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By Wayne Craigen 

Have you ever considered the persuasive nature of television and 
how mind·boggling it would be if you let what emanates from that 
tube make all your decisions for you? Have you ever considered how 
much of your youth was spent with people telling you ~ to think, 
instead of teaching you Il!m: to think? Have you ever considered the 
amount of time you currently spend trying to make decisions for other 
people? If you have ever pondered these questions, then you know the 
case for developing critical thinkers in our society has become crucial 
to our survival. 

It is rare to pick up an educational journal today and not find a 
treatise on how we have failed to develop students who can think. 
Thus the dilemma in which we find ourselves is not a debate over the 
necessity to emphasize thinking skills, but rather over how, when, and 
where we will infuse them into our curriculum. 

I think we can quickly agree that developing critical thinkers is a 
necessity; we can also agree that teaching critical thinking is impor· 
tant for all students. The difference comes in what we are doing for 
gifted children when they begin to apply those skills and concepts we 
have been emphasizing. I am referring to the sense of moral respon· 
sibility gifted humans bear in making decisions that have the potential 
to shape and fonn others' lives. 

It is quite possible to finely tune those cognitive processes of critiCal 
thinking to help select the best possible solution(s) to current prob· 
lems, but I am concerned about our brightest children choosing their 
solutions guided entirely by their own interests. The question would 
seem to focus on how we can move the gifted child away from 
decision-making based On his/her narrow selfish interests which 
allow him/her to manipulate others effectively to an understanding 
that implementation of decisions must reflect a sincere, fair·minded 
understanding and evaluation of one's beliefs. 

The idea that teaching one to think critically extends beyond 
cognitive goals is a concept that has been given definition by Dr. 
Richard Paul and his associates at the Center for Critical Thinking and 
Moral Critique. They use the tenn "strong sense" critical thinkers to 
identify those who bring a sense of responsibility TD the decisions they 
make. In addition. the Institute for Curriculum and Instruction states 
in its intended outcome for students that. "by the time students 
graduate from high school they should be able TD consistently and 
effectively take intelligent and ethical action to accomplish the tasks 
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society legitimately expects of all its members .... " 
To insure appropriate curriculum application, there are a few ideas 

we should consider. First, and most importantly, we need to recognize 
the balance of cognitive and affective skills, with emphasis on the 
word~. Secondly, we must understand that the teaching of 
critical thinking skills cannot be accomplished if these skills are 
taught in isolation from the content to be presented and the products 
to be developed. Thirdly, there is a distinction between the academic 
and practical applications of thinking skills. As Roben Steinberg 
states, "Teaching programs need to sample a variety of thinking 
skills-and to sample them in ways that are true to the way problems 
appear in our everyday lives." Finally, as educators and adults we 
must be aware of the need to model those behaviors which afford our 
students and children glimpses into the balance necessary for making 
choices in a responsible and ethical manner. 

My challenge to you is simple but hopefully not simplistic. Think 
critically about critical thinking. Don't accept anyone method by 
which it can bc developed but rather take the time to cultivate the 
unordered know ledge you already have and then organize it to fit your 
style. John Dewey so aptly understood this equation of time to 
understanding when he said, "One can think reflectively only when 
one is willing to endure suspense and to undergo the trouble of 
searching." Happy hunting in a search that will benefit you, your 
students, and your children. It hopefully will give the future drivers 
of this country a road map back to the independence in which this 
country was conceived. 0 

A REPORT ON TAGT MEMBERSHIP 
By Laura Allard 

As of November 16, 1987, active membership in the association 
stood at 3,479, This represents approximate parity with last year's 
figures. Although attendance at the conference was gratifying. very 
little real growth in membership occurred. 

Membership is the foundation of suppon necessary for TAGT's 
efforts to represent the interests of glt students, parents, and profes
sional educators. The base of suppon, however, needs to be broad
ened as mandation recognizes = g/t youngsters cadil:J: and at the 
same time enjoins school districts to serve them through their entire 
educational careers, K· 12. 

The mere fact that mandation was passed by the Legislature this 
year does not guarantee that quality programs for gifted and talented 
students will arise spontaneously. Parents are the key in advocating 
quality and excellence in educational programs for their children. It 
follows that each parent or a recently identified glt child or a youngster 
currently served by an existing program should join forces through 
individUal or family memberships in TAGT. Such increased numbers 
would then be Significant evidence that parents of glt students are 
willing to stand up and be counted. This message will have powerful 
implications for legislators who allocate the monies crucial for each 
district, large and small. which implements a gifted and talented pro
gram. 0 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

By Laura Allard 
For many of us. the nostalgia associated with TAGT's Tenth 

Annual Conference still remains in moments of recall. As President
elect. Wayne Craigen orchestrated a comprehensive learning envi
ronment for the approximately 1730 participants gathered at the 
Fairmont Hotel in Dallas. November 18-21. We thank all the many 
wonderful persons who lent their time. effort, and expertise in this 
adventure. 

All of the past-presidents were with uS at the conference luncheon 
on Friday. November 20. Their presence at the head table reminded 
uS ofan unbroken chain of dedicated service. From June Cox (our first 
president). that office was filled in sequence by Phillip Gonzalez, 
Judith Judy, Charles Patterson. Jo Ann Houston, Paul Slocumb, Dee 
Trevino, Evelyn Hiatt, to Bertie Kingore, the 1987 TAGT President. 
We salute you and say, ''Thank you." You give us reason to follow 
in your footsteps as we continue to benefit from your knowledgeable 
leadership. 

The 1988 Executive Board is reorganizing its adminiSlrative SlrUe
ture in order to serve the changing and growing needs of the Associa
tion. A copy of the recently revised bylaws (adopted by Executive 
Board action on November 19) is inCluded in this issue. 

Many of you are interested in Our TAGT scholarship procedures. 
Information On this opportunity is addressed in an article written by 
Mary Jane Reeves, Secretary and Chairperson of the Finance 
Committee. It will be necessary to read and follow the scholarship 
application guidelines outlined in this issue of TEMPO. 

Another item of note is a "Call for Program Proposals." Margaret 
Kress, President-elect and Chairperson of the Conference Commit
tee, along with members of that committee, is working to assemble the 
various components of the 1988 conference scheduled for the Stouffer 
Austin Hotel, November 16-18, 1988. 

Many deliberations and actions on the part of the Executive Board 
are targeted foroext year's calendar. Among the Board's priorities are 
defining a set of principles, fostering state-wide staff development 
workshops/seminars to address the needs of small school districts, 
and increasing parent participation in the association. 

The year 1987 was eventful and successful for T AGT under Bertie 
Kingore's leadership. Wayne Craigen, 1988 President. we wiSh you 
well as you take over the direction of T AGT in the ensuing year. 

And so we go fonh .... 

The mere fact that mandation was passed by the Legislature this year 
does not guarantee that quality programs for gifted/talented students 
will arise spontaneously. CJ 
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REFLECTIONS_nOn Teaching Thinking Skills 
By Janis M. Laughlin, Coordinator, LEAP Program, Lewisville ISD 

Teaching thinking skills is the logical beginning for any program 
that stresses intellectual development. According to J. P. Guilford, 
"To live is to have problems and to solve problems is to grow 
intellectually." Therefore, if our population is to reach their intellec
tual potential. they muSt master the ability to think effectively.' 

In the spring of 1975, I conducted a pilot program teaching thinking 
skills to 120 fifth-graders using materials developed by Innovative 
Sciences, Inc. We placed the basal readers, spellers, and math books 
on the shelf for a semester. They were replaced with drill tapes and 
intense logical"thinking sessions. The control group of 180 fifth
graders, Iaught in a traditional manner. met their achievement goals 
and were very pleased with their test scores, while the results of the 
pilot group's tests were considered unbelievably high.' 

As I watched the students from the pilot group progress through the 
grades, it was obvious that, YES, thinking skills instruction can make 
a difference. Only two of the 150 needed the remedial reading 
program at the middle school the following year. The pilot group 
became known as THAT CLASS ... they asked questions, they asked 
MORE questions, they discovered nwoerous answers to the same 
questions, they saw things in different ways, and many teachers 
avoided them. 

When students are asked, "Do you like thinking skills instruction 
and do you use your thinking skills? ," the answer is usually a resound
ing NOI Thinking inslrUCtion is not a "fun and games" experience, as 
students are required to concentrate, to respond orally, and to justify 
their answers. Also, lransfer and application of these skills become 
automatic with mastery. 

Yet, as I observe students involved in thinking skill instruction. led 
by qualified, enthusiastic teachers, I have yet to see boredom. Instead. 
I see intense involvement. sweaty palms, wide eyes, and intellectual 
growth. 

'Glade and Rossa, (1983). Strategic reasoning. Stamford: Innovative 
Sciences, Inc., pp. i-iv, 1-20. 
'Results 1974-1975. Stamford: Innovative Sciences, Inc., pp.12-B. 

o 
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POTLIGHTING 
THE EXPERTS 

EVALUATING PROGRAMS THAT TEACH 
THINKING: 

USING RESEARCH TO GUIDE THE REVIEW 

By Dr. Susan JohllSen. University of Texas at Austin 

Thinking instruction has become the "bandwagon" topic in recent 
years. Entries in the Education Index that relate to "thinking" have 
doubled over the past three years. Over 50 institutes have been held. 
twO dozen newsletters have been published. and 30 new programs 
have been developed to increase our underslJmding of "thinking." 

With the apparent need to teach thinking and the variety of pro
grams that are currently available. how does an interested profes
sional make a desirable match? Apart from such administrative 
concerns as COSt. time for implementation, durability, and require
ments for in-service training. what criteria might be used to evaluate 
a thinking program? The following list of questions is derived from 
the research and may be used as a helpful guide: 

1. Is there any research that suppons the use of the materials in 
teaching thinking? While many programs exist that purpon to teach 
thinking, only a fraction of these have actually been field-tested and 
researched. Before investing time and money, spend some time 
researching ~ research. 

2. Do the thinking skills taught have similar names to those 
currenUy emphasized in classrooms? Some programs invent their 
own names for some thinking skills. If these are different from the 
essential elements. local school requirements, and/or those presented 
in the gifted classroom, then implementation becomes more difficult. 
Changes are more likely implemented ifthey relate closely to current 
practices. 

3. Do the materials actually teach thinking or merely ask the 
student to use the thinking skill? Some materials may provide a brief 
definition and have only activities that ask the student to use the 
thinking skill such as "critique the following story" or "visualize an 
island." They do nOt have activities that teach the learner the 
imponant characteristics of the skill itself (e.g" characteristics of a 
"critique" Or a "visualization") nor that take the learner through the 
specific steps in the thinking process (e.g. how 10 "critique" and how 
to "visualize"). This lack of "know-how" limits the effectiveness of 
the thinking strategy being used (Nickerson, Perkins & Smith, 1985). 
In fact, Johnson (1972) found that the understanding of criteria for a 
thinking skill was the primary factor in effective performance or use 
of the skill. 

4. Is there an opponunity for students to diverge from the outlined 
thinking skill process? Students who are already using the thinking 
skill at a proficient level should be allowed to apply it in their own 
ways. Lohman (1986) has found that teaching a thinking skill to a 
student who already had mastered the skill may actually IIiwlt[ the 
student's performance. This research has important implications for 
students in our gifted classrooms. 
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5. Does it integrate thinking within content? Researchers ar, 
finding that knowledge is essential to thinking as well as thinkinB 
being essential to the acquisition of knowledge. While generic 
methods of thinking do exist, there are many thinking skills that ar, 
also domain-specific. In his study of artificial intelligence programs 
Simon (1980) did find some powerful general methods ofproblern 
solving. On the other hand. Greeno (1980) found that some problerr 
solving tasks are interdependent with specific knowledge such al 
mathematics. 

6. Within complex thinking skillS. are subskills identified and 
taught? Activities which require doing several thinking skills simul· 
taneously often produce what is called "cognitive overload." FOI 
example, writing is a difficult task for young children because i1 
require" doing several things at once (Flower and Hayes, 1980). Unli: 
some skills are taught and become automatic, the learner has difficult) 
managing the entire complex process. 

7. Does the program provide for practice? If thinking is viewed '" 
skills to be learned, then opponunities should be available for prac· 
tice. Practice will provide efficient and automatic use of the specific 
skill by itself and in relation to other more complex thinking skills 
(Nickerson. Perkins & Smith. 1985). 

8. Is there a way to assess the acquisition of the thinking skill1 
Obviously, to determine whether or not learning has occurred, • 
teacher needs to test the thinking skills that are taught. If tests are nOI 
included. then they will need to be developed or incorporated withi" 
current tests and/or teacher observations. 

In summary, if you decide to purchase a thinking program. seleci 
one that has considered these research issues in the development oj 
their activities. However, any thinking program is only a guide to, 
teacher. The teacher is the one who must provide varied opponuni· 
ties, both over time and across disciplines, to ensure effective and 
efficient thinkers. 

Flower. L.S" and Hayes, J.R. (1980). The dynamics of composing 
In Gregg & Steinberg, Cognitive processes in writing. Hillsdale, NJ 
Lawrence Erlbaum. 
Greeno, 1.G. (1980). Trends in the theory of knowledge for prableIT 
solving. In Tuma & Reif, Problem solving and education. Hillsdale 
NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 
Johnson. D.M. (1972). A systematic introduction to the psych%g) 
of thinking. New York: Harper & Row. 
Lohman, D. F. (1986). Predicting mathemagenic effects in th, 
teaching of higher order thinking skills. Ames. IA: University 01 
Iowa. C 

A Message to 1987 Tenth Annual 
Conference Presenters 
By Wayne Craigen 

A fire at the Amarillo Independent School District's ad
ministration building destroyed the evaluation forms fram 
the Dallas convention. Therefore, conference presenters 
will nOl receive an evaluation of their presentations. 

TAGT would like to thank all presenters for the time and 
effort they contributed towards making our conference a 
success. We regret that we will not be able to send you your 
evaluation information. 
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T AGT SCHOLARSHIP PROCEDURES 

By Mary Jane Reeves 

Each year the Texas Association for Ihe Gifted and Talenled awards 
scholarships to eligible students, parents, and educators. Since 1982, 
TAGT scholarship grants totaling $23,940 have been awarded to 
almosl200 recipients for panicipation in special educational experi
enceS. 

Applicants interested in requesting grants for 1988 are encouraged 
to obtain an application form from a TAGT Regional Representative 
or the TAGT Scholarship Committee members. (A complele liSI of 
regional representatives appears On the last page of this publication.) 

Srudent applicants may receive up to $300 to attend special summer 
programs/institules for the gifted. Applications may be accompanied 
by (1) the applicant's statemenl (SO words or less) explaining why hel 
she wishes to attend a summer session and indicating why financial 
assistance is needed; and (2) a written recommendation from a TAGT 
member in good standing. 

Parent/educator applicants are eligible to receive up to $300 to 
attend professional developmenl aCli vities including college courses, 
seminars, or institutes: Or to conduct a research project in the field of 
gifted/talented education. Applications must be accompanied by a 
personal statement reflecting the applieant's philosophy of the impor
tance of educational programs which meet the needs of gifted stu
dents. Comments should include the applicant's goal as a participant 
in the course, session, or research project lisled. The statement should 
also include the applicant's long-range goal in Ihe field of gifted! 
talented education and a minimum oflwo letters of recommendation. 

Completed applications must be retumed to TAGT Regional 
Representatives by March 10. 1988. Applications received after this 
date will NOT be eligible for consideration. Applicants should 
follow scholarship procedures and guidelines carefully, including all 
requested information and data. All applicants will be nOlified 
concerning receipt or non-receipt ofa grant by April!S. Persons are 
eligible for no more than one scholarship in every three year period. 

Q 
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GRANTS FOR EXCELLENCE, 1988 

By Mary Jane Reeves 

What do Borger and Fort Sam Houston school diStricts. Texas 
A&M and TIP have in common? All four were recipients of Grants 
for Excellence for 1988. All four will impact gifted education in our 
state in a way that would not have been possible without TAGT. 

Borger ISO is planning three "Lagniappe Saturdays" in January. 
The "little bil more" is a parent component of the children's Saturday 
enrichment classes, providing quality speakers and an informal chat 
time with adults. This proposal was submitted by Jackie Marshall, 
outstanding elementary leacher in Borger. 

Sixth-grade gifted art students from Fort Sam Houston Elementary 
School will enjoy a "Tag Along Day" during spring break. They will 
spend half a day following members of the business community, 
learning more aboulcareers. This is a pilmprogram; the proposal was 
submitted by Linda A. Malcom, an and GATE art teacher. 

Dr. Pallicia A. Haensly, Direclor of the Gifted and Talented 
Institute at Texas A&M. is presenting in March a Conference forEady 
ChjJdhood Educators. The TAGT grant will make possible adynamic 
speaker for their pre-conference keynote session "to excite the local 
community and the conference participants about gifted education in 
general and, specifically, about the needs of young gifted children." 

TIP is, of course, the Duke University Talent Identification Pro
gram. The Texas recognition ceremonies in 1988 will be held at 
Baylor and Trinity Universities. Texas, providing nearly one-quarter 
of all Talent Search participants in Duke's l6-state area, is the only 
state to have UI::lI such ceremonies. The TAGT grant will help defray 
the cost for the Texas ceremonies: books for awards, invitations, 
programs, and certificates. 

TAGT is understandably proud to support these four activities 
benefiting gifted children. 

Applications for the 1989 Grants for Excellence will be in the 
summer issue of TEMPO. We invite your application. As in 1987, 
grant recipients will be announced at the annual TAGT Conference. 

o 

tempo WINTER 1988 



10th Anniversary - Convention Highlights 

Margaret Kress 

William Westney, 
"Creativity, Our Natural Birthright" 
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Bertie Kingore, Keynote Address 

Bertie Kingore and Wayne Craigen, 
Outgoing and Incoming TAGT Presidents 

Oeorge Betts, 
"What We Have Become" 

Bertie Kingore and Ann Shaw, 
Director, orr Education, TEA 

6 
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Ann Shaw, Evie Hiatt, Laura Allard, Kathy Hargrove, Jeanne Hranitzky, Goorge Betts. Wayne Craigen 

Educational Exhibitors, Intern.tional Ballroom 

Don. Lewis 

r 

"Thinking Skills" 

Student Exhibitors 

Sylvia Whittington, Betty Zgarba, 
Presenters, Angleton 

• 
Mary Tallent and William Westney 
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CIT CLASSROOMS 

Activity Title: Creative Monsters Grade Level: K, I 

Content Area: Language Arts, Theatre Arts EssentialElements: 3E2,4B, ID,A 

Objectives: Students will dramatize an imaginary monster and produce an alphabet book of original monsters using alliterative descriptions. 

Resources and materials: 

I. Wayman, Joe (1977) Secrets and Sumrises. Carthage,IL: Good Apple. 
2. "Monster Mash Party" recording by Bobby Pickett, 
3. Gackenbach, D. (1977) HaITY and the Terrihle Wbatz;1. Boston: Seabury. 
4. Galdone, Paul (1982) The Mower and Ibe Tajlor. Boston: Clarion Books. 
5. Manila paper, crayons, pencils 
6. Camera and film 

Procedures: 
1. Tell the children to imagine they are monsters and act Out as the teacher gives deSCriptive hints. 
2. Have each child share and describe the monster he was. 
3. Play the record "Monster Mash" and have students draw the monster. 
4. In a subsequent class, read a book about monSters such as HaITY and the Terrible Whatz;t. 

The large,la;t..y 
I ;0(70 sa u rU. 5 

had /qryng;i-i,;. 

5. Tell children they will make a class alphabet book of monsters, but they must name the monster themselves. Assign letters of the .Iph.be 
6. Introduce endings such as "osaurus/ j "onster'\ etc. to be used for monster names. (Apeosaurus, Monkeyonster) 
7. Have children narae and draw their monsters. 
8. Tell children they will write one sentence about their monster using alliteration. Give some examples. Write the sentences on monste 

pictures. 
9. When all monsters and sentences are complete, compile into an alphabet book. Share the book with the class and discuss other possibl, 

alliterative sentences. 
10. (Final class) Introduce the term "guming" (Eskimo art of making faces). Have students practice their own ugly faces; then take picture, 

Post the pictures on a board and vote for "The Ugliest Face" Or "The Best Monster Face." Give prizes. (Note: this is also an excellent tim 
to discuss ballots and voting.) 

Conuibuted by Kay Lewis, OfT Facilitator, Carrollton"Farmers Branch ISD 

(UJll' ~~.~~--'---
Thlo _""""' __ ,1'" 

f. fA (C ~ To< ... <11<1 •• 1"", In'" 
_ ~ "'t\l1~1iI Cl;lrli.~.d 

--------.-
(c(P)OO1r[E~1r 
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Stouffer Austin Hotel 

CALL FOR PROGRAM PROPOSALS 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTEDrr ALENTED 

Proposals must be postmarked 
by Mareh 15, 1988. 
All contributors will be 
notified by June I, 1988. 

NOVEMBER 16-19, 1988 

Mail To: 
Dr. Margaret Kress 
ConroelSD 
702 N. Thompson 
Conroe, TX 77301 

l. PERSON SUBMlTIING PROPOSAl. (please note that all presenters musthavean active membership in TAGT and will be expected toregisteI 
for the Eleventh Annual Conference.) 

(Last Name) (First Name) (Initial) 

Institutional Affiliation ___________________ Position __________ _ 

Personal Mailing Address ________________________________ _ 

(Street) (City) (State) (Zip Code) 

Telephone: Office _________________ Home ______________ _ 

(Area Code) (Area Code) 

Summer Address and Phone if different from above 

Address _____________________________________ _ 

Phone _____________ _ 

(Area Code) 

List name(s) and address(es) of other presenters. 

NAME ADDRESS 

Recommended Facilitator who will introduce and facilitate your session 

NAME ADDRESS 

PHONE 

PHONE 

II. TYPE OF MEETING 

__________ 3 hour workshop 1-1/4 hour workshop 
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III. TI1LE OF MEETING (AS you wish it to appear in the program) 

Program Description (Two senrences you wish to appear in the program) PLEASE NOTE: Limit your description to two sentences not to exceed 
flfty words for both senrences. ____________________________ _ 

IV. GRADE LEVEL THE TOPIC WILL COVER (please be specific.) 

V. THIS PRESENTATION IS MOST SUITED TO AN AUDIENCE AT THE FOLLOWING LEVEL (please check one.) 

______ entry ______ inrennediate ______ .advanced 

VI. INTENDED AUDIENCE 
______ Gff Teachers 
______ Classroom Teachers 
______ Counselors 
______ Others (please specify) 

VII. AUDIO VISUAL EQUIPMENT REQUESTED 

__ ---'Overhead Projector/Screen 

______ Administrators/Supervisors 
______ Teacher Educators 
______ Parents 

(AU other equjpment mllst be provided by tbe presenter.) 

VIlI.BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMA nON (To be used by chairperson for intrnduction.) 
Please include biographical information for each staff member on an attached sheet. Return the information with this form. 

IX. PROPOSED ABSTRACT 

Please attach a description of the proposed program that does not exceed 200 words. The abstract should include the objectjves, li\lIllimt. and 
methnds of presentatjon for this program. Proposals cannot be considered without the submission of an abstract. 

X. TAPE RECORDING 

My presentation may be recorded __ yes no 
Signature of proposer 

NOTES 

(I) Names, addresses, and phone numbers for all presenrers are included. (Summer address and phone number is listed if different.) 

(2) All presenters are members of TAGT and will register for the conference. 

(3) A facilitator for the session is appointed. 

(4) Biographical infonnation is attached. 

(5) The proposed abstract is attached. NOTE: PROPOSALS CANNOT BE CONSIDERED IF THE ABSTRACT IS NOT ATTACHED. 

(6) All required infonnation is included and will be posuuarked by March 15, 1988. 
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TAGT 
SUMMER SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

A special update of summer programs and 
scholarship opportunities for gifted students 

JANUARY 1988 

Dear Fellow TAGT Member: 

As aresultofcontinued requests from TAGTmembers, we have once 
again put together a partial list of summer programs available to 

gifted/talented students. This list may be of particular interest to you 
as TAGT scholarship applications are now avai\able through your 
Regional Representatives or Finance Committee Chairperson (see 
"TAGT Scholarship Procedures" carried in this issue). 

Completed TAOT scholarship applications must be retumed to re
gional representatives by March 10, 1988. These applications will be 
sent to the Scholarship Committee, who will then review them and 
select the recipients by Aprill,1988. By April 15, 1988,notifications 
will be sent to both the recipients and those not granted scholarships. 

TAOT as an organi.ation is not affiliated directly with any of the 
summer programs listed, nor will TAOT be responsible for either 
recommending or not recommending these programs. The list is 
simply provided as a service, for your consideration. 

'~r~ 
Mary Jane Reeves 
Chairperson, Finance Committee 

CAMP MIND'S EYE 

July25-29 
Residential camp for ages 10-14 (grades 4-7) 
$295 
Students enjoy a variety of learning experiences in a protected 
environmental sening. 
Contact: Julie Owen 

1025 F1. Worth 
Jacksonville, TX 75766 

Telephone: (214) 839-7739; (214) 586-4008 

11 

COLLEGE FOR KIDS 

Community Campus, Tarrant County Junior College 
Mid-June to early August, exact dates to be announced 
Day program for ages 10-15 
$100 tuition 
Students select from a variety of academically challenging classes. 
Contact: Unda Goins 

Community Campus TCJC 
May Owen Cenler 
1500 Houston St 
Fort Worth, TX 76102 

Telephone: (817) 877-9266 

COMPUTER CAMP FOR KIDS 

Texas Wesleyan College 
Dates to be announced 
Day program for grades 2-8 
Contact: Dr. R. J. Wilson 

School of Education 
Texas Wesleyan College 
Fort Worth, TX 76\05 

Telephone: (817) 531-4440 

COMPUTER CAMPS 

Texas Christian University 
Several one week sessions; exact dale. to be announced 
Day program for ages 8-15 
Tuition $100 
Camps offer beginning, intermediate, and advanced computer in
struction 
Contact: The Office for Extended Education 

Texas Christian University 
P. O. Box 32927 
Fort Worth, TX 76129 

Telephone: (817) 921-7134 

CONNECTIONS: THE MUSEUM UN-SCHOOL 

San Antonio Museum Association 
Programs June-August; call for further information. 
Contact: Education Department 

San Antonio Art Museum 
San Antonio, TX 

Telephone; (512) 226-5544, Ext 149 
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DUKE TALENT IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM 

Duke University 
2 three-week tenos 
Late June-mid July; mid July-early August 
Academic program for grades 7 and up 
Contact: Lucy Haggen 

Talent Identification Program 
Duke University, Box 40077 
Durham, NC 27706-0077 

Telephone: (919) 684-3847 
Scholarship aid available 

GALVESTON ISLAND ADVENTURE 

TexasA&M 
June 12-25; July 17-30 
Residential program for grades 8-11 
$795 
Study programs include Architecture, Computers, Creative Writing, 
Marine Bio., Photography, Psychology, Space Science, Vet. Med. 
Contact: Dr. William R. Nash 

Director, Gifted and Talented Institute 
Depamnent of Educational Psychology 
Texas A & M University 
College Station, TX 77843 

Telephone (409) 845-1802 

GIFTED AND TALENTED INSTITUTE, 
SUMMER SESSION 

West Texas State University 
June 12-18 (ages 9-11) 
June 19·25 (ages 12-15) 
Residentisl program 
$250 for wition, room, and board 
Students learn to love the basics and explore new areas of interest 
Contact: Region XVI Education Service Center 

P.O. Box 30600 
Amarillo, TX 79120 

Telephone: (806) 376-5521 
Scholarship aid available 
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HOCKADAY SUMMER 1988 

The Hocksday School 
June 13-1u1y 22 
Day and residential programs 
Tuition and rees vary by course. 
Students are offered an academic curriculum and special programs 
such as English as a second language, IrIIvel-swdy to Spain, creative 
writing, ele. 
Contact: Mrs. Wally Pendarvis 

Director of Extended Services 
The Hocksday School 
11600 Welch Road 
P. O. BOll 299000 
Dallas, TX 75229 

Telephone: (214) 363-6311 

MAGIC FOR KIDS 

Texas Christian University 
June-July; Exact dates to be announced 
Day program for ages 6-14 
Students participate in full and half day programs emphasizing 
movement. aquatics, games, innovative stunts, and creative aware
ness. 
Contact: The Office for Extended Education 

Texas Christian University 
P. O. Box 32927 
Fon Wonh, TX 76129 

Telephone: (817) 921-7134 

PROGRAM FOR ACADEMICALLY TALENTED 
AND GIFfED STUDENTS (TAG) 

Southern Methodist University 
July 10-29 
Residential and dsy program for junior high students 
Tuition $600, room and board $450 
Students are offered a foretaste of college life through exposure to 
ideas, modes of thought, disciplines, and new ways of learning. 
Contact: SMUfTAG Office 

Southern Methodist University 
Dallas, TX 75275 

Telephone: (214) 369-9556 
Limited scholarship aid availahle 
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SHAKE HANDS WITH YOUR FUTURE 

Texas Tech University 
June 5-18 (entering grades 4-7) 
June 26-July 9 (entering grades 8-12) 
July 24-Aug. 6 (entering grades 4-7) 
Residential program 
Room, board, and tuition $615 
Students choose two three-hour classes each day 
Contact: Dr. Mary Tallent 

Institute for the Gifted 
Texas Tech Univel'Sity 
P. O. Box 4110 
Lubbock, TX 79409 

Telephone: (806) 742-2353 
Scholarship aid available 

SPECTRUM 

Midwestern State University 
May 30-July 6 
Residential and day program for high school students 
Tuition $150-$200, housing $200, board $140-$200 
Primarily designed for rising seniors, SPECTRUM offel'S the oppor
tunity to take two courses for college credit. 
Contact: Karen Reid 

Division of Humanities 
Midwestern State University 
3400 Taft 
Wichita Falls, TX 76308 

Telephone: (817) 692-6611 

SUMMER ACADEMY FOR THE GIFTED 
AND TALENTED 

Anmnian College Preparatory School 
July 1988 
Students select from more than 20 courses in science, math and 
humanities. 
Write for course infonnation and daICS. 
Contact: Sam Mammen 

P. O. Box 791437 
San Anmnio, TX 78279 

Telephone: (512) 342-6232 
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SUMMER ART WORKSHOP '811 

Texas Christian University 
Two 2-week sessions, one for grades 6-9; another for grades 10-12. 
Residential and day students accepted 
Tuition and materials $190, room and board additional 
Contact: The Office for Extended Education 

Texas Christian UniVel'sity 
P. O. Box 32927 
Fort Worth, TX 76129 

Telephone: (817) 921-7134 

THRESHOLD PROGRAM FOR GIFTED YOUTH 

Hardin-Simmons University 
July 18-22; July 25-29 
Day program for ages 6-16 
$50 half day; $90 full day 
Students select from 22 high-interest content areas. 
Contact: Dr. Bertie Kingore 

Hardin-Simmons University 
DmwerE 
Abilene, TX 79698 

Telephone: (918) 677-7281 

UTSA HONORS PROGRAM FOR 
YOUNG SCHOLARS 

University of Texas at San Antonio 
June 6-July 8 
Day and residential program for grades 11 and 12 
$118.00 plus room and board 
Students enroll in two courses, one specific and one interdisciplinary, 
and earn college credit. 
Contact: Office of the Vice President for 

Academic Affairs 
The Univel'Sity of Texas at San Anronio 
San Anmnio, TX 7828S 

Telephone: (512) 691-4224 
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YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
Angelo State University 
June, July, and Angost 
Day program fot ages 7 and up 
Tuition varies by course; IIll\iotity are $18-24 
Students select a variety of high-interest mini-co\ll'SeS. 
Contact: Division of Adult and Continuing Education 

Angelo State College 
P. O. Box 11022 
San Angelo, TX 7~ 

Telephone: (915) 942-2339 

UNIVERSITY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Baylor University 
June 2(}.July I; July 11-22; Iuly 25-August 5 
Day program, Grades 4-11 
$40 to $60 per class 
Grouped by age, students select from cOurses in archaeology, art, 
biology, communications, computers, drama, foreign languages, 
environmental studies. history, mathematics, physics and psychol
ogy. Classes are taught by Baylor faculty and other exceptional 
teachers of the gifted. 
Some financial aid available 
Contact: Mrs. Linda Cox 

University for Young People 
CSB 377, Baylot University 
Waco, TX 76798 

Telephone: (817)755-3111 

SUMMER ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
University of Texas, EI Paso 
Iune 6-17; Iune 2O-July I; July 11-22 
Introduction to engineering and engineering fields 
Grades 9, 10, 11; Enrollment limited to 130 
Accepumce by academic performance and extracurricular activities 
Cost travel to and from EI Paso 
Scholarships to cover room and board 
Application deadline: May I, 1988 
Contact: Stephen W. Stafford 

College of Engineering 
University of Texas at EI Paso 
EI Paso, TX 79968 

Telephone: 915) 747-5469 
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SOUTH TEXAS ENGINEERING, 
MATHEMATICS, AND SCIENCE (STEMS) 
Texas A&I University 
Grades 7-12 - Enrollment; 250 
Duration; academic year and five-week summer session. Research 
and courses in mathematics, chemistry, physics, engineering. Quali
[lets; enrollment in pre-seiected school disaicts in South Texas, 
above average mathematics and science grades, achievement tests 
Estimated COSt NONE (some cost sharing for field aips) 
Contact; Alfonso Lopez-V. 

Campus Box 121, Texas A&I 
Kingsville, TX 78363 
(512) 595-2778 

TEXAS PRE-FRESHMAN ENGINEERING 
PROGRAM 
Laredo State University 
Grades 8-11 
Courses: logic, algebra, trigonometry, computer science, introduc
tion to engineering. Qualifiers: overall B average, individual pre
requisites vary fot COurses 
Duration; 8 weeks, June I-July 31 
COSt NONE 
Scholarships; 50 limited to area schools 
Application deadline: February 25, 1988 
Contact: Dr. Ramon Alaniz 

Laredo State University 
West End Washington Street 
Laredo, TX 78040 

Telephone; (512) 722-8001 

SUMMER RESEARCH PROGRAM FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
Grades 11-12 - EnrolhnentIimited to 16. 
Research opportunities in microbiology cell biology, biochemistry, 
marine biology, physiology, immunology. Qualifiers: grades, ACTI 
SAT scores, demonstrated motivation in science, recommendations, 
student essay 
Duration: 8 weeks, June 6-July 29 
Cost NONE 
Scholarships; Federal minimum wage 
Application deadline; April 1, 1988 
Contact; OffICe of Special Programs 

University of Texas Medical Branch 
GalveslOn, TX 77550-2764 

Telephone; (409) 761-3256 

The list above was assembled by volunteers and may not Include 
all available pro&ram. for glned and talented youtb. Inclusion 
or a program on thelhlt hi not an endorsement by TAGT. 
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HAPPENINGS AROUND THE STATE 

REGIONIII 
By Amanda D. Batson 

orr is alive, well, and growing in Region III where school districts 
are serving gifted and talented students. Region III ESC Orr Consult· 
ant. Renie West,reports exciting activities in all twenty GrrCoopera
tive member districts. Hallettsville, Woodsboro. Yorktown, Ganado, 
El Campo, and Matagorda are moving quickly into Odyssey of the 
Mind. Almost all co·op members have selected general intellectual 
ability and/or creative/productive thinking for their areas of orr 
service. Elementary grades 3-6 are currently the most popular for 
initial services. Yorktown ISO has chosen leadership for its focus. 
For co-op members, Ms. West will be emphasizing Orr curriculum 
design during the spring of 1988. Contact her for further information. 

In Victoria lSD, Grr is approaching its ninth birthday with services 
offered in grades 1-12. 

The Mid-Coast Association for the Oifted and Talented will wel
come Mr. Bob Mayfield, Aerospace Education Specialist, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, to its winter meeting, January 
14,1988. Mr. Mayfield will demonstrate various aspects of the USA 
space station plans. Cl 

REGIONVII 
By Kathy S. Harry 

Palestine ISD reports a successful project in which students de
signed model communities from past. present, and the future. The 
extended day classes were directed by Ann Matthews, Patti CounlZ, 
and Sandra Stephenson. 

Longview ISD has implemented Project ACE for gifted students in 
grades 2·5. Their differentiated curriculum is designed to correlate 
with the essential elements in the areas of language arts, math, science, 
history, and art. One major goal, according to Margaret Parker, 
program director, is that of integrating multiple disciplines into 
independent research projects. 

Harold Cook, Athens Middle School, has been busy entering his 0/ 
T students in academic competitions. Students are currently involved 
in the Duke Talent Identification Program. the State and National 
Mathematics League, UIL Number Sense, and UIL Calculator Appli
cation Competition. 

Exploring, Thinking and Creating (B.T.C.) Language Arts is the 
emphasis of the Gladewater ISD orr program. Students have 

Palestine-ISO ~tudents. Deann Shaver, Bonnie Bently, and Kelly Blackwell place 
finishing touches on their COMMUNITY OF TODAY projeCt. 
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completed biographic studies of gifted people summed up in compari
son papers which allow the students to compare personal character· 
istics, attitudes, and abilities to those of successful adults. Additional 
topics of study include Ulysses and mythology and an adventure into 
the Middle Ages. Mary Pippin, Grr teacher, hopes her students will 
become artists in the use of language. 

Congratulations to Tyler ISD T AROET students who won first 
place in the Odyssey of the Mind World Finals, 1987. The students 
were shown in a nationally televised IBM commercial this past fall. 
Team coaches were Sandra Love and Celeste Smith. 

Plans are underway for the Fifth Annual Region VII Orr Workout, 
August 8, 1988. Joe Wayman is the scheduled keynote speaker. Cl 

REGION IX 
By Jean Holcombe 

Georgia Brown, the new Oifted and Talented Coordinator for 
Region IX ESC, has organized seminars for both junior and high 
school students. November II, 149 junior high students from eleven 
schools in Region IX attended "Resources for Research" at the 
Moffett Library. On December 9, 120 students from eleven high 
schools attended "Life and Living" seminars divided into three 
sections: "Issues in Your Wotld.:It "Your Financial World," and "Your 
Emotional World." "Issues in Your World" included discussion of 
AIDS, genetics, and nuclear weapons issues. 

Recently four five-minute interviews were aired on radio station 
KWFT. Jean Cochran, News Director, interviewed Gail Page, Chair
person of the WFISD Task Force on GiftedEducation which has been 
organized to explore ways to implement the mandate for K-12 gifted 
and talented programs by 1990; Jean Holcombe, President of Wichita 
Falls Association for the Gifted r:w AO); Vicki Smith, an elementary 
LEAD teacher; Jane Fiore, a junior high LEAD Math teacher: and 
Georgia Brown from Region IX ESC. The interview provided an 
opportunity to make the community aware of the needs of gifted 
students. 

WAG sponsored two very successful field trips to Oklahoma City: 
one to Kirkpatrick Center, a hands-on science museum with several 
other interesting exhibits; and the other to Enterprise Square, an 
experience in economics. An appreciation dinner was given for the 
LEAD teachers on Friday, November 13. IJ 

REGIONXm 
By Marcy Voss 

Marilyn Butcher, Eanes ISD Director of Elementary Curriculum, 
reports that Eanes ISD has formed a Challenging Curriculum Study 
Committee to determine the components of a challenging curriculum 
program for grades K-12. The components identified to date include: 

I. Enrichment for all students 
2. Higher order thinking skills! 

problem solving for all students 
3. Accelerated curriculum opportunities 
4. Counseling 
5. Interdisciplinary gifted program for 

selected students 
6. Mentor program supporting independent 

research 
7. Talent opportunities 

Linda Boyd from Burnet ISD reports that she is conducting Orr 
identification workshops for school staff and parents in her district. 
This is being done in conjunction with follow·up credit for a course 
taught by Dr. Susan Johnsen during the Summer Institute for Young 
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Disadvantaged Oifted at the University of Texas. 
Seguin's Apollo (Alpha Project for Optimal Learning and Leader

ship Opportunities) offers exciting programs, At Erskine Elementary, 
Mrs. DePalermo's students have been working on a time-line mural 
of important events in Chinese history. At McQuenney Elementary, 
Mrs. McCurry's students focused on Egypt. Koennecke School 
students learned about Spanish and Oerman Christmas customs of 
Texas. Mrs. Margaret Shuff's students at Weinert Elementary studied 
archaeology, researching digs in North America and Egypt, preparing 
a culture, and making artifacts. They dug a site and laid the artifacts 
in layers aecording to the age of the civilization. Later, the fifth grade 
students dug the sixth grade students' artifacts and vico versa, using 
the methods they had learned. They mapped the site and laid the 
artifacts on a grid according to where they were found. The students 
were responsible for weighing, measuring, and cleaning the artifacts. 
After proposing hypotheses based on the uncovered artifacts, they 
researched for support of their hypotheses. The last activity included 
the writing and illustration of journals on their digs. 

Mrs. Vangie Cortez, Director in Seguin, has also been busy with 
committees in developing a gifted program for grades one, two, and 
three for the 1988-89 school year. 0 

REGION XVII 
By Deanna Van Pell 

Plainview ISD has expanded orr services in 1987-88 to include 
two part. time consulting teachers, Debbie Stennett, K-5, and Edy Lou 
Mayfield, 6-12. District OM participation has grown to six division 
II teams and one division III leam, Approximately 200 PALS, 
Primary Able Learners, are participating in Texas Future Problem 
Solving. 

Slaton ISD and Lubbock-Cooper ISD have been developing their 
new orr programs together. Mary Helen Knox, Assistant Elemen
tary Principal, is in chargeofLubbock-Cooper's SPICE program, and 
Deanna Van Pelt, Slaton's Curriculum Supervisor, heads their pro
gram. Teachers for both resource pull-out and bi-weekly K-5 pro
grams that "flip-flop" mornings and afternoons will be selected 
shortly. 

The entire administration and faculty of the two districts had two 
days inservice training in August on teaching higher level thinking 
skills to all students at all grade levels. Barbara Curbo and Barbara 
Colwell conducted the training that stressed journal writing as an 
introspective methOd to express feelings and opinions. Teachers in 
both systems are using many of the higher level thinking activities, 
and comments from students, teachers, administrators, and parents 
have been very positive. 

Both Lubbock-Cooper and Slaton have scheduled three additional 
days of AAT on orr characteristics and identificalion, decision
making techniques for the classroom. and designing and implement. 
ing differentiated curriculum for orr students. 

The December II TI·IN Network broadcast on "Pre-school and 
Primary Education for the Gifted" with Sandra Kaplan focused on 
Lubbock's Summer Journeys program. Examples of interdisciplinary 
pre-school/primary differentiated curricula from Summer Journeys 
program were shown. The Summer Journeys will be available again 
this summer for teachers ofpre-K through grade IWO. Applications to 
participate may be obtained from Julie Duncan, orr coordinator in 
Lubbock, 

Lubbock ISD has also been seleeted by TEA as one of six exem
plary demonstration sites for len days of on-site visitation in the spring 
of 1988. Reservations fo{ visiting the ClMA program sites may also 
be made by contacting Julie Duncan. 
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A Pre-school-Primary Early Identification Conference will be held 
in Lubbock April 29-30 at the Lubbock Civic Center. Conference 
brochures should be in the mail soon. Q 

REGION XIX 
By Jeannetle Cvvinglon 

Dr. Bertie Kingore, past president of TAOT, was the keynote 
speaker ata recent Elementary Oifted and Talented Mini-Conference 
sponsored by the Y sleta ISD in El Paso. Her topiCS included "Oifted 
Education; Developing the Whole by Recognizing the Important 
Parts" and ''Thinking Activities that Work Without Overworking the 
Teacher." Mike Cassidy. District Direetor of Elementary Education, 
and Pat Panus, Supervisor of the Oifted and Talented Program, 
reinforced the efforts of orr teachers and discussed future develop
mental plans for the Oifted and Talented Program. The keynote w~ 
followed by mini-workshops and an idea exchange. 

Classroom orr teachers, members of TAOT, shared hands-on 
activities: Minerva Acosta, "Creative Problems Solving," Beverlee 
Drugan, ~ICritical Thinkjpg:' Betty Farner, ;"Creative Thinking," 
Jacki Panke, "Research Methodology," and Janet Winstead, "Lead
ership Skills." The idea exchange followed during whiCh orr 
teachers Marilyn Ellison, Jeanne VanderRoest, Libby Raach and 
Mary Phillips shared strategies with other orr teachers. The confer· 
ence was one in a series of specialized staff development activities fOI 
district personnel involved in gifted/talented programs. 

The Ysleta ISD provides a unique program for ils mathematically 
gifted seventh-gmde females. Each year. 40 to 50 girls arc selected 
from Honors 7 mathematics classes in all eleven middle schools to 
participate in a week long activity combining field trips to the 
University of Texas at El Paso's engineering and science labs, White 
Sands Missile Range, and the Texas Tech School of Medicine: 
opportunities to meet and talk with role-models; creative uses of 
computers; and mathematics instruction. During the following 
school year, mentors work with the girls on projeets and provide an 
on-the-job site visit. In subsequent summers, reunion meetings are 
held, and counselors provide career information and needed special 
assistance. 

Parents and teachers are included in some of the sessions, too. The 
overall goals of the program are to encourage the participants I<J 
prepare themselves for mathematics related careers and to make them 
aware of their special abilities and the opportunities that await them. 

Susan Smith, Mathematics Supervisor; Armenia Smith, Enrich· 
ment Supervisor; and Evelyn Bell, Assistant Superintendent, coordi· 
naled the program. ,. Q 

~~. 
There can be no question that developing in the minds of our 
students the ability to think-critically at least, if not also creatively
is a prime objective of basic schooling. Unless students can be 
trained to think critically, nonc of the other objectives of basic 
schooling, K through 12, Can be achieved, They cannot develop 
skill in the language arts, mathematics, and in scientific investiga
tion. Their understanding of important ideas and issues cannot be 
increased and deepended. 
Mortimer Adler, "The Latest Educational Mania-Critical Thin
inglt 
The Paideia Bulletin 
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YOUR 1988 EXECUTIVE BOARD ... 

NrnETTHEEXECUTIVEBOARD 

HILLREY DUFNER, Region I 

Hillrey Dufner 

As Director of Gifted Programs for 
Weslaco lSD, my responsibilities include 
developing the program, training t""chers, 
identifying students and communicating with 
the people of the district. My greatest achieve· 
ments and contributions to gifted education 
are yet to come and will be in curriculum 
development and coordination for teaching 
problem solving. 

DR. AMANDA D. BATSON, Region TIl 

In Victoria ISD (VISD), I have worked with colleagues to open 
an elementary orr magnet school. Dudley Gifted and Talented 
Magnet School opened in September, 1987. Dudley utilizes VISD 
orr curriculum, ENCOMPASS. Other offerings include an outstand· 
ing library, fully operating science lab, exemplary computer lab, 
Spanish instruction, two full-time Grr resource teachers, a principal 
and 60+ faculty/staff members devoted to and trained in education of 
the gifted. Come see usl 

DR. ANN WEISS, Region IV 

It is my joy to have been in gifted education for 18 y=s; first as 
mother of two gifted teenagers. as officer in three advocacy groups, 
as a doctoral student at TWU, and as presenter of many workshops 
state and nationwide. My gr""test delight now is in my classroom, 
sharing my nurturing and enthusiasm for learning with my wonderful 
gifted students. 

GINGER RIGBY, Region V 

I was introduced to TAGT as an Elementary Cwriculum Director 
in the Bridge City Independent School District. I taught Chapter I for 
twelve years, grade One for two years, and premium second-gmde 
students. It is my belief that schools should provide more opportuni. 
ties for gifted students. My goal will be to help teachers revitalize our 
gifted programs and, as a result, broaden the education of our gifted 
students. 

Other board members will be highlighted 

in subsequent issues. 
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CHARLOTTE HUFFAKER, Region XVI 

Charlotte Huffaker 

My involvement with GfT education 
began as a parent of two identified Grr daugh
ters. I helped organi,e a parent support group, 
Panhandle Plains Association for the Gifted 
and Talented, and served as its frrst president. 
Service on the steering committee for the 
TAGT Regional Conference at WTSU and 
attendance at four state conventions has 
helped me meet the many Te,as parents and 
professionals who share the goal of quality 
education for the gifted. 

E. JEAN HOLCOMBE, Region IX 

As a parent I have been involved in GfT programs in three states 
since 1975, One of the most challenging and rewarding activities was 
serving on the Task Force formulating a Grr program in Union ISD 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, I have served as President of the Wichita Falls 
Parent Group (WAG) for the past two years, working to increase 
awareness of the needs of gifted students among others in the 
community. 

DEANNA VAN PELT, Region XVII 

Deanna Van Pelt 

As Pre,K-12 Curriculum Supervisor for 
Slaton lSD, this is my nineteenth year in Texas 
public education. Since 1979, I have been 
involved with developing programs for gifted 
students in Regions XVI and XVII as Grr 
facilitator and coordinator. With Grr pro
grams mandated for Texas Schools, this will 
be an exciting em for TAGT. Texas gifted 
students, and all of uS who "help make it 
happen." 

PAT PANUS, Region XIX 

\ 
\ 
PatPanus 

Presently, I am supervisor for theelemen· 
tary Oifted and Talented Program in the Ysleta 
ISD. I find it especially rewarding to work 
with energetic, dedicated Grr t""chers. Last 
summer I initiated a comprehensive Grr Staff 
Development Program in which regular class
room teachers and orr t""chers interacted to 
incr""se all students' higher level thinking 
skills. One of my ongoing projects is the 
revision of all curriculum guides. 
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CELEBRATE GIFTEDNESS
"FIRST' AT LAMAR 

More than 400 educators, parents, and future teachers participated 
in 35 different special interest sessions at the first Annual Southeast 
Regional Conference for Gifted Education held at Lamar-Beaumont 
and chaired by Dr. Aileen Johnson, Associate Professor in Profes· 
sional Development and Graduate Studies, and Marianne Fiorenza, 
GiftedITalented Supervisor for BISD. Keynote sessions featured 
William Nash, past-president of the National Association for Gifted 
and Talented; Terry Brandt, Assistant Superintendent of Harris 
County Department of Education: and Carolyn Crawford, State 
Board of Education member and BISD administrator. A Lamar 
alumnus. Joe Bartlett. Texas Association of Classroom Teachers, 
provided a 2.hour workshop On ""Identification of Gifted Students." 
Mark Cooper, Fara Goulas. and Rita Stevens, Faculty in the Lamar 
University College of Education, were also conference presenters. 

o 
THINKING ENRICHES ALL CHILDREN'S HORIZONS 

My Personal Constitution 
By Kaye Muennink 
Randolph Field ISD 

In this past year, through the Bicentennial of the Constitulion, we 
celebrated the timely thought of our forefathers. Time has come now 
for educators to put fonh their own thoughts about productive think
ing. The priority must lie with each of us to begin work on our own 

personal constitution supporting the foundation of ail personal free" 
doms, particularly freedom of thought. 

As a teacher of the gifted, I have clearly seen a need for a personal 
constitution to be directed toward the inclusion of higher level 
thinking skills into the entire school's basic curriculum, not just that 
of the gifted program. 

My personal constitution directs me to free and challenge the 
thinking not only of students but of teachers as well. In doing this, my 
main concern is to incorporate thinking which is thoughtfullyproduc
tive. 

In order to establish my personal constitution I created the TEACH 
program based on Ihe philosophy that Thinking Euriches All 
Children's Horizons. Acting as a catalyst, I make regularly scheduled 
visits in all classrooms and teach using activities which stress creative 
thinking. critical thinking. logic, and problem solving. I then leave 
follow·up activities for the teachers which are directed to their 
cwriculum. 

The preamble of my personal conStitution selS forth the principles 
that I, too, as our forefathers. can make a difference: 

I, Kaye Muennink, as teacher of the gifted at Randolph 
Elementary School, do establish this plan for the fertilization 
of thinking skills for all, to offer activities that will stimulate 
and challenge, to allow the freedom of thought to benefit all 
for themselves, their school, their country, and their future. 
I will actively promote TEACH as my personal constitution 
for the productivity of thinking. 0 

Announcing 
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Third National Creativity and Inventive Thinking Skills Conference 
sponsored by Richardson Independent School District 

and 
RISE Foundation 

in cooperation with other agencies -
Sheraton-Park Central Hotel and Tower 

Dallas, Texas 
June 2-4, 1988 

Registration Fee: $75.00 per person 
For more infonnation, contact: 

Don Hiett 
Registration Coordinator 

214-234-0249 
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

BYLAWS 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR ruE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

BYLAWS 

ARTICLE!: NAME 

Section 1: This organization shall be known as the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented, herein referred 
to as TAGT. 

Section 2: The Association is duly incorporated as a nonprofit organization under the laws of the state of Texas, 
pursuant to the Articles of Incorporation filed June 12, 1978. 

Section 3: The Association shall be governed by these Bylaws which may be amended in accordance with the 
provisions herein. The Bylaws shall not conflict with the Articles of Incorporation. 

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE 

Section 1: T AGT will promote the education of gifted and talented persons by supporting and encouraging new and 
existing activities significant to their education. Gifted and talented individuals are those who excel 
or have the potential to excel in any of the following areas: general intellectual ability, specific aca
demic aptitude, creative or productive thinking, leadership, visual or performing arts, and psycho
motor ability. 

Section 2: The Association will disseminate information pertinent to gifted and talented education. 
Section 3: The Association will support and encourage participation in fields related to education of the gifted and 

talented. 

ARTICLE III: STRUCTURE 

Section 1: TAGT is a statewide organization composed of members in good standing. 
Section 2: Individual members of T AGT shall be represented through regional divisions in accordance with the 

geographic boundaries established for Education Service Centers. 
Section 3: Individual members within any regional division may form local chapters and affiliate with T AGT. 

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1: Membership shall be open to any interested person or group. 
Section 2: T AGT members in good standing shall maintain their status by proper payment of dues. Local chapters 

may affiliate with the Association. 
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Section 3: The dues structure shall consist of various membership levels determined by the Executive Board. 
Section 4: Members shall be entitled to vote in TAGT elections and other Association business as determined by 

the Executive Board. 
Section 5: Members are eligible for election to office and to serve on committees. 

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS 

Section I: Elected officers of this organization shall be the President, President-Elect, First Vice-President, Second 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Immediate Past-President. These officers shall be herein designated 
the Executive Committee. 

Section 2: Officers of the Association shall serve the length of time specified in Association policies. Terms of 
office shall commence at the conclusion of the annual conference. 

Section 3: The President shall be that member of the Association who has just completed hislher term as President
Elect. The President shall preside at the Association business meeting, serve as chairperson of the 
Executive Board, and the Policies and Practices Committee. The President shall serve as co
chairperson of the Professional Development Committee and be an ex-officio member of all 
committees except the Nominations Committee. The President shall make all authorized appoint
ments, enter into and co-sign contracts, and serve in all other capacities authorized by the Charter and 
Bylaws. 

Section 4: The President-Elect shall serve as chairperson for the Conference Committee and as an ex-officio 
member of the Nominations Committee. 

Section 5: The First Vice-President shall serve as the chairperson of the Editorial and Research Committee. 
Section 6: The Second Vice-President shall serve as chairperson of the Advocacy Committee. 
Section 7: The Secretary shall serve as chairperson of the Finance Committee and maintain systematic records of 

all actions of the Association. 
Section 8: The Immediate Past-President shall serve as chairperson of the Nominations Committee and of the Long

Range Planning Committee. The Immediate Past-President shall serve as co-chairperson of the 
Professional Development Committee. In the event the office of President is vacated for any reason, 
the Immediate Past-President shall complete the President's term of office as President Pro-tem, and 
shall subsequently serve hislher full term of Immediate Past President. 

Section 9: All officers shall serve until their successors are installed. In the event any officer, except the President, 
is unable to fulfill hislher term of office, the President shall, with the approval of the Executive Board, 
fill the remainder of that term with an appointee. 

Section 10: An Executive Director for the Association shall be approved by the Executive Board. The Executive 
Director shall be a non-voting member ofthe Board. The Executive Director shall be covered by such 
bond as may be required by the Executive Committee. The office and duties of the Executive Director 
shall be reviewed annually by the Executive Committee, and the Executive Committee shall 
recommend contract status to the Executive Board for approval. The Executive Director shall be an 
ex-officio member of all committees. 

ARTICLE VI: COMMITTEES 

Section I: The Executive Committee shall have the authority to conduct business ofthe organization between board 
meetings. 

Section 2: Standing Committees ofTAGT shall be Policies and Practices, Professional Development, Conference, 
Editorial and Research, Advocacy, Finance, Long-Range Planning and Nominations. These 
committees shall recommend to the Executive Board and work through the Executive Director. Each 
chairperson may organize sub-committees as needed with Executive Committee approval. 
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(a) The Long-Range Planning Committee shall be chaired by the Immediate Past-President and will 
update the long-range plan, formulate an annual written evaluation and coordinate the election of 
officers. 

(b) The Nominations Committee shall consist of the Immediate Past-President, serving as Chairperson, 
the President-Elect, as an ex-officio member, and at least four non-officers of the Association. The 
Nominations Committee chairperson shall appoint members of the committee at least ninety days 
prior to an election, and facilitate the election process of TAGT in accordance with the rules and 
regulations set forth for the Association. 

Section 3: Ad Hoc Committees may be appointed by the President with the approval of the Executive Board. 
Section 4; Committee members shall be eligible for nomination for an executive office. 

ARTICLE VII: REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

Section 1; One representative from each geographic region of the Education Service Centers shall provide 
leadership with hislher regional division for a two-year term. 

Section 2: The President with the approval of the Executive Board shall be empowered to fill the regional 
representative vacancies by appointment. 

ARTICLE VIII; EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1; The Executive Board shall be the governing body of the Association. The voting members shall be 
members of the Executive Committee and the regional representatives. Advisory (non-voting) 
members shall be the Executive Director, the Director of the Office of Gifted and Talented of the 
Central Education Agency and the chairperson of each Ad Hoc Committee. 

Section 2; A minimum of nine board members, six of whom are regional representatives and three of whom are 
officers, shall constitute a quorum. The Executive Director shall notify all executive board members 
of official meetings of the Executive Board. Executive Board meetings shall be open meetings. 

Section 3; The Executive Board members shall attend a minimum of two of the regularly scheduled board meetings 
each year. Failure to do so may result in removal from the Executive Board. 

Section 4: The Executive Board shall approve all appointed positions. 

ARTICLE IX; MEETINGS 

Section I; The Executive Committee shall have the authority for scheduling the time and place of the meetings of 
the Association. 

Section 2; The annual conference, regional conferences, institutes, and business meetings may be sponsored by the 
Association. The Executive Director shall notify members of dates, times, and locations. 

Section 3; Twenty-five members in good standing shall constitute a quorum at the annual business meeting. 
Section 4; Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised (1981 ed.) shall govern proceedings of the Association in all 

cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws. The 
President may appoint a member of the Executive Board to serve as parliamentarian. 
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ARTICLE X: NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

Section I: Any member who has served a mimimun of one year on the Executive Board or as a member of a standing 
committee may be nominated for office in the Association. 

Section 2: The Nominations Committee shall canvass the membership, through the Association's publication or 
otherwise, for potential nominees. Following the canvass of the membership, the Nominations 
Committee shall convene and ascertain willingness and availability of each potential nominee. Any 
name submitted by twenty"five members or more for a particular office automatically shall be placed 
on the ballot. 

Section 3: The Nominations Committee shall submit a slate of nominees, mailed by the Executive Director, to the 
total membership with enough time allotted to permit the Executive Director to receive the returned 
ballots no later than thirty days prior to the annual conference. A simple majority of votes cast shall 
constitute election to office. The Nominations Committee chairperson shall submit the tally ofvotes 
to the President prior to the annual business meeting. The ballots shall be available for review in the 
T AGT office for one year after the completion of the election. 

ARTICLE XI: DUES AND ASSESSMENTS 

Section I: The amount of the annual dues or special assessments in TAGT shall be determined by the Executive 
Board. 

Section 2: Annual dues and assessments shall be submitted to the Executive Director of the Association. The mem" 
bership year shall be determined by the Executive Board. 

Section 3: All members shall be notified of dues and any assessments. 

ARTICLE XII: ASSOCIATION YEAR 

Section I: The organizational year shall begin at the conclusion of the annual conference. 

ARTICLE XIII: AMENDMENTS 

Section I: These Bylaws maybe amended by a two-thirds vote of the Executive Board ataduly constituted meeting. 
Amendments may be submitted in writing to each Executive Board member at least thirty days prior 
to a duly constituted meeting. 

ARTICLE XIV: PROIDBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION 

Section I: This Association affirms the policy of non-discrimination on the basis of sex, race, ethnic origin, age, 
or family status in its organizational affairs. 

ARTICLE XV: TERMINATION 

Section I: In the event the Association is dissolved, the Executive Board then in office shall continue until all affairs 
of the Association have been officially terminated. Any assets remaining after the payment of debts 
and obligations shall be disposed of in accordance with the Articles of Incorporation. 
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CALL FOR ARTICLES .... 
YOUR contributions to the TEMPO are warmly invited I Please 

submit "'tieles of general interest to parents and teache,s fo, 
possible publication in the TEMPO. 

Please use the following guidelines for articles you submit: 
1. Answer the five journalistic questions: Who? What? 

TAGT tempo 1988 Editorial and Research Committee 
EDITOR 

When? Where? Why? 
2. Please type and double-space articles, 50 spaces per line, 25 

lines per page. 
3. Include your name, position/role, region, address, and day

time telephone number with your aniele. 
4. Please limit anicles to 250 words or less 

HilIrey Dufner 
Patricia Haensly 
Martha McKee 
Alan Moore 

Kathy Hargrove 
First Vice·President 

The theme of the Spring issue is CREATIVITY. Articles must be 
received by February 15. Elisabeth Moreno 

Editorial Assistant 

Send all submissions to: TAGT, P. O. BOJ{ 9802 #814. Austin, 
Texas 78766. 
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFfED AND TALENTED 
P. O. Box 9802 #814/ Austin. TX 78766-9802 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CARD 

NAME~~~~~~~~ __________________________ __ 
(Dr., Mr., MrS., Miss. Ms.) 

ADDRESS __________________________________________ ___ 

CITY ____________________ STATE __________ ZIP ________ _ 

PHONE(s) L---.J _________________________________ _ 

__ New Membership __ Membership Renewal 
__ Parent (ESC Region -:l __ Educator (ESC Region -:l 

Other _________ _ 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $, ____________ _ 

$15 Individual: $25 Family: $100 Patron: $250 Sponsor $400 Lifetime': 
Limited to 100 people; payments may be made in 2 installments. 
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For Your TAGT Files 

Texas Association for Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1988 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Wayne Craigen. President, (806) 376-5531, GiftedfTalented Coordinator. Amarillo ISD,I616 South Kentucky, Building C. Suite 130, Amarillo, 
TX 79102 (Region XVI) 

Margaret Kress, President-Elect, (409) 756·7751, Special Programs Coordinator, Conroe ISD. 702 North Thompson. Conroe. TX 77301 (Region 
VI) 

Kathy Hargrove, First Vice-President, (214) 881-8007, Director of Academic Development. Plano lSD, 1517 Avenue H. Plauo. TX 75074 (Region 
X) 

Celeste Barnes. Second Vice.President, (713) 623·5232. Houston lSD, 3830 Richmond, Houston, TX 77027 (Region IV) 
Mary Jane Reeves. Secretary, (806) 376-5521, Region XVI Education Service Center, P.O. Box 30600, Amarillo, TX 79120 
Bertie Kingore. Immediate Past·President, (915) 677·7281, Director, Threshold Program for Gifted Youth. Hardin-Simmons University. Drawer 

E, Abilene. TX 79698 (Region XIV) 
Laura Allard. Executive Director. (512) 343·1886. P. O. Box 9802 #814. Austin, TX 78766·9802 (Region XIII) 
Ann Show, Ex-Officio Board Member, (512) 463·9455, Director of Gifted!Talented Education. 1701 North Congress, Austin. TX 78701 (Regior. 

XIII) 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATNES 

I Hillrey Dufner, (512) 968·1515, Weslaco lSD, P. O. Box 266, Weslaco, TX 78596 

II Ginger Harris. (512) 992-5975, Windsor Park Elementary School. 4525 South Alameda, Corpus Christi. TX 78412 
III Amanda Batson. (512) 576-3131, Victoria lSD, P. O. Box 1759, Victoria. TX 77902 
IV Ann Weiss. (713) 444-1050, Spring lSD, 16717 Ella Blvd .. Houston. TX 77090 

V Ginger Rigby, (713) 735·5459, Hauon Elementary School, Bridge City, TX 77611 
VI Pauicia Haensly, (409) 845-2337, Gifted and l'.uented Institute, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843 

VJl Kathy Harry, Tyler ISD. P. O. Box 2035, Tyler. TX 75710 
VIII Suzanne Patty. (214) 784-6668, Paris ISD. 1920 Clarksville, Paris. TX 75460 

IX Jean Holcombe, (817) 692.0558.1800 Brazos, Wichita Falls. TX 76309 
X Micky Mayer, (214) 231·6301. Region X Education Service Center, 400 East Spring Valley. P. O. Bm 831300, Richardson. TX 

75083·1300 
XI Gordon Doggett, (817) 283·4461. REB lSD, 1849 Central Drive. Bedford, TX 76021 

XlI Ann Wink, (817) 526.4530. Killeen lSD, P. O. Box 967. Killeen, TX 76540 
Xlll Marcy Voss, (409) 968·3131, laGrange lSD, P. O. Box 100, LaGrauge, TX 78945 
XIV Polly Jo James, (915) 677-2746, 625 SOUlh 8th. Abilene, TX 79602 
XV James Coffey, (915) 658-6571, Region XV Education Service Center, P. O. Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 

XVI Charlotte Huffaker, (806) 353·0498. 3505 Daubury, Amarillo, TX 79109 
XVII Deauna Vau Pelt, (806) 828·6504, Slaton lSD, 300 South 9th. Slaton, TX 79364 
XVlll B. K. Dean, (915) 683·7824, Academic Counseling and Enrichment Center, Box 3912. Odessa. TX 79760 
XIX Patricia Pauus. (915) 859-7971, Ysleta IsD. 9600 Sims, El Paso, TX 79925 
XX Margie Irwin. (512) 647-2204, Northside ISD. 5900 Evers Road, Sau Antonio. TX 78238 

Kathy Hargrove, Editor 
TAGT rempo 
1517 Avenue H 
Plauo, TX 75074 
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