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GIFTED FOR LIFE: A PERSONAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

by Wayne Craigen 

I hope Dr. Margaret Kress and the TAGT conference commit
tee will allow me to take the theme ofthis year's conference Gijled 
for Life and use it in a different conrext. As my year as President 
draws to a close, I want to take a few moments to let you, our 
members, know what a pleasure it has been to serve as President. In 
addition, I want to share with you why being a part of TAGT has 
brought many gifts that indeed I will have with me for the restofmy 
life. 

Probably the grearest gift I have received is knowing and 
working with the members of our TAGT Executive Board. Each 
member is dedicated to seeing that the needs of gifted/talenred 
children in our stare are being met. With the talents each one 
possesses, it is no wonder that during our board and committee 
meetings, creative ideas flow freely along with practical ways to put 
these ideas into action. 

In particular, I would like to share with you seven special gifts 
I have received. These one of a kind gifts are named Margaret 
Kress, Kathy Hargrove. Celeste Barnes. Mary Jane Reeves, Bertie 
Kingore, Laura Allard, and Ann Shaw. They are the members of 
your TAGT Executive Committee. 

Margaret Kress, TAGTPresident-Elect, has given me the gift 
of planning what I think will be the most productive annual 
conference TAGT has ever had. With just a quick glance at the 
conference program it is evident that a broad range of topics will be 
addressed. This points out our need to share the diversity of ways 
we are successfully helping to address the complex needs of this 
special population. It is truly agiftknowing that Dr. Kress will bring 
her special leadership skills to us as she assumes the office of 
President of T AGT. 
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Kathy Hargrove, TAGT First Vic ... President, has given me 
the gift of vision and organization. During the past two years I am 
sure you have noticed how our TEMPO has become an even more 
sophisticated and informative publication. Knowing how she wanted 
to serve our members through our publications. she has steadily 
worked to see her plans put into action. 

Celesre Barnes, TAGT Second Vic ... President, has given me 
the gifts of graciousness and professionalism. In spearheading our 
membership drive she has presenred us with eXCiting ways to help 
others understand why our organization is crucial to protecting our 
state's most precious natural resource. 

Mary Jane Reeves, TAGT Secretary, has given me the gifts of 
energy and resourcefulness. As chairperson of our finance commit
tee, she has shared with uS a future for TAGT that is financially 
secure so thatTAGT may can tinue to be our state's voice for gifted 
and talenred children. 

Bertie Kingore, TAGT Immediate Past-President, has given 
me the gifts of determination and kindess. During Bertie's year as 
TAGT President a new structure for our organization came into 
place. Because of her desire to make TAGT a more productive or
ganization, I shall never forget her exemplary leadership. 

Laura Allard, TAGT Executive Director, has given me the 
gifts of productivity and persistence. Lauraexemplifies what T AGT 
is about. It is amazing to watch the enormous amount of energy she 
gives to addressing parents, educators, and legislators about the 
needs of gifted/talented children. We are SO fortunare to have an 
Executive Director who sees what she does not as a job, but as a 
lifetime of dedication and commitment. 

Ann Shaw, TEA liason to TAGT, has given me the gifts of 
quality and friendship. In a world where the best is sometimes 
sacrificed because of the lack of desire,time, and/or money, it is to 
our benefit to have our Stare Director of Gifted Education dedicated 
to seeing that we provide the best gifted programs possible. It is 
through her guiding hands that so many of uS have learned the best 
road to take may not always be the shortest nor the most smoothly 
paved. 

As you Can see, I am rich because of my exposure to the gifts 
and talents of our Board. I thank our Board for what they have given 
to me and I thank you, our members, for the privilege of being able 
to serve you as President. InNovember,attheendofmypresidency, 
I shall not only carry with me many fond memories about the past 
year but I shall exit richer than when I began. It is because of what 
I have been given that I am truly "gifted for life." Q 
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CAPITAL VIEWS 
Uy Laura Allard, 
Executive Director 

A new term of school has begun. The awesome responsibility 
for the education of society's children continues to challenge 
parents and educators. Slate Soard of Education members are 
working to provide an equitable financial base and the educational 
program framework necessary to operate school settings of high 
quality. The Texas Education Agency staff is dedicated to provid
ing the professional leadership and expertise necessary to ensure 
each child an education commensurate with his/her innate poten
tial. Each school district staff is striving to provide the end result 
of these combined efforts-----M educational experience for each 
student that permits his/her learning potential to be developed to its 
highest possibility. This is a cooperative adventure of excitement 
and magnitude. Itis the greatest, most demanding task of our nation. 

Some statistics found in the Texas Education Agency Evalu
ation Repolt Stale Program for Glfted/Talenled Students indi
cate that in the 1987-88 school year, 164,161 gifted and talented 
students were served. The appropriation of state funding in this area 
was $8,756,925. A total of 598 districts applied for these funds, of 
which 162 were developmental programs, 301 were operational 
programs and 135 were a combination. In addition, such programs 
as Texas Future Problem Solving, Odyssey of the Mind, and the 
Texas Governor's School served the unique learning needs of 
hundreds of our state's gifted and talented students. TAOT desig
nated $12,000 of its budget for scholarship awards to students, 
educators and parents to participate in courses and programs that 
enhanced their learning opportunities. 

The future for our gifted/talented efforts includes our work 
with members of an elected S tate Board of Education, the profes
sional staff of the orr office and of other cwriculum areas in the 
Texas Education Agency. the leadership of other educational asso
ciations. as well as with members of the Texas Legislature which 
convenes in January, 1989. Through our annual conference, insti
tutes. and quarterly magazine. TAOT has a strong commiunent to 
serve the staff development and technical assistance needs of 
teachers and administrators as we work together to implement 
mandation of glt programs, K-12, by the school term 1990-91. All 
of us-parents, teachers, administrators, and students share in this 
partnership effort to provide an educational program of excellence 
and high quality for every student. 

Reminder: 
State Board of Education members 
are to be elected in the November 8, 

General Election. 
Become informed about the candidates in 

your district. 
VOTE! 
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As we go forth-best wishes for a rewarding educational ex
perience as we reach for the highest potential inherent in each of us. 

In Review and Retrospect 
On Tuesday. August 9. the Conference Committee on Educa

tion Appropriations ofhoth houses of Congress agreed to fund the 
Jacob Javi!s Oifted and Talented Bill for almost 8 million dollars. 
Senator Bill Bradly and Bill Foster, who is on leave from Rutgers 
University and is a member of Senator Bradley's staff, shepherded 
this legislation through the various stages involved in a bill becom
ing a funded reality. 

Funds for this legislation will probably not be available until 
1989. The regulations must be written by the Deparunent of 
Education. A new director may be appointed for the federal office 
ofGrrprior to guidelines being drafted. At this point, the sequence 
of events is not known. 

Please take time to write a letter of appreciation to Senator 
Bradley and Mr. Foster. United States Senate, Senate Office 
Building, Washington, DC 20525-3001. They deserve our 
accolades. 

It has been my privilege and opportunity as your TAGT 
Executive Director to meet and intersct with administrators, teach
ers, and the ancillary staff of several small school districts in 
Brownwood, San Angelo, Henrietta, Franklin, and other parts of 
the state this past summer. We provided technical assistance in ad
ministrative designs and options available to glt programs and ad
dressed program learning needs of glt students. Sessions were 
conducted in which all the members of a district's staff were 
present 

They were exciting learning and growing experiences for me. 
Thank you for making it possible for me to be involved in the 
extensive efforts of all of us to achieve mandation of glt programs 
K-12 by 1990-91. It is a distinct and high honor to be your TAGT 
Executive Director. My gratitude is yours. 0 

--.0<11 .. -__ 1 •• 
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POLLY JAMES RECEIVES TEACHING AWARD 
Abilene ISO teacher (and TAGTRegion XIV representative) 

Polly James has been selected as One of five educators to receive the 
1988 Leon JaworsklA ward for Teaching Excellence. The award, 
sponsored by Law Focused Education, Inc., the State Bar of Texas 
and the Texas Young Lawyers Association, recognizes educators 
who have made an outstanding contribution to law focused educa
tion. 

Due to her innovative work in integrating law into the Abilene 
gifted and talented program, Abilene young people are learning to 
understand our system of government and respect the values of our 
judicial system.She has used mock trials, attorneys as guest speak
ers. field trips. and creative lesson plans to provide a challenging 
social studies curriculum for her students. 

Some of you may remember that the Spring 1988 issue of 
TEMPO featured the work of Polly's students in photography, 
another of her special interests. We hope that you will join uS in 
congratulating Polly and recognize Region XIV's good fortune in 
having such a committed. creative representative. 0 
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PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS SPEAK 
by Felice Kaufmann, Member, NAGC Board 

The selection and delivery of appropriate educational expe
riences is one of the most critical issues that teachers of the 
gifted confront. Such questions are complicated not only by 
pressing daily concernS like students' needs, scheduling, per· 
sonnel and materials, but also by the diversity of options 
recommended by authorities: acceleration (Stnnley, 1977), 
enrichment (Renzulli, 1977), mentorships (Runions, 1980), and 
leadership training (Foster, 1981). With so many problems and 
prototypes to consider, it is not surprising that many teachers of 
the gifted feel confUSed and bewildered. 

They may wonder: From the broad spectrum of alternatives, 
which programs deliver the most long.tenn benefiL. for gifted 
students? Which educational practices provide the skills that 
enable gifted children to flourish as adults? Which of the many 
authoritative investigations most clearly represent the atlitudes 
and needs of gifted people themselves? 

Description and Results of a Survey 

To elucidate these complex and challenging questions, a 
group of adults, who had been identified as gifted in their youth, 
were asked, as part of a continuing study (Kaufmann, 1981) to 
recount their most meaningful and enduring educational expe
riences. The subjects were a representative sample of 1964-68 
presidential scholars, who were chosen by a presidentially
appointed commission on the basis of outstanding scores on the 
National Merit Qualifying Test, autobiographical statements 
and the recommendations of school officials. 

Approximately 83% of these scholars were located and sent 
a comprehensive questionnaire. At the time of the survey, the 
subjects were living in all regions of the country. They repre· 
sented a wide variety of occupational groups, ranging from 
university professor to "self-proclaimed cowboy," from lin· 
guist to monk. Among this group, 184 subjects responded 10 the 
questions conceming their educational history, Because these 
individuals were in their late 20's and early 30's at the time of 
the survey, it was presumed that they were sufficiently "expert" 
to assess the long.range significance and impact of their educa· 
tion on their personal and career development, The responses 
were interesting and thought provoking and rendered many 

potentially valuable insights for educators, counselors and parents 
of gifted students. 

The results of the survey indicate that a significant number 
of respondents (40%) felt that a particular course or training 
program had been most relevant to their adult development. 
Most respondents remarked that the value of these experiences 
was that they provided opportunities to investigate a topic in 
depth, Personal involvement and meaning wcrec\early the main 
emphasis. As One individual, now a professor of languages, 
recalled: 

Starting the study of Greek in my .<enior year at col/ege 
led 10 my decision to continue IOward an advanced dCRree 
in classics. I lovedfirstthe leiters, then the discipline, and 
then the beauty of the poetry. Doing laboralOry research 
also helped me find out what it means to investigate a 
new problem. I learned intellectual techniques and 
altitudes which have affected all phases afmy life. 

Another subject, a mathematician, remembered: 

The significant time in my education was when I put my 
di.!sertation IOgether. It was the first time in my life ,hat I 
was able 10 learn what I wanted to learn, inlerpretfact.! 
as I wanttd to interpret them.l was in unknown territory; 
nobody in the world knew more about what I was doing 
than I did. It was at this time that I learned something
the joy of thinking. 

Another significant educational innuence, cited by 22% of 
the group, was exposure to diverse topics and opportunities for 
independent study. Many students noted that unfortunately Ihey 
had to wait un Iii college to have these types of experiences. A 
physician described the excitement of such learning: 

My most beneficial experience waS taking courses in 
college that showed alterna/ives 10 what was my only 
conception of what life should be. These came at a time 
when questioning and disapproval were a way of life for 
students and others. A combination of the time, the place, 
the independence and the opportunity made me realize 
that I only had 10 accoUnt to and please myselffor real 
learning to occur. 

Special teachers were mentioned by 21 % of the subjects. 
The nature ofthese teachers' influence ranged from the demon
stration of a particular ability or teaching technique to an overall 
model for life. The following quotations reflect these opinons: 
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An exciting, innovative and demanding English teacher in 
eighth grade opened my eyes to the power of my own 
mind and the delights of using it. She and other excellent 
teachers along the way helped influence my decision to 
be a teacher after graduation from college. 

For my sixth-grade accelerated program I had a teacher 
who placed much emphasis on old{ashioned English 
grammar, memori.ation. complicated math problems. in
depth research and reading. I did not like her personally 
-she was filled with idiosyncracie9-but she gave me 
a basic educa/ional foundation and belie[ in self to 
enable me always to conquer any knowledge I desired. 

Instances of intense personal growth were identified as most 
crucial by 8% of the group. Such experiences included personal 
relationships, school-related problems and resulting insights. 
and extra-curricular opportunities that boosted self-awareness 
and self-esteem. Several subject recounted such experiences: 

Prior to my summer at TASP (special program) I had liltle 
ronception of my own abilities and even less what was 
possible to iii.> or learn Intellectually. Although the program 
sobered me to my own limitations, it Is almost totally 
responsiblefor my career and my success. At the very least, 
it showed me alternatives of which I would never have been 
aware. What motivated me most was the fir." class I ever 
taught. That success radirally altered my self-concept by 
proving to me that I was capable of communicating with 
groups successful/yo This motivated me to become more 
extroverted and aware of ways to use my capabilities. Prior 
to this experience, 1 had been pretry much a recluse and 
selliedfor jobs that were far below my abilities in order to 
generate success. 

Other significant leaming experiences included the study of 
a particular book or film, participation in radical activities 
during the 1960s, travel, and negative experiences, such as 
losing a job or being divorced, which had unexpected positive 
outcomes. 

Suggestions for Teachers 

The study of the 1964-68 presidential scholars generated 
several clear guidelines for teachers of gifted students: 

tI' Provide opportunities for students to investigate a topic in 
depth, especially in areas thatare personally relevant; for 
example, high interest, preferred learning style, indi
vidually chosen products. Renzulli (1977) and Treffm 
ger (1978) present excellent models for this type of 
learning. Stanley's (1977) model also suggests a viable 
prototype for providing in-depth experiences. 

tI' Provide opportunities for students to become experts 
by encouraging them to become immersed in a topic. 
They would be allowed to take risks, play with ideas, 
and take as much time as they need to complete 
projects in way. that are personally meaningful. 
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Torrance (1984) calls this "teaching the skills of 
falling in love." 

tI' Expose students to a wide variety of resources, 
theories, viewpoints, and skills. While broad-based 
experiences should be inalienable rights of all stu
dents, they are especially important for the gifted. 
Tannenbaum (1983) refers to the importance of chanc( 
occurrences as determinants of giftedness. Teachers 
can be instrumental in making serendipitous matches 
hsppen. 

tI' Cultivate your own abilities and interests. Develop 
your own teaching style. Current research on mentor
ships (Torrance, 1984) implies that the modeling of 
values, attirudes and lifestyles often has further 
reaching significance than the teaching of specific 
subject matter. 

tI' Encourage exploration of self in all facets of the 
educative process. 

Gifted students by definition differvastIy from one another: 
therefore the preceding recommendations cannot be applied 
categorically to any single group. Teachers can use this report, 
however, to think about Individual students and their particular 
needs and abilities. More important, they might apply the 
information to conduct similar investigations of their own 
students who "have been there" and who wish to share their 
experience. 0 

Reprinted with permission of Tbe Gifted Child Today, GCT 
Inc., P.O. Box 6448, Mobile, Alabama. 36660.n448. July
August. 1986 issue. 
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GlfFTED FOR LlfFE 

COME AND EXPLORE 
Register now to attend theEleventh Annual Conference of the Texas Association for the Gifted and 
Talented and explore what it means to be GIFTED FOR UFE. The conference, to be held at the Stouffer 
Hotel in Austin, will open at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 16, and conclude at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 19. 

SPECIAL KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
Two general sessions and featured programs are planned to spark interest and expand our understanding of 
giftedness. Dr. Felice Kaufmann will present the Thursday morning opening address, sharing longitudinal 
research she is conducting on Presidential Scholars. She will also present a WOtkshop on The Underachieving 
Gifted Child. Another exciting program option Friday is a presentation by Dr. Terry Brandt investigating The 
Psychology of Creativity. Saturday's final general session will feature a panel of gifted adults and young adults 
moderated by Wayne Craigen, TAOT President. They will discuss the impact of being gifted on themselves and 
those around them. 

EXCITING STRANDS 
For those who want to immerse themselves in an area, strands will be offered in: 

Planning and Implementation of New Programs 
Featuring small sessions led by those actively 
involved in the creation of programs, especially 
those in small districts. 

Administration of Gifted Programs 
For the first time, T AOT offers a complete strand 
featuring more than fifteen sessions designed 
especially for Orr coordinators, Central Office 
Personnel, and Superintendents. 

Creativity 
Indulge in a full day of creativity, investigating the 
psychology behind creativity and acquiring and 
sharing specific ideas fOt the classroom. 
The Creativity Potpourri returns, so be prepared to share! 

Primary Programs 
Presenters investigate all aspects of Primary Programs for 
gifted students. Leam varied methods of identification as 
well as examples of classroom techniques and activities. 

Informative Breakout Sessions 
Those who want to sample a wide range of concerns and get a multitude of new classroom ideas can choose 
from fourteen different workshops during each of eight breakout sessions. The challenge for participants is to 
choose where to be at anyone time. 
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Student Exhibits 
Since it is the response or product that often makes the difference, you will be provided an opportunity to view 
projects designed by gifted students. Interact with them and ask about their research! Hear from the consumers 
of gifted programs. 

Advocacy Presentations 
Friday will also provide a variety of presentations for parents and their special needs. In addition, Laura Allard, 
TAGT Executive Director, is planning advocacy sessions to give us all ideas for promoting gifted education 
with the Texas Legislature, state and local school boards, and other public agencies who impact gifted education 
policy and funding. 

Especially for Parents 
In addition to the many day-time sessions of interest to parents, Dr. Felice Kaufmann will speak on Under
achievement in Gifted Students, Thursday evening, November 17,7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Wedgewood Room. 
(For those of you not already registered for some other portion of the conference, we would request a $5 contri
bution for this special presentation.) 

Exhibits 
The conference will give you a chance to see and experience frrst-hand the newest and best products available 
for gifted students. A large number of exhibitors will share their most exciting publications and programs. They 
will take orders, conduct on-the-spot sales, distribute catalogs, and provide on-site examination of their prod
ucts. 

STOUFFER 
AUSTIN HOTEL 

9721 Arboretum Blvd .. Au.tin. TX 78759. 

512-343-2626 

CUo~I"""'U"'" 
D~[I>I 
h"" ... tom 
tl~~I>ro~ 
1~1~'r\Q~0I'CI1 
~ 

STOUFFER ---;;.~ .. ~ 
AUSTIN lionl. 

FALL 1988 

Conference Site 
The Austin Stouffer Hotel is located in the Arbore
tum in northwest Austin. Shopping, restaurants, and 
entertainment are within walking distance. The 
facility is centered around a ten-story open area 
featuring fountains, art work, and a multitude of 
casual seating areas where you can meet and discuss 
ideas or leam more from that special presenter. 
Special room rates have been arranged and Stouffer's 
will provide daily Continental breakfast for $4.00 and 
a deli lunch Thursday and Friday for $5.00. 
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Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Conference Registration Form 
Eleventh Annual Conference 

Return Registration Form and Payment to: 
Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 

Stouffer Hotel Austin Austin, Texas 78766-9802 
November 16-19, 1988 (512) 343-1886 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name __________________ Telephone _______ _ 

Addr~s, _______________________________________________ __ 

Street City State Zip 

District/SchOOI ______________________________________ _ 

(only one registration pet form; please feel free to duplicate this page) 

Registration Options: 
1. Registration by Nov. 1 for current members or those who join TAGT now •• " •••••••••••••••• 75.00 __ 
2. Registration after Nov. 1 for members ................................................. 85.00 __ 

3. Registration by Nov. 1 for non-members ................................ ' •••••••••••••• 100.00 __ 
4. Registration after Nov. I for non-members ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110.00 __ 

5. One day registration for members by Nov. 1. • .......... .. • .... ....... ..... .. .. .. . • .... 35.00 __ 
Please check appropriate day. 
__ Thursday ~riday 
After November lst. .. • .. .. • .. .. .. • .. • .. • • • • .. • • .. ... 45.00 __ 

6. One day registration for non-memhers by Nov. I ......................................... 50.00 __ 
Please check appropriate day. 
__ Thursday __ Friday 
After November 1st. .................................. 60.00 __ 

7. Saturday Only 
Members ............................................ 15.00 __ 
Non-members. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25.00 __ 

8. Administrators' Luncheon (Friday) ..................................................... 15.00 __ 

Please Note: Arrangements for all evening activities will be completed on site. Also. because of more stringent copyright laws, 
TAGT has discontinued the Swap Shop. Two dollars of each registration fee is donated to the T AGT scholarship fund. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Please check appropriate blanks. 

8 

~ew Membership __ Membership Renewal 

~t ~ducator (ESC Region-> 

__ $15.00 Jndividnal __ $25.00 Family $,---

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $._--

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR CHECK_ NO PURCHASE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Registration fee less a $20 service charge per person will be returned if cancellation is 

requested in writing and postmarked by November 7, 1988. Refunds will be issued after January 1. 1989. 
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MAIL TO: Stouffer Austin Hotel 
9721 Arboretum Blvd. 
Austin, Texas 78759-9990 
(512) 343-2626 

STOUFFER AUSTIN HOTEL RESERVATION REQUEST 
TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 

NOVEMBER 16-19, 1988 

In order to insure convention rates and availability of space, room reservations must be received by 
OCTOBER 16, 1988. MAIL DffiECTL Y TO STOUFFER'S. 

Please print: 

Name. ___________________ --'Arrival Date, _____ _ 

Title/School. _________________ Time of Arrival~ ___ _ 

Billing Address ________________ Departure Date ____ _ 

City _____________ ,State _______ ,Zip, _____ _ 

Phone Number ______________ Numberofnights, ______ _ 

Rooms will not be available until after 3:00 p.m. on the day of arrival. Rooms will be held until 6:00 p.m. If 
you plan to arrive after 6 p.m., your reservation must be guaranteed by a deposit or a major credit card number. 

Nameofcardandnumber ______________________ _ 

Signature. _________________ ,Expiration date _____ _ 

Type of Accommodations (please check): 
Single_ 
Double, two people, one be~ 
Double,two people, two beds_ 
Triple_ 
Quad_ 

Please list all people who will be sharing the same room: 

$75.00 
75.00 
75.00 
80.00 
80.00 

All rooms are subject to an approximate 7% city tax. State tax can be waived, however, if tax exempt numbers 
on district stationery are presented at check-in time. Appropriate forms for a state sales tax waiver will be 

included with your registration confirmation. 

Stouffer's provides limousine service to and from the airport. 
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Wednesday, November 16 
Registration 
Exhibits 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Eleventh Annual Conference 

GUlF1I'lElD IF(J/Jf. UlFlE 
Stouffer Austin Hotel 
November 16-19, 1988 

Exhibit Hall Foyer 
Exhibit Hall 

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Thursday, November 17 
Registration 
Exhibits 
General Session 

Exhibit Hall Foyer 7:30 a.m.-5:oo p.m. 
Exhibit Hall 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Ballroom 8:30 a.m.-l0:00 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker: Felice Kaufmann 
Postscript from Presidential Scholars: 
Recommendations From Those Who Have Been There 

Morning Breakout-Session I -10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Afternoon Breakout-Session II -1:30 p.m.~3:oo p.m. 
Afternoon Breakout-Session 111- 3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

President's Reception - 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Ballroom 

Especially for Parents 
Felice Kaufmann: Underachievement in Gifted Students 
Wedgewood Room 7:30 - 9:00 p.m . 

• • •• •• •••• •• •• •• •• •• •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• 
Friday, November 18 
Registration 
Exhibits 

Exhibit Hall Foyer 
Exhibit Hall 

Morning Breakout-Session IV - 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Morning Breakout-Session V - 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Afternoon Breakout-Session VI - 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Afternoon Breakout-Session VII - 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Meet Your Regional Representative Wedgewood Room 

8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. - 6;00 p.m . 

• • • • •• •• • • • • • • • •• •• •• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • ••••••••••• 
Saturday, November 19 
Student Exhibits Exhibit Hall 
Morning Breakout-Session VIII 
General Session: Panel of Gifted Students and Adults 

"Gifted for Life" 

General Business Meeting 
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8:30 a.m. - II :00 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Ballroom 10:30 a.m. 

Ballroom 12:00 p.m. 

tempo FALL 1988 



8:30-10:00 

10:30-12:00 

12:00-1:30 

1:30-3:00 

3:30-5:00 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented 

Eleventh Annual Conference 
November 16-19, 1988 

Stouffer Austin Hotel 

£spectaUy for Administrators. 
Friday, November 18, 1988 

Is It Broken & Can Characteristics of TAGT& TACS: 
We Fix II? Effective Principals Partners in 
Complexities ofGIT Who Facilitate Education of the 
Program Development Education oflhe Gifted 

Gifted 
Ned Moss, Dennis Bullard Donna Clopton Laura Allard, 

Dr. Michelle D'Atley 
Jon Tate 

Using Lesson Plans Administration of Implementation of 
to Evaluate Programs Middle School HB 1050 in Small 
for the Gifted Programs for the School Districts 

Gifted 
Dr. Barbara Ferrell Tom Poore, Garland Deanna Van Pelt 

L.C. Middleton, Victoria 

Administrators' Luncheon: Dr. Amanda Batson, Facilitator 
"Administrators as Instructional Leaders of Gifted Programs" 
Dr. Terry Brandt 

Panel Discussion: 

Wanted: Super-Person 
for GIT Coordinator 

Adelle McClendon 

Four Administrators Answer Questions 
About Successful GIT Programs 
Dr. Charles Patterson, Superintendent, Killeen 
Pat Blattman, K-S, Principal, San Antonio 
Nolan Kunkel, K-3, Prinicipal, Hayes CISD 
Annette Scott, 9-12, Ass't. Principal, Victoria 

Iflformal Interaction 
with TEA Stolt 

Ann Shaw and 
Evie Hiatt 

Selecting the Right 
Teachers to Teach 
the Gifted 
Margie Irwin 

The pleasure of your company is requested. 
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CHAPTER 75 REVIEW MEETING EXAMINES 
TEXAS G!r CONCERNS 
by Kathy Hargrove. First Vice-President. TAGT 

Educators of the gifted and talented joined other teachers and 
adm~istrators at the April. 1988. Chapter 75 Review Meeting to re
examIne concerns related to glt and general education. 

General issues considered by the group were generated at 
zone meetings around the state and by lEA personnel. Some of tbe 
areas discussed we~ essential elements (changes/implementa
~lOn). lEAMS. gradmg. and tutorials. Questions raised by lEA 
!Dcluded graduation requirements. honors courses. possible new 
courses. and programs and prerequisites. 

Jeanette Covington chaired the committee which submitted 
the following consensus report addressing both !he strengths of 
Chapter 75 and problems with its implementation. The committee 
submitted recommendations to improve the implementatinn of the 
essential elements and to address general curriculum concernS 
relating to gifted and talented students. 

1_ Strengths or Implementation of Essential Elements 
A. Chapter 75 recognizes gifted and talented students as a 

Hspecial population." 
B. Chapter 75 includes a number of provisions which 

help facilitate meeting the needs of gifted srudents; 
i.e .• differentiated graduation requirements, advanced 
placement testing. diploma with honors, etc. 

C. Chapter 75 establishes a base of minimum competen
cies. This allows local districts to develop manage
ment systems that account for quick mastery of 
minimum competencies and that allow for subsequent 
acceleration. enrichment, and/or extensions of the 
regular curriculum. 

D. Chapter 75 requires that programs for special popula
tions (including gifted and talented) be an integral 
part of the total instructional program. 

II. Problems with Implementation of Essential Elements 
and Recommendations 

12 

A. Current rules do not adequately address the academic 
needs of gifted students at grades 1 and 2. As a result, 
hundreds of the brightest children are attending 
non-publiC schools because of restrictions in the law. 
RECOMMENDATION :Provisions for advanced 
placement need to be developed for grades K and I, 
allowing young. precocious children a more appropri
ate placement 

B. Chapter 75.4(b)(2) states that "school districts are 
encouraged to modify the delivery of instruction for 
gifted and talented students by accelerating. providing 
greater depth, and expanding the essential elements 
described in this chapter." 
RECOMMENDATION: change "encouraged" to 
required. 

C. School districts deny gifted and !alented students K-12 
a variety of instructional options because of a literal, 
rigid adherence to time allotments. 
RECOMMENDATION: Clarify the options avail
able to local districts under 75.141. Add a section (c) 

to address bow time provisions may be modified for 
gifted students. 

m. Other Concerns and Recommendations 
A. The existing requirement to use multiple criteria to 

enter an honors course is preventing some students 
from participating in more challenging curricula. 
RECOMMENDATION: Reword (75.152 [el) 
"specific criteria for entry ... " to read: "Local districts 
must use multiple criteria to help individual students 
seleet appropriate honors courses." 
RATIONALE: AIl students should have equal access 
to challenging curriculum and/or weighted grade point 
systems that may affect class rank. 

B. Underachieving gifted students have not been 
adequately included in the "at risk" definitions. 
RECOMMENDATION: Use part of "at risk" 
funding for programs for underachieving gifted. 

C. With malldation in 1990 rapidly approaching. many 
administrators and teachers still need extensive staff 
development in gifted education. 
RECOMMENDATION: Provide initial and update 
training in gifted education. 

D. The current descriptor for honors COurses (75.142, 
p.324, [d] and [e]) uses language associated with 
programs for the gifted without addressing the full 
scope of a gifted program. A major COnCern is the 
question of whether honors/AP courses adequately 
meet the needs of gifted and talented srudents. 
RECOMMENDATION: A descriptive narrative 
which differentiates between honors! AP and 
gifted programs must be incorporated in the State 
Rules for Curriculum. Local curriculum guidelines 
for the gifted must be based upon concepts and 
generalizations with broad applicability. The content 
used to develop those concepts must be comprehen
sive and complex. The processes must foster indepen
dence by developing more abstract and complex 
reasoning skills as tools to understand major concepts 
and generalizations. Some of these tools include: 

• critical and creative thinking skills; 
• problem-solving skills; and 
* more comprehensive research skills and methods. 

Products produced within the courses for gifted 
students must be designed for appropriate real audi
ences, challenge existing ideas, and make use of 
more divergent techniques, forms, or materials. 
RATIONALE: Recent legislative cbanges mandate 
K-12 gifted programs by 1990. It is critical that the 
state curriculum document provide direction for school 
districts for developing and implementing these 
programs. These guidelines should facilitate !he 
building of quality programs which can appropriately 
nurture gifted students and clearly explain the differ
ences that may exist between honors/ AP and the gifted 
program. 

These recommendations were compiled in a report which 
was then presented to the State Board of Education. (l 
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LET'S KEEP THEM GIFTED FOR LIFE 
by Dr. Marnell L. Hayes and Dr. Robert Sloat 
Department of Special Education 
Texas Woman's University 

A gifted life-it was a gifted life until that beautiful life was 
abruptly and tragically ended by a bullet, a knife, a bottle of pills, 
a razor blade, a one-person car accident or one of a myriad of other 
ways a child or adolescent may choose to destroy the gift of life. 
Suicide among adolescents has reached epidemic proportions and 
is the second leading cause of death among adolescents. 

The concern about suicide has turned to what may be the 
special Vulnerability of gifted students to depression and suicide. 
Delisle (1986) outlined four mllior issues which may link gifted 
students to suicide risk: 

-perfectionism 
-pressure from those around them for high achievement 
-"out-of-sync" development of their social and academic 

abilities 
-inability to alter the world around them in any significant 

way 
While some authorities question the suicide/gifted link as 

merely theoretical, others are beginning to examine the issue for 
more hard data. Harkavy and Asnis (1985) reported in a prestigious 
medical journal on their survey of 382 srudents in a high school for 
the intellectually gifted. Almost 9% of these students reported at 
least One suicide attempt. In spite of the fact that these students had 
been willing to reveal this information to the researchers, fewer than 
half of them had been seen by professionals for help. 

Hayes and Sloat (1988) conducted a four-eounty survey of 
high SChool counselors on suicide-related occurrences (suicides or 
attempts) which had come to the counselors' attention during the 
school year 1986-87. Although gifted students are generally con
sidered to represent 2-5% of the general school population, they 
comprised almost 19% of the suicides or attempts reported. 

This srudy was followed by a questionnaire completed by 
over 100 gifted high SChool students in which attitudes, knowledge 
and other areas related to the concept of suicide were examined. In 
responding to questions, 22% of those adolescents responding 

indicated that they had seriously considered suicide, and 25% had 
talked to a friend about the possibility of committing suicide. 

Further srudy will help determine how to avoid or ameliorate 
the specific risk factors related to suicide. Continuing research on 
the attitude of gifted students toward suicide and its causes may help 
define new prevention programs which can be successful Leroux 
(1986) suggests that gifted youngsters might very well use their 
talents to design their own prevention and counseling programs. "If 
together they decide on a course of action," she says, "the treatment 
is more likely to succeeed. Counselors need to learn that bright 
young people often do not respond to treatment in the same ways as 
normative youngsters" (p. 79). 

Gifted parent groups are among those becoming more aware 
of the suicide risk to all adolescents. Information and prevention 
programs are available, both to parent groups and tD teens them
selves. One excellent source of pamphlets, references. school 
curriculum guides, and films in the Youth Suicide National Center, 
with offices on beth the east and west coasts. 

If pressures felt by all adolescents are increasing, then gifted 
adolescents, with their burden of increased awareness and sense of 
responsibility, may indeed be most at risk. The responsibility is 
clear for parents and teachers to take the necessary steps to bring the 
frightening trend toward suicide to an end. The gifted youngster 
who wants to take his or her own life because of a sense of inability 
to make a difference in the world may be the one with the chance 
to find solutions to problems which have not yet been defined. 

For more information. write: 
Youth Suicide National Center, 18251 Street N.W., 

Suite 945, Washington, DC 20006 or, 1811 Trousdale Drive, 
Burlingame, CA 94010. 

References 
Delisle., l.R. (1986) Death with honors: Suicide among Sifted adolescents, 

JourNJl ojCoU1f.JtUng arid Dtvtioptnl.n:t, 64, 558-560. 
Harkavy, r.M. & Asnis, O. (1985) Suicide attempts in adol~"cl!mcc: 

Prevalence and implications. New England Jow-nat of Me.dicil'le, 313, 
1290-1291. 

H.y ... M.L- '" Sloa~ R.S. (t988) Suicide and !he gifted.dol.gcent. /o""",llor 
the &lucation a/the Gifted, in P~&lI. 

Leroux. J.A. (1986) Suicidal behavior and gifted adoleilcentil. Roeper Review, 
9,77-79. 

Simmoo!J. K. (1987) Adolesocnt suicide: Second leading death cause. 
JourNJl. ofths American Msdical A.r3ociation. 2j7, ]]29·]J]0. 

COMING AITJRAC'll'lONS , , , 
"Smart Kids with School Problems" 

Priscilla Vail, sponsored by the James Phillips Williams Memorial Foundation 
Thursday, October 27, 7 p_m" Holiday Inn, San Angelo, Texas 

Advance reservations required to ensure seating. Please contact Marsha Burrows 
or Doris Mati, San Angelo ISD (915) 942-6767. 

National Association for the Education of Young Children 
Annual Conference, November 10·13, Anaheim, California 

Contact: NAEYC Conference, 1834 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20009 

Ninth National Curriculum Conference on the Gifted/Talented 
January 27.28,1989 Sheraton Centre, New York City, NY 

Contact: Lita Bennett, N/S-LTI-G/f, One Wilshire Bldg. 624 South Grand Avenue, Suite #1007 
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3311 (213) 489-7470 
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DUKE TALENT IDENTIFICATION 
PROGRAM PREPARING FOR NINTH 
TALENT SEARCH IN TEXAS 
by William George, Staff Specialist, TIP 

Duke University's Talent IdentIfication Program will con
duct its ninth Talent Search for academically gifted students this fall 
throughout Texas and fifteen other southern and midwestern states. 
Last year 45,828 students applied for the Talent Search. Infonna
tion and a school guide about the program and its search have been 
sent to both the principal and counselor of all schools with a seventh 
grade. A 17-minute video giving an overview of TIP is also 
available for viewing. Interested schools or organizations may 
borrow this video by contacting the TAGT office (p.O. Box 9802 
#814, Austin, 78766-9802, [512)343-1886). 

The Talent Search is open to seventh graders who have scored 
at or above the 97th percentile on national nonns of a standardized 
achievement, aptitude, or mental ability test. School officials are 
asked to distribute Talent Search materials to all eligible students. 

Those students who decide to participate must submit an 
application to TIP. TIP then forwards to the individual materials for 
registering to take either the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SA 1) in 
December or January or the American College Testing Program's 
ACT Assessment (ACT) in December or February. The TIP dead
line for this year's search is November 16, 1988. 

Fee allowances covering the cost of the Talent Search regis
tration fee are available to students who qualify for the free Or 
reduced price school lunch program. High scorers in the search will 
be invited to attend state and grand recognition ceremonies that will 
be held in June. Srudents with requisite sCores may also choose to 
participate in TIP's Summer Residential or By-Mail Programs. 

Participation in TIP's programs by schools and students from 
Texas increased over the previous year. There was a 11.4 percent 
increase in registrants to 10,849, The number of schools having at 
least one student register for the search was 830. This was an 
increase of almost nine percent in school participation. 

The highest mathematics SCOrers from Texas in the 1988 
Talent Search were Kevin G. Berney (Memorial Junior High), 
Robert P. Cheng (Holub Middle), Rlijesh N, Choudhary (Killough 
Middle), Ziv Kedem (Westwood Junior High), Taron Mital (Quail 
Valley Junior High), Kurt L Oehler (SI. Slephen's Episcopal), and 
John J. Pan (Apollo Junior High). The high verbal scorers in the 
state included Edward M. Bums (Fulkes Middle), Matthew Fran
klin (Edwin M. Wells Middle), Ann G. Hartzog (Travis Middle), 
Andy T. Hu (Clear Lake City Intermediate), Anthony A. Mendina 
(Westwood Junior High), Dwight Miller (A&M Consolidated 
Junior High), Roy Jo Sartin (Valley View Junior High), Jay W. 
Small (G.W. Hardy Junior High), and Jon Stevenson (Strack 
Intennediate). Andy Hu also received a full scholarship to TIP's 
Summer Residential Program for earning one of the top six scores 
in the 1988 Talent Search. 
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This year 1,967 students and 176 schools were recognized at 
two Texas Recognition Ceremonies sponsored by Baylor Univer
sity, Trinity University, the Texas Association for the Gifted and 
Talented, and TIP. In addition, Abilene Christian University, 
Baylor University, Trinity University, and Texas Christian Univer
sity each awarded one-course scholarships to high-scoring Texas 
participants. Of those 1,967 receiving state honors, 317 were also 
invited to the Orand Recognition Ceremony held at Duke Univer
sity for the highest scorers from all sixteen states. 

This year, 136 srudents from Texas attended TIP's 1988 
Summer Residential Program. This Program offers intensive fast
paced and enriched courses in mathematics, the sciences, foreign 
languages, writing, and the social sciences during a three-week 
residential experience to over 870 students througout the United 
States. According to Dr. Robert Sawyer, TIP's educational offer
ings are designed to complement those courses available in the local 
schools. TIP's courses are intended as an additional resource. This 
state's record of participation indicates thatTIPhas been a valuable 
resource for some of its most promising students. r:J 

GIFTED FOR LIFE?--Another View 
by Kathryne Lewis, Burleson GIT teacher 

"Gifted for life? How could you stand it?" was the reaction I 
received from one of my fonner students when I broached the 
subject with him recently. "It's hard enought to be gifted while 
you're in school; don't tell me it lasts foreverl" 

This young man's reaction stopped me in my tracks, so to 
speak, and brought me back to a point I have been pondering for 
quite some time. In all of our "broadening" and "spiraling" and 
"accelerating" of curriculum for the gifted, especially at the secon
dary level, we often ignore the affective side of gifted education. 
Our srudents are stretched and strained and pushed to "be the best 
they can be" academically, often to the point of sacrificing many of 
the things they love best-sports, music, drama. art, even srudy for 
the joy of study, They are so tracked by academic programs that 
there is little room in their schedules for anything besides the 
perfunctory "fine art" that is required. 

Of course I am not advocating the dissolution of the advanced 
program, only that we as educators need to be reminded that our 
students are "gifted for life." Ours is not the only course they will 
take. Formal schooling is not the only "education" they will have. 
Om' students simply must not give up the things they love for the 
things they feel they must do or be. 

Perhaps Robert Frost said it best in "Two Tramps at Mud 
Time" when he wrote, "My object in living is to unite my avocation 
and my vocation." When educators leam to convey this attirude to 
our students, perhaps then they will better enjoy their adolescent 
years as well as adulthood, and perhaps then students will truly 
cherish being "gifted for life." Q 
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LONGVIEW STUDENT WINS COVER 
COMPETITION 

Seventh and Ninth Grade Students Invited to Compete Next 

This issue of TEMPO features on the cover the art work of 
Carrie Kaplan, eleven years old,ofHudsonPEP school in Longview, 
Texas. Although the Editorial Committee received many ingenious 
entries illustrating the theme Giftedfor Life, they felt the abstract 
style of Carrie's work represented a very original approach. (The 
committee would also like to thank Miranda Bonner and Schulen
berg Elementary school students in Schulenberg, Texas, for all 
their wonderful work It was a difficult decision!) 

At the time she submitted her entry, Carrie was in fifth grade. 
As of this September, she is now a proud middle school student. Her 
teacher at Hudson Pep was Carolyn Hayes. According to Carrie's 
mother, Mrs. Paula C. Kaplan, the elementary school art program 
has always been a strong one; it is part of a larger enriched 
curriculum offered at Hudson. Even though Carrie has now elected 
to take band, she still enjoys drawing in her spare time. 

CALL FOR ARTICLES ... 

YOUR contributions to the TEMPO are warmly invited! 
Please submit articles of general interest to parents and 
teachers for possible publication in the TEMPO. 

Please use the following guidelines for articles you submit: 

1. Answer the five journalistic questions: Who? 
What? When? Where? Why? 

2. Please type and double-spa.e articles, 50 spaces per 
line, 25 lines per page. 

3. Include your name, position/role, region, address, 
and daytime telephone number. 

4. Please limit articles to 250 words or less. 

The theme of the Winter issue is: WHO IS GIFTED? 
Articles must be received by December 1. 

WINTER ISSUE: Who is Gifted? 
Students in grades 7 through 9 are invited to submit entries for 

the cover of the Winterissue. The theme of that TEMPO, scheduled 
to appear in January, will be Who is Gifted? It will center on 
different areas of giftedness beyond the traditional verbal and 
mathematical strengths schools usually identify. All entries must 
be reeei ved by December 15. Students should submit 7X7 originals 
on white paper in a black medium such as charCOal, felt-tip pens, 
dark pencils, or black crayon.Students submitting art should aDach 
an identification label. If art work is to be returned, a stamped, self
addressed envelope is required. 

Send all submissions to TAGT, Attn: Beth Moreno, Manag· 
ing Editor, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin. Texas. 78766·9802 

The Editorial and Rearch Committee, 
Kathy Hargrove, editor; Hillrey Dufner, Patricia Haensly, 
Manha McKee, Beth Moreno 

Each winning student will receive five copies of TEMPO 
and a beautiful wall plaque. Sponsoring teachers will receive a 
$25.00 check for student art materials. Complete details are 
available from the TAGT regional representative. Q 

REMINDER! The date on your mailing address 
label is your membership expiration date. If we do not 
receive your renewal fee within three months of that 
date, your name is placed in our inactive file and your 
mailing label removed. So don'tforget to renew! 

TEXAS ASSOCIA nON FOR THE GIFfED AND TALENTED 
P.O. Box 9802 #814 Austin, TX 78766-9802 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CARD 

NAME. ____________________________________________ _ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________ _ 

CITY _______________________ STATE ________ ~ZW ______ __ 

PHONE(s) (\--__ .1). ____________________________________ _ 

__ New Membership 
~ent (ESC Region----.J 

__ Membership Renewal 
~ducators (ESC Region-l 

Enclosed are my Annual Dues $ ____ __ 

$15 Individual $25 Family $100 Patron $400 Lifetime 
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For Your TAGT Files 

Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
1988 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Wayne Craigen, President, (806) 376-5531, Amarillo lSD, 1616 South Kentucky, Bldg. C, Suite 130, Amarillo, TX 79102 (Region XVI) 
Margaret Kress, President-Elect, (409) 756-7751, Conroe lSD, 702 North Thompson, Conroe, TX 77301 (Region VI) 
Kathy Hargrove, First Vice-President, (214) 881-8007, Plano lSD, 1517 Avenue H, Plano, TX 75074 (Region X) 
Celeste Barnes, Second Vice-President, (713) 623-5232, Houston lSD, 3830 Richmond, Houston, TX 77027 (Region IV) 
Mary Jane Reeves, Secretary, (806) 376-5521, Region XVI Education Service Center, P.O. Box 30600, Amarillo, TX 79120 
Bertie Kingore, Immediate Past-President, (915) 677-7281, Hardin Simmons University, Drawer E, Abilene, TX 79698 (Region XIV) 
Laura Allard, Executive Director, (512) 343-1886, P.O. Box 9802 #814, Austin, TX 78766-9802 (Region XIII) 
Ann Shaw, (512) 463-9455, Director of Gifted/l'alented Education, TEA, 1701 North Congress, Austin, TX 78701 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

Hillrey Dufner, (512) 968-1515, Weslaco ISO, P.O. Box 266, Weslaco, TX 78596 I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
VI 
VII 
VIII 

Ginger Harris, (512) 992-5975, Windsor Park Elementary School, 4525 South Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
Amanda Batson, (512) 576-3131, Victoria lSD, P.O, Box 1759, Victoria, TX 77902 
Ann Weiss, (713) 353-9194,4007 Cypress Lake Drive, Spring, TX 77388 
Ginger Rigby, (409) 735-3555, Hatton Elementary School, Bridge City, TX 77611 
Patricia Haensly, (409) 845-2337, Gifted and Talented Institute, Thxas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843 
Kathy Harry, (214) 566-8321, Tyler ISO, P.O. Box 2035, Tyler, TX 75710 
Suzanne Patty, (214) 784-6668,:Paris lSD, 1920 Clarksville, Paris, TX 75460 
Jean Holcombe, (817) 692-D558, 1800 Brazos, Wichita Falls, TX 76309 IX 

X 
XI 
XII 
XIII 
XIV 
XV 
XVI 

XVII 
XVIII 

Micky Mayer, (214) 231-6301, Region X Education Service Center, P.O. Box 831300, Richardson, TX 75083-1300 
Gordon Doggett, (817) 2834461, HEB lSD, 1849 Central Drive, Bedford, TX 76021 

XIX 
XX 

Ann Wink, (817) 526-4530, Killeen lSD, P.O. Box 967, Killeen, TX 76540 
Marcy Voss, (409) 968-3131, La Grange lSD, P.O. Box 100, La Grange, TX 78945 
Polly Jo James, (915) 677-2746, 625 South 8th, Abilene, TX 79602 
James Coffey, (915) 658-6571, Region XV Education Service Center, P.O. Box 5199, San Angelo, TX 76904 
Charlotte Huffaker, (806) 353-0498, 3505 Danbury, Amarillo, TX 79109 
Deanna Van :Pelt, (806) 828-5837, Slaton lSD, 300 South 9th, Slaton, TX 79364 
B.K. Dean, (915) 332-6712, Ector County ISO, P.O. Box 3912, Odessa, TX 79760 
Patricia Panus (915) 595-5712, Ysleta lSD, 9600 Sims, EI Paso, TX 79925 
Margie Irwin (512) 647-2204, Northside lSD, 5900 Evers Road, San Antonio, TX 78238 

Kathy Hargrove, Editor 
TAGT tempo 
1517 Avenue H 
Plano, TX 75074 
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