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From the President 
This will be my last letter to you as 

president of TAGT; therefore, I would 
like to take this opportunity to reflect 
upon some situations and happenings 
which I feel are significant to OUf pro, 
fessional association. 

As you may recall from the last issue 
of the Tempo, Laura Allard has been 
named Executive Director of T AGT. 
The association will profit from Laura's 
experience and commitment to gifted 
children. With Laura's appointment, 
however. a very special person is getting 
a much deserved rest, Dr. Don Williams. 

Don Williams has served as Executive 
Vice President for TAGT since March, 
1982. Prior to this he served a term as 
V ice President and two terms as treas
urer of this Association. As Executive 
Vice President he has taken care of the 
numerous daily business operations. 
Without his commitment TAGT would 
not be where it is today. Don is Director 
of Support Services for the Birdville 
Independent School District. In spite of 
his full time job and its many demands, 
he has made the time to attend to the 
affairs of the association and to be ac
tively involved in the Birdville Parent 
Association. 

He has worked each year with the 
hotels to make arrangements for our 
annual conference. The registrations 
and the many problems which go with 
the collection of money have also been 
Don's duties. Additionally, he has had 
the task of keeping our mailing list up
to-date, handling the investments of the 
association to assure its fiscal stability, 
making the arrangements for the 
Executive Board meetings, and facilitat~ 
ing the printing for the association, each 
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year. The telephone calls, mailings and 
maintenance of the association's records 
have been ongoing tasks. As the associ~ 
ation has grown, so have the tasks. 
T AGT is indeed appreciative of Don 
and his many contributions at a very 
crucial time in its history. On behalf of 
the membership I say, ~~Thank you, Don, 
for your commitment and sharing your 
talents with us. We sincerely appreciate 
you. " 

The 1984-85 school year is going to 
be a year of change. With the recent 
passage of House Bill 72 and Chapter 
75, change is inevitable. This change, 
however, is both exciting and challeng~ 
ing. It is a time for us to reflect upon 
what we are doing and why we are 
doing it. Chapter 75 has given us an 
opportunity to coordinate our efforts 
with the mainstream program. The pass~ 
age of House Bill 72 has illustrated a 
need for us to better communicate needs 
of the gifted and what school districts 
must do to help meet those needs. Al
though the overall funding of gifted edu
cation was not decreased, neither was it 
increased. We do not have the funds to 
serve all the gifted students in Texas. 
After competing for the dollars available 
for gifted education, many school 
districts experienced a decrease in fund~ 
ing because of the new formula used to 
calculate the distribution of state funds. 

It is imperative that T AGT become 
more politically involved by making 
more legislators aware of the needs of 
our gifted students. Parents and educa~ 
tors must communicate with their legis~ 
lators. The T AGT Executive Board will 
be actively involved in the effort; how
ever, they will need your help. As the 
Board articulates their plan~of~action, 
you will be notified and asked to help. 
The follow-through on the part of the 
membership will be essential if the 
Board's plan is to be effective. The 
efforts of only the Executive Board are 
not enough; we need the involvement of 
all 2,000 TAGT members. 

Your Executive Board has spent a 
great deal of time this year redefining 
their role and the priorities of T AGT. 
Our growth has expanded our responsi~ 
bilities and duties to the membership. 
Because professional associations are 
dependent upon volunteerisffi, and 
because of our expanded responsibili~ 
ties, efficient organization and clarity of 
purpose are a must. The Executive 
Board has met this challenge, and will 
continue doing so next year. Our 
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TACT Tempo 

Editorial 
Committee 

Teacher IStudent News 
Thelma Dowies 
Elementary Supervisor 
West Orange Grove CISD 
P.O. Box 1107 
(400)886-4462 

Research in Gifted Education 
Donna Clopton 
Principal 
Gene Howe Elementary School 
5108 Pico 
Amarillo, TX 79110 
(806) 355-6501 

Focus on Parents 
Dr. Rita Bryant 
(Parents Advocacy Group) 
School of Education 

and Psychology 
University of Texas at Tyler 
3900 University Blvd. 
(214) 566-1471, ext. 331 

Dr. Bertie Kingore 
(Parent Education) 
Director of the Threshold 

Program for Gifted Youth 
Hardin-Simmons University 
Drawer E 
Abilene, Texas 79698 
(915) 677-7281, ext. 355 

Advertising 
Kathy Aldridge 
Crockett Elementary 
Abilene ISO 
3282 S. 13th Street 
Abilene, Texas 79605 
(915) 698-8992 

If you have any items in these four 
areas that you would like to see includ
ed in the Tempo, please contact the ap
propriate Assistant Editor. They are 
eager -to know your interests, even if 
you have only a suggestion for them to 
gather information about. Input from 
the membership will help the Tempo 
truly meet the needs of its readers. So 
please let us hear from you. 

T AGT thanks these outstanding pro
fessionals for donating their time and 
energies toward the growth of the 
organization and this publication. 



TAGT: 

Movement and Momentum 
Because of various schedule conflicts, 

the Executive Board did not hold its 
usual summer meeting, but will meet in 
Austin on September 15. However, the 
Movement and Momentum of the 
Association have not diminished or 
waited. Our new Executive Director, 
Laura Allard, is busily setting up the 
TAGT office in Austin, preparing for 
conference registration, and learning 
while she attends to the innumerable 
details of Association operation. Presi; 
dent-elect Dee Trevino has spent the 
past several months planning the fall 
convention and is now making final 
arrangements. 

This issue's Letter from the President 
makes a clear call for increased member
ship involvement ahd active leadership 
to attain the level of support we need for 
gifted education. We must, as he urges, 
continue to work toward more meaning
ful action to serve all gifted students in 
our state. 

At the same time, we would do well to 
reflect on the substantial progress we 
have made over the past year - to 
revel a bit in the Moment, if you will. 
Our membership has increased at an 
incredible rate. We have managed, 
through the dedication of people like 
Don Williams, to maintain our move
ment forward under rather difficult 
conditions-with Association responsi
bilities scattered across the state. Now 
we have centralized our operations with 
the employment of an Executive Direct~ 
or. 

President Paul Slocumb is to be highly 
commended for his active leadership 
this year. He has taken the responsibility 
and initiative of executing some major 
decisions of the Executive Board. 

Though we are a long way from 
achievement of some significant goals, 
we have every reason to take pride in 
where we are right now. In this, my last 
communication as your Tempo Editor, I 
would like to applaud the entire Asso
ciation for what it is-what you have 
made it-right now. Unfortunately, the 
pace of our lives doesn't lend well to 
enjoyment of today; we spend much of 
our time focusing on tomorrow. As a 
parting thought, I want to share with you 
my own reminder to appreciate the here 
and now. 

Anticipation 

Is the pot of Gold the rarest Treasure? 
Or does the Prism Arch give Most Delight? 
We follow the rising ribbon of the Way to 

What we think is precious beyond all knowing 
And often pass too fast - explore too little -
Missing the radiant blend of Brightest Moments, 
Which surely matches glitter at the end. 
We might give All to gazing at Our Prize 
And sadly ignore the blue blend into violet 
Or yellow into red. 
We might allow impatience to rob us of 
Untold Enlightment - to blind us to 
Hues and colors unknown in our feeble imaginings. 
Why do we sacrifice the Joy of the Reach? 
It likely satisfies more fully 
Because it still can lead to Any Promise, 
Not bound by predetermined visions, 
Filling crevices once Bleak 
With Astonishing Light. 
If wise enough, we savor the radiance, 
Not presuming to love only the grasp 
Of our limited dream of what awaits. 

Kay Weise 
First V ice President 
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Annual Conference 

Conference Institute Features 
Outstanding Presenters 

The annual conference will again kick 
off with a full day (Thursday) of in
depth institutes covering a wide range of 
timely topics. TAGT is proud of the 
high quality of these all-day sessions and 
the expertise brought to us by the pres
enters. Recognized nationally and state~ 
wide as leaders in the field of gifted 
education, these experts include the 
following: 

Dr. Joe Renzulli and Dr. Sally Reis 
(University of Connecticut at Storrs) 
Dr. Renzulli, author of the Renzulli
Hartman Scales for Rating the Behavior
al Characteristics of Gifted Students and 
the Learning Styles Inventory, along 
with the Enrichment Trial Model, has 
given us many of the ideas which are 
basic to Gifted Education in Texas. 

Dr. Reis is an innovative teacher of 
the gifted who has worked with Renzulli 
applying, refining and developing the 
Trial Model in her own classroom and in 
working with other teachers in extend~ 
iug the research on gifted education to 
students. 
Title: Curriculum Compacting: Making 
Chapter 75 Work for the Gifted 

Lila Macaluso and Diane Busche 
Lila played a leadership role in the early 
development of gifted education in the 
Houston area and in the State. She is the 
founder and director I owner of the 
Oaks Academy, a school for gifted 
students in the Houston area. 

Diane Busche, an associate of Mrs. 
Macaluso at The Oaks Academy, is also 
an experienced teacher and developer of 
gifted programs. 
Title: The Young Gifted Child: The 
Promise and Challenge 

Bob Rhoads 
Teacher, counselor, and assistant princi
pal in Round Rock ISO, Bob was a 
"standing room only" presenter at the 
1983 TAGT Conference. Teaching the 
skills of personal growth, Bob brings 
gifted students and teachers of the gifted 
to self-understanding that frees them to 
reach to their limits of academic achieve~ 
ment. 
Title: Self-Acceptance for the Gifted 
Student: The Teacher's Role 
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Paul Slocumb 
President of TAGT, Paul is Director of 
Curriculum for the Dickinson ISO. He 
has organized a K-12 program for gifted 
in his district and organized a process~ 
oriented curriculum for the program. 
Title: From Scope and Sequence to 
Unit Development: What Do You 
Want For Your CurriCulum? 

Dr. Peggy Kress 
Dr. Kress is Director of Gifted Educa
tion for the Houston ISO and has been 
engaged in research on teacher qualifica~ 
tions for gifted programs. Publication of 
her findings is forthcoming this year. 
Title: The Teacher Characteristics That 
Make for Success in a G/T Program 

Dwayne Trammel 
Dwayne is a former teacher of the gifted 
in Dallas ISO and is currently a consul
tant for McGee~Cooper Enterprises. 
Title: Potato Chips, Panty Hose, and 
Thinking: Is Business Doing Better? 
Accept No Substitutes for Joy in Learn
ing? 

Carmen Petzold, Ph. D. 
Dr. Petzold is a licensed psychologist 
and acting director of the Suicide and 
Crisis Intervention Program for Hous
ton ISO. She conducts a private practice 
in Houston and has made over forty 
presentations for various groups on the 
subject of suicide over the past year. 
Title: Gifted Kids Can Be Suicidal, Too. 

Dr. Kay Walther 
Dr Walther, as a faculty member at Pan 
American University, developed gradu
ate coursework in gifted education and 
has served as consultant to districts for 
their GIT programs. She has directed 
three Gifted Students Institutes and led 
several districts in the development of 
Advanced Honors curriculum under 
Chapter 75. She is currently an admini; 
strator at St. Francis Episcopal School in 
Houston. 
Title: Honors Curriculum: Tailoring 
the Essential Elements to Meet The 
Needs of the Gifted 

REMINDER 
A NEW membership year began on September 1, 
1984. That means that if you have not paid dues 
since June 1, 1984, your membership is not 
current. Because we realize that the change in 
membership year may have caused some confu
sion, we have mailed this issue of Tempo to all 
1983-84 members. We did not want members to 
miss the convention issue because of oversight or 
misunderstanding. If your membership has ex
pired, please renew as soon as possible. You will 
find a membership application on page 13. 



SAMPLE TOPICS FOR SMALL GROUP SESSIONS 

SPECIFIC STEPS IN ORGANIZING 
VIABLE SUPPORT GROUPS 

DEVELOPING MIDDLE SCHOOL G/T 
SCIENTISTS 

CREATIVITY COLLAGE 

AWAKEN YOUR SLEEPING GENUIS 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION AND 
GIFTED CHILDREN 

SELECTING TEACHERS FOR THE GIFTED 

FLASH MATH 

THE TEXAS ACADEMIC DECATHLON 

IMPROVE PR AND TEACHING TRAINING 
THROUGH CLASSROOM LESSONS 

DIFFERENTIATING SECONDARY G/T 
PROGRAMS - METHODS & MATERIAL 

CREATIVITY AND THE EDUCATION OF 
ARCHITECTS 

INTRODUCING PRIMARY STUDENTS 
TO INDEPENDENT STUDY - METHODS & 

MATERIALS 

READING AND THE GIFTED STUDENT 

SMALL SCHOOL GIT PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT, IMPLEMENTATION, 

COMMITMENT AND PROBLEMS 

MATH-SCIENCE COMPUTER LAB FOR 
GIFTED/TALENTED STUDENT 

HEY! LET'S WRITE ON THE WALL! 

HOW ADMINISTRATORS CAN HELP THE 
GIFTED CHILD IN THE REGULAR 

CLASSROOM 

WARM-UP TO CREATIVITY -MAKINGTHE 
HEMISPHERIC CONNECTION 

SERVING THE ALMOST GIFTED AS WELL 

WORKING THROUGH BLOOM'S 
TAXONOMY WITH HIGH SCHOOL 

SCIENCE STUDENTS 

WRITING WELL ELECTRONICALLY: 
MICROCOMPUTER-MEDIATED WRITING 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE GIFTED AND 
TALENTED 

LET'S MAKE LOGO MUSIC 
GIFTED STUDENTS-USING THE 

COMPUTER AS A TOOL 

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY 11th GRADE 
RESEARCH PROJECT 

A DARING INSERVICE PLAN: 
STRETCHING CLASSROOM WALLS 

SUGGESTED CURRICULUM FOR 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT - ENGLISH 

TALES: FANTASY, FAIRY AND FOLK 

TASK COMMITMENT, TEMPERAMENT, 
AND INTELLECTUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

OF GIFTED/HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 

TESTS & SCORES 
FACT AND/OR FICTION 

IMPLEMENTING A HIGH SCHOOL 
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM 

GIFTED STUDENTS SPEAK UP: 
WHAT WE WANT OUT OF SCHOOL 

THE ROLE OF THE COUNSELOR IN 
SUPPORTING THE UNIQUENESS OF THE 

GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENT 

ADAPTING FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING 
SKILLS TO THE HISTORY CONTENT AREA 

PLANNING UNITS FOR A GIFTED 
HISTORY CLASS 

A LATIN PROGRAM FOR GIFTED UPPER 
PRIMARY AND INTERMEDIATE STUDENTS 

CAN CHILDREN BE PHILOSOPHYERS? 

A TIME MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR 
UNDERACHIEVING GIFTED STUDENTS 

BUILDING DIVERGENT THINKING INTO 
G/T CURRICULUM 

ALTERNATIVE CAREER EXPLORATION 
FOR G/T HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

PARENT STUDY GROUPS 

THREE CHEERS FOR VOLUNTEERS 

USE CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 
GIFTED CHILDREN?! 

YOU'VE GOTT A BE KIDDING! 
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In September 1984, the Department 
of Education at Trinity University 
opened the Research Center for the 
Gifted and Talented. This new research 
center, funded by the George W. Brack
enridge Foundation of San Antonio, is 
directed by John H. Moore, Murchison 
Professor of Ed";cation and Chairman of 
the Department of Education at Trinity 
University. The Research Center is 
staffed by three graduate students: Sue 
De Hoyos, Rosemary Hord and Alice 
Narvaez. In addition a number of 
undergraduate students enrolled in 
teacher education programs at Trinity 
serve as assistants. 

The first principal research project of 
the Gifted and Talented Research 
Center was a comprehensive study of 
the Gifted and Talented programs in the 
Bexar County Independent School Dis
tricts. The program coordinator or 
director for each district completed a 
survey which described the nature of 
their program. This information includ
ed the philosophy of the program, 

(f. • • The results of 
this study reveal that 
gifted children pos .. 
sess a great deal of 
knowledge about 
computers at this 
early age [kinder .. 
garten] .•. " 

identification and selection of students, 
the number of students and teachers in 
the program, the selection of teachers, 
funding, evaluation, and the future 
scope of the program. The results from 
this comprehensive study reveal some 
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During [his time of tight money and strict 
accountability, it is important that our OfT 
programs be defensible, and research is the 
medium through which l,ve can make this deter
mination. This anide describes the research 
being done at Trinity University's neti' Research 
Center for [he Gifted and Talented. 

similarities and differences among the 
districts. For example, most of the dis
tricts do not differ with regard to the 
identification and selection of students 
and teachers as well as the process for 
evaluating the program. The differences 
between the districts lie mostly in the 
areas of funding and curriculum. The 

H ••• an awareness of 
the considerable 
number of gifted 
children not achiev .. 
ing up to their full 
intellectual potential 
•.. gifted under .. 

h o 

" ac levers . .. 
majority of the Gifted and Talented 
program directors possess a positive 
attitude about the future scope of their 
program in that program growth, expan~ 
sian and modification are anticipated. 

The Texas Education Agency's newly 
designed curriculum plan for the State's 
schools includes an initial exposure to 
ncomputer literacy" for young children, 
beginning with the kindergarten level. 
There are no state~adopted textbooks or 
teaching materials on computer literacy 
for the kindergarten level child at this 
time. As a prerequisite to the designing 
of such a curriculum, it would be 
important to know what children of this 
age already know, what conceptualiza~ 
tions these children already have 
acquired about computers, and what 
attitudes they hold toward them. Such 
knowledge would provide the basis for 
teaching, re~teaching, eradicating rnis~ 
conceptions, and individualizing in~ 
struction to meet the needs of each 
youngster, no matter where he falls on 

the continuum of knowledge or experi~ 
ence. A second research project dealt 
with gifted/talented kindergarten-level 
children and their knowledge and 
attitudes toward computers. Approxi~ 
mately 80 to 90 children, representing 
the three levels of socio,economic back~ 
ground, were individually interviewed. 
This interview consisted of questions 
that attempted to elicit the children's 
knowledge and preconceived notions 
about computers, the extent of actual 
experience they possessed in playing or 
working with computers, and their 
attitudes about computers. The results 
of this study reveal that gifted children 
possess a great deal of knowledge about 
computers at this early age. Many of the 
children have played or worked with a 
computer, and some have computers in 
their homes. However, the majority of 
this knowledge and experience comes 
from their experiences of playing with 
video games. The majority of the chil
dren hold a positive attitude toward 
computers, viewing them as helpful in 
learning to read and write and helpful 
for adults in their work. 

The recent focus upon the gifted child 
has awakened an awareness of the 
considerable number of gifted children 
not achieving up to their full intellectual 
potential, known as gifted underachiev~ 
ers. The purpose of a third research 
project was two-fold. First, the learning 
patterns of gifted children were identi~ 
fied and explored; and secondly, each 
subject's academic achievrnent was 
compared with his/her measured intel
lectual ability, thereby screening for 
underachievement. In the spring of 
1984, the research staff administered a 
full battery of educational tests to 49 
elementary school children. The battery 

t( F ° . .. uture proJects ... 
include investigating 
the principal's percep.
tion of and attitudes 
toward the gifted and 
talented program . .• " 
consisted of extensive individual intelli
gence testing, individual achievement 
measurment with concentration on 
math and reading learning patterns, as 
well as individual measures of self
concept, school attitude, neurological 
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HAPPENINGS 

REGION IV 

MARY 
TALLENT 

The Brazosportl Angleton Support 
Group for Gifted and Talented spon
sored a Summer Learning Experience 
for the children of their members. The 
parents felt that their children had 
limited outlets available for expanding 
their creative talents. They, therefore, 
decided to pool their knowledge and 
share it with each others' children. In 
this way the children were allowed to 
sample a wider variety of activities than 
were currently available in the area. The 
children are ftom both the Angleton and 
the Brazosport Independent School 
Districts. 

The 18 separate offerings ranged from 
arts and sciences, to music and cultural 
field trips for ages 4 through 14. Classes 
were geared for different age groups. For 
instance, younger children were taught a 
valuable lesson in a First Aid course, and 
enjoyed a tour of the local hospital, 
combining serious instruction and fun. 
Older children enjoyed exposure to 
another culture with a Spanish course 
which included the language, archaeolo
gy and customs of Mexico. 

Admission for each family was 12 
hours of instruction time. In some 
instances both parents shared the 12-
hour fee, and classes were scheduled to 

fit parents' free time. Carpools were 
invaluable for transportation to the 
homes or class locations. The parents 
chose from their fields of expertise and 
shared their skills with those who were 
interested. Many children were sur
prised to learn that parents have talents 
to share with their youngsters' peer 
group. 

Critique sheets were completed for 
each session. The data will be used to 
upgrade next year's program to match 
the interests of the children more close
ly. New members for the parent associa~ 
tion have been gained through word of 
mouth about the summer program, and 
quite a few green eyes have been noticed 
around town. 

The Summer Learning Experience 
was conceived and organized by Katie 
Hobizal. It took a lot of energy and effort 
to get the members signed up and the 
schedule planned. A large posterboard 
calendar became the centerpiece of 
Katie's dining table for a month. By the 
end of the month the three months o{ 
summer were completely mapped out 
with activities for everyone. 

Many new friendsips were born and 
will hopefully endure since the program 
plans to be an annual affair. The first 
year's trial and error run has taught 

I many lessons and should make subse
quent years bigger and better. It was a 
positve summer experience as exhibited 
by the students' reluctance to leave once 
class was over. A better tribute would be 
hard to find. 

Submitted by 
Mary Swann 

REGlONVII 

REBA 
SHUMACHER 

There has always been a spirit of 
camaraderie and sharing among 
educators in the Region VII area of East 
Texas, who are responsible for the 
development and implementation of 
gifted programs. Never was the spirit 
more apparent than August 7-8 at the 
First Annual Region VII Gifted/Talentd 
Workout, sponsored by the Region VII 
ESC and area school districts. 

The !!Workout" was the culmination 
of much planning by area educators who 
saw the need for a workshop spotlight
ing awareness of gifted for regular class
room teachers and administrators. The 
two~day (!mini~conference" held at 
Clarkston Elementary School in Tyler, 
Texas featured, as speakers, area educa~ 
tors with expertise in gifted education. 
The one hundred twenty participants 
who attended the two~day HWorkout" 
became more aware of the need to 
provide special services for gifted 
youngsters as they attended sessions 
describing identification and character~ 
istics of gifted, Flash Math, Texas Future 
Problem Solving, conducting oral inter
views, Chapter 75/Gifted, mentor 
programs, guidance and counseling for 
gifted, science programs for gifted, 
developing a gifted program, Olympics of 
the Mind, working with parents of gifted, 
teaching strategies, and Renzulli's Rewlv
ing Door Model. Participants were able to 
choose from 20 sessions which they 
could attend during the ttWorkout." 
Members of the Tyler Friends of the 
Gifted and the Tyler ISO participated by 
providing break-time refreshments and 
special entertainment. 

Region VII ESC Consultants for 
gifted and participating school district 
personnel were so encouraged by the 
response to the sessions that they are 
already making plans for the Second 
Annual Region VII GiftedlT alented 
Workout to be held in the Summer of 
1985. 

cant. p. 8 
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REGION XII 

A TlPICAL SUMMER 

JEAN 
KEMP 

I did not have a typical summer-I 
had a TIPical summer. I had the pleasure 
of participating in Duke University's 
Talent Identification Program for gifted 
and talented students. Now, to most 
teachers a dream vacation is NOT 
spending three weeks with 350 junior 
and senior high school students after 
teaching them all year long, but the TIP 
program is an exception to the rule. This 
three weeks is surely one of the high
lights of my teaching career. TIP is a very 
well organized program, with a nice 
balance between structured instruction 
and free time that gives the kids time to 
be I!kids." 

There are several factors which make 
the program successful. First, the TIP 
staff and instructors all seem to be very 
dedicated to the program. The student is 
their top priority, and it is very evident 
that countless hours have been spent in 
the planning of the courses, schedules, 
etc. The TIP staff has acquired an excel
lent faculty to teach the courses-cours~ 
es which include such areas as writing, 
language (Spanish, German, Latin, 
Russian), advanced mathematics, inter~ 
national relations, chemistry, and 
computer science-just to mention a 
few. The instructors include particularly 
gifted college students, college profess
ors, and public school teachers. I had an 
opportunity to meet and visit with most 
of these instructors, and I am very 
impressed with their expertise and their 
caring attitude toward their students. In 
addition to the instructors, there is a 
staff ofT A's (teaching assistants). Most 
of these are high school and college sru
dents with special expertise in a field of 
study. Also essential to the program is a 
staff ofRA's (resident advisors). Many 
of these are college students with exper~ 
ience in counseling. These RA's are 
especially important because they live in 
the dorms with the students and serve as 
counselors, social directors and as links 
between the students and the instruct~ 
ors. 
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Another strengrh of the program is 
the content of the courses. I participated 
as aide and instructor in the Writing II 
course, and I can personally vouch for 
the fact that it is a very challenging 
course. In this course, the students have 
to read four novels before they arrive, 
and must read assorted short stories, 
poems, and readings during the three 
weeks. On the basis of these readings, 
they must write and re~write a total of 
four papers, one of which requires 
extensive research and an oral presenta~ 
tion of 10-15 minutes. The instructor of 
this course, Dr. Mark DeLong is a very 
skilled teacher who does not allow all 
this work to be drudgery. His variety of 
teaching techniques including lecture, 
films, music, discussion, library visits, 
filed trips, and peer critique helps keep 
the course interesting as well as 
challenging. I found myself so engrossed 
that I sat and took notes like a college 
student-68 pages of notes to be exact. 

The final reason for the program's 
success is the scheduling. Although the 
students are in class six hours per day 
Monday through Friday, and l1 day on 

ft ••• There were 
many Texas students 
involved in the TIP 
program this year . .. 
they made a tproud 
showing' at Duke ... " 

Saturday, and most are required to 
attend a study hall each night, there is 
still time left for the kids to enj oy their 
new friends at TIP - ftiends from all 
over the United States. There are many 
kinds of activities planned for the 
TIPsters including several dances, a toga 
party, a luau, an Olypiad, a talent show, 
African dance lessons, movies, and a 
series of Chinese seminars conducted by 
a teacher ftom Shanghai. Many of the 
staff and instructors participate in these 
activities and this seems to draw the staff 
and students closer together. 

Overall, there were very few discipline 
problems in this large group of students. 
I think this is true because the program 
has been well planned, has an excellent 
staff, and is geared toward really 
challenging each individual student. 
There is much hard work required of 
each student, but there is still time for 

each student to be what he or she is-a 
TIPical, if not quite typical, teenager. 

There were many Texas students 
involved in the TIP program this year. I 
became acquainted with several of these 
kids and can say that they made a 
({proud showing" at Duke. I hope even 
more of our kids will be involved next 
year. It is an exciti~g experience for our 
gifted students to be involved in such a 
dynamic program and be given the 
opportunity to meet kids from all across 
the nation who are just as unique as they 
are. 

Donna Carpenter 
Belton High School 

REGION XVI 

DONNA 
CLOPTON 

Summer programs in Region 16 kept 
parents and teachers busy and provided 
a large number of students with interest~ 
ing activities and a chance to acquire new 
skills. 

Mrs. Jeanette Hunter and Mrs. Kathy 
Pollard, who are driving forces in the 
Dalhart Parent Support Organization 
and members of TAGT, teamed up to 
coordinate and administer the Dalhart 
summer program for children through 
adults. The fifteen different classes 
included several popular sports 
activities as well as classes in computers, 
drawing, oil painting, calligraphy, and 
modeling and personal development. 
This program took advantage of the 
G!T srudents by using them as teachers 
and! or aides. 

The PEGS Auxiliary, Dumas ISO's 
support organization, continued its 
successful summer program for children 
in grades K-12. Mrs. Cathy Kiser served 
as coordinator this year in addition to 
completing her third year as program 
administrator. The program included 12 
classes and one field trip to Palo Duro 
Canyon. In an attempt to add variety 
this year, several classes were combined 
into one fine arts class which included 
calligraphy, drawing, water color, and 
flower arranging. New classes included 
carpentry, a bicycle workshop and a 
needlework class which offered instruc
tion in several kinds of stitchery and 



needlepoint. The Dumas program is 
open to any interested child but is geated 
toward the gifted or talented child in 
each area. Children from Amarillo and 
other surrounding towns are included. 

REGION XX 

PAT 
LONG 

The San Antonio Association for 
Gifted and Talented Children has again 
this summer offered a host of adven
tures for GIT students. Among the 
most papluar seminars were the ocean~ 
ography and anthropology trip to 
Hawaii in June, the oceanography tour 
on the University of Texas Marine 
Science Laboratory research vessel, 
accompanied by Dr. Richard Tinnin, 
head of the Marine Educational Ser
vices for the University of Texas, and a 
four-day foreign language seminar at the 
MoRanch, Hunt, Texas, with a choice of 
French, German or Spanish. 

Also offered were courses on mime 
and movement, ham radio, archery, how 
digital things work, typing, making 
cabbage patch dolls, thinking dynamics 
and over 35 other equally interesting 
programs. 

This year's summer enrichment pro~ 
gram was in association with Ursuline 
Academy. 

On Saturday, September 29, from 
9:00 to 4:00, the SAAGTC will be offer
ing a mini-conference, developed by 
Margie Irwin, coordinator of secondary 
GIT programs for Northside Independ
ent School District. Dr. Charles Patter
son, Assistant Superintendent, Killeen 
ISD will give the opening address. 

Seven small group sessions running 
concurrently will follow Dr. Patterson's 
address. These will include: 

1. How to Organize an Effective Parent 
Group 
Presenter: Dorys Dickey 

2. Helping Children Learn Through the 
Use of Artifacts 
Presenter: Institute of Texas Cultures 
Staff Person. 

3. Gifts in Small Packages 
Presenter: Candice Spence, San 
Antonio College 

4. Repeat of Skin Hunger (from morn
ing session) 

5. Duke University Talent Identifica
tion Program 
Presenter: -Annette Turrentine, 
Teacher ., 

6. Putting on Our Thinking Caps 
Presenter: Patty Bones, 
Teacher 

7. Talented Program/Fort Sam Hous
ton ISD 
Presenter: To be announced 

For more information about the 
SAAGTC write: 

SAAGTC 
P.O. Box 5340 

3. Skin Hunger: A Caring Way of Dealing 
With Others 

San Antonio, Texas 78201 

Presenter: Fran Hoffman 
4. Influencing Legislation 

Presenter: Martin Meltz, M.D. 
5. Being Gifted and Feeling Good 

Presenter: Jerron Adams 
6. Everychild's Every day 

Presenter: Cynthia Herbert 
7. What To Do When You Don't Know 

What To Do?? 
Presenter: Cindy Plunket 

After a break for a brown bag lunch, 
seven afternoon sessions will begin with 
following offerings: 
1. Educating GIT Students (What we 

can expect from New Legislation.) 
Presenter: Frank MadIa 

2. Right BrainlLeft Brain Functioning 
Presenter: Don Hodges, Ph. D. 

((The teacher who is 
wise does not bid you 
enter the house of his 
wisdom, but rather 
leads you to the 
threshold of your 
own mind." 

Kahlil Gibrian 
The Prophet 

TAGT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, November 14 
Registration 

Thursday, November 15 
Registration 
Conference Institutes 

7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M. 

8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 
2:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

Border Buttermilk Weleome 
First General Session (Dinner) 

6:30 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 

Friday, November 16 
TAGT Executive Board 

Breakfast Meeting 6:45 A.M. - 8:15 A.M. 

Friday, November 16 
Registration 
Second General Session 
Small Group Sessions - I 
Small Group Sessions - II 
Small Group Sessions - III 
Small Group Sessions - IV 
President's Reception 

Saturday, November 17 
Registration 
Third General Session 
Small Group Sessions - V 

7.30 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. 
8:30A.M. 
9:30A.M. 

7:30A.M. 

11:00 A.M. 
2:00 P.M. 
3:30 P.M. 
6:30 P.M. 

9:00A.M. 
8:00A.M. 
9:15 A.M. 

Small Group Sessions - VI 
TAGT Annual Business Meeting 

10:45 A.M. 
12:15 P.M. 
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Affiliate News 

Parent/Community Groups Invited to Affiliate 
T AGT is urging all parenti com

munity groups interested in gifted/ tal
ented education to affiliate with the state 
association. Affiliating with T AGT 
costs the local association nothing in 
dues. It does, however, provide signi
ficant returns to both the local and state 
association. 

To affiliate, the local association must 
have twenty people or ten percent of its 
membership, whichever is greater, who 
are also members of TAGT. In return, 
TAGT will give one free registration to 

the annual conference for every twenty 
people that are in both associations. 
This year, that conference will be held in 
McAllen, Texas, from November 15-17. 
Additionally, we are hoping that during 
the upcoming legislative session, T AGT 
will begin sending information bulle
tins on a semi ... monthly basis to update 
affiliates on important meetings and 
legislation that concern education. In 
this way, affiliates can assist T AGT in 
quickly informing its membership of 
pressing issues and in assuring vocal 

support for gifted education. 
In the future, this column will be 

devoted to the concerns and successes of 
local affiliate associations. In the next 
issue, we will highlight some of the local 
associations and let you know of the 
important activities that are taking place 
around the state. 

If your association is interested in 
affiliating with TAGT, please complete 
the form below and return it to Evelyn 
Levsky Hiatt, 2nd V ice President, 
TAGT, P.O. Box 1991, Austin, Texas 
78767-1991. 

r--------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

Application for Affiliate Membership 
Requirement: Twenty people or ten percent of the membership (whichever is greater) of the local association must 
be members of the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented (T AGT). 

NAME OF LOCAL ORGANIZATION: _____________________ _ 

NAME OF LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRIcr(S) SERVED BY THE ORGANIZATION: 

ESC REGION NUMBER: ______ _ 

ADDRESS OF LOCAL ORGANIZATION: 

AREA CODE AND TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

LIST OF CURRENT OFFICERS: 

1. PRESIDENT: 

ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE): 

2. VICE PRESIDENT(S): 

3. SECRETARY: 

4. TREASURER: 

Please attach a membership roster of your loeal organization. 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Evelyn Levsky Hiatt 

P.O. Box 1991 
Austin, Texas 78767 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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Parents Can! 

Literature: A Catalyst for Thinking 

Reading to children and reading with 
children presents a natural apportunity 
for parents to encourage their chil~ 
dren's higher level thinking. Sharing a 
wide variety of literature can serve to 
initiate communication, moral reason; 
ing, and evaluative thinking among 
family members. The following list is a 
beginning. The suggestions are intended 
to stimulate interaction and personal 
invlovment as literature is enjoyed 
together. Each selection is coded as most 
appropriate for preschool (P), early 
elementary (EE), or older elementary 
and secondary (ES) aged children. 

ALEXANDER AND THE TERRIBLE, 
HORRIBLE, NO GOOD, VERY BAD 
DAY (EE, ES) by Judith Viorst (Athen
eum, 1972), tells the events of one day 
in the life of a young boy. Family 
members can talk about the most horri~ 
ble day they have ever had. What events 
or circumstances would make a terrible, 
horrible day for us next week? Each 
family member might complete the 
following sentence and share some 
amusing fantasy: I would like _.,---__ 
to have a very bad day because 

ANIMALS SHOULD DEFINITELY 
NOT WEAR CLOTHING (P, EE) by 
Judi Barrett (Atheneum, 1970) is a 
funny look at animal life. Ask children 
to make a statement they believe in and 
then defend it thirteen different ways 
just as Barrett did in the story. 

BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (ES) by 
Katherine Paterson (Crowell, 1977) is a 
beautiful and sensitive story of friend
ship, family and death. It is an outstand
ing choice for reading aloud together 
and sharing the many emotions and 
issues. 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF 
MEATBALLS (P, EE, ES) by Judi 
Barrett (Atheneum, 1979) is the tale of 
Chewandswallow where the weather 
"rains" the daily supply of food for the 
townspeople. Stop reading the story 
before the sanitation department is 
introduced and figure out a way to solve 
the problem of the food that is not being 
consumed. Stop reading the story before 
the people move to a new town and 
brainstorm alternatives to help the 
townsp~ple survive. 

by Bertie Kingore 

DEEP IN THE FOREST (P, EE) by 
Brinton Turkle (Dutton, 1976) is a 
hilarious reversal of the Goldilocks' 
failry tale. Tape record a child making 
up his/her own words to tell the word
less book. A particularly good ac
tivity during a car trip would be for 
the family to work together to 
create a reversed version of 
another favorite fairy tale. 

FABLES (P, EE, ES) by Arnold Lobel 
(Harper and Row, 1980) consists of 
twenty original fables based on a variety 
of animal characters. Let children make 
up different morals for a favorite fable in 
the book. Compare these fables with 
those written by Aesop. 

THE GIVING TREE (EE, ES) by Shel 
Silverstein (Harper and Row, 1964) is a 
cleverly written look at love and sharing. 
Also read aloud "The Other Giving 
Tree" by Jackson and Dell (LAN
GUAGE ARTS, April, 1979) and 
discuss the values implied by each 
version. 

THE HOMECOMING, DICEY'S 
SONG and SOLITARY BLUE (ES) are 
three books by Cynthia Voigt (Athen
eum, 1981, 1982, 1983) which relate 
the lives of some of the same family 
members. The sequels provide the 
opportunity to follow a long-term char
acter development. Compare how Dicey 
matures in the three books. Plot her 
journey on a map. 

IF I WERE IN CHARGE OF THE 
WORLD AND OTHER WORRIES 
(EE, ES) by Judith Viorst (Atheneum, 
1981) contains 41 witty poems which 
paint a real-life portrait of children and 
the way they think. Read the title poem 
and list how your family would change 
the world if they were in charge. Read 
'Trn Not" and ask family members to 
tell three things they are not and then 
share three things they are. 

IRA SLEEP OVER (P, EE) by Bernard 
Waber (Houghton Mifflin, 1972) is a 
sensitive look at a child's need for his 
nighttime teddy bear. It provides a good 
opportunity to discuss what things we 
rely on to emotionally support us as 
children and adults. 

JUMANJI (EE, ES) by Chris Van Alls
burg (Houghton Mifflin, 1981) creates 
an exciting adventure out of a board 
game. The unusual and haunting quality 
of the art should be discussed. Brain
storm additional situations that could 
happen if other animals were added to 
the book. 

THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE (EE, ES) by C.S. Lewis 
(Macmillan, 1950) is an intriguing ad
venture in the magical kingdom of 
N arnia. Young children love the exciting 
story. Mature readers can discover the 
multiple layers of meaning and identify 
the metaphors inherent in the story. 

MAGIC CAMERA (P, EE) by Manus 
Pinkwater (Dodd, 1974) encourages 
children to think about what they could 
see with a magic camera. Compare this 
book with the delightful photographs in 
LAUGHING CAMERA FOR 
CHILDREN by Hanus Reich. 

NOAH'S ARK (P, EE) by Peter Spier 
(Doubleday, 1977) presents a comical 
and uniquely insightful version of this 
timeless Bible story. Search the story 
together for the complex and fascinating 
concepts hidden in the minute details of 
Spi.er's illustrations. 

OWLIVER (P, EE) by Robert Kraus 
(Windmill Books, 1974) provides an 
opportunity to talk about growing up. 
Let children follow the story pattern and 
create new endings to the story: When 
Owliver grew up he became a ___ _ 
because 

cant. p. I3 
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W.T.S.U.'s Gifted and Talented Insitute: 

My favorite childhood game was play
ing dress-up. My friend and neighbor, 
Linda, was the lucky recipient of a treas
ure trove of her mother's friends cast~ 
off formals, evening wear, and fluffy 
frou~frou. I cannot imagine now how 
many hours we spent dressed in a slinky 
satin nightgown which magically turned 
us into Rita Hayworth as t(Gilda", or in 
a voluminous pink tulle, which turned 
us into Deanna Durbin, singing opera 
songs in a western saloon (not at all para-

An Observation 
by Betty Pelfrey 

from the Greeks and the Trojans con
cerning «the" war. 

Gifted and talented students are 
apparently quite long on ideas, and most 
of them are quite long on confidence, 
too. There was no reluctance in express
ing a thought, yea, even a shouting 
match might be more to the point. With 
Candy's stimulating leadership, each of 
the participants conttibuted an abund
ance of ideas, most of the~ in character 
for the role they had been assigned: 

tt ••• 20 little modern .. day Olympians . .. 
were now the Olympian Council and would 
hear discussions from the Greeks and the 
Trojans concerning tthe' war . .. " 
doxical to us at the time), or in an 
unusual red jersey dress with a very tight 
bodice and a million tiers of ruffles, 
which turned us into the most Spanish 
of dancers, stopping short of Carmen 
Miranda, because our mothers wouldn't 
allow the fruit bowl off the kitchen table 
and onto our heads. So the day Candy 
asked me to help her drape togas on 20 
little modern-day Olympians, I thought 
I was a child again and had the chance 
once more to enter that wonderful realm 
of imagination. Oh, I loved that! 

tt ••• Gifted and 
talented students are 
apparently quite 
long on ideas, and 
most of them are 
quite long on confi .. 
dence, too. . ." 

And how lovely to find so many 
compatriots! Every would-be Olympian 
seemed to enjoy it as much as I-save 
Larry, whose ideas did not include his 
body being draped in white. They eager
ly adorned themselves; and as soon as 
they were seated in a circle, Candy told 
them they were now the Olympian 
Council and would hear discussions 
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Zeus, Hera, Athena, Venus, Diana, 
Aries, Apollo, Mercury, Helen, and 
others. The conversation was so flowing 
that occasionally the boy who was play
ing Neptune felt it incumbent upon him 
to rise and shout albeit with a slight 
speech impediment: ! !Order on 
Olymputh! Order on Olymputh!" By 
the end of the discussion, those wishing 
to be heard-most of the entire class
had had enough of Neptune's bossiness, 
and to a man, they would respond: "Oh, 
shut up!"-save Larry, who would say, 
sotto voce: !!Stow it, Fish~face." 

And speaking of Larry, as an example 
of the fast-moving thought of the gifredl 
talented student, Larry had conceded to 
being toga-draped, but his toga became 
in fast succession a lariat; a bandage for a 
head wound, a la WWII; a ghost cos
tume; a vest for Napoleon to insert his 
hand into; and a toga again. 

One student, who had not read much 
mythology heretofore, misunderstood 
his neighbor's name and pronounced it 
with great clarity: "Clyde M. Nesstto". 
And that legendary beauty, Helen of 
Troy, was played by a small vociferous 
redhead with a thick braid down her 
back, who at last returned reluctantly to 
Menelaus with a series of deliberate 
across~the~floor squeaks of her tennis 
shoes. 

Consideration, however lofty, did not 
erase chronology. The child among us 
who was black drew a magnificent Zeus 
on our mural, a black Zeus. One of the 

august Olympian Council members 
once said in exasperation: "Why do you 
pick a dorky 01' mortal to do a god's 
job?!" And another, rather desperate to 
find a conclusion to the Council's 
considerations, offered: <{Let's just zap 
the Trojans and end this whole thing." 

It was a wild day in Greece! 

This ardcle was written by graduate stu~ 
dent Betty Pelfrey, a resource teacher in the 
Canyon Independent School District, after 
spending a week observing a mythology class 
offered as otto part of w. TS. U.'s Gifted 
and Talented Institute summer camp. Parti~ 
cipants ranged in age fram 8-,+ Their gift
ed and talented instructor was Candace 
Benefiel, a research librarian at W. T.' s 
Cornett Library. A Rice graduate, Ms. 
Benefiel was also a national winner at the 
Junior Classical League Latin Convention 
during her high school years. 

ttMan was designed 
for accomplishment, 
engineered for 
success, & endowed 
with seeds of great .. 
ness." 

Zig Ziglar 
"See You At The Top" 

ttWhat lies behind 
us and what lies 
before us are tiny 
matters compared to 
what lies within us." 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 



Literature (continued from p. 9) 

ROUND TRIP (P, EE) by Ann Jonas 
(Greenwillow, 1983) cleverly presents 
one story and then asks the reader to 
turn the book upside down to complete 
the story from a different perspective. 
Examine pictures from several different 
angles to brainstorm what else they 
might be if viewed from a different 
perspective. 

THE WESTING GAME (ES) by Ellen 
Raskin (Avon Books, 1978) presents a 
marvelous and complex mystery involv
ing 16 characters and 8 plots. Invent a 
new character for the story who adds a 
significant new clue. Invent a sketch of 
one character as a senior citizen several 
years after the original story took place. 

WHERE THE SIDEWALK ENDS and 
THE LIGHT IN THE ATTIC (P, EE, 
ES) by Shel Silverstein (Harper and 
Row, 1974 and 1981) are two books full 
of highly creative and uniquely humor
ous poems. Read them together and 

laugh until the tears roll! Read "Sick" 
and brainstorm 21 funny excuses for 
getting out of undesirable responsibili
ties. Then discuss why mature people do 
follow through on responsibilities. Read 
"Sarah CYRthia Sylvia Stout Would Not 
Take the Garbage Out" and compare 
that incident to recent real situations of 
sanitation department strikes in some 
cities. 

Literature is an important vehicle for 
enjoyment and for engaging readers in 
critical and creative thinking. Yet it is 
difficult for parents to know which liter
ature is most appropriate for their chil
dren. An excellent resource is a recent 
paperback book by Jim Trelease called 
THE READ-ALOUD HANDBOOK 
(Penguin Books, 1982). The suggestions 
for sharing literature and the extensive 
annotated bibliography make this inex
pensive book a must for parents. Enjoy 
reading the thinking together! 

From the President 
(continued from p. 2) 

infancy is over; Ollr adolescence is end~ 
ing, and our proactive leadership is on 
the horizon. 

At the close of the conference in 
McAllen November 15-17, I will have 
completed my term as your president. It 
has been a professionally rewarding and 
challenging experience. The association 
has begun to make some long range 
plans and commitments. These will be 
pursued under the leadership of subse
quent presidents and members of the 
Executive Board. I thank you for your 
vote of confidence and I thank you for 
the opportunity to contribute to the 
growth and direction of this association. 
I look forward to thanking you person
ally at the President's Reception in 
McAllen_ 

-Paul Slocumb 

TAGT Legislative Task Force 
President Paul Slocumb has appoint

ed a Legislative Task Force to develop a 
plan-of-action for TAGT, as approved 
by the Board in September. The plan 
will include a platform for monies to be 
appropriated for technical assistance 
and staff deveopment. It will also 
address long-range goals for establish
ing a Governor's school for Texas anda 
math! science school for gifted students. 
This task force will present its 
recommendations to the Executive 
Committee in November, Members of 
that committee are: 

Co-chairpersons: 
JoAnn Houston, TAGT immediate 

past president, Grapevine/Colleyville 
ISD. 

Charles Patterson, T AGT past 
president, Killeen ISD. 
Members: 

Latry Vaughn, Superintendent, Alice 
ISD. 

Evie Hiatt, TAGT Board Member, 
Austin. 

Mary Beck, TAGT Board Member, 
Midland. 

Jan Jacobs, T /G Coordinator, TAGT 
Member, Victory ISD. 

Mike Shaw, Businessman and G/T 
Advocate, Corpus Christi. 

Laura Allard, TAGTExecutiveDirec
tor, Houston. 

"The most reliable way to 
anticipate the future is by 
undertanding the present." 

John Neisbitt, Megatrends 

~-------------------------------------------------------I TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

NAME 
(Dr., Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms) 

P.o. Box 1991 
Austin, TX 78767-1991 

(512) 343-1886 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

ADDRESS ______________________ PHONE(s),--'-__ -.-l. ______ _ 

CITY STATE ______ ZIP ______ _ 

__ New membership 

__ Membership renewal 

Parent 

__ Teacher (ESC Region __ I 

__ Administration (ESC Region __ I 

__ Other __________ _ 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $, __________________ $15 Individual; $25 Family; $100 Patron; $250 Sponsor 

$400 Lifetime*; $7.00 GraduatelUndergraduate** 
*Limited to 100 people; payments may be made in 2 installations. 

**Must have signarurf' of faculty advisor. ~ _____________________________________________________ --I 
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Around the World 

The Education of Great Britain's Gifted 
and Talented Students 

Anne Pierce 
Learning and Mentally Proficient Program 

Birdvil1e Independent School District 
and 

Richard E. Ishler 
Dean, College of Education 

Texas Tech University 

During the summer of 1984, Texas 
Tech University conducted a Study tour 
to Europe that included a program of 
extensive visits to schools in Great 
Britain. Participants had opportunities 
to visit elementary, secondary ,or special 
schools according to their particular 
levels of interest. The authors devoted 
their study of British education to 
programs for gifted and talented 
students. This article describes how the 
British schools are currently attempting 
to deal with the problem of educating 
their gifted and talented youth. 

There are a number of questions to be 
considered when studying Great 

(( ... Britain's gifted 
and talented are 
affected by three 
problematic areas . .. 
tight money, a lack of 
central authority to 
run schools, and a 
fear of a return to the 
old class system . .. " 

Britain's approach to the education of 
gifted and talented children. These 
questions have some very diverse 
answers because of the organizational 
structure of the British school system. A 
study of Great Britain's approach to the 
teaching of gifted and talented children 
narrows the focus to three questions: 
What are the problems peculiar to their 
gifted and talented programs? How are 
British schools currently providing for 
gifted and talented children? How are 
teachers prepared for the teaching of 
gifted and talented children? 
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Britain's gifted and talented education 
programs are affected by three 
problematic areas. The first problem is 
that the economic situation is grim in 
Britain, so money for education in 
general is tight. Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher has cut school funding at aU 
levels in an attempt to get the country 
economically stable. Therefore, 

determining school placement was 
socially divisive, so this system has been 
replaced, for the most part, by a new 
comprehensive system of education that 
deals with the broad population. The 
Labor P arty and others are very vocal 
about not allowing gifted and talented 
children to be puUed out of the 
mainstream for enrichment because it 

(( ... The Leonardo Trust, founded in 
1978 ... conducts workshops for educators, 
sponsors Saturday schools for gifted chil .. 
dren, and is endeavoring to establish a 
permanent school for gifted children . .. " 

expansion of gifted and talented 
education programs for British students 
has been slow. 

The second difficulty that inhibits the 
growth of gifted and talented programs 
is the manner in which authority is 
delegated within schools. In Great 
Britain, each school is autonomous and 
independent of the others; there is no 
central authority. A Board of Governors 
is appointed for each school and it 
chooses the headmaster. The 
headmaster hires the teachers and runs 
the school. There is no set curriculum or 
required textbooks. The headmaster 
and the teachers decide how and what to 
teach. The Department of Education 
and Science may formulate policies and 
decide priorities, but no one is required 
to implement those policies and 
priorities. It is entirely up to the local 
headmaster and Board of Governors to 
decide how to use funds, and whether or 

(t ••• Too little time is 
allocated for inserv .. . .. " tce tratntng . . . 
not any provisions are to be made for the 
gifted and talented students attending 
the school. 

The third problem lies within the 
social consciousness of the people. The 
old II-plus examination system of 

smacks of the old divisiveness. As a 
result of tight money, a lack of central 
authority to run schools, and a fear of a 
return to the old class system, gifted and 
talented education in Great Britain has 
not progressed as it should. 

In spite of the problems that beset 
gifted and talented programs in Great 

(t The . . . . re 18 not 
much built .. in incen .. 
tive for teachers' 
continued education 
.. . because there is no 
reward system . .. " 

Britain, some schools have made certain 
provisions for these students. One 
method used is acceleration, which the 
British see as grade-skipping. Another 
approach is for the teacher to enrich the 
regular curriculum rather than separate 
the gifted and talented students ftom the 
others in 'the classroom. The major 
thrust is to work with the teachers, 
inform them about the characteristics 
and needs of the gifted and talented, and 
have the teachers provide for these 
special students in their regular 
classrooms. The Local Education 
Authorities report that many schools 



have done nothing for gifted and 
talented, but some groups are studying 
the issue and making recommendations. 

There has been excellent response by 
educators to workshops, lectures, 
courses, and seminars on the subject. 
The only journal on gifted and talented 
children published outside of North 
America is Great Britain's Gifted 

te ••• There has been 
excellent response by 
educators to work .. 
shops, lectures, 
courses and seminars 
on the subject . . ." 
Educationaf International. This journal 
has been well received, and it dispenses 
current information about educating 
gifted children. The Leonardo Trust, 
founded in 1978 for the education of 
gifted children, seeks to set up projects 
funded by industry) the government and 
other charitable trusts. The Trust also 

SURVIVAL-

conducts workshops for educators, 
sponsors Saturday schools for gifted 
children, and is endeavoring to establish 
a permanent school for gifted children. 

Great Britain has many problems 
confronting gifted and talented 
education, and, in spite of much 
interest, little progress has been made to 
provide for this special population. If 
the gifted and talented student is to 
receive appropriate education in Great 
Britain, it is essential for teachers to be 
prepared to face the challenge through 
continued education on the subject. 
Inservice education for gifted and 
talented students is sponsored by the 
Department of Education and Science, 
by universities, by Local Education 
Authorities, and by teacher centers. 

The problem is that too little time is 
allocated for inservice training. Those 
teachers who attend inservice meetings 
are sometimes replaced by substitute 
teachers provided by Local Education 
Authorities. Sometimes the staff is 
expected to t. cover" for a teacher who is 
out, thus making any absence difficult. 
Most extra work has to be done after 
school hours by working parties; many 
working parties comprised of teachers 

THE FEAR 
(an adventure story) 

THAT ISTHE WAY OF WOLVES 

and interested parents have been 
studying gifted education and making 
recommendations. Unfortunately, 
continued education for teachers is not 
required. 

The colleges do not function on a 
semester hour system, so hours above a 
degree are non,existent. The college 
program for a teaching certificate has 
been a three,year course, and it is the 
course of study most current teachers 

tt. . . They know, as 
Americans do, that a 
mind is a terrible 
h· " t lng to waste . .. 

have been through. The more 
prestigious four~year program through a 
university is available, but until recently 
it has been a less commonly used course 
of study for teachers. There is not much 
built,in incentive for teachers' 
continued education in view of the 
difficulties involved in missing work, 

cant. p. ,8 

Luther is male leader, Victoria is his mate, 
and Oliver is Victoria'S brother. The three are 
gray timber wolves living as a family in the 
Alaskan wilderness. It is early spring when the 
pups are born. Now there is a year, one 
precious year, into which a lifetime of survival 
learning must be packed. The three teach 
carefully and well, much as they were taught, 
except that right in their midst is the wolves' 
greatest enemy. The Fear is a story about the 
family, the training, and the enemy. 

and ... 

WRITING A STORY 
(a story writer's self-report) 

$9.00 $4.50 

ABYN BOOK 
5643 EI Cajon Boulevard. San Diego. 

California.92115 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
SEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
McAllen, Texas 

November 15-17, 1984 
NAME __________________________ ___ WORK PHONE ________ HOME PHONE ______ _ 

MAILING ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

SCHOOL DISTRICT/OTHER AFFILIATION __________________________ _ ESC REGION # ______ _ 

REGISTRATION FEES 

REGIS1RATION FOR CATEGORY I, II, III, OR IV AMOUNT 

1. Thursday/Friday/Saturday, November 15-17, 1984 (Includes Conference Institute, all small group 
sessions, and receptions) 
__ TAGT Member: $75.00 __ Non-member: $95.00 $ ___ _ 

II. Thursday only - Conference Institute, November 15, 1984: 

III. 

__ TAGT Member: $30.00 __ Non-member: $40.00 $, ___ _ 
SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SESSIONS IF YOU ARE REGISTERING FOR I OR II 

Session A: The Young Gifted Child: The Promise and the Challenge - Lila Macaluso and Diane 
Busche, The Oaks Academy, Houston. 

Session B: Self-Acceptance for the Gifted Student: The Teacher's Role - Bob Rhoads, Counselor, 
Round Rock ISD 

___ Session C: Curriculum Compacting: Making Chapter 75 Work for the Gifted - Dr. Joe Renzulli and 
Dr. Sally Reis, University of Connecticut 

__ Session D: From Scope and Sequence to Unit Development: What Do You Want from Your Curricu
lum? - Paul Slocumb, TAGT President, Director of Curriculum, Dickinson ISD 

__ Session E: (A.M.) Potato Chips, Panty Hose, and Thinking: Is Business Doing it Better? 
(P.M.) Accept No Substitutes for Joy in Learning - Duane Trammell, McGee-Cooper 
Enterprises 

__ Session F: Honors Curriculum: Tailoring the Essential Elements to Meet the Needs of the Gifted -
Dr. Kay Walther, St. Francis Episcopal School, Houston 

Session 0: (A.M.) The Teacher: Characteristics that Make for Success in a OfT Program - Dr. Peggy 
Kress, Houston ISD. 
(P.M.) Gifted Kids Can Be Suicidal, Too - Dr. Carmen Petzold, Psychologist, Houston ISD 

Friday/Saturday Registration, November 16-17, 1984: (Includes Thursday night opening session and 
reception) 
__ TAGT Member: $45.00 __ Non-member: $65.00 
__ Undergraduate Student: $20.00 (Dinner not included) (Thursday opening session dinner not $---

IV. Saturday Only Registration: 
__ TAGT Member: $15.00 

included) 

__ Non-member: $20.00 $---
V. T AGT Membership Fee: 

__ Individual: $15.00 __ Family: $25.00 
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__ Undergraduate Student: $7.00 $---

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ ______ _ 

A SEPARATE REGISTRATION FORM FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL REGISTERING FOR THE CONFERENCE 
MUST ACCOMPANY ALL CHECKS! PLEASE DUPLICATE THIS FORM AS NEEDED. 

If you have not paid your dues by September 1, 1984, your membership is not current. 
ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 1,1984. 

Mail registration to: 
Laura Allard, Executive Director 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
P.O. Box 1991 

Austin, TIC 78767-1991 
(512) 343-1886 



THE TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR 
GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN 

ROOM RESERVATION REQUEST 

Please mail to: 

McAllen Convention & Visitors Bureau 
p.o. Box 790 
McAllen, Texas 78501 

Phone: 5121682-2871 

November 15-17, 1984 
McAllen, Texas 

HOTEL PREFERENCE: Please indicate 1st, 2nd, & 3rd choice. 

Preference Hotel Single Double 

! person/! bed 2 persons/! bed 

(group rates) 
Sheraton Fairway $40 $48 

Granada Inn $28 

La Posada Hotel $43 $49 

Holiday Inn - Airport $34 

Holidome $40 

Hilton $36 $44 

Number of room reservations 
Specify # of each type Single Double 

ARRIVAL DATE AND TIME DEPARTURE 

Double/Double 

2 persons/2 beds 

$32 

$56 

$39 

$48 

Double/Double 

LATE ARRIVAL (After 6:00 p.m.) GUARANTEED BY: American Express __ Visa __ MasterCard __ 

Card # ______________ Expiration Date __________ _ 

PERSON TO RECIEVE YOUR ROOM CONFIRMATION: 

NAME: _________________ TITLE _____________ ___ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________ _ 

CITY /STA TE: __________________ ZIP CODE: ____________ __ 

PHONE: Area Code ____ Number _______________________ _ 

***IMPORTANT NOTE: 

If you are making multiple reservations PLEASE include rooming list with the reservation form. 
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Research (continued from p. 6) 

screening, and developmental histories. 
The data analyses will occur throughout 
the fall, 1984. It is anticipated that this 
research will facilitate the design of tech. 
niques to increase motivation and to 
enhance the learning processes of gifted 
children. 

The final project for the fitst academic 
year of the Research Center dealt with 
teachers' attitudes toward the gifted and 
talented, and gifted and talented pro· 
grams in Bexar County. Approximately 
100 teachers, representing eleven school 
districts that provide a program for their 

Great Britain cont. from p. I5) 

and because there is no reward system 
for teachers who take advanced work. 

In summary, education of gifted and 
talented children in Great Britain leaves 
a lot to be desired. Ever since the 
elimination of grammar schools and the 
creation of the Comprehensive system 
of education that now exists throughout 
the countty, the needs of gifted and 
talented students are not being met in a 
systematic way. It seems ironic that until 

gifted and talented students, were 
randomly selected to complete a three~ 
page questionnaire. This questionnaire 
asked for demographic information and 
also attempted to elicit teachers' atti~ 
tudes toward the gifted and talented as 
individuals and as students, as well as 
their attitudes toward gifted and talent· 
ed programs in general and the specific 
program in their district. The results are 
presently being analyzed with the the 
anticipation that teachers' demographic 
characteristics such as age, sex,_ educa~ 
tional backgroud, and previous exper~ 
ience with gifted and talented students 
will be predictive of their attitudes 

a few short years ago, Great Britain 
emphasized education of the bright 
students who attended their grammar 
schools while they seem to be at a loss 
today as to how to properly educate 
these same students in their 
Comprehensive schools. 

The climate seems right for the plight 
of the overlooked gifted children to be 
alleviated in Great Britain. There is a 
great deal of interest on the part of 
educators, parents, and politicians to 

toward the gifted and talented and the 
programs. 

Future projects of the Research 
Center include investigating the princi~ 
pal's perception of and attitudes toward 
the gifted and talented program in his or 
her school. The Research Center staff 
welcomes additional ideas or sugges~ 
tions for research projects. Requests for 
further information about the research 
projects described in this article should 
be addressed to: Research Center for the 
Gifted and Talented, Education Depart· 
ment, Trinity Univ.ersity, 715 Stadium 
Drive, San Antonio, Texas, 78284. 

Submitted by Alice Narvaez 

develop an appropriate program for the 
education of their gifted and talented 
youth. Their future will be determined 
by these future leaders. We believe that 
ways will soon be found to provide an 
appropriate education for these bright 
children because they know, as 
Americans do, that a mind is a terrible 
thing to waste. 

BRIGHT IDEAS 
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for the GIFTED & TALENTED 
An easy-to-use catalog of carefully 

selected resource materials for gifted 
and talented students in the primary, 
intermediate and secondary grades! 

"Run don't walk, 
to the nearest mailbox 
with your request!" 
Roxanne Carter / 
Mensa Bulletin, 
Nov. 1982 

Decision-Making 
Problem-Solving 

Thinking Skills 
Inquiry-Oriented 

Creativity 
Cross-Curriculm 

Send for your free copy of Bright Ideas for the Gifted and Talented 

D.W. peller & DSSOEiDtes, inE. 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

249 Goffle Road, Hawthorne, NJ 07507 



For Your TACT Files 

Texas Association for Gifted & Talented, Inc. 
1984 Executive Board 

Paul Slocumb, President 
(713) 534-6958 
Director of Curriculum 
Dickinson ISD 
P.O. Drawer Z 
Dickinson, TX 77539 (Region ·IV) 

Dee Trevino, President-Elect 
(512) 686-0515 
Gifted/Talented Coordinator 
McAllen ISD 
2000 No. 23rd Street 
McAllen, TX 78501 (Region I) 

Kay Weise, First Vice-President 
(409) 756-7751 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent 
Conroe ISD 
702 N. ThomJPson 
Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 

Evelyn Hiatt, Second Vice-President 
(512) 834-4451 
Education Specialist II 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11 th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

Regional Representatives: 

Kathy Aldridge, Secretary 
(915) 698-2141 
Teacher 
Abilene ISD 
3282 S. 13th Street 
Abilene, TX 79605 (Region XIV) 

Jo Ann Houston, Immediate Past President 
(817) 488-9588 
Assistant Superintendent 
Grapevine-Colleyville ISO 
3951 W. Highway 26 
Grapevine, TX 76051 (Region XI) 

Laura Allard, Executive Director 
(512) 343-1886 
P.O. Box 1991 
Austin, TX 76767-1991 

Ann Shaw, Ex-Officio Board Member 
(512) 834-4451 
Program Director for Gifted Education 
Texas Education Agency 
201 East 11th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 (Region XIII) 

I Dianna Garcia, Laredo State University, 206 S. Dakota, Laredo, TX 78040 (512) 722-8001, ext. 334 
II Sally Defenbaugh, Consultant, ESC Region II, 209 N. Water, Corpus Christi, TX 78401 (512) 883-9288 
III Wayne Craigen, Coordinator of Gifted/Talented, Victoria lSD, P.O. Box 1759, Victoria, TX 77902 (512) 576-3131 
IV Mary Tallent, Graduate Assistant, Texas A&M University, 3337 Lodgepole, College Station, TX 77840 (409) 845-1802 
V Jim Lang, Director of Curriculum, Silsbee ISO, 415 West Avenue N., Silsbee, TX 77657-4799 (409) 385-5288 
VI Nancy Roberts, Lecturer, Dept. of Educational Psychology, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843 

(409) 845-1802 
VII Reba Schumacher, Consultant for G/T, Box 1622, Kilgore, TX 75662 (214) 984-3071 
VIII Patti Pierson, Teacher, Aikin Elementary School, 3100 Pine Mill Road, Paris, TX 75460 (214) 785-6451 
IX Nina McNeill, Gifted Coordinator, Wichita Falls ISO, 1104 Broad St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301 (817) 723-4177 
X Suzee Oliphant, Coordinator of Curriculum, Dallas lSD, 3700 Ross Ave., Dallas, TX 75204 (214) 426-3234, ext. 204 
XI Dr. Jeanne Hranitzky, Professor, Texas Womens University, 3211 Wintergree Terrace, Grapevine, TX 76051 

(817) 382-5536 
XII Jean Kemp, Coordinator of Gifted Education, Belton lSD, 2010 N. Beal, Belton, TX 76513 (817) 939-3535 
XIII Doris Pyle, Coordinator of Gifted Programs, 1311 Round Rock Avenue, Round Rock, TX 78664 (512) 255-4431 
XIV Dr. Bertie Kingore, Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth, Hardin-Simmons University, Drawer E, 

Abilene, TX 79698 (915) 677-7281, ext. 355 
XV James Coffey, Consultant, ESC Region XV, Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 (915) 658-6571 
XVI Donna Clopton, Principal, Gene Howe Elementary School, 5108 Pico, Amarillo, TX 7911.0 (806) 355-6501 
XVII Sharon Bass, 2517-55th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 (806) 799-1012 
XVIII Mrs. Barry N. (Mary) Beck, Parent, 4309 Arroyo Drive, Midland, TX 79707 (915) 697-3373 
XIX Jeanette Covington, P.O. Box 275, Clint, TX 79836 (915) 851-2714 
XX Pat Long, parent, 11105 Vance Jackson Road, San Antonio, TX 78230 (512) 696-1852 

Committee Chairpersons: 

Dr. Helen Taulbee, Scholarship 
(512) 573-0731 

Donna Clopton, Research 
(806) 656-3607 

Mr. & Mrs. John Lamond Ill, Legislation 
(817) 336-2777 

Consultant, ESC Region III 
1905 Leary Lane 
Victoria, TX 77901 

Gene Howe Elementary School 
5108 Pico 
Amarillo, TX 79110 

Parents 
P.O. Box 7630 
Ft. Worth, TX 76111 
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CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS - TAGT REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

A TAGT Regional Conference will be held at Texas Tech University, Lubbock, March 28-30, 1985. If you wish to present a 
small-group mini-workshop at that conference, please complete the form below and return to Mary Anne Speck by no later than 
January I, 1984. 

A REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

I wish to submit the following small group presentation for consideration at the T AGT Annual Conference March 28-30, 1985. 
Session length will be 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

CONTACT PERSON: 
Name Title 

Address Phone 

School District/University/Other Affiliation 

TOPIC PROPOSAL: 

NOTE: PLEASE ATTACH YOUR PROGRAM DESCRIPTION TO THIS FORM. 

DAY PREFERENCE: (Please check choice/s) ____ March 28 ____ March 29 - ___ March 30 

Would you repeat tour presentation for a second 1 hr. 20 min. session? ___ Yes ___ No 

AUDIO VISUAL NEEDS: 

TARGET AUDIENCE: (Check one or more) 

___ Others (Please specify) 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: 

Kay Weise, Editor 
TAGTTempo 
P.O. Box 1991 
Austin, TX 78767-1991 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
GIFIED AND TALENTED 

TAGT Tempo is published by the Texas 
Association for the Gifted and Talented, 
P.O. Box 1991, Austin, TX 78767-1991 
(512) 343-1886. 

TAGT is a non-profit organization of 
parents and professionals promoting 
appropriate education for gifted and talent~ 
ed in the State of Texas 

TAGT Tempo is published quarterly and 
is available through membership or upon 
request. Address all correspondence re
garding TAGT Tempo to the above address. 

TAGT annual membership is $15.00. 
Send membership fees to: TAGT, P.O. Box 
1991, Aus,;n, TX 78767-1991. 

____ Parents ____ Teachers 

Mary Anne Speck 
P.O. Box 4110 

Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, Texas 79409 
(Office) 806-742-2353 

____ Administrators 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Fon Worth, TX 

76101 
Permit No. 562 


