling determines the subject matter areas; the 
reading, language arts, science, and socia! studies curricula are 
subject area choices_ The basal curricular materials are used; 
however, adjustments and expansions of basic concepts are 
emphasized. The sixth grade social studies has been designed 
to develop abstract thinking, reasoning skills, higher cognitive 
processing, problem solving, creative abilities, and expansion 
of individual talents. 

The project is coordinated by an elementary principal. The 
school campuses and personalities of student populations 
and staffs are a consideration for basic program design and 
implementation; the coordinator works with and through the 
campus principal and staff. Assessment, planning, goals, and 

evaluation are incorporated into the deSign. Community and 
parent involvement are integral elements in the support system. 

Region XVI 
Donna Clopton 
Regiona! Representative 

Students in Wellington lSD's GATE (Gifted and Talented 
Enrichment) program are really enthusiastic about the recent 
enrichment activities in which they have participated. During 
one day of visitation in St. Anthony Hospital's Surgical OR 
rooms, the young people observed two open heart by-pass 
surgeries, a periodontal surgery, a cholecystectomy (gall 
bladder removal) and a prostate removal. The four students, 
along with their teacher, Mrs. Deanna Van Pelt, dressed in 
complete hospital greens, ate in the hospital cafeteria and 
visited with surgeons. One sophomore boy was even mistaken 
for a new intern. 

On another day, students in grades 6-12 toured the Vernon 
Regional Center facilities for an all-day observance of how 
citizens who find it difficult to cope with life are rehabil
itated and often returned to society as productive citizens. 
The personnel also presented a slide program of their drug cen
ter and demonstrated the paraphernalia for various drug usage 
confiscated from the young people who were helping. 

Another combined trip to Lubbock to the Texas Tech 
Museum, Moody Planetarium, and Ranch Heritage Museum 
was a highlight of GATE's fall activities. The students also 
toured the Texas Tech campus. Th students were especially 
impressed with the historically accurate manner in which the 
buildings of the Ranch Heritage Center were reassembled 
from the original area. The students' principal accompanied 
the group as bus driver so he could share and observe, too. 

Several Panhandle area school districts are working hard 
to organize support groups for local GIT programs. One new 
group, the Dalhart Parent Support Organization (Dalhart PSOj 
for Search, Probe, and Quest, was formed on December 6, 
1982, when a constitution was accepted at the oranizational 
meeting. The constitution gives guidance, purpose, and direc
tion to the actual operation of the new organization. Mrs. 
jeanette Hunter, a parent and member of TAGT, was elected 
president along with several other officers who will also chair 
committees. Meetings will be held bi-monthly, with a news
letter to be published on alternate months. One of their first 
projects is sponsorship of a magic show to raise money. 

REGION XX 
Pat Long 
Regional Representative 

The San Antonio Association for Gifted and Talented will 
again this summer offer an exciting enrichment program. 
Under the direction of Mrs. Dee Moynihan, French teacher at 
MacArthur High School, NEISD, San Antonio, the program 
will include approximately forty classes. Included are ocean
ography, aero-dynamics, chemistry, electronic microscope, 
astronomy, advanced computers, geology, and physics. One of 
the most exciting classes will be held in Hawaii at Brigham 



Young University. Study will include island culture and 
ocean-oriented experiences, such as scuba, snorkling, outrigger, 
etc. This class is filled and has a waiting list. All classes are 
limited and include grades 5-8. 

The Northside Independent School District, San Antonio, 
will hold a Mentathalon for all 7th and 8th grade students 
on March 30 and 31. N ISO has gifted programs for grades 
3-12. 

Trinity University in San A.ntonio will again offer a summer 
program for· the gifted and talented. There wi!! be two sessions 
of four weeks each with different topics schedu!ed. According 
to Chris Harwell; coordinator of the Saturday morning gifted 
experiences, a research program vlfil! begin in the fa!! of 1983. 
Through a grant from the Brackenridge Foundation, a three
part study will be conducted to examine the following: 
1) the attitude of Bexar County school administrators toward 
gifted programs, 2) factors in the home lives of well-adjusted 
gifted students, and 3} a longitudinal study modeled after the 
Terman study of the 1920's. 

'1M Of .. .., .. 
HATS OFF TO 

Regional Representatives 

Writing differentiated programs of instruction is one of the 
most important ways vlfe support gifted students. HO'll/ever, 
the written programs are virtually worthless until and unless 
they impact classroom teaching for those students. Much 
the same is true of the goals of TAGT. As lofty and ambitious 
as they are. the achievement of each one depends almost 
entirely on the grass roots power of the organization. the 
Regional Representativ{'s \0 the Board 0' iJ:,·ectors. 

Olle of the most impDrt"',t functions of this group is to 
serve as a membership r.omm;~tee. The committee is chaired 
by the Second Vice·Presi::ler:L, who assists them in their duties 
as needed. In working ,0 incnO'ase membership, they contact 
key people in each regio,; to keep abreast of new gifted pro· 
gram personnel who rrlight not know about TAGT, As an 
arick-d Incentive this year, the Board has announced a member· 
ship ccm"l2st, with de,ails (prize, time frame, etc.) to be final· 
i;:ed at the Awil board meeting in Austin. To boost the 
campaign, leiters and membership applications have been 
sem to approximately four hundred p<'lrents and educators 
who are active supporters of gifted education but not members 
ofTAGT. 

In a broader vein, the Regional Representatives work to 
increase awareness of gifted education across the state. They 
do this by making themselves available for parents' meetings 
and attending ESC meetings for gifted education whene.ver 
possible. Ot course, they also help to keep members abreast of 
happening~ ~roLlnd the state by vwiting articles for this nevl!s· 
letter. Since January, they have e,'en developed a network of 
communication among themselves to share successful ideas 
and to encourage or,e <l:',cthei' !r: ~h":i spare time, they work 
diiigently to influence 'egislation co,lcernir'9 gifted education 
at the state ;8\181. Some have sent letters to ali TAGT memb~rs 
in their ;'egions, idcntifying legislators and u:ging member" 
to write letters and make phone cails 00. behalf of gifted stu· 
den:s. 

YOLI can 5ee that this year'~ Represematives just about 
\NrClte the book on Eager BeaVNS. Stiii, they need you I' help 
te· make TA.GT the best it can be. If you are nct certain who 
represents your region, you will find a list of representatives 
in each issue of the Tempo. Contact them about q~estions, 
concerns, or needs that you feel might be met by the organi· 
zation. l(eep them informed about the excellent programs 
and e'Jents in your district or area. You might even take 
time to drop a line or make a phone cali to say, "Thanks 
for You!" 

(This article was submitted by Kay Weise, TAGT's Second 
Vice·President and Coordinator of Gifted Programs for the 
Conroe Independent School District.) 

"1M .... oeM 

REVIEW OF 
PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 

Editor's note: 

Dr. Kay Walther, Assistant Professor of Educa· 
tion at Pan American University in Edinburg, has 
graciously agreed to act as an assistant editor for 
the Tempo. Her primary responsibility is to re
view professional literature related to gifted ed
ucation and to a!et·t our readers to recommended 
readings. Because Dr. Walthe,· is so very widely 
read, her contributions are significant. 

Ross, R. Storyteller. Columbus, Ohio: Merril, 
1980 . 

This small paperback is for the "omnivorous" 
teacher (a term borrowed from Bruce Joyce) who 
is searching for more than activities of others for 
a gifted classroom. Ross describes a system for 
developing storytelling ski!is in the reader and in 
others; the content is e;(tremely relevant to 
language development in young gifted children and 
·for language and experience use in older children. 
He gives pr3co:ical suggestions for incorporating 
the techniques of storytelling into the reader's 
teaching repertoire. Chapters deal with flanne! 
boards, puppets, choral reading, singing and danc
ing, and reading aloud, aiong with finding and 
developing story ideas. Ross is both a teacher of 
storvtelling and a storyteller himself. 

Haensly, P. A., and Roberts, N. M. The pro
fessional productive process and its implications 
for gifted students. Gifted Child Quarterly, 
1983, 27(1),9.12. 

Using questionnaire responses from professionals 
in a variety of fields, the authors draw implications 
which can assist teachers of gifted students in 
facilitating the process of independent investiga
tion. The article is oraanized into the fol!owing 
sections: lnspiration, P~eparation, Products, Task 
Commitment, Obstacles, and Role of Audience. 
Under the category of "Preparation," for example; 
only 11 percent of lhe professionals reported that 
the\! needed no new skills .in the preparation of' a 
project. Suctl information is both comfoning ana 
cilaliengi(lg to gifted students and their teachers, 
who may discard ideas merely because the student 
lacks some process ski!! development, People using 
the independent or group investigations suggested 
by Renzulli's Enrichment T!·iad Model might well 
find encouragement in this article which acknowl· 
edges the difficulties in the "real world" in the 
development and eXecutiun of products and which 
suggests the integration of the Triad components 
which may be necessary if students are to investi
gate real problems. 

I , I 
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"For Your TAGT Files" 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED & TALENTED, INC. 
1983 Executive Board 

Jo Ann Houston, President 
1817) 481-5575 

Paul Slocumb, President-Elect 
1713) 337-4501 

Dr. Ann Farris, First Vice-President 
1817) 526-8361 

Kay Weise, Second Vice-President 
1713) 756-7751 

Dorys Dickey, Secretary 
(512) 658-6371 

Dr. Charies Patterson, Immediate Past President 
1817) 526-8361 

Dr. Don Williams, Executive Vice-President 
1817) 831-0951 

Ann Shaw, Ex-Officio Board Member 
1512)834-4451 

Regional Representatives: 

Assistant Superintendent 
Grapevine-Colleyville ISO, 3051 West Highway 26 
Grapevine, TX 76051 IRegion XI) 

Director of Curriculum 
Dickinson ISO, 527 Whitewing 
Dickinson, TX 77539 (Region IV) 

Director of Secondary Curriculum 
Killeen ISO, P_O. Box 967 
Killeen, TX 765401RegionXII) 

Coordinator of Gifted Programs 
Conroe ISO, 702 N. Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 IRegion VI) 

Curriculum, Director 
Judson ISO, P.O. Box 249 
Converse, TX 78109 IRegion XX) 

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
Killeen ISO, P.O.Box 967 
Killeen, TX 76540 (Region XII) 

Director, Support Services 
Birdville ISO, 6125 E. Belknap 
Ft. Worth, TX 76117 IRegion XI) 

Program Director for Gifted Education 
Texas Education Agency, 201 East 11th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 IRegion XIII) 

I Dee Trevino, Gifted & Talented Coordinator, McAllen 150,2000 N_ 23rd St., McAllen, TX 78701 1512)686-0515 
II Sally Defenbaugh, Consultant, ESC Region 11,209 N. Water, Corpus Christi, TX 78401 1512)833-9288 
III Dr. Helen Taulbee, Consu!tant, ESC Region III, 1905 Leary Lane, Victoria, TX, 77901 1521)573-0731 
IV Mary Tallent, Gifted Program Coordinator, Cypress-Fairbanks ISO, Box 40040, Houston, TX 770401713)469-7320 
V Thelma Dowies, Elementary Supervisor, West Orange Grove Consolidated ISO, P.O. Box 1107, Orange, TX 77630 

1713) 886-4462 
VI Nancy Roberts, Department Of Education Psychology, Texas A & M University, College Station, TX 77843 (713) 845-1802 
VII Brenda Gilliam, Teacher/Diagnostic Consultant, Tyler ISO, 1308 N.L. King Blvd., Tyler, TX 75702 1214) 595-3448 
VIII Pattie Pierson. Aiken Elementary, Paris 150,3100 Pine Mill Rd .. Paris, TX 75460 (214) 785-6451 
IX Nina McNeill, Gifted Coordinator, Wichita Falls ISO, 1104 Board St., Wichita Falls, TX 763081817)723-4197 
X Suzee Oliphint, Talented & Gifted Program Specialist, Dallas ISO, P.O. Box 372, Dallas, TX 752151214)4264170 
XI Betty Fuller, Consultant, Hurst-Euless-Bedford ISO, 1849 Central Dr., Bedford, TX 76021 1817)283-4461 
XII Jean Kemp, Teacher, Belton 150,2010 N. Beal, Belton. TX 765131817)939-3535 
XIII Evelyn Levsky-Hiatt, Education Specialist II, Texas Education Agency, 201 E.11thSt., Austin, TX 78701 (512) 834-4451 
XIV Kathy Aldridge, Crockett Elementary, Abilene 150,32825_ 13th St., Abilene, TX 79605 1915)698-8992 
XV Dominick Greco, Director, Department of Recreation, Howard Payne University, P.O. Box 398, Brownwood, TX 76801 

1915) 646-2502 
XVI Donna Clopton, College of Education, West Texas State University, Canyon, TX 79016 (806) 656-3607 
XVII Sue Gladden, Head Teacher, Child Development Center, College of Home Economics, Texas Tech University, Box 4170 

Lubbock, TX 79409 1806) 742-3022 
XVIII Mary Beck, Parent, 4309 Arroyo Dr., Midland, TX 797031915)697-3373 
XIX Dr. B. J_ Moore, Consultant, ESC Region XIX, P.O. Box 10716, EI Paso, TX 79997 (915) 779-3737 
XX Pat Long, Parent, 11105 Vance Jackson Rd., San Antonio, TX 782301512) 696-1852 

Committee Chairpersons: 
June Cox, Research 
1817) 265-7143 

Jimmie Jean Owen, Legislation 
(817) 756-7494 

Laura Allard, Finance & Scholarship 
1817) 265-7143 

Director, Gifted Students 1nstitute 
611 Ryan Plaza Dr., Suite 1119 
Arlington, TX 76011 IReg;on XI) 

Consultant, Region XII ESC 
P.O. Box 1249 
Waco, TX 76703 (Region XII) 

Associate Director, Gifted Students Institute 
611 Ryan Plaza Dr., Suite 1119 
Arlington, TX 76011 (Region Xl) 



March I, 1983 

Dear Friend: 

I wish to encourage members of the Texas Association for the 
Gifted and Talented and local superintendents to assist the 
Texas Education Agency in its efforts to have quality programs 
for gifted students in every school district in Texas. As you 
know, the State Board of Education requested $19 million for 
programs for gifted students for the 1983-84 biennium. Although 
the Legislative Budget Board reduced this request, TAGT is working 
very hard to get a major portion of the funding that was cut 
returned to the program. 

On March 28, the Texas Education Agency is distributing 
applications for state funding in a general mailing to all 
superintendents. Nothing would be more exciting than to have 
as many districts as possible apply. Funding is available at 
$150 for each student identified and served, up to 5% of the 
ADA of the grade levels in the program. While this money is 
not meant to supplant local funds, the amount which districts 
receive is helpful in providing quality staff development, in 
purchasing additional materials or providing release time so 
curriculum may be written. Districts currently receiving state 
funding know how important this assistance is in providing 
appropriate services to gifted students. 

School districts interested in applying for funding may contact 
the Texas Education Agency or their Education Service Center. 
Smaller districts may investigate cooperative projects that are 
developed and coordinated by many of the Education Service Centers. 
Please be watching for the application and consider applying for 
state funds. 

Sincerel~, .'~ / I 
4o~c:N&4~--. 

Jo linn Houston, President 
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 

TAGTTempo 
P.O. Box 14768 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76117 
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